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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this study is to bring to limelight the problem of teaching French language in the pilot 

schools in Delta State with a view to proffering a solution. The descriptive survey method was 

employed to carry out this research. The target population is 120 SS2 and SS3 students offering 

French in Emore Grammar School, Oleh while the sample size and sampling technique is 20 students 

selected from the population through simple random sampling technique. The instrument used is the 

questionnaire. The statistical tool used in this project is the simple percentage and the Chi-square (X
2
) 

and the reliability of the instrument was ascertained by test retest method. It was found out that the 

pilot school has no functional language laboratory and relevant French text books, but has few 

qualified French teachers and the students are not willing and determined to learn the language. The 

research concluded that the items identified above constitute the problem of teaching the language. It 

was recommended amongst other things that the Delta State Government should provide a functional 

language laboratory, a library with relevant French text books and also employ more qualified French 

teachers and redeploy the more experienced ones to the pilot Schools. 
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INTRODUCTION 

French language, one of the leading international languages in the world has slowly but gradually 

started gaining grounds Nigerian Educational system. The National Policy on Education (N.P.E) has 

supported the language and curricula have been designed for all levels of schools – Nursery/Primary 

Schools, Secondary Schools, Colleges of Education, Polytechnics and the Universities and in different 

programmes leading to award of certificates in the tertiary institutions especially in the colleges of 

Education and the Universities. 

However, there had been some challenges hindering the smooth sailing of the French language 

programmes in schools in Nigeria. The problems range from those confronting the students to those 

affecting the teachers and generally the teaching and learning process as corroborated by Odobaire 

(2014). 

French language teaching and learning has come a long way in Nigeria. This has not been without 

daunting challenges, as over the years efforts are being made to take care of these problems. 

According to Agbagbatu (2008), Nigeria being surrounded by French speaking countries that use 

French as their official language makes French language a must for Nigerians. But this is not the only 

determining factor for adopting French as a subject to be taught in the secondary schools as opined by 

Umuma-Jikeme and Anukwu (2008:61).The main reason for the inclusion of French language into the 

secondary school curriculum is entrenched in NPE (2004:10) as stated bellow: 
“For smooth interaction with our neighbours, it is desirable for every Nigeria to speak 

French. Accordingly, French shall be the second official language in Nigeria and it 

shall be compulsory in primary and junior secondary schools but non-vocational 

elective at the senior secondary school”. 
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In pursuance of these set goals and objectives, machineries were set in motion in the teaching of 

French in secondary schools beyond the non-vocational elective status in many parts of the country as 

recorded by Onyemelukwe (2004). The Delta State Government in partnership with the French 

Government through the Cultural Attaché of the French Embassy in Nigeria; in 2003, introduced pilot 

schools in Delta State to be run in six major secondary schools. 

These schools recognized as largely populated, named as pilot schools are as follows: 

(i) Emore Grammar School, Oleh 

(ii) Chude Girls Grammar School, Sapele 

(iii) Anglican Girls Grammar School, Ughelli 

(iv) St Patrick’s College, Asaba 

(v) Mary Mount College, Agbor 

(vi) Nana College, Warri 

The term pilot school refers to what was agreed as the name for schools recognized by Delta State 

Government via the Delta State Ministry of Education as a school with a French Language Centre. In 

such a school, a room was provided where audio-visual equipment was installed. A mini library with 

French instructional materials like CDs, video and audio tapes, projectors etc but excluded computers 

and internet facilities. 

In addition, the schools should have not less than eight (8) French teachers. These French teachers 

were posted to the pilot schools due to the high demand to teach French language across all the 

classes in the schools – from JSS 1 to SS 3. 

Socio-educative activities are always very high in pilot schools. This was enhanced and sponsored by 

French Government in conjunction with Delta State Government. The purpose is to turn out as many 

as possible secondary school French graduates who will feed the higher institutions and in future 

develop our national manpower as stated by Olaitan (2009). 

The objectives of the study 

The objectives of this study include the following: 

(i) To highlight the major problems of teaching French language in the pilot schools using 

Emore Grammar School Oleh a as case study 

(ii) To identify and solve the problems hindering the teaching of French language in the pilot 

schools’ set goals and objectives. 

(iii) To proffer solutions to end this menace facing the pilot schools. 

Research questions  

The following research questions were raised so as to direct the study to facilitate the achievement of 

the set objectives of this project. They include the following:  

i Is there a functional French language laboratory and available relevant  French text books in  

           E.G.S. Oleh? 

ii Are there qualified and experienced teachers and willingness and determination on the  

            part of students to learn French language? 

Hypotheses  

The following hypotheses were formulated in response to the research questions as follow 

(i) The absence of a language laboratory and relevant French textbooks is a problem to the 

teaching of French language in E.G.S. Oleh. 

(ii) The absence of sufficient, qualified and experienced French teachers is a problem in the 

teaching of French language in the pilot school, E.G.S. Oleh. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This project is hinged on Jerome Bruner’s theory of teaching and learning. According to Bruner 

(1960:31), the role of the teacher should not be to teach information by rote learning but instead to 

facilitate the learning process. By facilitating the learning process, Bruner meant, making the learning 

process easy, as it was intended to be in making teaching and learning of French easy in the pilot 

schools. Bruner also meant facilities, learning equipment to make easy the learning process should be 

made available both to the teacher as well as to the learner. In line with the Bruner’s postulation, 

Osakwe (2006) opined that for learners to understand what is taught to them easily, the teacher must 

break the work down into bits for easy comprehension. 
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METHODOLOGY 

This section looks at the procedures used in the investigation of the problems of teaching French 

language in the pilot schools in Delta State a case study of Emore Grammar Schools Oleh, Delta State 

under the following sub-headings: Research design, population, sample and sampling technique, 

instrumentation, validity, reliability of instrument, administration of instrument and method of data 

analysis. 

Research design  

This research used a descriptive survey in its investigation of the problem. The variables in this case 

are set. 

Population of the study  

The population size of this research is the target population of 120 SS1 - SS3 students offering French 

language in Emore Grammar School, Oleh. 

Sample and sampling technique   

The sample size and the sampling technique for this study are 20 SS2 - SS3 students of Emore 

Grammar School, Oleh offering French language selected from the population through simple random 

sampling technique. 

Instrumentation  

Questionnaire was designed to get responses from students on the investigation. The type of 

questionnaire used is the four point Likert-type rating scale to get information on the problem 

associated with teaching of French in the pilot schools.The questionnaire was directly administered by 

the researcher to the senior classes of the 20 students offering French language in the school. This was 

done with the belief that the students have covered enough grounds more than the junior classes and 

also more than SS1 students. 

Reliability of instrument 

The reliability of the instrument was ascertained by test retest method to determine the reliability of 

the result of the responses. NTI (2008) states that, reliability is the consistency with which it measures 

what it is set to measure.  

Methods of data analysis  

Simple percentage and chi-square (X
2
) statistical tools were used to analyze the data from the 

responses from the questionnaire so as to determine factors that constitute the problem of teaching 

French language in the pilot school. 

(X
2
) = chi-square 

(X
2
) =  

                    E 

∑= summation 

O    = observed frequency 

E    = expected frequency 

 

RESULTS 

Research question one 

Is there a functional French language laboratory and available relevant French text books in E.G.S. 

Oleh? 

 

Table l 

S/N Item statement YES % NO % 

1 Do you have a functional language laboratory in your school? 3 15% 17 85% 

2 Are there sufficient and current relevant French textbooks in 

your school? 

2 10% 

 

18 90% 

 

From the high percentage recorded as shown in the table above, it shows that there is no functional 

laboratory and sufficient relevant textbooks of French in the school. 
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Research question two 

Table ll 

S/N Item statement YES % NO % 

1 Are students determined and willing to learn French language in 

the school? 

6 30% 12 70% 

The result from the respondents shows that students are not determined and willing to learn French 

language in the school  

The number of French teachers and students in EGS 

There are presently four (4) French teachers in Emore Grammar School Oleh as opposed to the 

proposed eight (8) and there are 580 students offering French language in the school. French is 

compulsory from JSS 1 – JSS 3. SS1 has a population of 160 students, while 5 students are offering 

French at SS3 and WAEC/NECO SSCE level. The senior classes SS1 – SS3 students offering French 

accounts for 31% of the total number of student offering French in the entire school. 

Qualification of French teachers in EGS 

The table below shows the qualification of French teachers in E.G.S. Oleh and the classes they are 

assigned to teach with respect to their qualifications. We have also included the number of years they 

have been teaching the language. 

Table lll 

S/N QUALIFICATION OF 

FRENCH TEACHERS 

NO OF 

TEACHERS 

AVERAGE YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE 

CLASSES 

ASSIGNED 

1 NCE 2 8 years JS 1 – JS 2 

2 B. A (Hons) + PGDE 1 8 years JS 3 & SS 1 

3 B. ED (Hons) 1 13 years SS 2 & SS 3 

 Total  4   

 

The table shows that there are only 2 qualified professional teachers in the school. They are the 

teachers with B.Ed and the one with B.A. and a Post Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) out of 

the total number of four (4).This is relatively too small a number of teachers to handle 580 students 

professionally. 

Hypotheses 

There are two (2) hypotheses to be tested. The two hypotheses are tested using the responses from the 

respondents to the questionnaire and the data collected is analyzed using the X
2 

(chi-square) 

statistical instrument as it is more efficient in this type of analysis. The following are the hypotheses. 

HO1 The absence of a functional language laboratory and relevant French textbooks is not a 

problem to teaching French language in E.G.S. Oleh. 

Ha1 The absence of a functional language laboratory and relevant French textbooks is a problem 

to the teaching of French language in E.G.S. Oleh. 

HO2 The absence of sufficient qualified and experienced French teachers is not a problem in the 

teaching of French language in E.G.S. Oleh. 

Ha2 The absence of sufficient, qualified and experienced French teachers is a problem in the 

teaching of French language in the pilot school E.G.S. Oleh. 

Data analysis 

Hypothesis 1Ho1 

The absence of a functional French language laboratory and relevant French textbooks is not a 

problem in the teaching of French language in E.G.S Oleh. 
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Table IV  

S/N ITEMS SA A D SD TOTAL 

1 There are sufficient relevant French textbooks in 

E.G.S. Oleh. 

0 2 6 12 20 

2 There is a functional French laboratory for 

learning French language. 

0 2 8 10 20 

3 The students are willing and determined to learn 

French inspite of lack of textbooks. 

4 2 6 8 20 

4 The teachers take the students on French 

excursions to the French language village 

periodically. 

0 0 8 12 20 

5 The attitude of the French teachers hinders the 

students from the learning of the language. 

10 6 2 2 20 

 TOTAL 14 12 30 44 100 

 

Working: 

Expected frequency for observed S.A. 

 
Expectedfrequency for observed A 

 
Expected frequency for observed D. 

 
Expected frequency for observed S.D. 

 
Table Vl 
O E O – E  (O – E)2 

 

0 2.8 - 2.8 7.84 2.80 

0 2.8 - 2.8 7.84 2.80 

4 2.8 1.2 1.44 0.51 

0 2.8 -2.8 7.84 2.80 

10 2.8 7.2 53.28 19.02 

2 2.4 -0.4 0.16 0.07 

2 2.4 -0.4 0.16 0.07 

2 2.4 -0.4 0.16 0.07 

0 2.4 -0.2 5.76 2.40 

6 2.4 3.6 12.96 5.40 

6 6.0 0 0 0 

8 6.0 2.0 4.0 0.67 

6 6.0 0 0 0 

8 6.0 2.0 4.0 0.67 

2 6.0 - 4.0 16.0 2.67 

12 8.8 1.2 10.44 0.16 

10 8.8 1.2 1.44 0.16 

8 8.8 - 0.8 0.64 0.07 

12 8.8 3.2 10.24 1.16 

2 8.8 -6.8 46.24 5.25 

Total    47.75 

 

Agbagbatu …..Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 7(1):116-123, 2019 



121 
 

X
2 
calculated   = 47.75 

Degree of freedom (DF)  = (c - 1) (r – 1) 

     = (4 - 1) (5 – 1`) 

     = 3 x 4 

     = 12 

X
2
12, 0.05     = 21.026 

X
2
 table     = 21.03 

Decision Rule: reject Ho if X
2
calculated is greater than X

2
 table. 

Thus: Ho is rejected while Ha is accepted, which means that the absence of French language 

laboratory and relevant French textbooks is a problem to the teaching of French language in the pilot 

school E.G.S. Oleh. 

Hypothesis 2:  Ho2the absence of sufficient, qualified and experienced teachers is not a problem in the 

teaching of French language in E.G.S. Oleh. 

 

 TABLE V 

S/N ITEMS SA A D SD TOTAL 

1 There are sufficient qualified teachers in E.G.S. - 2 6 12 20 

2 The French teachers are committed to their work 2 4 6 8 20 

3 The French teachers are not regular in school in 

E.G.S 

12 4 2 2 20 

4 The French teachers are not WAEC/SSCE 

markers 

10 6 2 2 20 

5 French teachers teach other subjects other than 

French language 

10 6 2 2 20 

 Total 34 22 18 26 100 

 

Workings: 

Expected frequency for observed S.A 

 
Expected frequency for observed A 

 
Expected frequency for observed D 

 
Expected frequency for observed SD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agbagbatu …..Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 7(1):116-123, 2019 



122 
 

Table Vll 
O E O – E  (O – E)2 

 
0 6.8 - 6.8 46.2 6.8 

2 6.8 -4.8 23.0 3.4 

12 6.8 5.2 27.0 4.0 

10 6.8 3.2 10.2 1.5 

10 6.8 3.2 10.2 1.5 

2 4.4 -2.4 5.76 1.31 

4 4.4 -0.6 0.36 0.08 

4 4.4 -0.6 0.36 0.08 

6 4.4 1.6 2.56 0.58 

6 4.4 1.6 2.56 0.58 

6 3.6 2.4 5.8 1.6 

6 3.6 2.4 5.8 1.6 

2 3.6 - 1.6 2.6 0.7 

2 3.6 - 1.6 2.6 0.7 

2 3.6 - 1.6 2.6 0.7 

12 5.2 6.8 46.24 8.89 

8 5.2 2.8 7 1.51 

2 5.2 - 3.2 10.2 1.96 

2 5.2 - 3.2 10.2 1.96 

2 5.2 - 3.2 10.2 1.96 

100 100   41.41 

 

X
2 
calculated   = 41.41 

Degree of freedom (DF)   = (c-1)(r-1) 

     =(4-1)(5-1) 

     =3 x 4 

     X
2

12, 0.05 = 21.03 

        X
2
 table = 21.03 

Decision Rule: Reject Ho if X
2
 calculated is greater than X

2
table.  

Thus: Ho is rejected while Ha is accepted. This means that:  

The absence of sufficient, qualified French teachers is a problem to the teaching of French language in 

the pilot school E.G.S. Oleh. 

Summary of Findings 

After the analysis of the data collected, the following findings are summarized as stated below: 

i. Lack of relevant French textbooks and French language laboratory is a major contributing 

factor to the problem of teaching of French language in the pilot schools. 

ii. The absence of adequate/sufficient qualified experienced French teachers is a problem of 

teaching French language in EGS Oleh. 

iii. The students are not determined and willing to learn French language in E.G.S., Oleh. 

 

CONCLUSION 

It is absolutely obvious that the pilot schools established in Delta State were established with very 

good intensions and motives. However, along the line, the programme seemed to have derailed from 

its original course. This is as a result of poor management, poor policy implementation and lack of 

provision of the necessary facilities responsible for the workability of the programme to achieve the 

set goals and objectives of this laudable programme. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

The following recommendations are made based on the finding from the research: 

i. The Delta State Government should employ more French teachers that are qualified and 

deploy them to teach in the pilot schools. 

ii. The Government should provide facilities like relevant textbooks for the course, audio-visual 

materials, and functional laboratories. 
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iii. There is the need to also give some incentives to the French students and teachers that will be 

a motivation to encourage them for a better performance. 

iv. Inspectors should be appointed to specially monitor the pilot schools’ programme and report 

to government from time to time what further steps to take to improve on the previous 

records. 

v. The French government through the French Embassy should be reminded of their role and 

obligations in respect to the Delta State pilot school programmes. 

vi. Excursion programmes to neighbouring French countries or at least to the French Language 

Village Badagry should periodically be embarked upon. 
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