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ABSTRACT 

Instead, of being agricultural sector as special significance for low income, poor and vulnerable sections of 

rural societies, India has been widespread occurrence of farmers‟ suicides in different parts of the country 

including not only the drought prone areas of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra but also a State of 

heavy rainfall like Kerala, and Punjab which have large areas under irrigation. With the preoccupation of the 

Government, with the rate of economic growth and promotion of the private sector in the secondary and 

tertiary sectors, that is, industrial and service sectors, the agricultural sector and the sector of rural 

development were neglected. The study is based on a wealth of statistics and case studies, shows that farmers 

commit suicides because they are driven to do so by the desperate conditions in which they find themselves. 

These farmers belong to different caste groups, especially from small and marginal farmers group. The present 

study found that indebtedness is one of the most noticeable reason for farmers suicide in India. According to 

the state government's own statistics, as many as 5838 farmers had killed themselves between 2006 and 

December 2010. Majority of them was because of compound interest i.e. Interest that accrues on the initial 

principal and the accumulated interest of a principal deposit, loan or debt. Compounding of interest allows a 

principal amount to grow at a faster rate than simple interest, which is calculated as a percentage of only the 

principal amount. Most of the suicidal farmers have swallowed pesticides, the easiest killer at hand. Burdened 

by compound interest, they compound tragedy, leaving families their debts, and depriving them of fathers, 

husbands and breadwinners. The research focuses on major causes of farmers‟ suicide, what should be the 

policies to stop it, how the farmers can get economically self sustainability. 
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INTRODUCTION 

For a country which has the capacity to produce three crops in a year, the ceaseless cases of farmer suicides 

are an ignominious fact. The statics of the deaths are so high that there is nothing personal or moving left in 

them. Farmers' suicides are the most tragic and dramatic symptom of the crisis of survival faced by Indian 

peasants. GDP of agriculture and allied sectors in India was recorded at US$ 259.23 billion in FY15. 

According to the advanced estimates of Central Statistical Organisation, agriculture and allied sector recorded 

a growth of 8.3 per cent in FY15. Agriculture provides the principal means of livelihood for over 58 percent of 

India's population. Rapid increase in indebtedness is at the root of farmers' taking their lives. Debt is a 

reflection of a negative economy. Two factors have transformed agriculture from a positive economy into a 

negative economy for peasants: the rising of costs of production and the falling prices of farm commodities. 

Both these factors are rooted in the policies of trade liberalization and corporate globalization.  Mishra and 

Dandekar et el tried to locate the individual farmer in the broad context of an ailing agrarian economy. They 

pointed out the exploitation of farmer at the hand of suppliers of farm input. They focused on the social and 

economic base of the farmer suicide. 

In the discussion of the issue of rural indebtedness, no doubt the farmer class assumes considerable 

importance. This is mainly because amongst the 58% of population who depend on cultivation in India, a large 

percentage belongs to the marginal and small farmer category. These cultivator households need credit on a 

continuous basis for meeting their working capital needs. Food security of the country to a large extent also 
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depends on the output generated by these farmers. Therefore it is necessary to ensure timely and affordable 

credit to the cultivator households. 

In reality however, we observe that most of the poor and marginal farmers do not get access to the formal 

credit network. In this context it is important to note that the farmer class is not a homogeneous group. They 

belong to different economic and social groups and for policy purposes it is essential to understand access to 

credit by these different groups of farmers‟ households in India. Regional variations in this context also 

assume importance as in certain states of India we observe burden of indebtedness leading some to take 

extreme step such as suicide. This calls for identifying specific state level measures necessary to combat credit 

related problems. 

When we consider farmer households, land holding size provide a better indicator of their economic status 

than the household income or expenditure. Keeping this aspect in mind we examine indebtedness scenario 

with respect to certain indicators by classifying farmer households according to their landholding size. 

Analysis is also carried out by considering the social class to which the household belongs, such as schedule 

caste or schedule tribes (SC or ST) or, weaker section such as households headed by woman. 

A number of studies examine trends in formal sector lending for different economic activities or different 

sectors in India economy using the bank level data from the Reserve Bank of India. Studies on the rural credit 

market observe that there was an increase in supply of credit to rural areas during the period after 

nationalization of commercial banks (in 1969). However, after liberalization (1991) there has been a decrease 

in rural banking net work as reflected through indicators such as number of rural branch offices of commercial 

banks (Rajeev, 2011). 

The problem of non accessibility of formal sector credit to the poor and needy has been often highlighted in 

the literature. Even though the state made endeavours to address this problem by stipulating norms for 

compulsory lending to the agriculture sector, the formal lending agencies have not been successful in reaching 

out to the poor. National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO, 2002-03) data reveals that while about 30% of 

the poor borrowers get credit from the formal sector banks, this percentage increases to 60 for the richer 

farmers .The problem of access may be due to the lack of collateral, inability to comply with bureaucratic 

procedures; illiteracy, etc.  

Objectives 

1. To study the farmers‟ suicides in India. 

2.  To study the reasons behind famers‟ suicide in India. 

3. To suggests the remedial measures to mitigate the number of farmers‟ suicide in India. 

 

DATA BASE AND METHODOLOGY 

The data has been collected from the secondary sources i.e. ADSI (Accidental Death and Suicides rate in 

India), and various News Papers. Simple percentage method has been applied to calculate the data. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Farmers include those who own and work on field (viz. cultivators) as well as those who employ/hire workers 

for field work/farming activities.  Farmers‟ suicides in India have led to public policy and academic discourse.  

There have been some recent attempts at evaluating suicides incidences and estimating suicide rates for 

farmers by normalizing it with farm population or operational holding. The present purpose of the study is to 

critically examine and suggest an appropriate alternative and estimate suicide rates for farmers across the 

states of India over time. 

If we put a glance on the temporal change of farmers suicides, it is clear from the table 1 that in 2014 the 

suicide rate of farmers is at the bottom of record of nineteenth years. In 2014, the National Crime Records 

Bureau of India reported 5,650 farmer suicides. The highest number of farmer suicides were recorded in 2004 

when 18,241 farmers committed suicide. The farmers suicide rate in India has ranged between 1.4 and 1.8 per 

100,000 total population, over a 10-year period through 2005.  

India is an agrarian country with around 58% of its people depending directly or indirectly upon agriculture. 

Farmer suicides account for 11.2% of all suicides in India. Activists and scholars have offered a number of 

conflicting reasons for farmer suicides, such as monsoon failure, high debt burdens, government policies, 
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public mental health, personal issues and family problems. There are also accusation of states fudging the data 

on farmer suicides.  

Table.1 Farmers’ Suicides In India From 1995 to 2014 

 

YEAR FAMERS‟ SUICIDES 

MALE FEMALE PERSONS 

1995 8295 2425 10720 

1996 10897 2832 13729 

1997 11229 2393 13622 

1998 12986 3029 16015 

1999 13278 2804 16082 

2000 13501 3102 16603 

2001 13829 2586 16415 

2002 15308 2662 17970 

2003 14680 2463 17143 

2004 15929 2312 18241 

2005 14973 2158 17131 

2006 14664 2396 17060 

2007 14509 2123 16632 

2008 14145 2051 16196 

2009 14951 2417 17368 

2010 13592 2372 15964 

2011 12071 1956 14027 

2012 11951 1803 13754 

2014 5178 472                               5605 
    

Source- ADSI of various years 

 

A study conducted in 2014, found that there are three specific characteristics associated with high risk 

farmers: "those that grow cash crops such as coffee and cotton; those with 'marginal' farms of less than one 

hectare; and those with debts of 300 Rupees or more." The study also found that the Indian states in which 

these three characteristics are most common had the highest suicide rates and also accounted for "almost 75% 

of the variability in state-level suicides. 

 

 

 

A total of 5,178 male farmers and 472 female farmers have committed suicides, accounting for 91.6% and 

8.4% of total farmers‟ suicides. 31.1%, 29.2% 14.1% and 11.0% of female farmers‟ suicides, were reported in 
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Telangana (147 out of 472 suicides), Madhya Pradesh (138 suicides), Maharashtra (70 suicides) and 

Chhattisgarh (52 suicides) respectively. 

The State wise information on the incidents of farmers‟ suicides during the year are presented in Table 2. A 

total of 2,568 farmers‟ suicides were reported in Maharashtra followed by 898 such suicides in Telangana and 

826 suicides in Madhya Pradesh, accounting for 45.5%, 15.9% and 14.6% respectively of total farmer suicides 

during 2014. Chhattisgarh (443 suicides) and Karnataka (321 suicides) accounted for 7.8% and 5.7% 

respectively of the total farmer suicides reported in the country. These 5 States together accounted for 89.5% 

of the total farmer suicides (5,056 out of 5,650) reported in the country during 2014. 

 

Causes of Farmer Suicides 

„Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family Problems‟ are major causes of suicides, accounting for 20.6% and 

20.1% respectively of total farmers‟ suicides during 2014. The other prominent causes of farmers‟ suicides 

were „Failure of Crop‟ (16.8%), „Illness‟ (13.2%) and „Drug  Abuse/Alcoholic Addiction‟ (4.9%) [Table2] 

During 2014, major causes of suicides among male farmers were „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family 

Problems‟, which accounted for 21.5% and 20.0% respectively of total male farmers‟ suicides. Whereas, in 

female farmers‟ suicides, „Farming Related Issues‟ followed by „Family Problems‟, „Marriage Related Issues‟ 

and „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ were major causes of suicides, accounting for 21.4% (101 out of 472 

suicides), 20.6% (97 suicides), 12.3% (58 suicides) and 10.8% (51 suicides) respectively during 2014.
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Table. 2.  Distribution Of Farmer’s  Suicides By Causes In Selected States In India -2014 

Source- ADSI 2014 

 

Name of the 

States 

CAUSES OF THE SUICIDE 

Poverty  Property 

Dispute 

Marriage 

Related 

Issues 

Family 

Problems 

Farming 

Related 

Issues 

Failure of 

Crops(Total) 

Crop Failure 

due to 

natural 

calamities 

Crop Failure 

due to other 

reasons 

Illness Drug/Alcoholic 

addiction 

Bankruptcy/I

ndebtedness 

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 
Andhra 

pradesh 

1 0 1 0 22 0 11 0 41 1 41 0 29 1 12 0 7 1 0 0 72 0 

Assam 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bihar 0 0 0 0 0 0 57 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chattisgarh 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 18 0 4 0 2 0 16 0 106 12 28 0 0 0 

Gujarat 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 5 2 1 0 0 0 

Haryana 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2  0 0 0 0 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

    0 0 1 0 24 4 24 4 0 0 24 4 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Karnataka 5 0 0 0 2 0 14 1 87 19 86 19 4 0 83 19 50 0 2 0 75 4 

Kerala 0 0 12 0 3 0 34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 0 12 0 5 0 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

0 0 7 0 27 17 160 48 78 41 78 41 41 30 37 11 145 7 29 0 1 0 

Maharashtra 24 0 7 0 23 11 645 26 344 8 342 8 290 4 52 4 240 8 173 0 1748 26 

Odisa 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

Punja 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 4 0 3 0 

Tamilnadu 0 0 0 0 1 0 28 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 2 1 0 0 0 

Telangana 104 8 0 0 0 0 54 13 267 28 267 28 83 7 184 21 74 30 0 0 344 71 

Uttar Pradesh 0 0 2 0 1 1 23 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 

West Bengal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 134 8 31 0 82 37 1037 97 868 101 845 100 449 42 414 59 688 62 250 0 2251 101 
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Table. 3  Distribution of Farmer’s Suicide in India According To Size Of Land Holders In 2014 

Source- ADSI 

State, –wise details on various causes of farmers‟ suicides is presented in Table–2. 33.4% suicides in 

Maharashtra and 23.2% in Telangana were due to „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟. 87.5% of farmers‟ 

suicides due to „Failure of Crop‟ were reported in Himachal Pradesh. 4.7% farmers in Himachal Pradesh, 

4.1% farmers in Jharkhand and 2.7% farmers each in Bihar, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh have committed 

suicides due to „Suspected/Illicit Relation‟. 

A total of 765 and 146 farmers in Maharashtra and Telangana have committed suicides due to 

„Bankruptcy or Indebtedness caused by Crop Loan‟ during 2014. 73.2%(857 out of 1,163) and 59.1%(671 

STATES Marginal Farmers Small Farmers Medium Farmers Large Farmers 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Andhra 

Pradesh 

62 2 48 0 46 1 1 0 

Arunachal P 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Assam 4 0 10 0 7 0 0 0 

Bihar  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chattisgarh 120 16 173 22 78 11 20 3 

Goa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gujarat  3 0 8 0 17 13 3 1 

Harayana 0 0 0 0 10 0 2 0 

Himachal P 12 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jammu 

Kashmir 

6 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Jharkhand 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Karnataka 50 1 144 5 100 17 3 1 

Karala 44 0 43 0 18 0 2 0 

Madhya P 324 70 225 42 133 17 6 0 

Maharashtra 601 26 1303 32 533 11 61 1 

Manipur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Meghalaya 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mizoram 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nagaland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Odisa 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Punjab 2 1 12 2 7 0 0 0 

Rajasthan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sikkim  22 0 0 0 11 2 0 0 

Tamilnadu 46 2 14 3 3 0 0 0 

Telangana 110 19 326 40 299 78 16 10 

Tripura 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Uttar Pradesh 12 1 35 3 11 0 1 0 

Uttarakhand 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

West Bengal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 1418 145 2346 149 1274 150 115 16 

Khan & Gomatee ….. Int. J.  Innovative Food, Nut. & Sust.  Agric. 5(4):15-22, 2017 

 

 

Ok 

   



21 
 

out of 1,135) farmers‟ suicides due to „Bankruptcy or Indebtedness‟ and „Family Problems‟ respectively 

were reported in Maharashtra alone during 2014. 

 

Land Holding Status of Farmers who have committed Suicides 

 

As per land holding status, farmers have been classified in four categories namely „Marginal Farmers‟ 

(having less than 1 hectare of land), „Small Farmers‟ (having 1 hectare to below 2 hectare of land), 

„Medium Farmers‟ (having 2 hectare to below 10 hectare of land) and „Large Farmers‟ (having more than 

10 hectare of land). This classification is meant for statistical purpose only. 

The land holding status of farmers who have committed suicides is presented in Table 3. Land holding 

status of farmers who committed suicide revealed that 44.5% and 27.9% of victims were small farmers 

and marginal farmers respectively, they together accounted for 72.4% (4,095 out of 5,650) total farmer 

suicides. 53.1% and 14.5% of small farmers who committed suicides were reported in Maharashtra (1,135 

out of 2,516) and Telangana (366 out of 2,516) respectively during 2014. Among marginal farmers, 

39.7% and 25.5% respectively of farmers‟ suicides were reported in Maharashtra (627 out of 1,579) and 

Madhya Pradesh (403 out of 1,579). However, 47.3% of well off farmers (large farmers) who have 

committed suicides were also reported in Maharashtra during 2014. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The suicide epidemic that has hit farmers of India in the early twenty first century is not confined to just 

one district, one state or one particular crop. Most of the victims of this epidemic were men. Two things 

were common in the suicide victims, one a feeling of hopelessness i.e they are unable to resolve dilemmas 

and problems of personal life and second is they face inability to find fund for various activities and 

unable to return it. However,  it‟s the absence of proper policies which hits farmers in some cases, there 

was currently no mechanism to compensate farmers hit by drought. The domestic price system did not 

take farmers into consideration and non-institutional agencies didn‟t cover tenant farmers. High cost of 

cultivation and price collapse triggers suicides as well. “Eleven farmers committed suicide in Kerala in 

the last 25 days alone due to the collapse in prices of ginger and banana.”(Indian Agrarian Crisis 26
th
 Nov 

2011).  It is clear that only to raise the agricultural expenditure and to declare economic Package to stop 

the farmers‟ suicide is not enough. For that there is need to do fundamental reforms. 

 

REMEDIES 

Farmers need protection through protective legislation as nothing is typically done to help them settle 

their debts or tackle the unprecedented price rise that leads them to commit suicides. Mere sympathy by 

political parties and government officials is not enough to bridge the widening demand-supply gap in the 

agricultural sector. 

1. Minimum Support Price mechanism for agricultural produce should appropriate with consideration 

increase in agricultural inputs. 

2. Increase import duty on cotton: Tariff barriers should used to discourage import  

3. To integrate surface and groundwater irrigation schemes and integrate the line department in order that 

the schemes are implemented efficiently. 

4. Ensure that the formal banking system in the rural areas covers all the credit requirements of farmers 

and others, and that the coverage of the formal financial system is extended to all rural households. 

5. Set up a Distress Fund that will provide support to banks in chronically drought prone  areas, and 

permit some debt relief to cultivators in extreme distress. 

6. Focus on increasing agricultural productivity with sustained growth and lower costs of production. 

7. Develop a land use strategy with particular reference to drought-prone areas. 

8. Promote and provide incentives for sustainable agriculture. 

9. Identify input needs and monitor the provision of inputs to farmers. 

10. Promote relevant public research in agriculture, particularly dry land agriculture, for the development 

of drought and disease resistant seeds of cereals and pulses. 
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11. Analyze the relationship between input costs and market prices, and suggest appropriate and timely 

interventions by the state/central government agencies, in order to ensure remunerative prices to the 

farmers 

12. Monitor the adverse effects of droughts and pests on agriculture and bring in the required initiatives 

by the appropriate agencies to mitigate distress on account of these calamities. 

13. Oversee the settlement of land records, registration of all tenancies, and issue of passbooks to all 

cultivators including tenants. 

14. Improve infrastructure for crop markets and the post-harvest management of the produce 

15. Identify proper opportunities to promote rural employment, including nonfarm employment, 

encourage diversification within and out of agriculture; develop value addition activities such as agro-

processing  in rural areas in a way that benefits farmers. 

16. Crop failures are a disaster for farmers and their families. Therefore government should make legal 

provision about crop insurance because they needy farmers take money from private lenders or banks or 

other finical institutions but when the crops fail, they are left with no option other than death. 

17. Set up a commission with statuary powers that takes decisions on the issues such as genetic 

modification technology and its impact on Indian agriculture, agriculture pricing policy and cropping 

pattern. 

18. Government should increase public expenditure on rural development. 
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