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ABSTRACT  

This study examined environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State, 

also it investigated the origin, past and present environmental regulations in Nigeria and the 

consequences of ineffective environmental guiding principles on indigenous socio-cultural 

values. The study used the Taro Yamene scientific formula to derive a sample size of 400 

respondents. It employed the cross-sectional research design and analytical techniques, the 

probability and non-probability sampling methods to arrive at the ten (10) L.G.A.s selected for 

the study. To elicit and analyze data, the study used the primary and secondary sources, the Key 

Informant Interview (KII), Microsoft Excel and statistical package for social sciences (SPSS), the 

frequency distribution tables and the chi-square (χ²) statistical technique. The study outcome 

revealed strong correlation between existing ineffective and non implementation of 

environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural values decline in Rivers State, therefore the 

application of equipped environmental regulations and policies would enhance the sustenance of 

indigenous socio-cultural values in the State. Also it revealed that it is possible for the 

amendment and execution of effective environmental policies to revitalize the declining 

indigenous socio-cultural values in the State. The study recommended measures that would 

curtail the growing effects of environmental degradation on indigenous socio-cultural values in 

Rivers State, it encouraged the Nigerian State to establish environmental bureau and boards via 

designed all-inclusive environmental guiding principles (laws), strategies and schemes, which 

realistically would exemplify the State indigenous socio-cultural values. These environmental 

regulations and policies should be structured in line with Stokes, (2005) who emphasized that 

environmental regulation is the institutionalization of statutes, regulations and common-law 

principles guarding air and water pollutions, hazardous wastes, the wilderness and endangered 

wildlife at a variety of regional, national and international levels and ecosystem health. 

Keywords: Environmental Policies, Environmental Degradation and Indigenous Socio-Cultural 

Values. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Rivers State government website data (2018) affirmed that the State was created as an indigenous 

State and named after various rivers flanking its territories in 1967, before then was part of the 

Oil Rivers Protectorate from 1885 to 1893, subsequently was amalgamated with the Niger Coast 

Protectorate and later with the Royal Niger Company in 1900 which later formed the colony of 
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Southern Nigeria, before its creation in 1967 by the General Yakubu Gowon led Federal Military 

Government. The State is endowed with rich natural environment as well as inspiring natural and 

non-natural resources such as crude-oil and gas reserves, two refineries, two major seaports, 

airports and hosts of several oil companies and numerous environment consuming establishments 

whose activities occasioned excessive weight on its natural environment. Also, the indigenous 

communities of the State are well celebrated for farming and fishing as its foremost livelihood 

prompting strong economic, occupational, medicinal and social tie by extension cultural heritage 

bond with the natural environment.  

The State is situated within a land mass area of 21,850 km² (8,436 sq.mi) and has three Senatorial 

Districts created from its twenty-three Local Government Areas of Abua-Odual, Ahoada-East, 

Ahoada-West, Akuku-Toru, Andoni, Asari-Toru, Bonny, Degema, Eleme, Etche, Emohua, 

Gokana, Ikwerre, Khana, Obio/Akpor, Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni, Ogu-Bolo, Okrika, Opopo-Nkoro, 

Omuma, Oyigbo, Port-Harcourt and Tai, with a population of five million one hundred and 

eighty-five thousand four hundred (5,185,400) persons as at 2006 census, but was projected to be 

7,303,900 persons by March, 2016, based on NPC and NBC web data 2019. Her gorgeous 

cultural heritage prompted Ivan, (1983) affirmed that the State is multi-culturally endowed with 

over twenty-six districts and twenty-three languages, lifestyles and cultural legacy with 

fascinating socio-cultural values.  

The 1950s witnessed several developments that impacted negatively on the State natural 

environment, such as the discovery and actual commencement of crude oil mining which 

occasioned massive environmental degradation through oil spills, air and water pollutions etc. 

These developments occasioned awful health and cultural consequences on the State subsistence 

thereby provoked several environmental policies in the State and Nation, prompting this study 

examined these environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural values, particularly the 

functions of effective environmental regulatory policies in Rivers State. 

These incessant and unchecked degradation of the natural environment with its copious cost 

induced immense scientific concerns particularly on human subsistence, causing researchers to 

curiously wary over human and environment correlation from different areas of interest. For 

example, in areas that has glaring correlation with the natural environment such as socio-cultural 

values, human traditions, customs and lifestyles which consist of religious practices, occupation, 

politics, concepts of beauty, education, language, law and social organizations, technologies, 

material and non material culture considered to exemplify positives and values within a culture. 

Against this backdrop Maffi and Woodley, (2007) argued that the natural environment and 

culture interrelates on several podiums that cut-across values, beliefs and norms to practices, 

livelihoods, knowledge and languages epitomizing reciprocal reactions between cultural systems 

and the environment, with a change in one inciting alterations in the other. In the same vein, 

Corey, (2006) argued that more than half of the world's 7,000 languages are endangered many 

facing extinction in the nearest possible time due to natural environment degradation or 

biodiversity loss. On this premise Maffi (1998) argued that language can be described as a 

resource for the nature. However, diverse languages and knowledge bases are seriously under 

threat due to the incomparable damage and degradation of the natural environment. Skutnabb-

Kangas, Maffi, and Harmon, (2003) also affirmed that many of the world’s hub neighborhoods of 

biodiversity are also core areas for cultural diversity represented through the diversity of ethnic 

group and linguistic diversity.  

Nevertheless, the chronic and unregulated environmental degradation wears a perilous threat to 

indigenous languages; most worrisome are indigenous social cultural values that draw inspiration 

from it. On this premise, cultural survival depends significantly on the availability of the natural 

environment since the later inspires the former and the degradation of the later alters the 

comprehensiveness of the former in sequence with Assembly of First Nation, (2013) who 

underscored these correlations when it contended that culture developed in part because 

inhabitants adapts to the natural environment where they live, occasioning different languages, 
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traditions, customs, knowledge and beliefs that have been passed down through generations. The 

environment influences the development of culture and similarly human culture influences the 

makeup of the local environment, notably are, in the crops human grows, animals raised or 

hunted and the waste generated and returned into the environment. Historically, the natural 

environment like in Rivers State indigenous settlements had been very significant in inspiring 

many cultural traditions, like in music, indigenous ceremonies, holidays, mythology and 

decorations adopted by different cultures all over the world, therefore, protecting the natural 

environment facilitates in preserving most cultures, also safeguarding the cultural system 

encourages the conservation of the natural environment of any community that the culture 

requires to persist, any alteration affects the other.  

These protections can only be visibly actualized through efficient environmental policies. 

Supporting this view, Krystyna and Swiderska, (2012) opined that many rural communities in the 

global south including over 370 million indigenous peoples are directly dependent on the natural 

environment and related traditional knowledge for their livelihoods, food security, healthcare and 

well-being, other essential cultural services provided by it includes recreation, occupation and 

spiritual nourishment that maintains indigenous and social well-being. However, environmental 

dearth or degradation unquestionably occasions the speedy extinction of those valuable natural 

resource endowments, such as typical weather resilient crops, medicinal plants, wild foods etc by 

extension cultural diversity loss at an unprecedented velocity including the indigenous ancestral 

knowledge of flora and fauna exploitation and conservation which worrisomely provoked 

numerous investigations along the line of environmental policies. For example Ibaba, (2009) 

examined oil industries and environmental regulation and sustainable development in the Niger 

Delta. This study was not focused on environment and indigenous socio-cultural values 

correlation, it however acknowledged the shortfalls of environmental regulations on oil 

industries, therefore, prompting this study examined the consequences of meager environmental 

policies and indigenous socio-cultural values correlations in Rivers State. 

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted the cultural ecology theory of Stewart Julian. Cultural ecology is the scientific 

investigation relating to culture and the environment, how the physical environmental features 

such as weather, vegetation and animal life inspire culture. The model is more often than not 

engrossed with the manner and approach humans interrelate with their environment. Julian 

Steward (1955) endeavor to delineate his theory of cultural ecology when he viewed human 

cultures as closely linked to their environments, but was keenly careful to differentiate the theory 

from environmental determinism, which argued that cultures are completely shaped by their 

environments and assumed that all cultures that developed in the same neighborhood would 

equally be structured in the same manner. Cultural ecology theory focuses on how culture is 

transformed by the physical and biological possessions of the vicinity or district in which it is 

developed. Nevertheless, cultural groups also alter these ecological properties by means of 

exploitation of resources and exploit of technology. Cultural ecological theory argues that these 

connections are continuous and central to a culture’s evolution. It is the investigation between 

culture and environment. In other words, how does the physical environment - factors like 

weather, vegetation, and animal life - impinge on culture? It does inquire if humans are merely 

the products of the environment or the environments the product of man? One major critique 

against cultural ecology is that it focused and lays much emphasis on environmental pressure and 

causation, whereas other influences on culture are disregarded. Though the environment 

profoundly impacts on culture, but in reality there are other influential factors like the political 

systems which also promotes severe cultural and environmental alterations. Other environmental 

and cultural threats are development, industrialization, religion, economy, cultural traits, 

education, governance and imposition of external management systems etc. 
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This study utilized the cross-sectional study design and analytical techniques and was basically limited 

to Rivers State through the 10 selected L.G.A’s. within the three Senatorial Districts of the State 

where the fieldwork was located. The ten L.G.A.s are Andoni, Oyigbo and Gokana from Rivers 

South-East S/district, Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni, Asari-Toru and Bonny from River-West S/district and 

Obio/Akpor, Etche, Okirika and Emouha from Rivers East senatorial district that was allotted four 

L.G.A.s as a result of having two L.G.A.s making the State capital. 

This study engaged both probability and non-probability sampling methods, however, the 

judgmental/purposive technique was employed on the principle of non-probability technique to arrive 

at the ten (10) L.G.A.s amongst the twenty-three L.G.A’s within the State three Senatorial Districts 

based on predetermined conditions (Environmental Polices and Indigenous Socio-Cultural Values in 

Rivers State.) applicable to this study. Against the backdrop of probability method the cluster and 

simple random techniques were utilized. The procedures involved several segments, beginning with 

the clustering of the ten selected L.G.A.’s into ten zones. The next phase entailed indiscriminate 

picking of house-holds (at random) from each of the cluster which consists of native rulers, family 

heads, adults, working class, traders, farmers and self employed.  

The study sample size of 400 respondents was derived from the State total populations (5,198,716) 

through the application of Taro Yamane scientific statistical formula (1967) as practically indicated 

below. Among the respondents are males of 18–27 years, 30, 28–37 years 40, 38–47 years 50 and 48 

years plus 80 respondents totaling 250 males and 150 females. Further breakdown shows that 80 

males and 30 females from 110 are farmers and fishermen, while 90 respondents from 50 males and 

40 females as traders, civil servants had 120 from 70 males and 50 females whereas unemployed had 

50 from 30 males and 20 females and others had 30 respondents from 20 males and 10 females. No 

formal education had 30 respondents from 20 males and 10 females, primary educational attainment 

had 60 from 40 males and 20 female respondents and secondary education had 130 from 80 males and 

50 females while tertiary education had 180 respondents from 110 males and 70 females. Finally 

among the 400 respondents were 360 Christians from 215 males and 145 females, Islam faith had only 

5 males, traditional religion had 15 respondents from 10 males and 5 females while others had 20 

respondents from 20 males only. The statistical principle employed in obtaining the study sample size 

ensured the scientific simplification of deductions gained from the analysis traverse the whole 

population from where the research sample size was attained. Employing research clue.com Taro 

Yamane sample size calculator by Divine, (2015) the statistical formula is thus:   

              N – Represents the total population under study. 

       K – Constant (1) 

       e – Represents the precision or sampling error which is usually 0.10, 0.05 or 0.01.  

       n – Represents the sample size. 

       n = N/1+N (e) ²  

n     =  N 

                   K + N (e) ᶺ2 

 

5198716 

            1+5198716 (0.05) ᶺ2 

 

5198716 

1+5198716 (0.0025000000000000005) 

 

5198716 

1+12996.790000000002) 

 

5198716 

12997.790000000002 

 

n = 399.9692255375721. 

Therefore, 400 samples size was derived from the State population. 
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Furthermore, the 400 sample size obtained was divided by the 10 L.G.A.s picked for the 

fieldwork making 40 respondents from each of the ten selected L.G.A.s. The T.Y. technique was 

chosen as a result of its straightforwardness and capacity to guarantee logical, impartial and all 

encircling representation of the whole study population and its trivial error nature. 

The study essentially relied on primary and secondary sources of data. The primary data 

comprised qualitative and quantitative mechanisms of data gathering. Though, the qualitative 

required participatory process of Key Informant Interview (KII), while the quantitative technique 

involved the use of planned questionnaire instrument. The secondary data were derived from 

accessible literatures, articles and journals both as hard and soft copies from the internet to 

compliment the study. Against the backdrop of data analysis technique, data derived from both 

qualitative and quantitative pre-coded predetermined alternative questions were categorized and 

subjected to Microsoft Excel and statistical package for social science (SPSS) scrutiny and 

presented with other expressive statistics tools like the frequency distribution tables etc. This 

study used the chi-square (χ²) statistical device at 0.05, significance level in analyzing the 

research hypotheses.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Table 1: Can the application of operational environmental policies aid the sustenance of  

                indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers state? 

OPINIONS OF 

RESPONDENTS 

DISTRIBUTION INCIDENCE  

TOTAL MALE FEMALE 

 NO % NO % NO % 

Yes it can 230 57.5 130 32.5 360 90 

Partially 15 3.75 20 5.0 35 8.75 

No it can’t 05 1.25 0 0 05 1.25 

Total 250 62.5 150 37.5 400 100 

 

The objective in table 1 question was to analyze the effectiveness of operational environmental 

policies in Rivers State, particularly in sustaining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State. 

On this premise, 360 respondents derived from 230 males (57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) 

unambiguously argued that the use of operational environmental policies can encourage the 

sustenance of indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State. Whereas 15 males (3.75%) and 20 

females (5.0%) meaning 35 respondents (8.75%) were indistinct, thus the partial census. While 

05 respondents (1.25%) from only males willfully faulted the proposition, therefore the “No It 

Can’t” poll. The KII report also supported the notion that effective operational environmental 

policies can promote the sustenance of indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State. 

 

Table 2: What correlation exists between ineffective environmental policies and indigenous 

    socio-cultural values decline in Rivers State?  

OPINIONS OF 

RESPONDENTS 

DISTRIBUTION INCIDENCE  

TOTAL MALE FEMALE 

 NO % NO % NO % 

Strong correlation 230 57.5 130 32.5 360 90 

Partial correlation 15 3.75 20 5.0 35 8.75 

No correlation 05 1.25 0 0 05 1.25 

Total 250 62.5 150 37.5 400 100 

The data in table 2 was based on the effort to confirm or refute the contention that passionate 

correlation does exist between ineffective environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural 

values decline in Rivers State by means of unregulated environmental degradation. Prompting 

230 males (57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) meaning 360 respondents (90%) of the sample size 
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assented to the opinion that fierce correlation does exist between ineffective environmental 

policies and indigenous socio-cultural values decline in the State. While 15 males (3.75%) and 20 

females (5.0%) signifying 35 respondents (8.75%) were of the view that partial correlation exists 

between the logic. Whereas only 05 males respondents (1.25%) and no female kicked against the 

presumption, therefore no correlation exists. Also the KII participants stated that strong 

correlation does exist between ineffective environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural 

values decline in Rivers State by way of policy deficiency, occasioning massive environmental 

degradation that affects the State indigenous socio-cultural values.  Again, available data showed 

that ineffective environmental policies have a stake in indigenous socio-cultural values decline in 

Rivers State through environmental degradation. 

 

Table 3:  Is it possible for the amendment and execution of effective environmental policies in 

    Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State?   

OPINIONS OF 

RESPONDENTS 

DISTRIBUTION INCIDENCE  

TOTAL MALE FEMALE 

 NO % NO % NO % 

Yes  it is possible 230 57.5 130 32.5 360 90 

Partially possible 15 3.75 20 5.0 35 8.75 

Not possible 05 1.25 0 0 05 1.25 

Total 250 62.5 500 37.5 400 100 

The data from the respondents on table 3 showed that 360 respondents (90%) from 230 males 

(57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) consented that is it possible for the amendment and execution 

of effective environmental policies in Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-

cultural values in the State. On the other hand, 35 respondents (8.75%) from 15 males (3.75%) 

and 20 females (5.0%) argued that it could partial be applicable. Whereas 05 respondents 

(1.25%), gotten from only 5 males stated that it is not possible.   

 

Test of Hypotheses: 

Table 4: Hypothesis One. 

       H.1. The application of operational environmental policies can aid the sustenance of 

                Indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State.  

       H.o. The application of operational environmental policies cannot aid the sustenance of 

   indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State. 

 

RESPONSE OBSERVED FREQUENCY 

(O) 

EXPECTED FREQUENCY 

(E) 

Yes it can 360 (133.3) 

Partially 35 (133.3) 

No it can’t 05 (133.3) 

χ² =∑ (O-E)² 

E 

RESPONSE O (E) (O-E) O-E² (O-E)² 

E 

Yes it can 360 (133.3) 226.7 51,392.83 385.543 

Partially 35 (133.3) -98.3 9,662.83 72.489 

No it can’t 05 (133.3) -128.3 16,460 123.487 

--- --- --- --- --- 581.513 

Degree of freedom = 2 or (3-1) i.e. (r-1) (c-1) 

Significance level = 0.05 

χ² table value      =5.991 
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χ² calculated value =581.513. 

 

Table 5: Hypothesis Two. 

             H.1. Strong correlation exists between ineffective environmental policies and indigenous 

socio- 

          cultural values decline in Rivers State. 

              H.o. Strong correlation does not exists between ineffective environmental policies and  

           Indigenous socio-cultural values decline in Rivers State. 

 

RESPONSE OBSERVED FREQUENCY 

(O) 

EXPECTED FREQUENCY 

(E) 

Strong Correlation 360 (133.3) 

Partial Correlation 35 (133.3) 

No Correlation 05 (133.3) 

χ² =∑ (O-E)² 

E 

RESPONSE O (E) (O-E) O-E² (O-E)² 

E 

Strong Cor. 360 (133.3) 226.7 51,392.83 385.543 

Partial Cor. 35 (133.3) -98.3 9,662.83 72.489 

No Cor. 05 (133.3) -128.3 16,460 123.487 

--- --- --- --- --- 581.513 

 

Degree of freedom = 2 or (3-1) i.e. (r-1) (c-1) 

Significance level = 0.05 

χ² table value      =5.991 

χ² calculated value =581.513. 

. 

Table 6: Hypothesis Three. 

          H.1. It is possible for the amendment and execution of effective environmental policies in 

       Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State.   

          H.o. It is not possible for the amendment and execution of effective environmental policies  

                 In Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State.   

RESPONSE OBSERVED FREQUENCY 

(O) 

EXPECTED FREQUENCY 

(E) 

It is possible 360 (133.3) 

Partially possible 35 (133.3) 

Not possible 05 (133.3) 

χ² =∑ (O-E)² 

E 

RESPONSE O (E) (O-E) O-E² (O-E)² 

E 

It Is possible 360 (133.3) 226.7 51,392.83 385.543 

Partially Pbl. 35 (133.3) -98.3 9,662.83 72.489 

Not possible 05 (133.3) -128.3 16,460 123.487 

--- --- --- --- --- 581.513 

Degree of freedom = 2 or (3-1) i.e. (r-1) (c-1) 

Significance level = 0.05 

χ² table value      =5.991 

χ² calculated value =581.513.   
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The study investigation in table 4 hypothesis one was to determine the strength of the notion 

which argued that the application of operational environmental policies can aid the sustenance of 

indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State. This was obtained through the chi-square test 

result accomplished at 0.05 significant levels at 2 degrees of freedom whereby the χ² calculated 

value of (581.583) is superior to the χ² table value of (5.991). Against this backdrop, this study 

ignored the null proposition and admitted the positive hypothesis. Also the KII data agreed that 

the application of operational environmental policies can aid the sustenance of indigenous socio-

cultural values in Rivers State. In table 5 hypothesis two statistics, the chi-square test result which 

was achieved at 0.05 significant levels at 2 degrees of freedom shows that the χ² computed value 

of (581.513) is higher than the χ² table value of (5.991) prompting this study rejected the null 

hypothesis, thus, agreed with the proposition and the KII stated that strong correlation does exists 

between ineffective environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural values decline in Rivers 

State. Finally, in table 6 hypothesis three where the chi-square test result realized at 0.05 

significant levels at 2 degrees of freedom exemplified the χ² determined value of (581.513) is 

superior to the χ² table value of (5.991). Against this result, this study disregarded the illogical 

hypothesis which argued that it is not possible for the amendment and execution of effective 

environmental policies in Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-cultural values 

in the State, therefore admitted the positive proposition and the KII outcome that it is possible for 

the amendment and execution of effective environmental policies in Rivers State to revitalize the 

declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State.  

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

By investigating environmental policies and indigenous socio-cultural values in Rivers State, this 

study based on test results and KII data further exposed the inadequacies of existing 

environmental regulations and policies, particularly the effect on the environment and indigenous 

socio-cultural values. Against this backdrop, Human Right Watch (1999), affirmed that 

environmental degradation in Niger Delta was the consequence of weak or deficient ecological 

guiding principles in Nigeria. In the same vein, out of the 400 respondents interviewed, 360 

obtained from 230 males (57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) explicitly argued that the use of 

operational environmental policies can encourage the sustenance of indigenous socio-cultural 

values in Rivers State.  Only 15 males (3.75%) and 20 females (5.0%) meaning 35 respondents 

(8.75%) were unclear, hence the partial sample. while 5 respondents (1.25%) from only males 

deliberately faulted the proposition, consequently the “No It Can’t” survey. Also, the same 230 

males (57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) meaning 360 respondents (90%) of the sample size 

affirmed the view that fierce correlation does exist between ineffective environmental policies 

and indigenous socio-cultural values decline in the State. While 15 males (3.75%) and 20 females 

(5.0%) signifying 35 respondents (8.75%) were of the idea that partial correlation exists between 

the logic, and only 05 male respondents (1.25%) argued that there is no correlation.  

Furthermore, the 360 respondents (90%) from 230 males (57.5%) and 130 females (32.5%) 

consented that is it possible for the amendment and execution of effective environmental policies 

in Rivers State to revitalize the declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State. And the 35 

respondents (8.75%) from 15 males (3.75%) and 20 females (5.0%) argued that it could partial be 

applicable. Again the remaining 05 respondents (1.25%), gotten from only 05 males contended 

that it is not possible. In addition to these findings, this study also acknowledged the 

indispensability and strong cultural bond that exists between the State indigenous settlements and 

the natural environment. 

 

SUMMARY/CONCLUSION 

This study examined existing environmental policies operational in Rivers State by extension 

Nigeria and exposed the available environmental guiding principles shortfalls through field data, 

particularly the effect of environmental degradation on indigenous socio-cultural values. It 
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applied the Taro Yamene scientific formula to obtain a sample size of 400 respondents and also 

employed the cross-sectional research design and analytical techniques, the probability and non-

probability sampling methods to settle at the ten (10) L.G.A.s selected for the study. To gather 

and evaluate the study statistics required the application of primary and secondary sources of 

data, the Key Informant Interview (KII), Microsoft Excel and statistical package for social 

sciences (SPSS), the frequency distribution tables and the chi-square (χ²) statistical method. The 

study concluded by revealing strapping correlation between ineffective environmental policies 

and indigenous socio-cultural values decline in Rivers State, and that the use of operational 

environmental regulations and policies can encourage the sustenance of indigenous socio-cultural 

values in the State. Also that it is possible for the modification and implementation of effective 

environmental policies to invigorate the declining indigenous socio-cultural values in the State.  

The study recommended that the Nigerian State should progress further than the 

institutionalization of pretentious analgesic apparatus and debilitated environmental agencies and 

boards through all-inclusive environmental guiding principles, strategies and schemes, which in 

valid logic would epitomize the State indigenous socio-cultural values. Significantly, 

environmental regulations and policies in the Country and State should be planned in line with 

Stokes, (2005) who posited is the institutionalization of statutes, regulations and common-law 

principles guarding air and water pollution, hazardous waste, the wilderness and endangered 

wildlife at a variety of regional, national and international levels and ecosystem health. These 

would assist to curtail the growing surge of environmental degradation effect on indigenous 

socio-cultural values in Rivers State, mostly the swift deterioration of indigenous social 

structures. 
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