
43 
 

 

 

 

 

Relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and 

Training as a Tool for Mitigating Insecurity in Rivers State, 

Nigeria 
 

 
1
OKWELLE, P. Chijioke, Ph.D & 

2
AMAECHI, O. Joseph (Engr) 

 
1
Department of Vocational & Technology Education 

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

 
2
Department of Industrial Education 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education, 

Rumolumeni, Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

 

Corresponding Author: OKWELLE, P. Chijioke 

Email: pcokwelle@gmail.com; +234(0)8023311193 

 

 
ABSTRACT 

The study investigated the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) as a 

tool for mitigating insecurity challenges in Rivers State. A population of all the TVET Lecturers and 

technologists in the three tertiary technical Education Institutions in Rivers state from which 71 Technical 

and Vocational Education and Training Lecturers and 182 technologists were purposively sampled. Four 

research questions were answered and three hypotheses tested at 0.05 level of significance. The 

instrument for data collection was a questionnaire. Statistical Mean and Standard Deviation were used to 

answer the research questions, while t-test was used to test the null hypotheses. The study found that there 

were insecurity challenges in Rivers State. Also, that acquisition of skills in technical and vocational 

education and training are positive tools in mitigating insecurity in Rivers State. It was recommended 

among others that more standard vocational training centers should be established in Rivers State in order 

to train youths that can be gainfully employed thus shunning crimes.  

Keywords: Insecurity, training, mitigating, technical and vocational education and training 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Insecurity no doubt, is an issue that is prevalent in the world today. The term insecurity has been defined 

by various authors. Ajodo-Adebanjoko and Okorie (2014) defined insecurity as a situation of fear or 

anything that causes fear, harm or has the capability to cause fear or harm to an individual. Similarly, 

Udoh (2015) viewed insecurity as the state of being subject to danger or injury. Based on the foregoing, 

insecurity can be regarded as a state of being prone to danger or a situation whereby an individual is open 

to an attack that can cause harm, injury, danger, loss of lives or destruction of properties. So, insecurity 

can be economic, political, life among others.  

The state of insecurity of lives and properties in Nigeria is an issue that has generated the attention of 

researchers. Otto and Ukpere (2012) observed that the Nigerian society is getting more and more 

insecure, more people are involved in crimes and they are becoming more ruthless, desperate, and 

sophisticated. Writing on the causes of insecurity in Nigeria, Niyi (2011) asserted that high level of 

insecurity in the country is as a result of mass unemployment among youths and corruption among 
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leaders. In the same vein,  Olabanji and Ese (2014) opined that the causes of insecurity in Nigeria 

includes; ethno-religious conflicts, political based violence systemic and political corruption, economic 

based violence, pervasive materials, inequalities and unfairness, unemployment/poverty, organized 

violent groups, weak security system and porous borders.   

With the current level of poverty and unemployment in the land, leading to insecurity of lives and 

properties, Chikaire, Orusha, Onogu & Okafor, (2011) posited that the place of Technical and Vocational 

Education and Training (TVET) has become better appreciated since it empowers individuals to become 

self reliant and stimulates entrepreneurship. TVET is the sub-sector of the education system widely 

recognized as the bedrock to sustainable technology development programmes in entrepreneurship, 

occupational professionalism, self-reliance, poverty alleviation and wealth creation (Okoye & Okwelle, 

2013). TVET as defined by UNESCO (2001) and adopted by the Federal Republic of Nigeria in her 

National Policy on Education (2013:16) is: 

“a comprehensive term referring to those aspects of the educational process involving in addition, to 

general education, the study of technologies and related sciences and the acquisition of practical skills, 

attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in various sectors of economic and social 

life” 

 

In this broad definition,  David (2010) posited that the vocational skill training aspect of TVET focuses 

on specific trades such as automobile repairs or mechanic, welding, plumbing, electrical craftsmanship, 

hair dressing, tailoring and barbing that can equip an individual to be self-reliant. Shiba (2015) asserted 

that TVET can be a decisive instrument for youth to participate in the workforce and to improve their 

living conditions and social status.  It then follows that when the youth and adults acquire 

entrepreneurship skills and employability skills, they will be gainfully engaged in paid employment or 

self employment as artisans, skilled craftsmen, technologists and technologists thereby diverting their 

attention from lawless activities. In this context, Ajodo-Adebanjoko and Okorie (2014) opined that in the 

case of unemployment, when people are not engaged in meaningful work and are lacking the basic 

necessities of life, they bring attention to their plight by engaging in destructive behaviour at the slightest 

provocation.  These assertions suggest that there is a negative relationship between unemployment of 

youths and insecurity on one side and a positive relationship between TVET and gainful employment on 

the other side. 

Statement of the Problem 

Many countries in Asia, Latin America and Africa have witnessed unprecedented wave and spate of 

violence and crime (Niyi, 2011). This suggests that it is not peculiar to one country or state, but the 

approach adopted in mitigating insecurity differs from one country to another. The increase of insecurity 

of lives and properties in Nigeria is an issue that has generated the attention of researchers (Otto & 

Ukpere, 2012;  Ayonmike, Okwelle & Okeke, 2014).  Rivers State in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria 

has had its own share of insecurity related issues. This is not different from what is happening in some 

other parts of Nigeria today. However, in a bid to mitigate insecurity issues in Rivers State and to get the 

state rid of criminals, kidnappers, armed robbers and killers, the state Government under the leadership of 

Barrister Nyesom Wike in addition to supporting security agencies in the state through the provision of 

vehicles, gadgets and others (Nwakaudu, 2015), declared an amnesty to every crime offenders in the state 

with a promise of rehabilitating every repentant criminals, kidnappers, armed robbers and the likes with 

vocational skill acquisition. This is with a view at improving the wellbeing of these repentant criminals 

and maintaining security of lives and properties in the state. It is against this backdrop that prompted the 

researchers to investigate the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) that 

offers vocational skill training to individuals, as a tool for mitigating insecurity in Rivers State. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study was to investigate the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and 

Training as a tool for mitigating insecurity in Rivers State. Specifically, the study intended to: 

1. Ascertain the perception of TVET Lectures and Technologists on the level of insecurity in Rivers 

State. 
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2. Identify the Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills suitable in improving Rivers 

State youths wellbeing. 

3. Determine the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills in improving 

Rivers Stale youths wellbeing? 

4. Determine the expected improved security condition of Rivers State through TVET skill 

acquisition by youths? 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were posed to guide the study; 

1. What is the perception of TVET Lectures and Technologists on the level of insecurity in Rivers State.? 

2. What are the Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills that are suitable in improving 

Rivers State youths wellbeing? 

3. What is the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills in improving Rivers 

Stale youths wellbeing? 

4. What is the expected improved security condition of Rivers State through TVET skill acquisition by 

youths? 

Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance in the study 

1. There is no significant difference between the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and 

Technologists on the TVET skills suitable in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing. 

2. There is no significant difference in the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on 

the relevance of TVET in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing. 

3. There is no significant difference in the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on 

the expected improved security condition of Rivers state through TVET skill acquisition by 

youths. 

 

METHOD                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

The design of the study was a descriptive survey. The study was carried out in Rivers State. As at the time 

of this study, Rivers State was regarded as one of the states that elections could not be concluded due to 

insecurity issues and other related crimes. The population of the study comprised all the TVET Lecturers 

and Technologists in the three tertiary technical institutions in Rivers State. This included Rivers State 

University, Ignatius Ajuru University of Education and Federal College of Education (Technical) Omoku, 

Rivers State. The sample size of the study was 71 TVET Lecturers and 182 Technologists selected 

through purposive sampling method. The instrument for the study was a questionnaire titled “Technical 

and Vocational Education and Training in Mitigating Insecurity Questionnaire” (TVETMIQ) structured in 

the pattern of Likert 5 point rating scale.  

The instrument was faced and content validated by three experts in the Department of Vocational and 

technology Education, Rivers State University, Port Harcourt. The reliability of the instrument was 

determined through Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient method for measuring of internal consistency 

of the instrument. A total of 10 respondents who were not part of the sample were used in testing the 

reliability of this study. The reliability coefficient of 0.83 was obtained. Copies of the instrument were 

administered and retrieved by the researchers at the spot. Percentages, mean and standard deviation were 

used to answer the research questions while t-test was used to test the hypotheses. A criterion mean of 

3.00 was the cut-off point used to determine the acceptability or otherwise of an item in answering the 

research questions 1, 3 and 4. Standard deviation values close or wide apart were used to determine the 

homogeneity in opinion among the respondents.  For research question 2, any item rated from 50% and 

above was accepted as high. In testing the hypotheses, the decision rule was to reject the null hypothesis if 

the calculated t-value is greater than the critical t-value and to accept the null hypothesis if otherwise.  
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RESULTS  

Research Question 1. 

What is the perception of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on the level of insecurity in Rivers State.? 

Table 1:  Mean Responses on perception on the level of insecurity in Rivers State 

S/N Social vices Lecturers    Technologists 

Mean SD Remarks Mean SD Remarks 

1.  Kidnapping  4.83 0.82 High 4.62 0.34 High 

2.  Robbery 4.17 0.92 High 4.19 0.29 High 

3.  Shooting 4.33 0.95 High 4.69 0.36 High 

4.  Beheading for ritual purposes 3.00 0.90 High 3.38 0.64 High 

5.  Looting  3.00 0.91 High 3.62 0.68 High 

6.  Intimidation  3.33 0.75 High 3.58 0.66 High 

7.  Forceful initiation of youth into 

cult groups 

3.33 0.93 High 3.65 0.68 High 

8.  Raping  3.50 0.85 High 3.62 0.68 High 

9.  Bunkering  3.50 0.85 High 3.88 0.73 High 

10.  Vandalization of property 3.56 0.87 High 3.88 0.73 High 

11.  Drug trafficking  3.33 0.80 High 3.50 0.66 High 

12.  Nocturnal meeting 3.50 0.91 High 3.77 0.45 High 

13.  Increase in cult related activities  3.67 0.76 High 4.50 0.59 High 

14.  Proliferation of arms 4.00 0.90 High 4.42 0.57 High 

15.  Killings  4.00 0.85 High 4.62 0.79 High 

 Grand 3.45 0.86  3.99 0.59  

 

Table 1 show that TVET Lecturers and technologists are in agreement with all the items with mean values 

above the cut-off point of 3.00 as high level of insecurity cases in Rivers State. The standard deviation of 

the items ranged from 0.75 to 0.95 for TVET lecturers and 0.29 to 0.79 for technologists. This implies 

that the respondents were close in their opinions. 

 

Research Question 2. 

What are the Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills that are suitable in improving 

Rivers State youths wellbeing? 

Table 2: Responses on TVET Skills suitable in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing. 

S/N TVET Skills      Lecturers    Technologists 

YES NO YES NO 

16.  Auto Mechanics Technology  71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

17.  Radio, Television and electronics 

maintenance 

71(100%) - 175(97%) 7(4%) 

18.  Welding and fabrication 71(100%) - 182(100%) - 

19.  Masonry  71(100%) - 168(92%) 14(8%) 

20.  Carpentry and joinery  71(100%) - 161(88%) 21(12%) 

21.  Furniture making  71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

22.  Plumbing and pipefitting 71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

23.  Electrical installation and 

maintenance   

71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

24.  Animal production 59(83%) 12(17%) 147(81%) (19%) 

25.  Computer programming 71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

26.  Website design   71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

27.  Ceramics production 57(80%) 14(20%) 168(92%) 14(8%) 

28.  Hair dressing/barbing training  71(100%) - 182(100%) - 

29.  Coupling 71(100%) - 168(92%) 14(8%) 
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30.  Fashion design/tailoring                                                   71(100%) - 175(96%) 7(4%) 

31.  Catering 71(100%) - 178(98%) 4(2%) 

32.  Fishery/aqua-culture 71(100%) - 161(88%) 21(12%) 

33.  Industrial Chemistry 47(66%) 24(34%) 154(85%) 28(15%) 

34.  Automobile Driving (heavy duty) 71(100%) - 182(100%) - 

35.  Painting 71(100%) - 179(98%) 3(2%) 

36.  Bead and hat making 71(100%) - 162(89%) 10(11%) 

37.  Tie and dye 58(82%) - 140(77%) 42(23%) 

38.  Phone repairs 71(100%) - 167 (92%) 15(8%) 

39.  Decoration 60(85%) - 182(100%) - 

40.  Music 71(100%) - 155(85%) 27(15%) 

 

Table 2 shows that the listed TVET Skills are relevant in improving Rivers State youths welfare as 

suggested by both Technical and Vocational Education and Training Lecturers and Technologists. 

 

Research Question 3. 

What is the relevance of Technical and Vocational Education and Training skills in improving Rivers 

Stale youths wellbeing? 

Table 3: Responses on the relevance of TVET Skills in improving Rivers State youths well being 

S/N0 Youths wellbeing  Lecturers Technologists 

Mean SD Remarks Mean SD Remarks 

41.  Provision of good 

health  

4.00 0.92 Accepted  4.42 0.57 Accepted 

42.  Provision of good 

food 

4.50 0.65 Accepted 3.73 0.70 Accepted 

43.  Provision of shelter 4.67 0.31 Accepted 4.31 0.30 Accepted 

44.  Provision of Security  4.33 0.62 Accepted 4.08 0.78 Accepted 

45.  Peace of Mind  4.50 0.65 Accepted 4.23 0.46 Accepted 

46.  Peaceful co-existence  4.33 0.62 Accepted 4.27 0.53 Accepted 

47.  Peace with the 

environment 

4.17 0.95 Accepted 4.12 0.76 Accepted 

48.  Economic stability    4.17 0.91 Accepted 3.92 0.74 Accepted 

49.  Ability to socialize 4.00 0.89 Accepted 3.96 0.75 Accepted 

50.  Be employable  4.83 0.35 Accepted 4.54 0.52 Accepted 

51.    Become employer of 

labour   

4.33 0.99 Accepted 4.31 0.54 Accepted 

52.  Self-reliance 4.67 0.31 Accepted 4.58 0.14 Accepted 

53.  Dependable livelihood  4.33 0.61 Accepted 4.42 0.31 Accepted 

54.  Steady source of 

income 

4.33 0.62 Accepted 4.31 0.30 Accepted 

55.  To contribute 

positively in 

community 

development                                                    

4.43 0.65 Accepted 4.12 0.79 Accepted 

 Total  4.37 0.66  4.22 0.55  

Table 3 shows all the respondents accepted all the items as importance of TVET Skills in improving 

Rivers State youths wellbeing. The standard deviation of the items ranged from 0.61 to 0.99 for TVET 

lecturers and 0.30 to 0.79 for technologists. This signifies closeness in the opinions of the respondents. 
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Research Question 4. 

 What is the expected improved security condition of the state through TVET skill acquisition by youths in 

Rivers State? 

 

Table 4: Responses on the improved condition of living through TVET Skill acquisition 
 

 

 Table 4 revealed that the respondents accepted all the items as the expected improved security condition 

of the state through (TVET) skill acquisition by youths in Rivers State. The standard deviation of the 

items ranged from 0.19 to 0.64 for TVET lecturers and 0.45 to 0.79 for technologists. This is an 

indication that the respondents were close in their opinions.   

 

Null Hypothesis 1. 

 There is no significant difference in the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on the 

TVET suitable for improving Rivers State youths wellbeing. 

 

Table 5: t-test analyses of Lecturers and Technologists on TVET Skills suitable for improving 

Rivers State youths wellbeing 
 

Category N X SD Df α  

 

t-cal t-crit Decision 

TVET Lecturers  71 3.45 0.86      

    251 0.05 0.39 1.96 Accepted 

Technologists 182 3.99 0.59      

The result in Table 5 showed that the t-cal (0.39) was less than t-crit (1.96): therefore, the null hypothesis 

was accepted. Thus, there was no significant difference between the mean responses of TVET Lecturers 

and Technologists on the TVET skills suitable for improving Rivers State youths wellbeing.  

Null Hypothesis 2 

 There is no significant difference in the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on the 

relevance of TVET in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing. 

 

 

S/

N0 

Improved condition of living  TVET Lecturers Technologists 

Mean SD Remarks Mean SD Remarks 

56.  Reduction in kidnapping  4.29 0.19 Accepted 4.50 0.59 Accepted 

57.  Reduction in armed robbery 3.43 0.60 Accepted 4.35 0.30 Accepted 

58.  Reduction in the rate of killings 4.43 0.27 Accepted 4.23 0.79 Accepted 

59.  Diversion of youths interest from crime  4.57 0.27 Accepted 4.35 0.48 Accepted 

60.  Engaging youths in productive skills 

thereby creating an enabling 

environment for businesses that will 

absorb those who would have indulged 

in crimes  

4.43 0.27 Accepted 4.31 0.54 Accepted 

61.  Reduction in harassment of urban and 

rural dwellers by restive youths  

3.71 0.58 Accepted 3.54 0.66 Accepted 

62.  Reduction in cult activities 4.00 0.53 Accepted 4.04 0.48 Accepted 

63.  Reduction in vandalization of 

properties by youth 

4.14 0.56 Accepted 4.15 0.28 Accepted 

64.  Reduction in number of political thugs 3.86 0.54 Accepted 3.77 0.45 Accepted 

65.  Reduction in election crime  4.33 0.64 Accepted 3.54 0.66 Accepted 

 Total  4.12 0.45  4.08 0.52  
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Table 6: t-test analyses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on the relevance of TVET  Skills in 

improving Rivers State youths wellbeing 

Category N X SD Df α  

 

t-cal t-crit Decision 

TVET lecturers  71 4.37. 0.66      

    251 0.05 0.05  1.96 accepted 

Technologists 182 4.22 0.55      

            

Table 6 shows that the t-cal value (0.05) was less than t-crit value (1.96) therefore, the null hypothesis 

was accepted. Thus, there was no significant difference between the mean responses of TVET Lecturers 

and technologists on the relevance of TVET Skills in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing.  

 

Null Hypothesis 3. 

 There is no significant difference in the mean responses of TVET Lecturers and Technologists on the 

expected improved security condition of Rivers state through TVET skill acquisition by youths. 

 

Table 7: t-test analysis TVET Lecturers and technologists on the expected improved security 

condition through TVET Skill Acquisition    

Category N X SD Df α  

 

t-cal t-crit Decision 

TVET lecturers  71  4.12 0.45      

    251 0.05 0.02 1.96 Rejected 

Technologists 182 4.08  0.52              

            

Table 7 shows that the calculated t-test was 0.02 was less than the t-crit was 1 .96 at 251 degree of 

freedom. Therefore, the null hypothesis was accepted. Thus, there was no significant difference between 

TVET lecturers and Technologists on the expected improved security condition of the state through 

(TVET) skill acquisition by youths in Rivers State. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The result of the study shown in Table I reveals that the Vocational educators and students agreed that 

kidnapping, robbery, shooting, proliferation of arms, killings and other cult related activities among 

others,  are Very High in Rivers state. The findings of this study corroborated with the study of Udoh 

(2015) who observed that there is an increase in insecurity in Nigerian since there are cases of’ bombings, 

shootings and killings, kidnapping, armed robbery, arson among others.  

Data presented in Table 2 shows that the listed TVET Skills such as Auto mobile technology, welding 

and fabrication, carpentry, plumbing, hair dressing, decoration among others were accepted by both 

TVET Lecturers and Technologists as skills if acquired by Rivers State youths can instigate their 

economic development. This finding is consistent with the finding of David (2010) who posited that 

TVET focuses on specific trades such as automobile repairs or mechanic, welding, plumbing, electrical 

craftsmanship, hair dressing, tailoring and barbing that can equip an individual to be self-reliant. 

Results presented in Table 3 shows all the respondents accepted that the provision of good health, food  

and shelter among others, are the important role of TVET skills in improving Rivers State youths 

wellbeing. This finding is in line with Shiba (2015) who posited that TVET plays essential role in 

improving the well being of youths and communities. The analyses in Table 4 revealed that reduction in 

kidnapping, armed robbery, killing and election crime among others; are the expected improved security 

condition of the state through TVET skill acquisition by youths in Rivers State. This finding supports the 

report of Shiba (2015) that TVET can be a decisive instrument for youth to participate in the workforce 

and to improve their conditions and social status.  

Data analysis in Tables 5, 6 and 7 indicate that there were no differences in opinions between TVET 

Lecturers and technologists on the TVET skills suitable for improving Rivers state youth wellbeing; the 
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relevance of TVET Skills in improving Rivers State youths wellbeing as well as expected improved 

security condition of Rivers state through (TVET) skill acquisition by youths in Rivers State. This is an 

indication that major stakeholders in TVET hold a strong view that acquisition of skills by many youths 

in Rivers State can mitigate insecurity in the state.  

 

CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings of this study, it was deduced that insecurity such as kidnapping armed robbery, 

shooting, killing, proliferation of arms and others was high in Rivers State, but the adoption of Technical 

and Vocational Education and Training Skills such as auto mobile technology, welding and fabrication, 

radio/television maintenance, phone repairs, decoration, fashion design, catering, hair dressing and others 

for the training of repentant crime offenders in the state will help in improving the wellbeing of restive 

youths which will in turn reduce kidnapping, armed robbery, divert the interest of restive youths from 

crime, reduce harassment of urban and rural dwellers by restive youths and so on. Therefore, the study 

concluded that the steps by state government to rehabilitate repentant crime offenders will help mitigate 

insecurity in the state if it is well executed. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made; 

1. There should be an immediate vocational training of every youth who laid down his/her arms by 

Government. 

2. At least six standard vocational training centers should be established in the three senatorial zones of 

Rivers State in order to train more of the repentant youths. 

3. Everyone who acquires the relevant TVET skills through the state vocational training programme 

should be properly established in order to earn a living after the training 

4. Adequate supervision of every participant in the state vocational training programme should he carried 

out during and after the training. This will ensure that every participant earns a living after the training. 

5. The government should organize exhibitions on yearly basis for skilled youths in the state to showcase 

what they were able to develop. The best youths should be provided with necessary assistance to enable 

him/her commercialized the product. This will help build the confidence required in strengthening the 

vocational training programme in the state. 
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