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ABSTRACT 

The paper has examined the role of the Nigeria Police Force and other relevant agencies such as the 

EFCC and ICPC in the investigation and trials of accused persons. It has outlined criminal procedures 

and proceedings, the exact roles that the police force occupies at each level of court, how exactly the 

police initiate arrest with and without warrant, the role of other authorities in criminal trials. 

Although, the bodies that investigate and support the courts in prosecuting accused persons are prone 

to some vices, it can be inferred that these bodies still have their strong points and shortcomings. As a 

way forward, there should be proper and detailed investigation. Better funding should be provided. 

There is the need to also keep an up-to-date database of all offenders while forensic scientists provide 

scientific evidence for use in the courts to ensure the proper support  either  the  prosecution  or  

defence  in  criminal  and  civil  investigations, among others.    

Keywords: Crime, Prosecution, Investigation, Nigeria Police Force.  

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

A nation can attain only achieve rapid achieve rapid development when there is good security and 

adequate protection of lives and property, where the rule of law also prevails. A pertinent feature of a 

true democracy across the globe is a criminal justice system that secures a thorough investigation and 

prosecution of accused persons in order to keep criminals away and find closure for the victim or his 

family.  Criminal law is derived from English common law practice.
1
 In Nigeria, criminal matters are 

basically provided for by the criminal and penal codes that are applicable in southern and northern 

parts of the country, respectively. Prior to the arrival of the British, criminal law and a large number 

of systems of criminal laws had existed in the country.  

A crime may be described as an act, default or conduct prejudicial to the community, the commission 

of which by law, renders the person responsible liable to punishment by fine or imprisonment in 

special proceedings and normally instituted by officers in the service of the Crown.
2
 The paper seeks 

to critically examine the responsibilities of the Nigeria Police Force and other relevant authorities in 

criminal justice administration in the country.  

 

2.0 INVESTIGATION AUTHORITIES IN NIGERIA 

Criminal investigation is an important part of the entire criminal justice system, such that its absence 

may lead to delay in the administration of justice, stalled trials, victimisation of innocent citizens and 

encouraging the escape of offenders from paying for their misdeeds. According to the Network on 

Police Reform in Nigeria (NOPRIN), there is an increasing allegation of corrupt practices level 

                                                           
1 Okonkwo, C. & Naish, M. Criminal Law in Nigeria (Second Edition, Spectrum Books Limited, 2012), p.1.  
2 Osborn‟s Concise Law Dictionary (Seventh Edition by Roger Bird) Sweet and Maxwell.  

International Journal of Innovative Legal & Political Studies 5(4):21-28, Oct. Dec., 2017 

  © SEAHI PUBLICATIONS, 2017         www.seahipaj.org                         ISSN: 2354-2926 

 

mailto:adewalekupoluyi@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.seahipaj.org/


22 
 

against Nigerian Police Force
3
 across the country.

4
 The complainants called on government to 

investigate these cases and ensure that the police officers involved in or condoning corrupt practices 

are brought to book. The Nigeria Police Force Criminal Investigation and Intelligence Department 

(FCID) which was formerly known as the Federal Investigation and Intelligence Bureau (FIIB) is the 

highest investigating arm of the Nigeria Police Force.
5
 In carrying this out, an area of challenge for 

the police had been the lack of diligence in prosecution of cases, which has led to several problems 

such as dealing with garnishments. The Police alone do not face such problems while lawyers have 

also been accused of having ulterior motives that are explored in escaping justice.  Unlike the 

situation in developed climes, the NPF is not well equipped with forensic technology to ensure a 

thorough investigation of crimes particularly at the locus in quo and in the laboratory. 

The reason for a comprehensive investigation is to ensure the following: Detection and prosecution of 

crimes, aids resolve criminal case, helps enhance national security, gives respect for human rights 

such as the right to fair hearing,
6
 preservation of law and order, protection of establishment, to certify 

a fair and efficient system of criminal law that provides for offences that distinguish between major 

and minor wrongdoings, establish the full facts and sequence of events that led to the adverse event, 

identify the concerns of families and the root cause of the omission, determine why and how it 

happened and what can be learned, identify the actions required to prevent recurrence.
7
 

Criminal investigation is an important law enforcement activity; it is viewed as a truth finding 

processes at the end of which the crime is solved while offenders are caught.
8
 However, the truth-

finding view of criminal investigation is criticised for being unrealistic. Empirical probing of criminal 

investigation showed that instead of trying to uncover the „truth‟ by focusing on the crime scene of 

each offense, detectives usually pursue a suspect-centred approach in which they try to construct a 

case against the suspects known by the police.
9
 According to this negative view to criminal 

investigation, being a truth-finding, criminal investigation is not a truth-finding process but an 

interpretive activity in which police try to construct the truth by continuously collecting and analysing 

available information.
10

  

Studies on criminal investigation have consistently found that the quality of primary investigation and 

information collected are crucial factors for the outcome of the investigation. An investigation action 

usually starts with either a petition or a complaint by an aggrieved person or by an agency over a 

misdemeanour or some criminal conduct to a superior police officer ranging from the Inspector-

General of Police (IGP), to any of his numerous police officers. 

 

3.0 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AND PROCEEDINGS IN NIGERIA 

Disputes are expected to arise as the world is not ideal
11

. There are basically two procedures for 

resolving disputes; adversarial and inquisitorial procedure or methods
12

. Due to the fact that criminal 

law is the branch of law that seeks to protect the interest of the public
13

 at large, by sanctioning certain 

conducts, which are believed to be detrimental to the society, the onus is on the state prosecutor to 

ensure that no harm comes to the society. In other words, the state brings an action against the 

accused unlike in a civil suit where the plaintiff brings an action against the defendant.  

Who represents the state in criminal proceedings? At the highest level, that is the Supreme Court and 

Court of Appeal, it is the Inspector-General of Police (IGP) and the Attorney-General of the 

                                                           
3 Hereinafter known as NPF in this study. 
4 Civil society on Police Reforms in Nigeria Report, (2012), http://www.noprin.org/CSO%20Panel%20Final%20Report.pdf, 

accessed November 28 2017. 
5 Intelligence, (2011), https://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/world/nigeria/fcid.htm, accessed November 28 2017. 
6 See Section 36 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, as amended in 2011. 
7 Ladapo, O. A, “Effective Investigations, A Pivot to Efficient Criminal Justice Administration: Challenges in Nigeria,” 

African Journal of Criminology and Justice Studies. vol. 5, no. 1&2, pp. 79-94, 2012. 
8 Maguire, E, Criminal Investigation and Crime Control, 2008, Criminal investigation and crime control, In: Newburn, Tim 

ed. Handbook of policing, Cullompton, Devon: Willan Publishing, pp. 430-464. 
9 Tong, S and Bowling, B,(2006),  Art, Craft and Science of Detective Work”, The Police Journal, Vol. 79, Issue 4. 
10 Ibid   
11 Sanni, A. Introduction to Nigerian Legal Method (2nd edition, Obafemi Awolowo University Press Limited, Ile-Ife, 

Nigeria, 2006), pp. 140-142. 
12 Ibid. 
13 See Section 14 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
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Federation
14

. At the state level, it is the Commissioner of Police (COP), the Attorney-General of any 

given state and the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP), Magistrate level it is the Inspector of Police 

(IPO) in charge of the matter and at the Federal level, private individuals such as legal practitioners, 

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), AG of the Federation and maybe the Director 

of Public Prosecution (DPP) that can represent the state in criminal proceedings.
15

 

Criminal procedure in Nigeria is governed largely by two principal legislations, which are traces of 

our British colonisation, namely, the Criminal Procedure Act (CPA)
16

 and the Criminal Procedure 

Code (CPC)
17

. Some states have adopted the provisions of these principal legislation, specifically as 

laws of the states while some others have amended some of the provisions of the principal enactments 

while another legislation is the ACJA (Administration of Criminal Justice Act, 2015), which is not 

applicable in the state unless it is a federal offence, also, ACJL (Administration of Criminal Justice 

Law), which is applicable in Lagos state alone. 

In criminal proceedings, the prosecution has to reveal its evidence to the accused before trial, thus, 

enabling the accused to prepare in advance. The accused, on his part, is not expected to reveal his 

defence in advance
18

. As a matter of fact, an accused has a right to refuse to answer certain indicting 

questions both before and during his arraignment and trial
19

. Section 35(2) of the 1999 Constitution 

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria provides thus: “Any person who is arrested or detained shall have 

the right to remain silent or avoid answering any question until after consultation with a legal 

practitioner of his choice
20

” 

Also, the person prosecuting must prove to the satisfaction of the court that the accused is guilty of 

(the harmful act) what was done beyond reasonable doubt. Mere suspicion, no matter how grave, will 

not suffice
21

, this proves that the policy that the law will rather let hundred men (100), who are 

criminals go scot-free than convict one innocent person
22

, the presumption of innocence is a 

declaration of social policy and not a legal rule
23

; the burden to prove that the accused is not innocent 

remains on and never shifts from the prosecution. Thus section 36(5) of the 1999 Constitution 

provides that: “Every person who is charges with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until 

he is proved guilty” this qualifies the fundamental right of a person as to fair hearing, as enshrined in 

the Nigerian constitution. From a biblical perspective, even Adam and Eve were allowed the right to 

fair hearing by God.
24

  

 

4.0 POWERS AND CONDUCTS OF THE NIGERIA POLICE FORCE 

Section 214(1) of the 1999 Nigerian constitution provides that: „There shall be a police force for 

Nigeria, which shall be known as the Nigeria Police Force, and subject to the provisions of this 

section, no other police force shall be established for the Federation or any part thereof‟. The Police in 

Nigeria have more specific powers which include: 

 Conducting prosecutions before any court of law in Nigeria.
25

  

 Arresting, without warrant, any person who is found by the police to be committing any 

felony, misdemeanour or simple offence; or who the police reasonably suspects of having 

committed those offences or being about to commit such offences. The Police may also arrest 

without warrant, a person who is charged by another person with the commission of an 

                                                           
14 See Sections 171(1) and 211(1) of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
15 Imosemi, A, Lecture comment in Criminal Law Class of the School of Law and Security Studies, September 11, 2017. 
16 The Act originated as Ordinance No. 42 of 1945 and was re-enacted as ordinance No. 43 of 1948 and was amended at 

various times. The principal enactment governing criminal procedure in the Southern States of Nigeria is the Criminal 

Procedure Act. 
17 In 1960, the Criminal Procedure Code was enacted and applied only to the Northern Region and later when states were 

created, to all the Northern States only 
18 Sanni, A. Introduction to Nigerian Legal Methods (2nd edn, Obafemi Awolowo University Press Limited, Ile-Ife, Nigeria, 

2006), pp. 140-142. 
19 Ibid. 
20 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
21 State v. Keji Amusan, also Section 36(5) of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
22 R v. Summers (1952) TLR 1164. 
23 Article 71(b) of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights, Cap A9 LFN 2004 as well as Sections 35 (1) and 

Section 41 (2) 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
24 Deuteronomy 1:17, John 7:51,Romans 2:12-15, Genesis 3:9-13. 
25 Section 23, Police Act. 
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offence. It should be noted that where a specific offence provides that a person charged with 

that offence should be arrested with a warrant, then such alleged offender cannot be arrested 

without warrant.
26

 

 The Police also have the power to search persons, premises and belongings.
27

 

  On search of persons, where a police officer reasonably suspects any person of having in his 

possession or carrying in any form, anything which he has reason to believe has been stolen 

or is unlawfully obtained, the police officer may detain and search such a person.
28

 

 The police have the power to take and record measurements, photographs, and fingerprints of 

people who are in lawful custody from time-to-time. This is for the purpose of 

identification.
29

 

 The police also divest the power to grant bail of person arrested without warrant, with or 

without sureties, for a reasonable amount, to appear before a magistrate at the day, time and 

place mentioned in the recognisance.
30

 

The Code of Conduct and Professional Standards for Police Officers is to provide all members for the 

Nigeria Police Force with a set of guiding principles and standards of behaviour while on or off-duty. 

A police officer will use responsibly, the discretion vested in his position and exercise it within the 

authorised jurisdiction. Despite the above important roles by the police, it can be argued that at the 

moment, the nation‟s criminal justice system appears weak and ineffective in curbing crimes and 

criminality that are increasing by the day
31

.  

 

5.0 ROLES OF OTHER AUTHORITIES: EFCC AND ICPC ON CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATIONS AND TRIALS 

The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and Independent Corrupt Practices and 

other related Offences (ICPC) aim at ensuring accountability and corporate governance in Nigeria. 

These two authorities came about because of investigating such matters as economic crimes against 

the nation such as theft since the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has stated that 

the state must be self-accountable on the basis of the constitution and the laws of the country. The 

need to curb the trend of corruption and lack of accountability by those holding high positions led to 

the establishment of the EFCC in 2003 by President Olusegun Obasanjo. It was later promulgated by 

EFCC (Establishment) Act 2004, to give legal backing to the watchdog agency.
32

 

Section 46 of the EFCC (Establishment) Act 2004 empowers the EFCC by law to investigate, prevent 

and prosecute offenders, who engage in bribery, looting and any form of corrupt practices, illegal arm 

deals, smuggling, human trafficking, and child labour, illegal oil bunkering, counterfeiting of 

currencies, illegal mining, tax evasion, theft of intellectual property and piracy, open market abuse, 

dumping of toxic waste, and prohibited goods.
33

 The ICPC is not too different from the EFCC. The 

ICPC emerged as a policy response from the Federal Government to fight corruption. The ICPC Act, 

established in 2000, covers all Nigerians in the public and private sectors and even political office 

holders with constitutional immunity, as Section 6 of the ICPC Act sets out the duties of the 

commissions on criminal matters. 

The EFCC and ICPC carry out investigation on politicians, who had left office to ensure they did not 

commit any crime and can account for all that was done during their time in office. In accordance 

with the EFCC Act 2004, when a person is arrested under the provisions of an Act, all assets and 

properties of that individual is acquired by the obtaining of order by the court.
34

 

                                                           
26 Section 24, Police Act. 
27 Section 28, Police Act. 
28 Section 29, Police Act. 
29 Section 30, Police Act. 
30 Section 27, Police Act. 
31 Kupoluyi, A. K. (2016). “Ending Arbitrary Killings”, The Guardian, August 1, p.17. 
32 Economic and Financial Crimes Commission Act 2002, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria. 
33 Economic and Financial Crimes Commission Act, S.46. 
34 Economic and financial Commission Act, S.14. 
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The EFCC Act provides for the punishments of offenders ranging from the payment of fines, 

forfeiture of assets, to up to five (5) years imprisonment, depending on the nature and gravity of 

offence.
35

 

 

6.0 MODE OF INITIATING AN ARREST, FILING OF PAPERS AND PROSECUTING 

SUSPECTS 

An arrest is an act or mode of seizing or forcefully restraining someone or something. This is also 

exercising the power to restrain or deprive or restrict a person of his freedom, usually in relation to the 

investigation of a criminal act. Also, it is an act by an authorised authority to keep a person or persons 

in custody, mostly, as a result of a criminal charge, labelled against the person or persons and it could 

also apply in civil charges
36

. Furthermore, an arrest could be done in different ways
37

, which was 

constitutionally recognised under Section 5 of the Criminal Code Act 1990, by putting hands on the 

person or persons to be arrested, putting up an act that implies an intention to take the person 

(arrestee) to custody, by consensual agreement to be arrested or put in custody
38

. 

6.1 MODE OF INITIATING AN ARREST  

The  valid arrest of an offender is determined by the events and situations surrounding the case. In 

every case, the police officers involved are bound to make known the arrest to the arrestee and stating 

the reason (s) for which he or she is being arrested, an arrest can be made as either an arrest with 

warrant of arrest without warrant.
39

 

6.2 ARRESTS WITH WARRANT 

According to Section 3 of the Nigerian Criminal Procedure Act pt. 2, “In making an arrest, the police 

officer or other person making the same shall actually touch or confine the body of the person to be 

arrested, unless there is a submission to the custody by word or action”
40

 An accused person may be 

arrested with warrant or without warrant. A warrant of arrest is an authority or permission put in 

writing by the court to a police officer or any authorised person to arrest an offender or the accused 

person. This is necessary where the offence is a grievous one and requires the application of justice
41

.  

Sections 419 and 422 of the Nigerian Criminal Code provide that; “… an offender cannot be arrested 

unless found committing the offence”. In legal practice, a warrant of arrest is issued or authorised in 

the following cases;
42

 Where the statute creating the offence provides that the offender cannot be 

arrested without a warrant, Where a grievous offence is seen to have been committed and where a 

summon issued had been disobeyed or not responded to. In the case of R v. Akinyanju
43

, a warrant 

was issued for the arrest of an accused person or the offender, it was carried out on him and thereafter, 

he was re-arrested using the warrant of arrest, the court held that the subsequent execution of the 

warrant of arrest, which had been earlier executed and had outlived its duration, therefore is illegal. 

A warrant of arrest may be issued or authorised any day, except on Sundays and public holidays. 

According to Sections 15 and 18 of the Legislative Houses (Powers and privileges) Act Cap L 12, 

2004; “Warrant of arrest cannot be served in a court room while the court is sitting nor can it be 

served in a legislative house without authorisation from the Speaker of the House”
44

. In the case of 

Okotie v Police
45

, it was held by the court that, irrespective of defects or errors in the summons, the 

execution of the warrant of arrest shall not invalidate the jurisdiction of the judge or magistrate, to try 

the offender. 

 

 

 

                                                           
35 Ibid 
36 Arrest. Accessed at: legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com., Accessed October 5 2017. 
37 Ibid. 
38 See Section 5, Criminal Code Act 1990.  
39 “Arrest: Types of Arrest, Being Arrested”. Accessed at: https://schoolworkhelper.net, Accessed November 18, 2017. 
40 Nigerian Criminal Procedure Act, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 1990 S.3. 
41 Sokombaa, O. A. “The Lawyers‟ Chronicle: Securing the Attendance of Accused Persons: The Law and   Practice. 

Accessed at: www.thelawyerschronicles.com. On: October 7, 2017. 
42 Ibid. 
43 R v. Akinyanju (1959) WRNLR 253. 
44 Legislative Houses (Powers and Privileges) Act Cap L 12 2004 S. 15 and 18. 
45 Okotie v. Police (1959) 4 FSC 125. 
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6.3 ARRESTS WITHOUT WARRANT 

An offender maybe arrested without warrant by the following persons that are recognised by law: the 

police, judicial officer and private individuals. 

6.3.1 The Police 

Sections 10, 11 and 15 of the CPA
46

 authorise or give power to the police to arrest an offender without 

warrant, so long as there is a reasonable belief that at the time of the arrest, he had committed the 

offence in his presence. In the case of Chukwura v. COP
47

, the court held that the test, as to what is 

reasonable belief that a suspect has committed an offence, is objective. It is not what the police 

considers reasonable but whether the fact within the knowledge of the policeman, at the time of the 

arrest, disclosed indications from which it could be deduced that the appellant has committed an 

offence. 

6.3.2 Judicial Officers 

A judge or magistrate of a court can arrest an offender without a warrant, provided the offence was 

committed in his presence within the judicial jurisdiction to which he is assigned to.
48

 

6.3.3 Private Individuals 

An individual is empowered to arrest without a warrant, where it was committed in his presence, if it 

was reasonably perceived to be felony or misdemeanour, as defined by the law to be so. The law 

seeks justice, the law seeks to apply the laid down rules to secure that accused persons or offenders 

are present in court. This is essential as if there are no laid down rules to secure attendance or 

presence of offenders in the court of law, there will be violation of rights of the accused persons.
49

 

6.3.4 Filing of papers  

Criminal cases begin with the police officers‟ report, the prosecutor decides what criminal charges to 

file by carefully evaluating the evidence before them in relation to the report given or based on the 

police report alone
50

. 

 

7.0 PROBLEMS OF THE POLICE FORCE AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 

In carrying out their activities, the police and other authorities face a lot of obstacles that prevent them 

from being fully effective. One of such obstacles is lack of adequate funding. In fighting crime and 

ensuring peace and order, funding and adequate wherewithal is needed. The process of litigation or 

adjudication is slow, cumbersome and bureaucratic.
51

 Unfortunately, the image of the force appears to 

have equally plummeted due to the perceived unprofessional activities of some of its officers
52

. Also, 

majority of the laws are outdated. New forms of crime emerge every day and laws need to be made to 

prohibit and prosecute these crimes. Furthermore, there seems to be high level of corruption and lack 

of integrity in the running of their affairs, which often lead to a miscarriage of justice.  

Proper investigations are not carried out and the burden is on them, as prosecutors, to prove 

allegations, beyond reasonable doubt. According to Nwogwugwu and Kupoluyi, policing in Nigeria  

faces a lot  of  challenges,  which  include  but  not  limited  to,  improper  remuneration  of  officers, 

faulty recruitment  of unqualified men and women  and poor funding, among others.
53

 The 

inefficiency of the police, arising from over-centralisation and the use of the police by the Federal 

Government as an instrument of oppression is some of the reasons that give rise to calls for state 

police
54

. 

Corruption is another challenge the force faces in conducting a justiciable criminal investigation and 

trial. The NPF is not immune from the corruption in existence in the paradigm of governance in 

Nigeria. In fact, the most popular form of corruption in Nigeria is known to be perpetrated by the 

police and now the public is calling for the scrap of a force unit called Special Anti- Robbery Squad 

                                                           
46 Criminal Procedure Act, S 53. 
47 Chukwura v. COP (1964) NWLR 21. 
48Sokombaa, O. A. “The Lawyers‟ Chronicle: Securing the Attendance of Accused Persons: The Law and Practice”,  

www.thelawyerschronicles.com. On: Accessed December 5 2017.October 7. 
49 Ibid, 
50 “How Criminal Case Get Started”, https://www.nolo.com, Accessed December 5 2017. 
51 Kupoluyi, A. (2016). “Time to End Jungle Justice”, The Punch, November 29, p. 20. 
52 Kupoluyi, A. (2014). “Abba Can Make a Difference”, The Guardian, August 19, Back page. 
53 Nwogwugwu, N. & Kupoluyi, A. K. (2015). “Interrogating the Desirability of State Policing in Nigeria”, IOSR Journal of 

Humanities and Social Sciences (IOSR-JHSS), Vol. 20, Issue 5, Ver. IV, May 2015, p.5.   
54 Ibid  
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(SARS) and in fact this was confirmed by a former  Inspector General of Police when he said, that 

“corruption... has come to characterise the behaviour of the average policeman.”
55

 

Nigerians see how police officers collect “toll” every day at checkpoints mounted all over  the 

country. The corruption of the police goes beyond the checkpoints and extends to criminal 

investigations and prosecutions as well. So many crimes go un-investigated by the police where 

influential persons, including persons in government are fingered as suspects
56

or where the accused 

persons bribe the police officers. 

Another impediment to the effectiveness of the NPF in enforcing a proper criminal prosecution is lack 

of forensic technology and experts. Not until 2017, did we have a forensic sciences laboratory as rich 

and big as Nigeria is and this was established by the Lagos state government for its judiciary. In 1991 

it was reported that the Federal Government bought equipment for a police crime laboratory from a 

German company is still in their shipping consignments intact, uninstalled and unutilised.
57

 The 

closest facility to a forensic science laboratory is the laboratory of the Federal Institute of Industrial 

Research, Oshodi.
58

(FIIRO). The NPF now employ the facilities and scientists of FIIRO for forensic 

tests and analysis. This is “despite the fact that forensic research is not part of the research mandate of 

FIIRO, and that its facilities are not forensic science oriented nor are its personnel trained forensic 

scientists”.
59

 

 

8.0 CONCLUSION   

The paper has examined the role of the Nigeria Police Force
60

 and other relevant authorities in the 

investigation and trials of accused persons.
61

 It outlined criminal procedures and proceedings, the 

exact roles that the police occupy at each level of court, how exactly the police initiate arrest with and 

without warrant, the role of other authorities such as EFCC and ICPC and finally the shortcomings of 

such executive authorities.   

The reason for proper investigation of crimes is the detection and prosecution of crimes, resolve 

criminal cases, help enhance national security, give respect for human rights such as the right to fair 

hearing
62

, preserve law and order, protection of establishment, to certify a fair and efficient system of 

criminal law that provides for offences that distinguish between major and minor wrongdoings, 

among others.
 

Although the bodies that investigate and support the courts in prosecuting accused persons are prone 

to vices, for example, the police are often accused of bribery and corruption, EFCC is often blamed 

for the discharge and acquittal of officials accused of corrupt practices, as well as arbitrary arrest of 

persons.  The importance of the roles played by the police and other executive bodies that contribute 

to investigations and trials cannot be undermined, as the court cannot all by itself interpret the laws 

concerning crimes, sentence criminals and also conduct investigations  to  further  the  achievement  

of  a  just  society, it requires the synergy of all. 
 

 

9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

Police and other relevant authorities such as EFCC and ICPC should play more relevant role in the 

process of investigating and prosecuting crimes in Nigeria. Forensic analysis should be used in 

criminal investigations, especially, for crimes like homicide, rape and assault. This would involve 

keeping an up-to-date database of all offenders while experienced scientists should be engaged to 

provide support during prosecution or defence in criminal and civil investigations.    

                                                           
55 Okiro, Mike, Nigeria Police, State of the Nigeria Police Force as at November 2007, A public address of the Inspector 

General of Police. http://nigeriapolice.org/public/modules/mastop_publish/?tac=STATE_OF_NIGERIA_POLICE, 

Accessed December 13 2017. 

 
56 Onyeozili, Emmanuel C. Obstacles to Effective Policing in Nigeria, African Journal of Criminology and Justice Studies, 

Vol.1 No.1: April, 2005. p. 41 – 42. 
57 Ladapo, O. A, “Effective Investigations, A Pivot to Efficient Criminal Justice Administration: Challenges in Nigeria,” 

African Journal of Criminology and Justice Studies. vol. 5, no. 1&2, pp. 79-94, 2012.  
58 A Federal Government owned research facility Located in Oshodi, Lagos State. 
59 Ibid  
60 S23 Part IV of  the Police  Act.  
61 2002 EFCC Act Part II, Section 6, NDLEA. 
621999  Constitution of  the Federal Republic  of Nigeria, Chapter IV Section 36.  
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Another major improvement to the investigations and trial of criminals is the proper installation and 

use of Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras, streetlights and security sensors for surveillance in 

crime prevention and investigation, to improve the impact of emergency and disaster management. 

Finally, in order to improve criminal investigations and trials in Nigeria, the police must be easily 

accessed by the courts.  
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