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ABSTRACT 

This study on Skill Acquisition: A Panacea for sustainable wealth creation was poised to find out f 

students of NCE Home Economics actually gain relevant skills while in training and would be able to set 

up small/large scale business after graduation for sustainable wealth creation. Two research questions 

were raised while two null hypotheses were formulated. The population of the study was made up of 200 

students in the Regular and Part-time NCE Programmes. The samples of 100 students were randomly 

selected. The instrument, for data collection was the questionnaire. Mean and the t-test were used to 

analyze the data and to test the hypotheses at the significance level of 0.05 respectively. Findings revealed 

that NCE Home Economics students gain relevant skills while in training and are capable of establishing 

small/large scale businesses after graduation which will enable them create sustainable wealth. Based on 

the findings conclusion was drawn and recommendations were made. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Skill is the ability to do something well. It is also referred to as expertness, practiced ability, dexterity and 

tact. It is an organized sequence of actions, proficiency, executed and usually displaying a flexible but 

systematic temporal patterning (Okorie, 2000). 

Njoku (2002) refers to skill as one who has skills to show and the habit of acting, thinking and behaving 

in a particular activity in such a manner that the way becomes natural to the individual through constant 

practice. Skill acquisition is a means to an end and not an end in itself Skill development is very relevant 

in organizing the nation and her natural resources. Skill acquisition helps in developing quality potentials 

in individuals, it produces the greater number of the nation’s workforce. 

Anumnu (2000) posited that for any meaningful economic development to take place in this millennium, 

the type of education given to students should be such that would solidly prepare them for the challenges 

that lie ahead. Home Economics contributes meaningfully to the economic development of the nation. 
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Home Economics education is a skill - oriented course which cover a wide scope of learning. It is a field 

of knowledge that draws information and skills from core subject areas of the arts, sciences, humanities 

and other related subjects. Its philosophy borders on the improvement of the quality of life of the 

individual family in particular and the society at large. It focuses on acquisition of skills which family 

requires to satisfactorily improving family living. 

Hence, Ukpore (1988) defined Home Economics as a dynamic field that assists man with knowledge to 

adapt to his environment through effective utilization of available human and material resources. Saka 

(2001) noted that Home Economics as a vocational subject equip students with relevant skills and 

knowledge for gainful employment and wealth creation. In the same vein Anyakoha (2000) pointed out 

that, Home Economics as a vocational subject has increased awareness on skill acquisition for its 

graduates with the aim or intention to quicken their power for self employment ventures. 

Home Economics education has a definite role of preparing and equipping students with skills that 

increase their chances of finding a job after school. it also equips the students with knowledge and skills 

they needs to set up their own businesses. Thus, Anozie (2006) identified nineteen occupational areas of 

Home Economics through which students can become self- reliant and consequently create wealth for the 

economic development of the nation. These include craft work/soft furnishing, clothing manufacturing, 

tailoring services, fashion and designing, baking, opening snack shops, laundry services, industrial 

cafeteria management, hotel management, restaurant management, street food vending, rug cleaning 

services, interior decoration, nursery school management, hair dressing saloon, soap and pomade making, 

pattern making, day care centre and dyeing. 

In the same vein, Dada (2007) identified thirteen small scale/large scale businesses that Home Economics 

graduates can establish in clothing and textile to earn a living for economic empowerment of the family. 

These include sewing tie-dyeing and baiting, laundry and dry cleaning, bridal shop, textile and clothing 

merchandising, toys and gifts shop, embroidery shop, knitting and crocheting shop, knitting and 

crocheting institute, clothing repairing, bed sheds, bedcovers and curtains production, pattern making and 

textile production. 

Few people realize that getting rich does not just happen by using Mathematical and business skills. There 

is definitely more to that than creating wealth. According to Edward (2007), “if you want to get rich, you 

have to make changes; and the first changes you need to make will be those that focus on self-

improvement”. Wealth is the abundance of valuable resources or material possessions or the control of 

such assets (American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2009). 

An individual, community, region or country that possesses an abundance of such possessions or 

resources is known to be wealthy. Various definition and concepts of wealth have been asserted by 

various individuals and in different contexts. Adam Smith, a renowned economist described wealth as 

“the annual produce of the land and labour of the society”. This produce is that’ which satisfies human 

needs and wants of utility. Simply put, wealth is an abundance of items of economic value or the state of 

controlling or possessing such items, usually in the form of money, real estate and personal property. 

Wealth is also referred to as accumulation of resources whether abundant or not. Adam Smith saw wealth 

creation as the combination of materials, labour, land and technology in such a way as to capture a profit. 

Building on Adam Smith’s view, Samuelson arid Nordhaus (2004) described wealth as the net worth of a 

person, household or nation. That is, the value of all liabilities owed at a point in time. Bonneville (2007) 

noted that for anyone to become wealthy, one’s motivation, habits, thoughts, self-image and emotions 

must all be aligned towards achieving that single goal. 

Adapting the Natural Step Framework (NSF) model, sustainable wealth creation can therefore be defined 

as the process of harnessing the present declining life-sustaining resources in an increasing societal 

resource to supply sustainability for the future (Chambers, Porritt and Prince - Thomas, 2008). 

Establishment of business is one of the ways of creating wealth, It is therefore important to work towards 

sustainability in business so as to enhance sustainability in wealth creation 

Hence, Lederhausen in Chamber et al (2008) observed that sustainability in business is profitable. He 

noted that business among other things can create a sustainable future. He also observed that citizens have 
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roles to play in encouraging businesses to provide sustainable products and services. Businesses operating 

within environmental limits would able to create wealth in the long term. It is believed that if Home 

economics students are imparted with appropriate knowledge and skills while in school, they could set up 

small scale/large scale enterprises that would enable them contribute to the Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) of the nation’s economy — that is they would create wealth for themselves while they contribute 

to the economic development of the nation. The focus paper therefore is to assess the extent to which 

students acquire skills in all the areas of Home Economics and to find out if they would be able to set up 

their own businesses after graduation. 

Purpose of the Study 

To assess level of skill acquisition amongst NCE Home Economics students that would enhance their 

contribution to sustainable wealth creation. Specifically, this study shall: 

i. Find out the skills students acquire in the various areas of Home Economics during training. 

ii. Find out if’ students can set up small/large scale businesses with the skills acquired in Home 

Economics for sustainable wealth creation. 

Research Questions 

1. Is there any significant difference in skill acquisition between full-time and part- time NCE? 

2. Is there any significant difference in the ability to set up small/large scale businesses for sustainable 

wealth creation between regular and part-ime students? 

Hypotheses 

iI1: There is no significant difference in skill acquisition between full-time and part-time NCE Home 

Economics students. 

H2: There is no significant difference in the ability to set up small/large scale businesses for sustainable 

wealth creation between full-time and part-time NCE Home Economics students. 

Significance of the Study 

(The finding of the study will encourage students to be dedicated to their studies and be determined to 

acquire a wide range of skills during training. 1mplemetk.f the curriculum will see the need to effectively 

implement the Home Economics curriculum at  the NCE level. The government and all stakeholders of’ 

education will see the need to equips laboratories adequately. 

Scope and Delimitation of the Study 

This study is restricted to skill acquisition in the various areas of Home Economics by NCE Home 

Economics students. It shall also be restricted to small/large scale businesses that students can set up with 

the skills acquired after graduation. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a descriptive survey type of research. This design is a method of obtaining information 

from various groups or persons mainly through questionnaire or personal interview (Akuezinlo and Agu, 

2003). The design was employed to collect data from regular and part-time NCE Home Economics 

students in College of Education, Warn. 

Population of the Study 

The population of the study shall comprise of all parts three and two regular students and part-three and 

four part-time student of Home Economics department in College of Education, Warn. The population is 

estimated to be two hundred. 

Sample/Sampling Techniques 

The sample size of this study shall be one hundred students randomly selected from part- two and three in 

the regular and part three and four part-time students. It shall comprise of’ fifty students from the regular 

programme and fifty from the part-time programme. 

Instruction for Data Collection 

The instrument for data collection for this study was a structured questionnaire. It was divided into two 

sections (A and B). Section A contained statements about the educational information of the students. 

Section B was sub-divided into two parts (I and 11). Part 1 comprised of 22 items on skill acquisition in 
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various areas of Home Economics while Part 11 comprised of small/large scale business. The items were 

based on a 4-point rating scale: Strongly agree (4 points), agree (3 points), disagree (2 points) and 

strongly disagree (I point). 

The instrument was given content and lace validity by two exerts (one is home Economics education and 

the other hi research). Based on their comments, some corrections were made in the questionnaire. The 

Cronbach alpha was applied to determine the internal reliability of the instrument copies of the instrument 

were personally administered by the researcher on the regular and weekend NCE students. A coefficient 

alpha of 80.20 percent was obtained for the items and was considered adequate for the study. 

Method of Data Collection 

The researcher personally administered copies of the questionnaires to the respondents and were collected 

back immediately. Out of 150 distributed, 133 representing 88.67 percent were retrieved only 11 .33 

percent were not retreived. 

Method of Data Analysis 

Mean scores were used in answering the research question. Since the items were based on a 4-point scale 

with an average of 2.50, in interpreting the results, items with mean rating up to and above 2.50 were 

regarded as agree, while items with mean ratings below 2.50 were regarded as disagree. The hypothesis 

was tested with the t - lest at the 0.05 level of significance. 

 

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

The following were the finding on students’ skill acquisition in various areas of Home Economics and the 

ability of establishing small/large business after graduation as shown in table 1,2, 3 and 4. 

Research Question 1: Is there any significant difference in skill acquisition between full-time and part-

time NCE Home Economics students? 
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Table 1: Mean Ratings of the Responses of Full—Time and Part—lime NCE Home Economics 

Students on Skill Acquisition in Various Areas of Home Economics 
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only in the area of wedding gown production that the mean fell below the minimum mean of 2.50 

indicating a low skill acquisition in that area of clothing and textiles. It follows that NCE Home 

Economics students (both foil-time and part-time acquire much skills in all areas of Home Economics). 

The table also shows that the standard deviation ranged from 0.52 - 1.02, indicating that the respondents 

were not too far from the mean and from the opinion of one another in their responses. Table I also 

revealed that 1-cal for each of the items is less than the critter; which means the hypothesis of no 

significant difference is upheld. It therefore follows that there is no signalman difference in skill 

acquisition between full-time and part-time NCE students. 

Ho1: There is no significant difference in skill acquisition between full-time and part-time NCE Home 

Economics students. 

 

Table 2: t-test on Skill Acquisition Difference between Full-Time and Part-Time NCE Home 

Economics Students 

 

Table 2 revealed that the t-calculated is -3.064 which is less than the critical value 1.98 at 0.05 level of 

significance. Based on this result the null hypothesis is accepted. It therefore means that there is no 

significant difference in skill acquisition between full-time and part-time NCE Home Economic students. 

All students acquired the relevant skills Students. 

 

Research Question 2: Is there any significant difference in the ability to set up small/large scale 

businesses for sustainable wealth creation between fill-time and part-tune NCE Home Economics 

students? 

 

Table 3: Mean Rating of the Responses of Full-Time and Part-Time NCE Home Economics 

Students on the Ability to Set-Up Small/Large Scale Businesses 
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Table 3 revealed that all the items had their mean values ranged from 2.33 to 3.36 for full-time students 

and 2.79 to 3.44 for part-time students. it is only in the area of the ability to set up micro liquid soap 

industry that the mean for the full-time student fell below 2.50. It therefore follows that both full-time and 

part-time NCE Home Economics students can set up varied businesses after graduation. The table also 

revealed that the standard deviation of the two groups ranged between 0.77 to 0.99, which indicates that 

the respondents were not too far from the mean and the opinion of one another in their responses. Table 3 

also revealed that the calculated I of each of the item is less than the critical - t, which means that, the 

hypothesis of no significant difference in the ability to set up business after graduation is upheld. 

H,2: There is no significant difference in the ability to set up businesses after graduation between full-

time and part-time NCE Home Economies students. 

Table 4: Mean, Standard Deviation and T-test on the Ability to Set-Up Small/Large Scale Business 

 

 

Table 4 revealed that the t-calculated is -2.09 which is less than the table value 1 .98 at 0.05 level of 

significance. 

Based on this result, the null hypothesis is upheld. It therefore follows that both full-time and part-time 

NCE students can set up large/small scale businesses after graduation. 

 

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

Findings of the study revealed that NCE Home Economics students acquired relevant skills in Home 

Economics. Table I shows that both full-time and part-time students acquired skills in specific aspects of 

food and nutrition, clothing and textiles, clothing maintenance, housing and interior decoration and child 

care and development. These skills will help to develop quality potentials in individual which will 

consequently enhance the nation’s workforce. This is in agreement with Anumnu (2000) who posited that 

for any meaningful economic development to take place in this millennium, the type of education given to 

students should be such that would solidly prepare them for the challenges that the head. 

The result also showed that the NCE Home Economics curriculum is effectively implemented for both 

full-time and part-time programme, there was no significant difference in their skill acquisition 

capabilities. The findings also revealed that NCE Home Economics students can set up a wide range of 

businesses after graduation. This finding is in agreement with Anyakoha (2000) who noted that Home 

Economics as a vocational subject have increased awareness on skill acquisition for its graduates with the 

aim or intention to quicken their power for self-employment ventures. There is also no significant 

difference in these capabilities between full-time and part-time programmes. The findings revealed ten 

entrepreneurial opportunities that NCE Home Economics students can engage in after graduation. These 

include the establishment of fast food business, bakery, skill acquisition centres interior decoration shops 

micro liquid soap production industry, provision of interior decoration services, provision of catering 

services establishment of’ crèches and production of adire for sale. This is in agreement with Anozie 

(2006) who identified nineteen occupational areas in Home Economics through which students can 

become self-reliant and consequently create wealth. This finding also agree with Dada (2007) who 

identified thirteen small/large scale businesses that Home Economics graduates can establish to earn a 

living, These various businesses require the harnessing of present life-sustaining resources to supply 

sustainability in the future. That is, to create sustainable wealth. This agrees with Chambers et al. (2008). 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings, Home Economics is revealed to play a major role in sustainable wealth creation. 

NCE Home Economics curriculum is broad-based if effectively I mp1emened, students will acquire all 

the relevant skills that will enable them establish businesses for sustainable wealth creation, This is in 

agreement with Lederhosen in Chambers et al (2008) who posited that sustainability in business is 

profitable. Home Economics is a vehicle for sustainable wealth creation. Skills acquired in training are 

hardly lost especially when put into use. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations arc made: 

1. Home Economics curriculum at the NCE level should be effectively implemented. 

2. The curriculum should he reviewed from time to time iii order to equip students with more skills that 

will match with contemporary challenges. 

3. Government should provide adequate find for Colleges of Education to facilitate adequate provision of 

equipment and facilities. This will enhance effective teaching of the course and consequent 

acquisition of skills by students. 

4. Students should be confident enough to establish businesses after graduation so that they can create 

wealth and be self-reliant. 

5. Government should provide soil loans for NCE Home Economics students after graduation to assist 

them establish businesses of their choice especially in the face of unemployment that looms the 

society. 
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