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ABSTRACT  

This study examined the roles played by non-governmental organizations on the environmental 

protection of Ogoni in Rivers State. Four research questions and four null hypotheses guided the 

study. A descriptive survey research design was adopted in this research work. A population of 

770 with a sample size of 257 was used. The instrument was a self-structured 4 point rating scale 

questionnaire known as process-oriented Information Gathering Method, which was validated by 

three experts in the field. Reliability of the instrument adopted test-retest method with the two 

parallel scores correlated using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient statistics 

which yielded a coefficient of 0.83. Data collected were analyzed using the descriptive statistics 

of mean and standard deviation for the research questions. Z-test was used to test the null 

hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. Findings of the study showed that NGOs were working 

with the host community in addressing the challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni in 

Rivers State. It is recommended that portable drinking water be provided to the people of Ogoni 

by the governments, and alternative resources for the sustenance of the fishermen and farmers 

who had been affected by the present pollution of the soul and water. It is also suggested that 

further examination of the pollution and its resultant degradation on the land should be carried out 

as a follow up practice to rehabilitate the damaged land and water resources at the place. 

Keywords: Non-Governmental organizations, environmental protection, environmental 

degradation, Host communities, Ogoni  

 
INTRODUCTION  
The health of the environment is a good indicator of the health of any nation. Governments have a 

duty to give the environment topmost priority beyond mere political pronouncements. The 

ravages of pollution, deforestation/desertification, erosion and sundry manifestations of 

environmental degradation show that much still needs to be done to ensure environmental 

protection of Ogoni in Rivers State. There is a wide lacuna (gap) that exists between 

pronouncements and action and this need to be urgently closed because the vast majority of 

Ogoni people are farmers and fishermen. 

The past few decades have witnessed a proliferation of instruments, which document a daunting 

array of ecological problems. Pursuant to these findings, international and regional entities have 

adopted various environmental protection, ideal policies and strategies. In turn, many states have 

promulgated national laws and established agencies for environmental protection. According to 

Ibekwe (2000), the usefulness of the pious pronouncements of principles in these realms is 

without question. However, it appears that diffusion of environmental reform initiatives is not 

necessarily matched by effective implementation. The Ogoni Kingdom (also known as the 
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Ogonis) is one of the many indigenous peoples in the region of south-south Nigeria. They number 

about 1.5 million people and live in a 404-square-mile (1,050km
2
) homeland, which they also 

refer to as Ogoni, or Ogoni. They share common oil-related environmental problems with the 

Ijaw people of Niger Delta. “The Ogonis rose to international attention after a massive public 

protest campaign against Shell oil, led by the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People 

(MOSOP)”, (Osmans, 2003).The territory is located in Rivers State on the coast of the Gulf 

Guinea, east of the city of Port Harcourt. It extends across these Local Government Areas (LGAs) 

Khana, Gokana, Eleme and Tai. Traditionally, Ogoni is divided into six Kingdoms of Babbe, 

Gokana, Ken-Khana, Nyo-Khana, Eleme and Tai. Major language of the Ogoni people is Khana 

which mutually twisted intelligible by the six Kingdoms including Ban Ngoi. 

According to oral tradition, the Ogoni people migrated from Ancient Ghana down to the Atlantic 

Coast eventually making their way over to the Eastern Niger Delta. Linguistic investigation done 

by Kay Williams place the Ogoni in the Niger Delta since before 15BC, making them one of the 

oldest settlers in the Eastern Niger Delta region. The Ogoni are farmers. There are also known for 

livestock herding, fishing, salt and palm oil cultivation and trade (Otaka, 2007). 

Statement of the Problem 

Activities related to oil exploration and production, such as wide spread effect, drilling, 

production and transport, have a range of environmental and social impacts even during normal 

operations. The impacts range from change in land use, disruption in local hydrology, bisecting 

ecosystems, air pollution from gas flares and pollution of soil and ground water. These impacts 

have been aggravated by environmental accidents such as oil spills and blow out. In situations, 

such as those in Ogoni, the frequency and intensity of such environmental incidents caused so 

many hazards on the environ. The environmental contaminants reached the population through 

one of the pathways (air, fire from blowouts and evaporation of volatile hydrocarbons from spills, 

all have additional impacts on health and property. 

It is no longer news that the widespread consequences of pollution are increasingly causing 

damages on human beings, which also affects their livelihood. There is need for a consensus ad 

idem between the Federal Government, the oil companies and the host communities and the Non-

Governmental Organizations should be checkmating whether parties involved are playing 

according to the rules. And the NGOs should be able to take action when there is deviation by 

any of the parties involved. There should be a broad agreement in case of any environmental 

changes, which will involve immediate response. 

The concept of sustainable development should be applied in Ogoni case which requires that 

human activities take place within the ecological limits of the planet. It is generally accepted that 

this requires consideration of inter and intra-generational equity, greater democratic involvement 

in decision-making and perhaps the integration of environmental, economic and social decision 

making. The activities of the present development have gone a long way in destroying the future 

of the present generation and the unborn generation to come and this has to be taken care of, so 

that the activities of multi-national oil companies will bring about sustainable development. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to examine the role of NGOs on environmental protection in Ogoni. 

Specifically, the study will achieve the following objectives: To 

 1. find out the extent to which NGOs are involved in carrying out comprehensive 

assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. 

2. find out the extent to which NGOs are working with the host community to address the 

challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni. 

3. find out the extent to which NGOs are providing technical support to assist the host 

community in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. 

4. find out the extent to which NGOs are collaborating with development agencies to seek 

redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. 
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Research Questions 

To systematically address the stated objectives of this study, certain basic questions were posed. 

These questions include: 

  1.  To what extent are NGOs involved in carrying out comprehensive assessment of 

environmental degradation in Ogoni? 

2.  To what extent are NGOs working with the host community to address the challenges of 

environmental protection in Ogoni? 

3.  To what extent are NGOs providing technical support to assist the host community in 

seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni? 

4.    To what extent are NGOs collaborating with development agencies to seek redress for 

environmental protection in Ogoni? 

Hypotheses 

In order to ascertain the role played by NGOs on the environmental protection of Ogoni, the 

following null hypotheses were tested. 

   1. There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth 

leaders regarding the extent the NGOs are involved in carrying out comprehensive 

assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. 

   2. There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth 

leaders regarding the extent to which the NGOs are working with the host community to 

address the challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni. 

   3.  There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth 

leaders regarding the extent the NGOs provide technical supports to assist the host 

community in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. 

   4.  There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth 

leaders regarding the extent to which NGOs collaborate with the development agencies to 

seek redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. 

 

METHODOLOGY  
This study adopted a descriptive survey research to examine the roles played by the non-

governmental organizations on the environmental protection of Ogoni in Rivers State. To achieve 

this, four research questions and four hypotheses were raised to guide the study. The population 

was 770 and the sample 257; comprising the youth leaders and Traditional Rulers, drawn from 

the communities mostly affected by the environmental pollution and degradation. The instrument 

used was a 4-point Likert scale questionnaire. The questionnaire was validated by three experts 

drawn from the departments of Community Development, social studies, and Geography in the 

Rivers State University. The reliability of the instrument was confirmed through test-retest 

method. To do this the questionnaire was administered to the same respondents twice at an 

interval of 8 weeks. The two sets of scores were subjected to Pearson‟s Product Moment 

Correction to obtain a coefficient of 0.83. With the instrument ready, data were collected from the 

youth leaders and Traditional rulers and were analyzed using descriptive statistics of mean and 

standard deviation to answer the research questions, white z-test was used to test the hypotheses 

at 0.05 level of significance.   
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RESULTS  

Research Question 1: To what extent are NGOs involved in carrying out comprehensive 

assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni? 

Table 4.1: Mean for Extent NGOs are Involved in Assessment 

S/N. Items 
Youths (N=166) T. Rulers (N=91) 

M S.D RMK M S.D RMK 

1 NGOs have been involved in undertaken a 

comprehensive assessment of all environmental 

issues in Ogoni. 

3.35 0.48 HE 3.51 0.50 HE 

2 NGOs took part in carrying out a thorough 

assessment of gratification to cushion the impacts 

on Ogoni. 

3.50 0.50 HE 3.41 0.49 HE 

3 NGOs provided the blueprint for planning an 

environmental protection (EP) of Ogoni. 
3.77 0.43 HE 3.48 0.50 HE 

4 NGOs intensified their effort in planning and 

providing blueprint on environmental protection 

(EP) of Ogoni. 

3.64 0.48 HE 3.46 0.50 HE 

5 NGOs have undertaken a comprehensive 

assessment of environmental contamination and 

degradation done in Ogoni. 

1.54 0.50 LE 1.34 0.48 LE 

6 NGOs are actively involved in assessing 

underground pollution in Ogoni. 
3.27 0.45 HE 3.41 0.49 HE 

7 NGOs organized volunteers and audience to 

support and take part in the assessment of 

environmental degradation in Ogoni. 

3.61 0.49 HE 3.32 0.47 HE 

8 There was a collaboration between NGOs, UNEP 

and host communities on environmental protection 

(EP) in Ogoni. 

3.35 0.48 HE 3.46 0.50 HE 

9 Communication was a major tool used by NGOs in 

assessing the rate of degradation done in Ogoni 
3.37 0.48 HE 3.59 0.49 HE 

10 Information collection and dissemination was one 

of the ways by which NGOs were involved in the 

assessment of environmental degradation done in 

Ogoni. 

1.36 0.48 LE 1.59 0.49 LE 

  Grand Mean 3.07 0.48 HE 3.06 0.49 HE 

Table 4.1 shows the extent to which NGOs were involved in carrying out comprehensive 

assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. As shows in the table, youth leaders had a 

grand mean response of 3.07 while the traditional rulers had a grand mean response of 3.06. This 

shows that both the youth leaders and traditional rulers perceived that NGOs were involved in 

carrying out comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni to a high extent. 
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Question 2: To what extent are NGOs working with the host community to address the 

challenges of environment protection in Ogoni? 

 

Table 4.2: Mean for Extent to which NGOs Work with Host Community 

S/N. Items 
Youths (N=166) T. Rulers (N=91) 

X SD Rmk X SD Rmk 

11 Sensitization campaign has been done by NGOs 

in addressing the challenges of environmental 

protection (EP). 

3.39 0.49 HE 3.53 0.50 HE 

12 NGOs have been given legal advice to the 

people of Ogoni on ways to solve the current 

problem caused by pollution. 

3.61 0.49 HE 3.77 0.42 HE 

13 NGOs organized joint town hall meeting in 

Ogoni that involved all the stakeholders. 
3.67 0.47 HE 3.46 0.50 HE 

14 NGOs provided organized publicity campaign 

on environmental protection in Ogoni. 
1.34 0.47 LE 1.74 0.44 LE 

15 The youths in Ogoni were conscientized by the 

NGOs on the effects of oil bunkering known as 

kpoo-fire. 

3.49 0.50 HE 3.70 0.46 HE 

16 There has been direct contact between NGOs 

and host community in addressing the challenges 

of environmental protection in Ogoni. 

3.36 0.48 HE 3.37 0.49 HE 

17 NGOs mobilized the youths, women groups, 

traditional leaders and religious leaders in 

addressing environmental protection challenges 

in Ogoni. 

3.64 0.48 HE 3.34 0.48 HE 

18 The presence of NGOs has been felt in most 

meetings organized environmental protection 

(EP) in Ogoni. 

3.51 0.50 HE 3.80 0.40 HE 

19 NGOs are always accessible on environmental 

protection (EP) at all times in Ogoni. 
1.57 0.50 LE 1.43 0.50 LE 

20 NGOs involved all the stakeholders in decision 

making concerning environmental protection of 

Ogoni. 

3.55 0.50 HE 3.48 0.50 HE 

  Grand Mean 3.11 0.49 HE 3.16 0.47 HE 

 

Table 4.2 shows that NGOs worked with the host community in addressing challenges of 

environmental protection in Ogoni in so many ways. As shows in the table, youth leaders had a 

grand mean of 3.11 whereas the traditional rulers had a grand mean of 3.16 which shows that 

both the youth leaders and the traditional rulers were of the view that NGOs worked with the host 

community to address the challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni. 
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Research Question 3: To what extent are NGOs providing technical support to assist the host 

community in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni?  

Table 4.3: Mean for Extent NGOs Provide Technical Support 

S/N. Items 
Youths (N=166) T. Rulers (N=91) 

X SD Rmk X SD Rmk 

21 NGOs involved outsourcing technical support which 

allows them to maintain a high availability of service 

in Ogoni 

1.48 0.50 LE 1.74 0.44 LE 

22 Do-it-yourself or self-help method was introduced by 

the NGOs to the people of Ogoni on environmental 

protection. 

3.65 0.48 HE 3.60 0.49 HE 

23 Crowd sourced technical support was introduced on 

environmental protection into Ogoni by NGOs. 

3.57 0.50 HE 3.46 0.50 HE 

24 Multi-tiered technical support was used by NGOs to 

better serve the people according to their needs 

3.34 0.47 HE 3.49 0.50 HE 

25 Tier 0 technique was used by NGOs so as to allow the 

people to access and resolve information on their own 

3.28 0.45 HE 3.43 0.50 HE 

26 NGOs applied the use of Tier 1 (or level 1) which 

allows the people to be involved in some basic issues 

3.36 0.48 HE 3.49 0.50 HE 

27 Tier 2 (or level 2) was also used by NGOs and this 

involved the use of experienced and knowledgeable 

technicians in Ogoni 

3.70 0.46 HE 3.52 0.50 HE 

28 The highest level of support in a three-tiered technical 

support model responsible for handling the most 

difficult problems which is Tier 3 was also used by the 

NGOs 

3.47 0.50 HE 3.66 0.48 HE 

29 NGOs were always there to give qualitative advice to 

Ogoni people on what to take in and what not to take 

in 

3.31 0.47 HE 3.55 0.50 HE 

30 NGOs provided information about techniques of 

making portable drinking water 

3.37 0.48 HE 3.48 0.50 HE 

  Grand Mean 3.25 0.48 HE 3.34 0.49 HE 

Source: Field Data, 2019 (HE= High Extent; Low Extent) 

 

Table 4.3 shows the extent to which NGOs were providing technical support to assist the host 

community in seeking redress on environmental protection of Ogoni. As shows in the table, youth 

leaders had a grand mean of 3.25 while traditional rulers had a grand mean of 3.34 which show 

that both the youth leaders and the traditional rulers affirm to the fact that NGOs are providing 

technical support to assist the host community in seeking redress on environmental protection of 

Ogoni to a high extent.    
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Research Question 4: To what extent are NGOs collaborating with development agencies to 

seek redress for environmental protection in Ogoni?  

 

Table 4.4: Mean for Extent to which NGOs Collaborate with Development Agencies 

S/N. Items 
Youths (N=166) T.Rulers (N=91) 

X SD Rmk X SD Rmk 

31 NGOs communicate their expectations with 

development agencies in other to bring about 

development in Ogoni. 

3.72 0.45 HE 3.44 0.50 HE 

32 NGOs set team goals by ensuring concise, 

measurable goals are set on a quarterly basis to 

avoid distraction. 

3.32 0.47 HE 3.69 0.46 HE 

33 NGOs collaborate with development agencies to 

foster a creative atmosphere and allow team 

members to question and brainstorm. 

3.46 0.50 HE 3.37 0.49 HE 

34 They build cohesion by including every member 

on the team in as many large decisions as possible. 
1.56 0.50 LE 1.60 0.49 LE 

35 They allow interaction so as to know themselves 

and know their personality dynamics. 
3.58 0.49 HE 3.38 0.49 HE 

36 Leverage team member strengths by positioning 

each team member for success by assigning task 

that play to their respective strengths. 

3.35 0.48 HE 3.52 0.50 HE 

37 NGOs allowed development agencies to 

participate in the sensitization process in Ogoni. 
3.25 0.43 HE 3.45 0.50 HE 

38 Capacity strengthening/building was another way 

by which NGOs collaborated with development 

agencies in seeking redress in Ogoni. 

3.37 0.48 HE 3.54 0.50 HE 

39 There has been frequent communication between 

NGOs, development agencies and the host 

community 

3.33 0.47 HE 3.60 0.49 HE 

40 Research collaborations was often used by NGOs 

to have a knowledge of the best development 

agencies 

3.71 0.45 HE 3.57 0.50 HE 

  Grand Mean 3.27 0.47 HE 3.32 0.49 HE 

Source: Field Data, 2019 (HE= High Extent; Low Extent) 

 

Table 4.4 shows the way in which NGOs are collaborating with development agencies to seek 

redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. As shown in table 4.4, the youth leaders as well as 

the traditional rulers all affirm to the fact that NGOs are collaborating with development agencies 

in seeking redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. The youth leaders had grand mean of 

3.27 while the traditional rulers had grand mean of 3.32 which shows a high level of collaboration 

between NGOs and development agencies in seeking redress for environmental protection in 

Ogoni.   
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Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and 

youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs are involved in carrying out comprehensive assessment 

of environmental degradation in Ogoni. 

Table 4.5: Z-test for Extent NGOs are Involved in Assessment 

Groups N X
 

SD Z-cal Z-crit Decision 

Youths Leaders 166 3.07 0.48 
0.16 1.96 Accepted 

Traditional Rulers 91 3.06 0.49 

Source: Field Data, 2019 

Table 4.5 shows the result for hypothesis 1. As shown in the table, calculated value of Z (Z-cal) is 

0.16 while the critical value of Z (Z-crit) is 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated 

value of Z is less than the critical value, the hypothesis was retained which means that there is no 

significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth leaders regarding the 

extent NGOs are involved in carrying out comprehensive assessment of environmental 

degradation in Ogoni. This implies that both youth leaders and traditional rulers had similar views 

regarding the extent NGOs are involved in carrying out comprehensive assessment of 

environmental degradation in Ogoni. This is evident from the mean rating of 3.07 and 3.06 for 

youth leaders and traditional rulers respectively. 

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and 

youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs are working with the host community to address the 

challenges of environment protection in Ogoni. 

Table 4.6: Z-test for Extent NGOs Work with Host Community 

Groups N X SD Z-cal Z-crit Decision 

Youths Leaders 166 3.11 0.49 
0.80 1.96 Accepted 

Traditional Rulers 91 3.16 0.47 

Source: Field Data, 2019                                                                                                                                                      

Table 4.6 shows that result for Hypothesis 2. As shown in the table, calculated value of Z(Z-cal) 

is -0.80 while the critical value of Z (Z-crit) is 1.96  at 0.05 level of significance. Since the 

calculated value of Z is less than the critical value, this implies that both youth leaders and 

traditional rulers had similar views regarding the extent NGOs are working with the host 

community to address challenges of environment protection in Ogoni. 

This is evident from the mean rating of 3.11 and 3.16 for youth leaders and traditional rulers 

respectively.  

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and 

youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs provide technical support to assist the host community 

in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. 

Table 4.7: Z-test for Extent NGOs Provide Technical Support 

Groups N X SD Z-cal Z-crit Decision 

Youths Leaders 166 3.25 0.48 
1.42 1.96 Accepted 

Traditional Rulers 91 3.34 0.49 

Source: Field Data, 2019 

Table 4.7 shows the result for hypothesis 3. As shown in the table, calculated value of Z (Z-cal) is 

-1.42 while the critical value of Z (Z-crit) is 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. Since the 

calculated value of Z is less than the critical value, the hypothesis was retained which means that 

there is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth leaders 

regarding the extent NGOs provide technical support to assist the host community in seeking 

redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. This implies that both youth leaders and traditional 

Leemabari & Wordu..Int. J. Inno. Human Ecology & Nature Studies 7(4):1-12, 2019 



 

9 

 

rulers had similar views regarding the ways NGOs provide technical support to assist the host 

community in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. This is evident from the 

mean rating of 3.25 and 3.34 for youth leaders and traditional rulers respectively. 

Hypothesis 4: There is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and 

youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs collaborate with development agencies to seek redress 

for environmental protection in Ogoni. 

 

Table 4.8: Z-test for Extent NGOs Collaborate with Development Agencies 

Groups N X SD Z-cal Z-crit Decision 

Youths Leaders 166 3.27 0.47 
0.79 1.96 Accepted 

Traditional Rulers 91 3.32 0.49 

Source: Field Data, 2019 

Table 4.8 shows the result for hypothesis 4. As shown in the table, calculated value of Z (Z-cal) is 

-0.79 while the critical value of Z (Z-crit) is 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. Since the 

calculated value of Z is less than the critical value, the hypothesis was retained which means that 

there is no significant difference in the mean rating of the traditional rulers and youth leaders 

regarding the extent NGOs collaborate with development agencies to seek redress for 

environmental protection in Ogoni. This implies that both youth leaders and traditional rulers had 

similar views regarding the extent NGOs collaborate with development agencies to seek redress 

for environmental protection in Ogoni. This is evident from the mean rating of 3.27 and 3.32 for 

youth leaders and traditional rulers respectively. 

  

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

Research question 1 was posed to ascertain the extent NGOs are involved in carrying out 

comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. The results shows that both 

youth leaders and traditional rulers perceived that NGOs were involved in undertaking a 

comprehensive assessment of all environmental issues in Ogoni to a high extent. 

Result of hypothesis 1 shows that there was no significant difference in the mean rating of the 

traditional rulers and youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs are involved in carrying out 

comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. This implies that both youth 

leaders and traditional rulers had similar views regarding the extent NGOs are involved in 

carrying out comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. 

The result obtained from research question 1 and hypothesis 1 was expected and not surprising. 

Both the youth leaders and traditional rulers could have been actively involved in the activities of 

NGOs that operate in the area which could have informed their similar views on the extent NGOs 

are involved in carrying out comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in the study 

area. 

This result is in line with the result obtained by the United Nations Environment Programme. 

Published in 2011 which shows a thorough assessment of oil related environmental degradation 

in Ogoni. 

Research question 2 was posed to ascertain extent in which NGOs are working with the host 

community to address the challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni, the result shows that 

both the youth leaders and the traditional rulers are of the view that NGOs are working with the 

host community to address the challenges of environmental protection in Ogoni to a high extent. 

Result of Hypothesis 2 shows that there is no significant difference in the mean rating of the 

traditional rulers and youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs are involved in carrying out 

comprehensive assessment of environmental degradation in Ogoni. This implies that both youth 

leaders and traditional rulers had similar views regarding the way NGOs are working with the 

host community to address challenges of environment protection in Ogoni. The result obtained 
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from research question 2 and hypothesis 2 was expected and not surprising because both the 

youth leaders and traditional rulers were aware of the activities of NGOs that operate in the area 

which could have informed their similar views on how NGOs are working with the host 

community to address the challenges o of environmental protection in Ogoni. 

This result is in line with the result obtained by Barbara and Abimbola in their research titled „the 

role of NGOs and civil society in global environmental governance‟ which  identifies five major 

roles that NGOs might play in global environmental governance: (1) collecting, disseminating, 

and analyzing information; (2) providing input to agenda-setting and policy development 

processes; (3) performing operational functions; (4) assessing environmental conditions and 

monitoring compliance with environmental agreements; and (5) advocating environmental 

justice. 

Research question 3 was posed to ascertain the extent NGOs are providing technical support to 

assist the host community in seeking redress on environmental protection of Ogoni. The result 

shows that both the youth leaders and the traditional rulers affirm to the fact that NGOs are 

providing technical support to assist the host community in seeking redress on environmental 

protection of Ogoni to a high extent. 

Result of Hypothesis 3 shows that there is no significant difference in the mean rating of the 

traditional rulers and youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs provide technical support to assist 

the host community in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. This implies that 

both youth leaders and traditional rulers had similar views regarding the ways NGOs provide 

technical support to assist the host community in seeking redress on environmental protection in 

Ogoni. 

The result obtained from research question 3 and hypothesis 3 was expected and not surprising. 

Both the youth leaders and traditional rulers could have been actively involved in the activities of 

NGOs in seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni which must have informed their 

similar views on the ways NGOs provide technical support to assist the host community in 

seeking redress on environmental protection in Ogoni. 

This result is in line with the result of the study conducted by Environmental Rights Action and 

the Climate Justice Programme, on the human health effect of exposure to pollutant emissions 

from gas flares on the citizens of Bayelsa State in the Niger Delta which revealed that there are 

seventeen onshore flow stations which flares gas and that exposure to emissions from gas flare 

such as (particulate matter) is causing at least 49 premature deaths, 4960 respiratory illness 

among children and 120,000 asthma attack each year (ERA/CJP, 2005:24, 25). The findings of 

the study also showed that gas flaring releases additional pollutants such as sulfur dioxides, 

dioxins, nitrogen oxides, toluene, xylene and hydrogen sulfide which cause other serious health 

effects that are not quantified in the analysis. 

Research question 4 was posed to ascertain extent in which NGOs are collaborating with 

development agencies to seek redress for environmental protection in Ogoni.  The result shows 

that both the youth leaders and the traditional rulers perceived that there is high level of 

collaboration between NGOs and development agencies in seeking redress for environmental 

protection in Ogoni. 

Result of Hypothesis 4 shows that there is no significant difference in the mean rating of the 

traditional rulers and youth leaders regarding the extent NGOs collaborate with development 

agencies to seek redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. This implies that both youth 

leaders and traditional rulers had similar views regarding the extent NGOs collaborate with 

development agencies to seek redress for environmental protection in Ogoni.  

The result obtained from research question 4 and hypothesis 4 was expected and not surprising. 

This is because the youth leaders and the traditional rulers could have been well informed and 

carried along in the activities of NGOs that operates in the area which could have necessitated 

their similar views on the level of collaboration between NGOs and development agencies in 

seeking redress for environmental protection in Ogoni. 
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This result is in line with ERA and FoEN‟s result which alleges turning of Ogoni cleanup to 

political patronage. This was said on the 6
th
 of June in Port Harcourt during an environment 

parliament to mark the world environment day. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Findings from this research work shows that Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) played 

several roles in environmental protection of Ogoni, ranging from carrying out a comprehensive 

assessment of environmental degradation, provision of blue-print for planning and organizing the 

process, information collection and dissemination, giving legal advice to the people on ways to 

solve the current problems caused by pollution, involvement of all the stakeholders in decision 

making and also sensitizing the youths on dangers and effects of illegal oil refinery. 

This work created awareness on NGOs that took part in environmental protection of Ogoni and 

the role they played and how helpful they have being towards the people of Ogoni and towards 

Niger Delta people. There is no doubt that NGOs played a significant role in environmental 

protection of Ogoni. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

With the experience gotten from this research work, the researcher suggests the following 

recommendations which may be useful in improving the lives of the people and at the same time, 

bring about sustainable development in Ogoni. 

a) There should be provision of portable drinking water by the government to the people in 

Ogoni because their water is polluted and so dangerous to human health. 

b) An alternative source of livelihood should be provided as they are mostly fishermen and 

farmers and their soil and water are polluted. 

c) NGOs should intensify their efforts towards ensuring that government match-up action 

with their political promises. 

d) The NGOs should ensure that government provides all that is required of them for the 

clean-up of Ogoni to start immediately. 

e) Another examination should be carried out in Ogoni to ascertain the level of degradation 

now because there is the possibility of tremendous increase in the rate of damages done 

to the soil and water. 

f) NGOs should ensure that the clean-up process is not politicized as this will cause more 

harm than good in Ogoni. 
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