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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate, examine and explore the different perspectives on the 
Nigerian Civil War in the works of two Nigerian writers: Duruoha‟s Eaters of Dust and Adichie‟s Half of 
a Yellow Sun. It encompasses the events that led to the war, and the war period. A comparative study of 
both texts will also be done with regard to the perspectives from which both authors present their stories 
and reflections on the war. This research work in elucidating the style and narrative technique of both 
authors, aims at plumbing the depth of devastation caused by the Nigerian Civil War on both the 
individual and the environment.  In considering the genocidal effects of war and the pains and torture 
particularly faced by the citizens, the traumatic experiences of the feminine gender, in the course of the 
war conflicts, will also be mentioned. The Just War Theory and the Mimetic and Expressive Theories of 
Literature will be utilized. While the elements of prose fiction will be viable tools of analysis, 
Ecocriticism as well as Ecofeminism will also be applied in the interpretation of the texts. These are 
essential strands of Mimetic and Expressive Theories of Literature which represent reality and express the 
author‟s feeling respectively. The points of convergence and divergence of both texts will be underscored. 
The study recommends possible recovery measures from the effects of the war. Based on the Just War 
Theory, the study also recommends viable alternatives to wars which are as gruesome as they are 
devastating. 
Keywords : Ecofeminism, Nigerian Civil War, Ecocriticism,  

 

INTRODUCTION 
Wars are perceived as the aftermath of dissensions among different leadership groups ranging from 
communal to international. War is the intense armed conflict between states, governments, societies, etc. 
It is a situation in which countries or groups of people are engaged in a feud over a period of time. Not 
every armed conflict is a war. A conflict between individuals, groups and cartels is not considered a war. 
However, most wars are called armed conflicts. The International Humanitarian Law is a set of rules 
established to limit the effect of wars. It recognizes two kinds of wars; the international armed conflicts 
between two or more states and the non-international armed conflicts between a government and a group 
that is not a government or one that is between two such groups. The Nigerian Civil War falls under the 
non-international armed conflict category. 
Karl von Clausewitz wrote in his classic book, On War, that “war is a mere continuation of policy with 
other means” (1). He viewed war as a political instrument. War, according to him, is a means employed 
by politicians to enforce their will on all forms of oppositions. It is used to ensure that their minds are 
stamped as a reality since opposing forces would not willingly hand down powers.Sun Tzu, in his book, 
The Art of War, saw war as a necessary evil (500B.C 8). He said it is something people do. People engage 
in wars for whatever reason, even for the mere fun of it. Wars have been fought to control natural 
resources, for religious or cultural reasons and over political power tussles. People engage in wars to 

International Journal of Innovative Language, Literature & Art Studies 8(4):1-14, Oct.-Dec.., 2020        

 © SEAHI PUBLICATIONS, 2020    www.seahipaj.org                 ISSN: 2467-8511 

http://www.seahipaj.org/


2 
 

correct laws that they feel are inappropriate or illegitimate, to settle arguments about countless issues and 
even to show off a level of superiority over another. The reason behind any war is usually very complex. 
Although wars can arise for just any reason, there is always more than one cause of a war.  
From the earliest times, independent states or political factions have used wars to gain sovereignty over 
regions. In one of the earliest civilizations in history, Mesopotamia was in a near constant state of war. In 
3100 BC, Ancient Egypt during its Early Dynastic Period came about by war when Lower and Upper 
Egypt were joined together as one country. The Zhou Dynasty that ruled China came to power through 
war. Scipio Africanus (236-183BCE) defeated Carthage leading Ancient Rome to begin a conquest of the 
known world. Philip II of Macedon (382-336BCE) united a group of city-states to become Ancient 
Greece.  
Russia and America competed against each other for super power status after the World War II.  Russia 
and America wanted to be superior to each other so each of them employed methods to scare citizens by 
producing weapons of mass destruction. Weapons like atomic bombs which can split atoms to cause a 
large radioactive explosion, casualties and damaging of radioactive wastes were created.  
The Korean War (from 1950 to 1953) was between North Korea (with the support of China and the Soviet 
Union) and South Korea (with the support of the United States). It was meant to stop the spread of 
communism. The war, under the leadership of Joe McCarthy and J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, took a bad 
turn and gave America a bad look in the eyes of other countries as it invaded North Korea causing a 
military stalemate. 
The Trojan War in Greek mythology was waged against the city of Troy by the Achaeans (Greeks) after 
Paris of Troy took Helen from her husband Menelaus, king of Sparta. Following this, the aggrieved 
husband convinced his brother Agamemnon to lead the journey to win her back. The Greek heroes 
accompanied him on this expedition and the end of it was the death of the Greek heroes and massacres of 
the Trojans, sparing only a few women and children, some of whom were kept by the men or sold into 
slavery. 
Following the above information on war, one can say categorically that war can be as a result of complex, 
as well as the most trivial of issues. We also see that war has detrimental effects on the individuals within 
a country, its environment and the economy. Wars can reduce a nation from its rich, healthy, developed 
and advanced status to an impoverished and skeletal state. The effects of war are better discussed than 
experienced. 
In Africa, several wars have been fought and these battles were no small wars. The Mozambican war 
lasted between 1977 and 1992. It was an internal civil war that ensued as a result of a misunderstanding 
between the Soviet Union, the Mozambican government and the United States. The Soviet Union accused 
the latter of supporting insurgency. This war took place two years after Mozambique gained 
independence from Portugal on 25 June 1975. An estimate of one million lives were lost during the war. 
Similarly, the first Liberian war was an internal conflict. It took place from 1989-1997. The Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and United Nations tried to intervene but their effort did 
not last long as a second civil war broke out in 1999. The Doe government was overthrown and Charles 
Taylor was elected president in 1997. 
Other African countries that engaged in wars were: Rwanda, Cote d‟Ivoire, Uganda, Angola, Sudan, 
Sierra Leone and Chad. Some war novels have also been written by some Africans in relationship with 
these wars. Generally, war situations have been a major source of expression by several writers. The grim 
experience of the Nigerian Civil War has led to the rise of many novels. In Nigeria, examples abound 
such as; Elechi Amadi‟s Sunset in Biafra, Flora Nwanpa‟s Never Again, Chinua Achebe‟s Girls at War 
(Short Story), Akachi Adimora‟s Roses and Bullets, Ifeanyi Aniebo‟s Rearguard Action, Emeka 
Ojukwu‟s Because I Am Involved (Non-fiction), Sunday Duruoha‟s Eaters of Dust, Chimamanda 
Adichie‟s Half of a Yellow Sun, etc. 
Duruoha is a renowned literary author whose works cannot only be categorized as literature but as living 
shadows that follow his readers about.He is from the Eastern part of Nigeria. He has written many 
remarkable literary works consisting of poems and prose fiction, Eaters of Dust inclusive. His first novel, 
Eaters of Dust was published in 2000.Eaters of Dust is a prose fiction written by the author to express his 
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displeasure over the Nigerian Civil War. The author recounts the gruesome killings during the war and 
the terrible state of Biafra during and after the war. He gives a vivid expression of the war and its futility. 
The book was exhibited by Learn Africa in London in 2013.  
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie on her own part, is an author, whose artistry in literature has been applauded 
and classified among the literary giants of her time. She is seen and considered as a fearless writer, with a 
voice to create solutions in her world. Her work has been translated into thirty languages and has 
appeared in various publications, including the New Yorker, Granta, and Financial times, to name a few. 
Among her numerous works is Half of a Yellow Sun which is one of the novels studied in this work. The 
novel was published in 2006. It portrays the Nigerian Civil War as a parameter through which the author, 
expressed her innermost emotion. Although she was not yet born during the war, history has it that she 
lost two family relatives in the war – her grandfathers and a very loyal steward of her mother.Half of a 
Yellow Sun brings to reality the brutality of war, and as well influences some reasonable approaches, 
proving why war is horrific to human nature. The book was well crafted to appreciate the existence of 
humanity and lent its voice on why humanity should be preserved. It was awarded the 2007 Orange 
Broadband Prize. 

 

Theoretical Framework 
This section focuses on the experimental principles, philosophies and critical beliefs of war novels. It also 
views its effect on a particular person, sect or the world at large, with reference to scholarly explorations 
of war. War has been defined by different scholars as a long standing conflict that exists between different 
sects over issues that they have failed to agree upon. War is a state of usually opened and declared armed 
hostile conflict between states or nations which leads to mortality and destruction of lives and properties. 
B. Russell defines war as “conflict between two groups each of which attempts to kill or maim as many as 
possible of the other group in order to achieve some object which it desires”. Thomas Dodman in his 
study The Psychological Impact of War, opined that wars create a serious mayhem for its victims as the 
after effect is usually too gruesome to the human mind and also a waste of human lives and properties (1).  
The following theories will be applied to the interpretation of the two novels.  They are, Ethical Criticism, 
Mimetic, Expressive, Ecocriticism and Ecofeminist theories. 

Ethical Criticism 
Ethical criticism in literature is a critical theory that approaches literary works and their authors from the 
perspectives of ethics. It does not just evaluate a given literary work as good or bad on the basis of moral 
principles. It foregrounds that literature is a unique expression of ethic and morality within a certain 
historical period, and that literature is not just an art of language but rather an art of text. The primary 
function of ethical criticism is to morally enlighten and educate and not just to highlight or appreciate the 
aesthetic features. Ethical criticism mainly seeks to expose the ethical features of literary works, to 
describe characters and their likes from the vantage point of ethics, and to make ethical judgments about 
them. 
Just War Theory: St Thomas Aquinas first developed this theory. The Internet Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy asserts that this theory deals with the establishment of facts on how and why wars are fought. 
It states that justification for wars can either be historical or theoretical. The theoretical aspect centers on 
whether or not war is ethical and the forms that war may take while the historical aspect deals with the 
rules that have applied in wars over time. The Just War Theory consists of five criteria: the war must be 
for a just cause, the war must be declared by a lawful authority, the intention for going into war must be 
right, all measures to conflict resolution must first be employed before considering war and there must be 
a reasonable chance of success (1). 
The just authority is one of thecriteria of the Just War Theory. It is referred to as determined legality of 
going to war by the right authority, and not inspired by a mere willingness to go to war, or by choice 
according to any sect which has no mantle of authority according to warring. However, this concept does 
not justify the pursuit of going to war, as it could be seen as bias.  
Similarly, the just cause implies that there must be a justifiable reason with appropriate and necessary 
responsebefore a war can be embarked on.  

Ukelabuchi ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 8(4):1-14, 2020 



4 
 

Another important criterion to be met prior to a war is the criterion of right intention. This theory supports 
the fact that if one must go to war, it must be determined if such is morally right. It further suggests that if 
a war must happen, it should justify whether warring or warfare is a measurable way to the conflict.   
Lastly, last resort is also one of the criteria to be determined before a war.  This criterion supports war to 
be a last resort, in the sense that if conflict ensues, all other attempts to curb the conflict must be carried 
out before war could be considered, if not, warring is of no essence.  
The classical pundits have also expressed their views on this theory. Plato, a Greek philosopher in 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, empathically stated some thoughts on the Just War Theory. 
According to him in “Phaedo”- the imperfect human nature with its craving for wealth and pleasure leads 
to unjust war. Plato tries to prove that quests for material things lead to outbreak of wars through 
violence, deception and robbery. Plato also believes that the knowledge of good gives us the knowledge 
of justice. Thus, eternal peace is possible if each ruler is abreast with the idea of good. This statement 
further draws our attention to the fact that if political leaders are good, they will avoid war, which is an 
impediment to societal growth and development (1).  
Aristotle also supports The Just War Theory according to Plato‟s thought of applying virtue in war. 
Aristotle believes that war is a natural instrument for establishing a government over barbaric societies. A 
statesman can achieve this through the command of four qualities: fairness, courage, moderation and 
prudence. This is to say that even though war must be employed, it should be guided by the general 
principles of virtue. 
2.5.2  Mimetic Theory 
This is a theory in Literature that conceptualizes how well a work of art imitates life. This theory relates 
works of art to universal truths and also unveils moral lessons. Ecocriticism on which this work is 
anchored stems from the mimetic theory. Plato, in his Theory of Mimesis and Literature, believes that art 
imitates life but “idea” is the main reality; stating that art draws or copies from idea therefore it is an 
imitation of reality. This though is not Aristotle‟s standpoint. Aristotle believes that art is not just copied 
but a re-presentation of the main copy of the world. In more precise words, Plato believes in an ideal 
world while Aristotle believes that the ideal world can be analysed as it should be not exactly as it is.  

2.5.3 Expressive Theory 
This theory deals with the relationship between the text and the author. It opines that writers express the 
vision of life through their works. M. H Abrams in his book entitled The Mirror and the Lamp viewed 
literature using a dual dichotomy. First as a mirror and secondly, as a lamp. As a mirror, literature is said 
to reflect objects that are external which inherently could mean the society. Conversely, when literature 
functions as a lamp, it reflects and focuses on internal objects by highlighting them. As a lamp, it projects 
that which the ordinary eyes cannot see and also exposes the inner soul of the writer. It sees beyond the 
real world and exposes the writer‟s feeling of pains, regrets, joy, laughter, etc. In contrast, Sue Chaplin in 
Theorizing Romanticism, believes that the focus should not just be on the text and the author alone, but 
also on the text and the audience since imagination is creative. That is, the audience should be allowed to 
freely give their views on the text rather than focus entirely on what the author has written.  
2.5.4 Ecocriticism: Thisis an offshoot of the mimetic and expressive theories. It is the study of literature 
and the environment from an interdisciplinarypoint of view where literary scholars analyze texts that 
illustrate environmental concerns and examine the various ways literature treats the subject of nature. Its 
origin emerged as a study of the relationship between literature and the natural environment in the 1990‟s. 
According to Howarth, Ecocriticism is a term derived from Greek oikos and kritis. Cheryll Glotfelty who 
coined the term “ecocriticism‟‟, stated that the main goal of ecocriticism is to recoup professional dignity 
for what Glotfelty calls the “undervalued genre of nature writing.” (69) 
In relating ecocriticism to the Nigerian Civil War, we see that the issue of the environment centres on the 
extreme harm already done on our environment and the need for us to work at its preservation. The 
destruction of houses, felling of trees-like in Iyayi‟s Heroes (72), where we see continuous felling of trees 
by soldiers and by air raids, creation of bunkers, etc are all pointers to the hazards meted out on our 
environment and of course the dangers posed to humanity. Ridler notes in 
OlayokuAdemola‟sMemorialisationPrinciples:Post-ColonialEcocriticism and African Literature that 
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with an understanding of the connection between the land and home, the destructions from the war affect 
and displace the human society because the sky as well as the land constantly receives the effects of all 
the lethal weapons released during the air raids which is responsible for the present day global warming 
and climate change (226). In the same vein, David Biello in Olayoku Ademola‟s Memorialization 
Principles: Post-Colonial Ecocriticism, believes that global warming gives rise to drought, sea level rise, 
heavy rains and heat; therefore our environment must be taken care of through sustainable environmental 
practices (144-45). 
Alan Thein Durning in How much Is Enough? World Watch Environmental Alert Seriesnotes that 
technology is one of the factors that poses a threat to humanity and their environment. Festus Iyayi‟s 
Heroes gives assertion to this claim when he said that air raids like that of Benin show the effects of 
technology in polluting our environment (3). Ridler also says that trenches and bunkers dug for protection 
during the war period cause “flooding, vermin and disease” (233). We know for sure the implication of 
flooding is erosion which is an environmental disaster that threatens the landscape. 
We are told by Camila Toulmin in Olayoku‟s Post-Colonial Ecocriticism that climate change as a result 
of deforestation has negative implications on our environment. She noted that the forests ensure carbon 
storage and help to regulate the amount of carbon-dioxide in the atmosphere. From this, we understand 
that forests protect the earth against erosion and flooding. She also noted that forests regulate moisture 
thereby protect the land against flooding, erosions, storms and other severe conditions. We see in Heroes 
(5) that Osime‟s corn plants are destroyed as a result of flooding and erosion. 
In Sule Emmanuel Egya‟s Sexualized Body, exploited by the environment, a relationship is drawn between 
the violation of women and the environment. He stated that women as well as the environment are either 
forced to carry out functions that inflict pain on her body or willingly perform them to prove that she is a 
woman. Thus, destroying her esteem and self-worth, devaluing in every sense just the way the beauty and 
usefulness of the environment is ripped off through the activities of war (117-118). 

2.5.5 Ecofeminism 
Ecofeminism is a strand of the mimetic and expressive theories that analyses the relationship that exists 
between women and nature; that is, how women are being subjugated and the manner in which nature has 
been abused. An analogy is drawn between the rape of a woman and the rape of the land during wars and 
crises. In Eaubonne‟s Le Feminismeou la Mort, Ecofeminists use the concept of gender to view the 
connection between humans and the natural world (1). According to Annette Kolodny “In ecofeminism, 
the focus is on the fact that women are oppressed in the same manner as nature by men, and that women 
and nature share one core value- the ability to nurture” (13).  
The term "Ecofeminism" was coined by the French writer Françoise d' Eaubonne in her book -Le 
Féminismeou la Mort- (1974). Ecofeminism emphasizes that both women and nature must be respected 
(5). In the book, the author agrees that oppression, domination, exploitation and colonization by the 
Western patriarchal society have directly caused irreversible environmental damage. Eaubonne's writing 
encouraged the eradication of all social injustice, beyond that of women and the environment (7). 
Similarly, Chioma Opara‟s theory of Femalism links the female body to mother-nature. She believes that 
the destructive acts carried out on the body of the woman can be compared with the harm done on the 
African nation through wars, diseases, colonialism and poverty. In femalism, an analogy is drawn 
between the battered female body and the impoverished nation as both cry out for a complete and total 
existence (8). She also states that ecofeminism is aimed at bridging the gap between nature and culture. 
Stating that since women and nature are often linked together, and ecology refers to both plants, animals, 
humans and their socio-cultural concerns in the environment, nature and culture are inevitably tied in this 
theory of ecofeminism (“Ecofeminist Impulse”, 116). Similarly, in Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace and 
Conflict, Vandana Shiva, an Indian ecofeminist, states that the violence of nature which seems intrinsic to 
the dominant development model, is also associated with violence on women who depend on nature for 
drawing sustenance for themselves, their families and their societies. This therefore explains that any 
violence on nature, directly affects women, thus, eroding her vitality (1). 
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Another definition of ecofeminism was also given by Josephine Donavan as being a theory connected 
with ecology and between male-domination and the contemporary despoliation of the natural world 
(Cited in Opara, Her Mother’s Daughter, 69). 
Annette Kolodny in her book: The Lay of the Land: Metaphor as Experience and History in American 
Life and Letters, 1630-1860 which focuses on the issues surrounding the environment and the destruction 
of the land, tries to elaborate on the symbolism of the land-as-woman (9). She believes that connecting 
women to the landscape is very essential. In choosing the land as female, Kolodny opines that the 
colonialists, instead of removing the harm and disaster carried out on the land, only exploited the land and 
got what they felt was useful to them. The land took the form of a mother that nurtures meant only to 
provide warmth, comfort and sustenance just like the woman whose body, soul and mind is being 
exploited daily by the male folks.  
Eaters of Dust is a novel that vividly explains the futility of the Nigerian Civil War. The author perceives 
the war as a wasted effort which left the people of Biafra disillusioned, helpless, hungry, dejected and 
defeated. He paints the graphic picture of defeated Biafra by beginning his story with the travails of 
Biafrans at the end of the war. The story opens with the chaos and confusion that characterized the entire 
Biafran republic as everyone at the moment was captured on the road and withdrawals had become a riot. 
Duruoha portrays Biafra‟s defeat through the disintegration and vacation of the training depot which has 
been the hub of military events during the heyday of Biafra. The Usi Grammar School that served as a 
training depot was now void of recruits, rifles and soldiers: 

Biafran defences had been crumbling. 
There had been massive withdrawals from all the fronts. 

The panic had started. 

Since the 7th of July…Usi Grammar School had been a training camp…Now there were no recruits, with 

dummy rifles scaling „obstacles‟; no well-trained soldiers parading themselves on the field…(1-2) 

 
The author‟s disaffection with Biafra‟s involvement in the war is also expressed in his description of the 
hungry state of the people of Biafra, his statements when Captain Bazooka killed Charles and made away 
with his car and also his joy when the law took its course on the murderer of Charles. 
                          After four weeks of starvation… (15). 

Ebenezer Odogwu was executed in his hometown Nkwo-iyi early yesterday. He was found guilty 

of armed robbery and murder and sentenced to death by the Armed Robbery Tribunal of the East 

Central State (215). 

 
The text in trying to expose the extent to which man has been swallowed up with his desire for freedom, 
shows the gruesome murder of Charles Okwusugo by Captain Ebenezer Odogwu without any remorse, 
and still made away with his car: 

“…Bazooka grabbed him by the collar of his shirt and pulled him back. Bazooka‟s 

madson automatic rifle stuttered dryly in a sudden burst of gunfire. It was so quick. The 

car owner crashed into the dust. Bazooka got into the wheel, slammed the door and 

drove off at breakneck speed. I fainted.” (53) 

 
This draws our mind to the just war theory and ethical criticism which condemns war based on selfish and 
personal reasons or gains. Bazooka in the text just like many politicians of today are ready to take off any 
obstacle or opposition on their way through any means just for positions, wealth and any comfort they 
could get. 
According to the historical background of the text, Eaters represents those who consume or get rid of 
something or someone in a way that leaves no traces of the people or things. On the other hand, Dust 
symbolizes death and the translation of humans to where they came from-“Dust”. This reminds us of the 
biblical allusion “from dust to dust” which means ceasing to live, and returning to what man was formed 
from. Therefore, Eaters of Dust refers to a collective group of persons or something whose job is to take 
the lives of people- destroy humanity and get rid of properties. “Dust” which means death (uncountable) 
is what is reflected in the mimetic/realistic representation of the Nigerian Civil War.  
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Looking at “Dust” from an ecocritical angle, we understand that it represents drought, dryness and 
famine. Dust points out that the environment was emptied of its rich green nature, its beauty and 
humidity. A form from which a lot could be drawn: herbs for medicinal purposes, vegetables for food, 
water for survival, trees for shades, etc. Dust is thus an index of degradation in ecocrticism; it entirely 
removes all the usefulness of nature for the environment and leaves it shattered and impoverished. 
Similarly, war is a vector of dilapidation in ecocriticism. As, it is a tool with which properties are 
destroyed, trees and forests brought down, young generations cut off in their prime and education, 
hampered. It is a good representation of human cleansing in Nigeria, where many lives were wasted dead 
bodies were found like the dust (uncountable). Moreover, “war” itself can be attributed human quality. 
“War” is the Eater itself. War ate the Nigerian citizens during the Civil War. Eaters of Dust has a simple 
style and is written from a first person narrative point of view.  
According to The Expressive Theory that deals with the relationship between the text and the author, we 
see that the story is set in the Eastern part of Nigeria. With the author being an Igbo, he gives his personal 
account of the Nigerian Civil War through a clear explanation of the war, places and events. With the 
author being an Igbo and a critique of the war, one can refer to him as a deviant. Since, following the 
painful experiences of the people of Biafra, he is naturally expected to support the Biafrans or at least, 
empathize with them. This could be the reason he begins his story from the end; so his audience can see 
the futility of the war. Also, through the sequence of events in the novel, we see clearly that the author 
actually experienced the war and tried to express his feelings in the best way possible through his persona 
Nduweze. He is able to bring us to the point of agreement with him about the futility of the war as he 
paints a graphic picture of the Biafrans‟ torture and defeat and failure of both parties, before, during and 
after the war, to make the nation a better place. Also, the use of Igbo names and places validates a Biafran 
setting. However, the tone and atmosphere illustrate despair and defeat. 

 
4.2  Analysis ofHalf of a Yellow Sun 

The text brings an easy and clear understanding of the painful experiences in the history of Biafra. The 
novel derives its title from the emblem of Biafra whose dream of becoming an independent nation was 
short lived. Biafra was known for hunger and starvation all over the world. Half of a Yellow Sun tries hard 
to recount the extremities of the war covering the decade to the end of the Nigerian Biafran War. The 
characters in the novel are first portrayed during a time of peace and plenty, after Nigeria‟s independence 
in 1960: 

„…Oranges, bread, beer, soft drinks: many things in packets and cans were arranged on 

different levels, and at the top, a roasted shimmering chicken, whole but for a leg.‟ (16) 

„That thing you are cooking smells very good,‟ Jomo said. 

„It is for my master‟s mother, jollof rice with fried chicken.‟ (119) 

 
We see from above the rich nature of the country before the war. Things were smooth and there was 
enough for all to eat and drink. Life was indeed beautiful for Nigeria before the war. Also the garden 
belonging to Odenigbo speaks of the peace and tranquility of Nigeria before the war (27). With the 
description of the garden, we could sense that it was a place that one could draw from nature‟s 
intelligence aside from the freshness it offered in terms of its produce of fresh fruits. We see that this 
garden with all it had to offer-beauty, food, peace and inspirations, was destroyed by the bombs and air 
raids used during the war; an environmental disaster which ecocriticism is concerned with. Destruction of 
nature‟s gift was chosen in place of its conservation. 
Half of a Yellow Sun is an account of the mental, emotional and physical torture of the Nigerian Civil 
War. Adichie expressively gives a human face to a war that has long been detached from history outside 
of Nigeria. She, through this novel, pierces through the heart of many readers within and outside Nigeria 
by reminding all of the extremities of the war. She succeeds in doing this by touching all aspects: 
genocide, environmental degradation, rape, crime against humanity, air raids, displacement, infant 
mortality, famine and starvation and juxtaposes them with times of forgiveness, generosity, sacrifice and 
love. The text appears a bit complex, as it touches all areas of Nigerian culture, corruption, issue of race, 
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gender, colonialism and the fragility of human relationships and highlights them with the international, 
historical context of the setting, as seen through references to the civil rights movements of the 1960s and 
the cold war. In the novel, Adichie empowers and humanizes her characters as well as gives voice to the 
survivors and casualties of the war. The novel presents readers the opportunity to be humble, informed, 
and abreast with history. It explains what it means to be human, fight for a cause, confront your own 
mortality, be vulnerable and as well be at peace with oneself in the midst of political tensions. The story 
revolves mainly around her Igbo characters and her British character Richard: Odenigbo, Olanna, 
Kainene and Ugwu the character through whom she tells her story. 

Ecocriticism and Ecofeminism as Mirrored in Both Texts  
Factually, wars come with grave damage done to the environment, as well as human beings. The Biafra-
Nigeria Civil War was no exception at all.While we are drawn into scenes of horror, bomb blast, 
massacre, rape, oppression, domination, exploitation and all forms of violence in both texts, we see 
ecocriticism and ecofeminism displayed as Duruoha and Adichie leave no stone unturned in laying bare 
the disrespect and inhumanity meted out to several women and to the environment in which the travails of 
war occur. Like in ecofeminism, women and children sufferand the land is not spared either as the burden 
of hatred, anger, bitterness and bloodshed is daily cast upon its shoulders-ecocriticism. The bodies being 
violated and destroyed and those who carry out this act remain an essential feature of ecofeminism. 
Women just like the land are exploited and violated without any form of justice being upheld for them. 
Reasons being that no value has been placed on the woman by the environment in which she finds herself. 
The men on their own part, out of their ego and so called African culture do not reckon with for the 
feminine gender. There is the popular African belief that women are to be used, women belong to the 
kitchen and therefore can be treated without respect and love. Therefore, whatever happens to her is well 
deserving of her and by virtue of upbringing, most women believe this and fail to stand up for themselves. 
The recurring image of the head of a young girl who was beheaded and the head put in a calabash (185) is 
symbolic of the horrendous violence of a war where woman is the most vulnerable.  

The woman with the calabash nudged her, then motioned to some other people close by. „Bianu, 

come,‟ she said. „Come and take a look.‟ She opened the calabash. „Take a look,‟ she said again. 

Olanna looked into the bowl. She saw the little girl‟s head with the ashy -grey skin and plaited hair 

and rolled-back eyes and open mouth. She stared at it for a while before she looked away. 

Somebody screamed. The woman closed the calabash. „Do you know,‟ she said, „it took me so 

long to plait this hair? She had such thick hair (185). 

 
The gang rape of the bar girl (457), the rape of Ugwu‟s sister by military men (497 – 526) were all horrors 
of the war in Adichie‟s Half of a Yellow Sun. Again, the rape of Captain Bazooka‟s girlfriend Maria (62), 
the rape of a Chief‟s daughter by Okoro (122) and the gruesome killing of Charles Okwusugo (53) by 
Captain Bazooka in Eaters of Dust, are all pointers to the horrors of the war. These incidents of rape are 
from the ecofeminist point of view. Just as these women were raped, Biafra was dehumanized and 
devalued during the war. Lives, properties, crops, etc were all destroyed during the war. It is rather 
unethical for Adiche and Duruoha to, in all of these instances, say nothing about their characters. Their 
avoidance of judgment on their characters illustrates the ethical imperative behind their literary vision as 
no one is blamed for anything during the war since everyone within the war environment is vulnerable. 
This therefore pushes aside the ethics and morals of purity and chastity which should ordinarily be the 
order of the day according to ethical criticism. We see in Adichie‟s Half of a Yellow Sun that despite her 
representation of violent acts of rape, murder, and the manner with which bodies were violated and 
destroyed, there is a plain refusal to pass judgment on her characters despite their roles. The excerpt 
below shows the inhumane violation of the woman.  

Ugwu backed away from the door. „Ujoabiala o! Target Destroyer is afraid!‟ Ugwu 

shrugged and moved forwards [sic] „Who is afraid?‟ he said disdainfully. „I just like to eat 

before others, that is all,‟ „The food is still fresh!‟ Target Destroyer are you a man? I 

bukwanwoke?‟ …Ugwu pulled his trousers down, surprised at the swiftness of his erection. 

She was dry and tense when he entered her… Half of a Yellow Sun (442) 
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I remember one Saturday night, we s tole out of the compound and went to an aging prostitute 

in a bamboo hurt…Then she stretched her withered hand and demanded for our money. We 

quickly gave it to her. She stripped us naked as if she hated us. Then she asked us who would 

come to her first... Eaters of Dust (28).  

 
 
Adichie‟s use of the words: „eat‟ and „destroyer‟ which reflects Ugwu‟s devouring and destroying of 
woman, is an indication of the devastation and destruction of Biafra land. Upon his return to the village, 
Ugwu finds out his mother is dead and that soldiers also raped his sister.  The circle of violation goes 
round and round. Ugwu breaks down in tears. He weeps for what was destroyed in the war. Beyond the 
physical destruction, his weeping upon coming to knowledge of what had befallen his mother and sister 
suggests an outcry for a stop to such injustice. Ugwu, also a culprit in this injustice, returns home to see 
the same evil meted out to his own family and this is a sharp point we cannot ignore. 
When women, who are our symbolic generational pathways to being nurtured and raised, are violently cut 
off, nature would crumble. Things would naturally go wrong. Ecofeminism demands that women and the 
environment be respected and while these scenes in both texts stand as pointers to the ugly outlook of the 
reverse, we are called, as a society adopting the just war theory to a better place where war would no 
longer be an option for the common good of all. 
We see occurrences of bomb blast (as in the destruction of the school buildings, etc.) death by firing 
squad, genocide by the northerners and so on, as pointers to the desecration of the environment and the 
disruption of the peace of the land which is what ecocriticism is concerned with. 
This study examined the perspectives of the Nigerian civil war. The view points from which both authors 
presented their story were considered. War is an intense armed conflict between states, countries, etc. The 
Nigerian Civil War has been considered the bloodiest war ever recording millions of death through 
starvation, genocide, illnesses, etc. The texts extensively explain the sad, bitter and terrible experiences of 
the Igbo before and during the war; their devastation and defeat. A review of relevant literature was 
effected inchapter two. Chapterthree focused on the methodology employed in carrying out this research; 
whilechapter four focused on the analysis of the texts with regard to the war. Chapter five is composed of 
summary, conclusion, recommendations and contribution to knowledge. 
In summary, Duruoha‟s perspective on the Nigerian Civil War is a negative one. He perceives it as an 
effort in futility which left Biafrans disillusioned, helpless, defeated, hungry and dejected. He decried the 
devastation of the land from an ecocritical viewpoint. For Duruoha, the war was unnecessary because it 
would have been avoided. Doruoha used both the mimetic and expressive theories to show how 
unnecessary and useless the war was. He emphasized the fact that Biafra suffered an ill-fate in the war 
since it was not really prepared to face the Nigerian soldiers. Duruoha‟s perspective to the futility of the 
war is similar to that of Adichie‟s. Above all, Adichie on her part, perceives that the war sapped Nigeria 
of all its primordial glow and dreams. Thus, in line with the theory of ecofeminism, she points out that 
women were major victims of the war. She also used characters like Odenigbo, Ugwu, Kainane and 
others to buttress her perspective of the war being only a tool for destruction in line with the expressive 
theory.  
Both novelists have utilized different styles to pass their messages across to the audience. While Duruoha 
adopts the first person narrative with the use of everyday language, Adichie sways between the third 
person narrative technique and the first person narrative technique depending on the exigency of the 
moment. She also ensures that language use depicts the academic level of the speaker.  
This research therefore, serves as a reminder of the Nigerian Civil War and the lessons that accompany it.  

 

CONCLUSION 
War is a very terrible and devastating experience. It is not something anyone with a positive expectation 
for life would desire both now and in the future. Iheanyichukwu Duruoha and Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie have done well in refreshing our minds on the Nigerian Civil War. They have made us see that no 
matter the situation of things in life, war should never be chosen as a way out because it would only lead 
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to doom and its effects would live for generations to come. Also, we see that tribalism, terrorism, 
oppression and devaluation of any sect or individual are the very cause of strife and war. Social vices like 
rape, cultism, destruction of lives and properties, breakdown of law and order as well as corrupt and life 
threatening political practices should be avoided as all these are pointers to war. 
The use and destruction of schools as training depots, relief centers and refugee camps is one of the most 
common tragedies of the war. In their graphic depiction of the bombing of schools and innocent civilians 
in Biafra, both authors have implied that the Nigerian army was not just interested in winning the war but 
in entirely wiping out the Igbo tribe. They strategically employ the mimetic and expressive theories in 
both texts to underline the perpetration of genocide by Nigerians. Essentially, Ecocritical and Ecofeminist 
theories have been effectively applied to the interpretation of both novels. 
From this study, it is clear that nothing can be viable enough for any country to take war as an escape 
route out of conflict. Economic, social and tribal conflicts are part of human life and will always confront 
people of different ethnic affiliations who live in the same environment. The only way out of conflict is 
dialogue and a constant resolve not to engage in war, considering its lasting effects on our present society 
and generations unborn. Those advocating disintegration through hate speeches and formation of small 
terrorist groups like the Arewa Youth, Niger Delta militants, must put an end to such. Also, politicians 
should drop their lack of empathy for the masses, their poor leadership styles like tribalism, favoritism, 
looting, assassination and all similar attitudes for national peace and development to be attained. All 
forms of lawlessness and immunity to punishment for crimes committed by office holders must also be 
put aside for growth and development to be achieved. There should be even distribution of national 
benefits to avoid the feeling of being cheated or deprived of anything. 
War should therefore, be completely erased from the hearts of Nigerians and let the strong need for peace, 
love, and oneness be injected into the hearts of young Nigerians who are our future. Whatever may be a 
strong tool for passing on this lifestyle should be included in the curriculum of our schools. But, the 
“foundation”remains the home. 
It is also recommended that present Nigerians should learn from the sad lessons of the Nigerian Civil 
War. This has necessitated the recourse to Just War Theory. 
This work will serve as a worthy reference for researchers on the Nigerian Civil War because of its robust 
literature review and thorough analysis of the war novels based on the robust theoretical framework 
researches. Although many have written on the Nigerian Civil War, no study has linked the war with 
ecocriticism and ecofeminism. It has also pointed out that the present day global warming-excessive heat 
and climate change-experienced is as a result of the destruction of our environment through the use of 
lethal weapons and air raids during the war. 
This work has further delved into the mimetic and the expressive theories with regard to war. It exposes 
the relationship between literature and true life experiences; laying emphasis on the preservation of our 
environment by searching for healthy, equitable and sustainable ways of inhabiting our environment.  
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