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ABSTRACT 

Attitude has been identified as one of the psycholinguistic variables affecting second language learning as 

students come with varied attitudes, beliefs and expectations which may facilitate or inhibit their success 

in language learning. Consequently, attitude of students towards learning English has been a significant 

and interesting research area. This paper investigated the gender based attitude of students towards 

English in northern Nigeria – a region that is characterized by low enrollment of the girl – child 

education. A survey research was employed. Thus, random sampling comprising four Secondary Schools 

were used. The use of questionnaire technique was used to collect the data and 240 copies were 

administered. The researcher used a descriptive statistics. The result showed that gender played a 

significant role in second language learning as female learners developed more positive attitude towards 

English than their male counterparts.  
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INTRODUCTION 

While sex clearly refers to the biological trait of each person, many definitions have been advanced to 

describe gender, all of which are more or less analogous. A prevailing explanation relates gender to the 

social relationships, roles and responsibilities of men and women, combined with the expectations held 

about the characteristics, attitudes and behaviors of both men and women. In this paper, special attention 

to language attitudes of men and women led to a personal curiosity to carry out a study on the recent 

response towards English language in the northern Nigeria – a region characterized by a low enrollment 

of the girl child education and incessant advocacy by the terrorist group, Boko Haram to let go western 

education. The primary consideration behind this paper is to come up with an empirical statement that 

man and women in the northern Nigeria have a different response towards English (at least now). In this 

case, this paper should be viewed from the sociolinguistic perspective since men and women are raised in 

different subcultures which may be the reason for varied responses towards a English as a second 

language. Furthermore, the study on the north eastern Nigeria is chosen because it is ranked the weakest 

region in terms of school enrollment especially the girl child education. The secondary school students 

were chosen for this study because they are at the age when they should have thoughts about their future 

and possible career studies. Thus, thoughts on language skills are relevant. Therefore, they were 

considered an ideal group to examine so as to obtain an idea on language attitudes. Thus, this paper 

intends to find out whether there is a new attitude of students towards the English language. 

Attitude is the external expression of one‟s internal beliefs and convictions. It is considered as a 

substantial psychological constructs in explaining both the process and outcome of second language 

learning Gardner, (2001, 2010); Noels, (2005); Dörnyei, (2003). On the other hand, Students‟ attitudes 

towards the target language, its speakers and the learning context may all play some part in explaining 

their success in learning a language Dörnyei (2009) argues that a learner‟s attitudes affect the 

development of motivation. This implies an interrelationship between attitudes and language learning. 
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Second language learner benefits from positive attitudes while negative attitudes may lead to decreased 

motivation, and unsuccessful attainment of proficiency. Individual differences also play a significant role 

in learning a language. For instance, factors like, gender, age, language background, peer influences and 

parental level of education are some of the variables that influence language acquisition and attitudes 

Merisou-Storm, (2007). Therefore, attitude is a very important factor in learning language and in learning 

generally, that is why learners should be taught, encouraged to develop a positive attitude towards 

learning early in life. For this reason, great deal of attention has been focused on English language in 

moral, social, cultural, political and the development of the great nation, Nigeria. This is because almost 

all over the world English is predominantly the language of communication. 

From the beginning to the present days, philosophers and thinkers focus have been on the very nature of 

language as well as the aspects of its use. Language is learnt and it is also the vehicle through which 

other things are learnt. 

English language and its roles in Nigeria 
While the English language is a legacy bequeathed in Nigeria by the British colonial masters, the 

language has become a language of globalization as Egbokhare (2006) asserted that English language has 

evolved as the lingua-franca in the global power. This legacy is seen by many Nigerians as an invaluable 

tool because of the roles it plays in the nation. Nigeria as a multilingual nation does not have one selected 

indigenous language for interaction among all its citizens; English language has been made to serve as a 

medium of connection between ethnic groups in Nigeria. Furthermore, English helps to maintain and 

establish a good relationship among Nigerians as it serves as a medium of interaction with people from 

different linguistics groups as English language is the official language of Nigeria, language of 

international communication and a medium of instructions in Nigerian schools. Any student encountering 

problem with English may probably find it difficult with other subjects trying to understand their ideas 

and concepts in learning. For this reason, both male and female students should be made to develop 

positive attitudes towards learning English language in order to perform better in English and the other 

subjects. Siti (2008) suggests that students‟ attitudes correlate with their proficiency level in the English 

language learning. This study aimed at exploring the significance of attitudinal factors in learning English 

language, among the male and female students in four secondary schools in Gombe a town located at the 

centre of the north east Nigeria. 

The English language is used as an official language, second language to millions of Nigerians and a first 

language to millions of young Nigerians especially in the urban centers.  Since the English langiage has 

occupied stage in the country, there have been discussions related to the English proficiency because the 

level of English is somehow domesticated so much that some native speakers may not comprehend when 

a Nigeria speaks the language. Against backdrop, the complex linguistic situation in the country and the 

quest for unity calls for an investigation on how young Nigerian boys and girls view the language.   

Statements of Problem 

The teaching and learning of English language in Nigerian schools can achieve desirable results only 

when it is managed by putting a round peg in a round whole sock to equip laboratory, qualified teachers 

and the interest of the students would be positive. Attitude is a vital factor that determines learner‟s 

performance, motivation and achievements in English language or learning a new language in particular. 

In today‟s global, competitive and open world, the demand for foreign languages is obviously increasing. 

Language proficiency and communication skills are crucial conditions in the workplace. As Lin, (2013) 

asserts that with ever-increasing globalization, language skills are becoming increasingly important and 

are highly necessary for those who want to keep pace with the global community. Furthermore, foreign 

languages are means of cultural exchange and would therefore help promoting better mutual 

understanding and friendship across nations. Additionally, learning a foreign language is different from 

learning other subjects, since it might also involve adopting certain behavioral patterns and cognitive 

attributes from another socio-cultural community. Unfortunately, Nigerian students, Gombe in particular 

hardly express themselves properly in English language, their ability not to understand, read and write 

well results to massive failure in both their internal and external examinations, thereby making them to be 

incompetent in English language Ghazali (2009). The study seeks to find out the attitude of male and 
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female students towards learning and teaching of English language being a second language, an official 

and the language of instruction in four secondary schools in Gombe, Nigeria. 

The following are the objectives: 

1. examine both the students‟ level of proficiency in English language; 

2. the relationship between attitude and the process of education; 

3. determine which of the two type of attitude (positive/negative) both students have towards 

English language learning; 

4. and to determine the measure to improve English language as a language for instruction. 

Significance of the Study 

The accessibility and internationality of English language, makes its learning process different from other 

foreign languages as the language is being domesticated in virtually every country in which the language 

is spoken. Thus, the current study contributes to a growing body of research on attitudes. Furthermore, it 

provides new insight in this area, and as such it is anticipated that empirical research on a foreign 

language like English, might have significant pedagogical contributions in investigating foreign 

languages other than English, and consequently further enhances alternative approaches in addressing the 

impact of attitudinal factors in second language acquisition. Furthermore, the significance of this study 

also stems from its psycholinguistic, comparative and interdisciplinary approach in investigating the 

attitudinal factors in foreign language learning among secondary school students with special reference to 

English. The findings of the proposed study will stimulate a reappraisal of appreciating the role of the 

psychological factors in foreign language learning. Therefore, it is anticipated that the outcomes of this 

study would be utilized in language pedagogy, syllabus design, and foreign language reform in Nigeria, 

regarding foreign languages in general, and English language specifically. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This research on language attitude has two theoretical approaches: behaviorist and mentalist. The 

behaviorist holds that one's attitude is dependent on observing users‟ responses to certain languages (their 

actual interactions) and on the environment. The mentalist on the other hand believes that the attitude of 

the learner is innate which cannot be inferred from users‟ behavior and interactions. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Attitude is one of the important factors for success in learning a language. Therefore, many researchers 

and scholars hold divergent meanings of the subject matter. For instance, Jeffress (2016) argues that 

attitude is a mental and emotional response to the variety of circumstances that occur in one‟s life which 

may not be a behavior but mode or form of conduct or performance. It is expressed outwardly through 

gestures, movements, words, cries, laughs, tears, or sometimes stillness and apathy, but it responds to 

eternal, cognitive and affective stimuli. One cannot have an attitude to what is not known or is not valued 

as good or bad. It means taking a body and/or evaluative position on certain objects or facts, based on 

knowledge gained from them. Jeffress (ibid) further laments that positive attitude is a strong-willed and 

optimistic reaction to adversity, and a negative attitude is a harrowing vision, with the consequent 

reaction apathetic or aggressive Jeffress, (2016). On the other hand, Lambert, (2012) said that attitude 

consists of three components: the cognitive, affective and connotative components. The cognitive 

component refers to an individual‟s belief structure, the affective is the emotional reactions and the 

connotative relates to the tendency to behave in a certain way towards the attitude. Similarly, Jung, (2013) 

asserted that attitudes most times come in pairs, one consciously and another unconsciously. This means a 

peculiarity of thinking and feeling, which is the antithesis of abstraction. Similarly, Atkinson, and Hilgard 

(2014) defined attitude as likes and dislikes affinities for or aversions to objects, persons, groups 

situations or any other identifiable aspects of environment, including abstract ideas and social policies. 

Similarly, attitude has been identified as one of the psycholinguistic variables affecting second language 

learning. In second language learning, students come with different attitudes, beliefs and expectations to 

the school, which may facilitate or inhibit their success in language teaching Gardner, (2013) 
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Measurement of attitude 

One‟s attitude can be measured into two ways: direct and indirect. Direct measure is the evaluation of the 

verbal report of the attitude and, indirect measure is the interpretation of the attitude from the direct 

responses. Direct measure is individual‟s opinion which is being asked about a particular subject verbally, 

an individual‟s attitude towards that subject would be able to be estimated. The following ways of 

evaluation is being considered: (A) The individual is being asked on how s/he feels about a particular 

subject verbally and directly (questioning and interviewing). (B) Ask the individuals to say their degree of 

agreement with a series of statements which has to do with the particular subject (attitude scale). (C). Tell 

the individuals to tick those statements from the list with which they are in agreement with (check list). In 

indirect measure, individuals are given the right to structure their personal responses. Here brilliant 

interpretation of their responses would tell their attitude towards a particular subject or object. 

Language attitude 

A language attitude can be positive or negative. However, some people may hold a neutral attitude. 

Language attitude is that feelings people have about their own language or the languages of others, 

Crystal, (2007). Furthermore, Adeyanju, (2008) explained language attitude as “the attitude which 

speakers of different languages or varieties have towards their languages or to their own language. It is an 

expression of positive or negative feeling towards a language‟‟. He goes ahead to explain that attitude 

towards language may reflect the following impressions; linguistic difficulty or simplicity, ease or 

difficulty of learning, degrees of importance, elegance or social status. One may develop a positive or 

negative attitude towards a language depending on any of the above factors. He added that a child‟s 

disposition could cause a setback to learning a second language. Attitude towards a language may also 

show what people feel about the speaker of the language. 

Gender difference towards English language leaning 

It is a widely held belief that gender as a factor, plays an important part in the performance of students in 

English language. In this regard, some scholars are of the opinion that female students are more excelling 

when it comes to language courses than male students. For instance, Chukuma (2004) said that gender is a 

determining factor for the level of performance and proficiency of an individual in certain areas. He was 

of the view that special ability and gender have a lot to do with great performance of students. Similarly, 

Mussen et al., (2004) agreed with the above assertion where he said that “males are supposed to be 

naturally better than females in subjects that require special reasoning such as geometry, physics, 

chemistry, mathematics etc. Females on other hand are expected to excel at foreign languages such as 

English and French”. Blar et al, (2005) agreed with the view that there are differences in the performance 

of students in most cases, favoring females in the areas studied. He also went further to say that males do 

better in science related subjects than females. While some scholars see gender as a factor in language 

acquisition, Leome, (2006; 42) holds a different view where he affirmed that there is no fundamental sex 

differences in the academic performance of individuals. It is pointless to speak of superiority or inferiority 

of gender Because during the ages of seven to seventeen, there is little Justification for separate analysis 

of males and females on Intelligence 

Traditionally, males and females are assumed to have different abilities regarding language learning. In 

this study of male and female attitude towards English language learning, Gardner and Lambert, (2013) 

observed that not only females had more positive attitude towards the second language but also they were 

motivated towards learning a second language than males counterparts. In a similar vein, Green and 

Oxford as quoted by Oxford, (2003) investigated the effects of gender and proficiency level of English as 

foreign language students. They found out that learners‟ strategies were used more by females than males. 

Many strategies were used significantly more often by females in the study of English language learning 

while only few are being used by males. For instance, Oxford and Ehrman in Zarei (2013) discovered 

significant gender difference in favor of females in terms of general study strategies for authentic 

language use, for searching and communicating meaning, metacognitive or self-management strategies. 

The attitudes which speakers of different languages or varieties have towards their languages or to other 

languages vary significantly. 
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METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts descriptive survey research method because of its efficacy in finding out the meaning 

and obtaining accurate result of the present research situation. The survey involves the collection of data 

at a point in time and has the advantage of measuring current attitudes or practices of the target 

population. 

The population consists of two thousand, two hundred and ten (2210) secondary school students. 

 

Table.1: Population of the study 

Name of Secondary School Location Numbers of students by classes  

JSS 1 

 

JSS 2 

 

JSS 3 

 

SS1 

 

SS 2 

 

SS3 

Govt. Secondary School Orji 

Quarters 

Gombe 176 162 104 82 86 95 

Joy Academy Gombe 65 56 45 95 56 52 

ECWA Good News Schools Gombe 74 88 85 73 37 48 

Government Comprehensive 

Day Secondary School 

Gombe 225 153 88 91 82 92 

Total 4 540 459 322 341 261 287 

 

Sampling Techniques 

The study adopted a systematic random sampling which is a probability type of sampling. It is aimed at 

selecting the individual research respondents from each secondary school because it gives equal 

opportunity to every member of the research population for selection and it facilitates collection of 

information within a short time. 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Response Rate 

The questionnaire administered were presented below 

Table 2: Response Rate 

Source: Field Survey, 2017 

 

From Table 4.1, a total of two hundred and fourty (240) copies of questionnaire representing 100% of the 

total questionnares were administered to the secondary students out of the two hundred and fourty (240) 

copies of questionnaire administered, two hundred and twenty one were returned representing 92.08% of 

the total questionnaire. The table also revealed that sixty nine(69) copies of questionnaire representing 

S/No Name of  school Questionnaire 

Administered 

Questionnaire 

Returned 

Questionnaire 

not Returned 

  Freq. % Freq. % Freq. % 

1 Govt. Secondary School Orji 

Quarters Gombe 

69 28.75 65 27.08 4 1.66 

2 Joy Academy Gombe 49 20.42 45 18.75 4 1.66 

3 ECWA Good News Schools GRA 

Gombe 

47 19.58 41 17.08 6 2.50 

4 Govt. Comprehensive Day Sec. 

School Gombe 

75 31.25 70 29.16 5 2.08 

Total 04 240 100 221 92.05 19 7.90 
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28.75% of the total questionnare administered were administered to the students of Government 

Secondary School Orji.  Out of the sixty nine (69) copies of the questionnaire administered, sixty five 

(65) copies representing 27.08 % of the total questionnaire were returned while four (4) copies 

representing 1.66% were not returned. Furtheremore, table 4.1 showed that forty nine (49) copies of the 

questionnaire representing 20.42% of the total questionnare administered were administered to the 

students of Joy Academy Gombe. Out of the forty nine (49) copies of questionnaire administered, forty 

five (45) copies representing 18.75% of the total questionnaire were returned while four (4) copies 

representing 1.66% were not returned. Forty seven (47) copies of the questionnaire representing 19.58% 

of the total questionnares administered were administered to the students of ECWA Good News Schools 

GRA Gombe. Out of the forty seven (47) copies of questionnaire administered, forty one (41) copies 

representing 17.08% of the total questionnaire were returned while six (6) copies representing 2.50% 

were not returned. While seventy five (75) copies of the questionnaire representing 31.25% of the total 

questionnare administered were administered to the students of Govt. Comprehensive Day Secondary 

School Gombe. Out of the  seventy five (75) copies of questionnaire administered, seventy  (70) copies 

representing 29.16% of the total questionnaire were returned while five (5) copies representing 2.08% 

were not returned. Finally, a total number of two hundred and forty (240) copies of questionnaire were 

administered to the four secondary school  students of the sampled institutions. Out of the two hundred 

and forty (240) copies of the questionnaire administered, two hundred and twenty one (221) copies 

representing 92.05% were filled and returned, while nnineteen (19) copies representing 7.90% were not 

returned. Considering the percentage of the returned questionnaire, it can be considered adequate to allow 

for good analysis, interpretation, and generalization on the whole population. 

 

Demographic Information of the Respondents 

Table 3: Gender of the Respondents 

Gender Frequency Percentage 

 Male 103 46.6 

Female 118 53.4 

Total 221 100.0 

Source:Source: Generated by the Researcher from the Questionnaire Response 2017 Using SPSS 19.0. 

 

Table 3 showed that 118 (53.4%) of the respondents were females and 103 (46.6%) were males. This 

shows that the responses generated can be relied upon for the fact that the targeted population cut across 

both genders. 

 

Table 4: class Respondents 

Class Frequency Percentage 

JSS1 25 11.3 

JSS2 25 11.3 

JSS3 30 13.6 

SS1 27 12.2 

SS 2 30 13.6 

SS 3 84 38.0 

TOTAL 221 100 

Source: Generated by the Researcher from the Questionnaire Response 2017 
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Table 4. shows that majority 84 (38%) of the respondents were SS3 students, followed by Senior School 

students 2 and Junior Secondary School 3 with 30 each (13.6% each) SS1 with 27 (12.2%) and JSS1 and 

JSS2 with the same 25 respondents (11.3%) 

 

Students’ Attitudes towards Learning English 

Table 5. Descriptive Statistics on the Attitude of Students towards English language learning 

No Item A% D  % U    % Total    % Mean 

1 I feel proud when I speak in 

English 

217 98.2 4 1.8 0 0 221 100 2.98 

2 I spend most of my time in the 

library to follow up every new 

development in English 

210 95.0 9 4.1 2 0.9 221 100 2.94 

3 I encourage my school mates 

to study English 

219 99.1 2 0.9 0 0 221 100 2.99 

4 I feel bored when studying 

English materials 

3 1.4 212 95.9 6 2.7 221 100 1.98 

5 I feel the specialization in 

English is more interesting 

than any other fields 

216 97.7 4 1.8 1 0.5 221 100 2.97 

6 Studying English is a waste of 

time 

4 1.8 215 97.3 2 0.9 221 100 2.00 

7 I prefer the English language 

to other languages. 

198 89.6 16 7.2 7 3.2 221 100 2.86 

8 English is more useful to other 

languages. 

213 96.4 6 2.7 2 0.9 221 100 2.95 

9 I feel embarrassed to speak 

English in front of students. 

6 2.7 178 80.5 37 16.7 221 100 1.85 

10 I plan to make sure that my 

children learn English well. 

218 98.6 1 0.5 2 0.9 221 100 2.97 

11 Studying English should start 

as early as the First Grade in 

schools. 

219 99.1 2 0.9 0 0 221 100 2.99 

12 English is a difficult language 

to learn. 

5 2.3 214 96.8 2 0.9 221 100 2.01 

13 I like listening to music and 

watching films in English. 

211 95.5 8 3.6 2 0.9 221 100 2.94 

14 I really work hard to learn 

English. 

213 96.4 3 1.4 5 2.3 221 100 2.94 

15 If Nigeria had no contact with 

English-speaking countries, it 

would be a great loss. 

208 94.1 10 4.5 3 1.4 221 100 2.92 

16 I like the English culture. 121 54.8 58 26.2 42 19.0 221 100 2.35 

Source: Generated by the Researcher from the Questionnaire Response 2017. 

 

This section presents, analyzes and interprets the responses obtained on the level of the secondary schools 

students‟ attitudes towards English Language learning. In testing this, sixteen questions were developed 

and descriptive statistics using frequencies, percentages and mean were used to analyze the data. 

The mean responses shown on the Table 4.4 signifies that fourteen of the responses are in total agreement 

with the attitudinal statement. That is, the mean scores of 2.99, 2.98, 2.97, 2.94, 2.92, 2.86, 2.35, 2.01, 

2.00, all stand on and above the cut-off value mean of 2.00 and this indicates a high score on the level of 
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the secondary schools students‟ attitude towards English language learning . While the students disagreed 

with the two negative attitudinal statements towards English Language learning because their mean scores 

of 1.98 and 1.85 are below the cut-off mean value. 

 

Table 6. Role of Motivation in Second Language Acquisition 

No Item A% D  % U    % Total    % Mean 

1 Studying English is important 

because it will be useful in 

getting a good job. 

208 94.1 8 3.6 5 3.6 221 100 2.91 

2 I learn English in order to be 

able to communicate with 

other people when I travel. 

211 95.5 4 1.8 6 2.7 221 100 2.92 

3 I mainly focus on using 

English for class assignments 

and examinations. 

42 19 162 73.3 17 7.7 221 100 2.12 

4 I want to get good grades. 210 95 11 5 0 0 221 100 2.95 

5 I read only English textbooks 51 23.1 160 72.4 10 4.5 221 100 2.94 

6 Being proficient in English 

can lead to more success and 

achievements in life. 

209 94.6 12 5.4 0 0 221 100 2.94 

7 An educated person is 

supposed to be able to speak 

English 

212 95.9 9 4.1 0 0 221 100 2.95 

8 I always search for English 

information on the internet. 

180 80.4 15 6.8 26 11.8 221 100 2.69 

9 Being proficient in English 

makes other people respect 

me. 

213 96.4 8 3.6 0 0 221 100 2.96 

10 I am learning English because 

I am interested in the English 

language and the English 

culture. 

140 63.4 63 28.5 18 8.1 221 100 2.55 

11 I want to understand English 

arts, literatures and history. 

210 95 11 5.0 0 0 221 100 2.95 

12 Studying English helps me to 

be an open-minded, and 

sociable with people. 

178 80.5 43 19.5 0 0 221 100 2.80 

13 I am determined to study 

English as best as I can to 

achieve maximum 

proficiency. 

218 98.6 3 1.4 0 0 221 100 2.98 

 

This section presents and interprets the responses obtained on the role of motivation in second language 

acquisition of the secondary schools students. In testing this, thirteen questions were developed and 

descriptively analysis using frequencies, percentages and mean. 

The Mean responses shown on the Table 3.4 indicates that all the respondents have agreed with the 

thirteen motivational factors stated. That is, the obtained mean scores of 2.98, 2.96, 2.95, 2.95, 2.95,  

2.94, 2.94,  2.92, 2.91, 2.80, 2.69,  2.55, 2.12 are  all  above the cut-off value mean of 2.00 and this 
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indicates a high score on the  role of motivation in second language acquisition of the secondary schools 

students towards English language learning . 

 

English in the Curriculum 
Table 7. English in the Curriculum 

No Item A% D  % U    % Total    % Mean 

1 English is the language used for 

teaching in most Nigerian 

schools. 

221 100 0 0 0 0 221 100 3 

2 Nigerian School yearly 

teaching and learning plan is 

designed in English language 

221 100 0 0 0 0 221 100 3 

 

This section presents the responses obtained on the importance of English in the Curriculum. The result 

showed that all the respondents agreed that English is the language used for teaching in most Nigerian 

schools and they also agreed that Nigerian Schools‟ yearly teaching and learning curriculum is designed 

in English language. In testing this, sixteen questions were developed and descriptive statistics using 

frequencies, percentages and mean were used to analyze the data. 

Gender differences in attitudes and motivation towards learning English 

 

Table 8. Gender differences in attitudes and motivation towards learning English 

Variable Sex N Mean 

Motivation Male 

 

103 

 

46.6 

 

Attitude Female 118 53.4 

Total 2 221 100 

 

This result shows that there are significant differences between male and female students in terms of the 

motivational and attitudinal orientations. The results of the responses reported in (table 4.7) revealed that 

the mean score of female students (M = 53.4) is higher than their male counterparts (M = 46.6). This 

indicates that female students are more interactively motivated to learn English than male students. 

Additionally, female students have a higher level of motivation to learn English (M = 53.4) than the male 

students (M = 46.6). Some of the female students explained that poor performance in school or out of 

school could trigger their parents to give them out in marriage. So, for the avoidance of forceful marriage 

the girls developed special interest in English which the language of instruction in all schools across 

Nigeria. Thus, education to most of the girls in the far northern Nigeria is considered as a means of 

salvation from early marriage. The north east Nigeria has the highest proportion of women out of school 

with 68%. The results showed that there were significant differences between different schools and 

gender in their responses. This could be a factor that helped to explain possible differences in other 

attitudes and motivations as well. The two schools that seemed to stand out in this item are schools which 

both are private. A high percentage of the students in these schools did consider going to school to be 

important because they are privileged than the average public school students in the north east Nigeria. 

On the other hand, students from public schools are less motivated towards in general.  

Overall, the attitudes of both boys and girls learning English was somewhat  positive as there were quite a 

number of participants who considered studying English and other subjects in English as interesting. 

Perhaps, the participants especially girls felt English is an advantage on the job market as many of them 

believed that it was not possible to secure white collar jobs without the knowledge of English. Thus, the 

role of language in the mind of most of the female students was high and the language was considered an 

essential asset in building careers. Also, some participants viewed English as the most useful language in 

communicating with other people.  
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Students’ attitudes and motivation towards English language 
Motivation and attitudes are closely interrelated and as such they would be interpreted and discussed in 

one section. These two aspects of the study have been confirmed by the research findings which indicate 

that the students are highly motivated to learn English. On the other hand, the mean score of the female 

students in the secondary schools was higher than the mean score of the male students in the schools, 

regarding attitudes, which indicates that female students have more favorable attitudes towards English 

language than their male counterparts. Nevertheless, students in all the schools have considerably shown 

a higher level of motivation and positive attitudes towards the English language. The findings have 

demonstrated that the students were highly motivated to learn English and had positive attitudes towards 

On the other hand, the favorable attitudes of students towards the English language as presented could 

also be attributed to their level of motivation, since the two constructs are closely interrelated, even at 

times are interchangeably conceptualized or not clearly distinguished. Thus, the high level of motivation 

and at the same time the positive attitudinal orientation towards English could be better understood in the 

light of the mutual impact and correlation between motivation and attitudes. 

On the other hand, significant difference between their genders regarding their attitudes towards English 

language community was found. That is, statistically significant difference between the two genders in 

terms of their attitudes towards English language community and culture were identified in favor of the 

female. This demonstrates that the female students have more favorable attitudes towards English 

community and culture, than their counterparts. This result supports that female seem to have relatively 

more positive attitudes towards English generally. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The results of the empirical investigation demonstrated that the secondary school students were highly 

motivated and had positive favorable attitudes towards learning English. However, the female students 

were slightly more motivated than their male counterparts. Though a quantitative approach has mostly 

been used in second language learning attitude and motivation; a mixed method that incorporates both 

quantitative and qualitative methods is recommended in order to gain a comprehensive and more in-

depth understanding of the multifaceted and complex nature of students‟ motivation and attitudes in 

relation to English language in Nigeria and North in particular. Similarly, the findings of this research 

will contribute to the development of language education policy in Nigeria and further substantiate 

second Language learning motivation research. This study is also anticipated to enrich the 

interdisciplinary research in Nigeria, where it has investigated and compared gender attributes both in 

public and private schools in northern Nigeria. 
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