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ABSTRACT  

The United Nations set out 10
th
 of December to recognize and celebrate human rights globally. On the 

other hand, Nigeria has maintained a consistent history of human rights abuses in its chequered 

constitutional development. As the world celebrates yet another year for human rights, the recent 

events in Nigeria have again raised concerns for the future of human rights in Nigeria.  This research 

paper takes an overview of the observance and protection of human rights in Nigeria from inception 

to date. The research assessed the successive governments, inclusive of military regimes performance 

on human rights and concluded that the nation is yet to extricate itself from the shackles of perennial 

human rights abuse. The research will proffer recommendations on the improvement of respect for 

human rights in Nigeria.   
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INTRODUCTION  

On December 10, 2020, the global community would commemorate the United Nations General 

Assembly‟s adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. On this auspicious event, the 

world would take stock on human rights progress with the 2020 theme - ‘Recover Better - Stand Up 

for Human Rights’. This year theme reflects the present reality of a world badly struck by COVID-19 

pandemic and advocates that human rights must remain an integral part of the rebuilding, recovery and 

restoration of the world. 

This 70
th
 anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

1
and the prevalence of incidences of 

human rights abuse have brought to the front burner the need for an appraisal of human rights in Nigeria 

from inception to date. The UDHR, which is being celebrated, elaborated the rights mentioned in 

the United Nations Charter and considered as an authoritative interpretation and definition of 

human rights.   It represented a milestone in human rights struggle and a common statement of 

goals and aspirations – a vision of the world as the international community would want it to 

become
2
 a document inspiring human rights instruments internationally and regionally.

3
 The 

UDHR thus became a reference document and yardstick for development of human rights at regional  

and national levels.
4
 Commenting on the UDHR, Donnelly stated that it is “…regarded as the bedrock 

for the development of other international human rights norms since UDHR is the principle of 

equality and non-discrimination which basically reiterates the equal worth of human person and equal 

________________________ 
*T.A.M Damiari Esq is a legal practitioner based in Lagos, Nigeria and can be reached via his email addresses  – 

michaeldamiari999@gmail.com , temple.damiari@nigerianbar.ng  and phone number: +2348037066031.  
1 It is undisputedly the founding document of international human rights and paved way for the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights (1966), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), and numerous 

other treaties and conventions. Today many understand the UDHR – or more specifically, numbers of its provisions - to have 

gained formal legal force by becoming a part of customary international law. See Alston P and Goodman R, International 

Human Rights the Successor to International Human Rights in Context, (oxford university press, UK: 2013), p144.  
2 See 50th Anniversary of the UDHR, Press Release, UN document No. DPI/1937/A-97-33083 of February 1998, UN 

Department of Public Information.    
3 See Elias T.O, New Horrizons in International law (Sijthoff & Noordhoff International Publishers: Netherlands, 1979), 

162.  
4
 C.A.J Chinwo, Principles and Practice of Constitutional Law in Nigeria, Vol. 2 (2007), 102. Whilst the Declaration was 

directed towards states, it established correlative human rights for individuals, reflecting five underlying principles: the equal 

status of all human persons; the need for protection of the physical and psychological integrity of the individual; the right to 

personhood or meaningful agency; the requirement for full participation in the political, economic, social, and cultural, etc 

life of the community; and the right to minimum welfare. See Steven Wheatley, The Idea of International Human Rights 

Law (Oxford University Press, UK:2019), pp 77 and 175 
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rights of men and women.”
5
 

Human rights were not alien to the traditional African society. In Nigeria, the history of human rights dates 

to the traditional societies though not in the modern notion of human rights. The practices of the indigenous 

people had respect for certain norms and values which guaranteed some rights. With the advent of 

colonialism, the importation of the British culture and values became inevitable. During the pre-

independence era, the world witnessed two wars, which led to the global community formation of the 

United Nations and the subsequent adoption of the United Nations Charter and the UDHR in 1945 and 1948 

respectively.  The principles in these documents would later reflect on the national and regional legislative 

frameworks, including that of Nigeria.
6
 

During the years of constitutional developments, human rights violation persisted and remained glaring to 

date. The actions of the state and non-state actors during these periods ranged from unlawful detentions, 

torture, gagging of the press, to killings.  

This paper seizes the occasion of the 2020 Human Rights Day celebration to take an overview of human 

rights journey in Nigeria so far. The paper is divided into eight parts. Following this opening section, part 

one looks at a historic perspective on human rights in the traditional society. Here, the researcher argued 

that the indigenous people had a somewhat observance of human rights different from the modern 

notion.  In the second part, special attention was paid to the human rights history in the first republic. 

Part three looked at the human rights record in the first military intervention in the civic space.  Part 

four examined violations of rights in the second republic and the subsequent military incursions in the 

era. Part five dwelled on an appraisal of human rights in the fourth republic. Part six gave a summary 

of human rights of the nation. Part seven is a conclusion with a clarion call to the Federal Government 

to change the battered image of the country by institutionalizing observance of human rights while 

part eight offers suggestions for improvement in human rights record.  

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN NIGERIA  

The history of human rights in Nigeria can be commenced from examining the position that existed in 

the traditional societies prior to the colonial rule, the colonial era, pre independence and independence 

era, the military incursions and our present reality. 

Part 1 - Human Rights under the Traditional Nigerian Societies  

Prior to the invasion of the traditional societies by the British, there were several notable kingdoms 

and empires such as the Benin Empire and the Borno Empire in the north and west, and the 

Igbo kingdom of Onitsha in the southeast and various Hausa-Fulani kingdoms. There were also kings 

and warlords such as King Jaja of Opobo and Nana of Itsekiri, amongst others, who, put up stiff 

resistance against the British invasion of their kingdoms and territories.  

In most of these traditional societies, their beliefs and ideas were interwoven with their institutions 

and practices, engendering a spirit of respect for laws and culture within the scope of their application. 

For instance, human life was held sacred and there was conscious recognition of the rights to a fair 

hearing, freedom of expression, association, and in some cases, religious liberty. The traditional 

societies set out, albeit terminologically different from the modern notion of human rights, some 

mechanisms for the protection of the human person against institutional or other abuses. These range 

from norms or principles on acceptable interpersonal conduct through the relationship of the 

individual to the larger group and vice versa.
7 
In Dankwa v Dankwa

8
 it was stated that long before the 

advent of colonialism, Africans had a notion of human rights.   

_____________________ 
5
 Donnelly, International Human Rights (Colorado: West View Press 2nd Edition 1998) p.34 cited in Karibi-Whyte R.A, 

Reproductive Rights as Human Rights: African Feminism Perspective, p3  available online at 

https://www.academia.edu/10281366/Reproductive_Rights_as_Human_Rights_African_Feminism_Perspective, last 

assessed December 3, 2020. 
6
 Odibei F.F, Cases and Materials on Human Rights Law (Pearl Publishers, Port Harcourt: 2011), p3. 

7Ejidike O.M, “Human Rights in the Cultural Traditions and Social Practice of the Igbo of South Eastern Nigeria”, (1999) 

Vol. 43 (1), Journal of African Law, p. 72, online at  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/3085561?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents, last assessed December 3,2020.  
8 See “The African Charter on Human and Peoples‟ Rights: Hopes and Fears in Human Rights Developments in Africa, 

Welch & Meltzer, (eds) (1984) p3” cited in Dada J.A “Human Rights Protection in Nigeria: The Past, Present and Goals for 

Role Actors for the Future”, in Journal of Law, Policy and Globalization, (2013) Vol. 14, p13 and cited in Agbedo F., 

Human Rights Litigation in Nigeria: Law, Practice and Procedure, (Unilag Press Ltd, Lagos: 2016), p10.  
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Nigeria was colonized by the British in 1884. Lagos was subsequently invaded by British forces in 

1851 and formally annexed in 1865. Nigeria became a British protectorate in 1901. In 1914, Southern 

Nigeria was joined with Northern Nigeria Protectorate to form the single colony of Nigeria.  

 

Human rights during Pre - Independence, Independence and Post- Independence 1884 – 1960 

After the Berlin conference of 1884 and the subsequent colonialization of Nigeria as stated above, the 

British occupied and administered Nigeria as a colony. Nigeria and other West African territories 

were dominated as mere colonial goods for commercial gains.
9
  The Colonialist overwhelmed the 

local apparatuses and gradually overawed the local people with the indirect rule policy. What 

followed was the edging of the indigenous people of their natural resources
10

 whilst portraying 

western culture and concepts as the standard for mankind. The British, however, desired to expand 

their political and commercial influence in the region. This expansionism sowed the seeds of division 

and conflict in Nigeria by bringing together people from different regions and from different religious 

and ethnic affiliations, under one political umbrella.
11

 

The British government did not incorporate bill of rights in the various constitutions used to 

administer Nigeria during the colonial era despite the existence of Magna Carta of 1215, the Petition 

of Rights of 1628 and the Bill of Rights of 1689 in Great Britain during the period.
12

 This was a 

deliberate strategy to deprive the indigenous people the opportunity of invoking such bill of rights 

against the actions of officials of the Crown. The consequence was that the systematic abuse of human 

rights perpetuated by officials of His Majesty and private individuals, was without remedy. Thus, 

Human rights abuse in Nigeria was institutionalised by the British colonialist. It must be pointed out 

that the mere fact that the incidences of gross abuse of fundamental rights during the colonial era was 

less compared to the military era (as would be discussed latter in this work), does not exonerate the 

colonialists neither does it trivialize the violations committed in that era.  

Whilst the indigenous people in Nigeria were battling with and adjusting to the occupation by the 

British and the attendant rights abuses, the global community witnessed the outbreak of the First 

World War from July 28, 1914 - November 11, 1918. The Treaty of Versailles which was signed in 

June 1919 at the Palace of Versailles in Paris at the end of World War I codified peace terms between 

the victorious Allies and Germany. It sought to promote international cooperation and to achieve 

peace and security. It was conceived to resolve disputes between countries before they erupt into open 

warfare. The League however, ceased its activities after failing to prevent the Second World War. The 

war was caused by the aggressive will and the quest of the Adolf Hitler to conquer Europe and 

subsequently dominate the world.  The period between the World wars witnessed all forms of 

bestiality and injustice by Man against Man.  

 
 

__________________________________ 

African societies developed intricate principles and rules that governed the rights and duties of their members. See Bantekas 

.I. & Oette L, International Human Rights Law and Practice,3rd Ed, ( Cambridge University  Press, UK: 2020) p 124. See M. 

Mutua, Human Rights: A Political and Cultural Critique (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2002) 71–93, and the work of F. 

M. Deng on the Dinka, a good overview of which can be found in W. Twining, General Jurisprudence: Understanding Law 

from a Global Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2009) 378–93. See also Freeman M, „Universalism of Human 

Rights and Cultural Relativism‟, “Routledge Handbook of International Human Rights Law”, Scott Sheeran and Sir Nigel 

Rodley (eds), (Routledge, New York: 2013), p61.  
9 Oke Y, The Nigerian Energy Resources Law and Practice, (Princetown & Associates, Lagos: 2019), p4  
10 See generally Battiste M & Handerson J.Y, Protecting Indigenous Knowledge: A Global Challenge, (Purich Publishing, 

Saskatoon: 2000), p13.  
11 Jauhary A., "Colonial and Post-Colonial Human Rights Violations in Nigeria", (2011) Vol. 1 (5), International Journal of 

Humanities and Social Science, p53 online at http://digitalcommons.sacredheart.edu/gov_fac/5, last accessed December 3, 

2020.  An-Na‟im A.A in his work, „The interdisciplinarity of human rights‟ in “ The Cambridge Companion to Human 

Rights Law” (Gearty C. and Douzinas  C. ed), ( Cambridge University Press, New York, : 2012), p105,  stated that “… the 

methods for implementing human rights are also conditioned by culture, religion and tradition of the people who hold the 

right. This is probably why any attempt at „transplanting‟ the legal institutions of developed states into traditional cultures, 

often without any knowledge of existing cultural norms and mores, inevitably fails. 
12 Falana F., Fundamental Rights Enforcement in Nigeria, 2nd Ed, (Legaltext Publishing Company Limited, Lagos: 2010), 

p2. It must be pointed out that among the reports from Sir Henry Willinks Commission of Enquiry of 1957, was the 

inclusion of Bill of Rights inter alia in the in the 1960 Constitution to safeguard the interests of the minority. The inclusion 

of the bill or right was not borne out of the concern for the rights of the minority but for economic interest of the British.  
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After the Second World War left behind rubbles and corpses, world leaders came together to sign the 

United Nations charter on June 26, 1945, setting the pace for the formation of the world body, United 

Nations on October 24, 1945. On December 10, 1948, the United Nations adopted the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  

Notwithstanding the adoption of the UDHR by the United Nations, it was not until independence that 

a bill of rights was included by the British in the Constitution of Nigeria.  The bill of rights was 

included in the Independence Constitution and was largely borrowed from the European Convention 

on Human Rights as well as Constitutions of Pakistan and Malaysia.
13

 

The subsequent 1963 Constitution retained the Bill of rights of the previous constitution.  The 

inclusion of the bill of rights in the 1960 and 1963 Constitutions by the British was accentuated by the 

need to protect their foreign nationals and economic interest in the newly independent Nigeria,
14

 a feat 

that smacks of sheer hypocrisy.  

It was believed by the nationalists that constitutional democracy
15

 and representative government, 

would somewhat have a magic wand effect to correct the decades of rights abuse and ills of her 

Majesty‟s administration for an economic transformation of the new nation. How this sheer illusion 

would later collapse barely two years in the new leadership is still best imagined.  

A common, but permanent thread that ran through the successive civilian and military governments to 

the present fourth republic, were their penchant for breaches of human rights. A summary of human 

rights violations under these governments will be mentioned hereunder.   

 

1960 - 1963 Era 

It was expected that the start-up after independence was going to be challenging, but what many did 

not fathom was that there was going to be a continuation of the institutionalized violation of human 

rights.  Shortly after independence, the political class commenced the forceful expansion of their 

political prowess across the regions, leading to political crisis that parts of the new country, with 

attendant human rights concerns. There were intimidation of political opponents and the harassment 

of the press and the judiciary. As reminiscent of her colonial masters, the new leadership deployed 

coercive and repressive Legislations to sustain political control. Laws like the Emergency Powers 

(General) Regulations, the Emergency Powers (Requisition) Regulations and the Emergency Powers 

(Protected Places) Regulations of 1962, justified arrests and detention of persons considered as threat. 

Most of the draconian laws of the British colonialists that limited individual rights, liberties as well as 

those that expropriated natural resources of the indigenous people without consultation nor 

compensation, were retained.
16

 The independence sadly failed to meet the aspirations of the people for 

fundamental rights and civil liberties.  

 

Part 2- Human Rights during the First Republic 1963 – 1966 

In this era, it was hoped that the nation would correct the pitfalls experienced at the inception. The 

legislature retained the bill of rights in the 1963 Constitution, notwithstanding, this did not translate to 

the observance of the sacrosanct provisions of fundamental rights by the ruling class.  

The Political class, rather than take a conscious effort to bridge the division created by the former 

slave master which was already deepened at the inception adopted the same strategy of abuse of 

minority rights and deprivation of fundamental freedoms by colonialists.  These unattended rights 

abuses, wanton disregard for rights, recklessness and wide scale corruption further increased the 

growing infighting amongst the various groups gunning for political control, thereby setting the pace 

for the first military intervention.  

 

______________________ 
13 Ibid, p 5 
14 Ibid,  pp 4-5.  
15 Our present democracy appears to be trapped in somewhat vicious circle of exclusion and elitism. The underprivileged 

sections of the Nigerian population are glaringly excluded from actively participating in democratic politics, the result is that 

their aspirations, yearnings and priorities are not in any way reflected in public policy. This elitist approach breeds exclusion, 

apathy, poverty, hunger, illiteracy, discrimination, etc. 
16The Official Secret Act of 1962 and the Sedition Offences Act, which were used to suppress opposition were retained. 
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Part 3 - Human Rights during Military intervention  

General J.T.U Aguyi Ironsi Regime 

On January 15, 1966, some young officers led by Major Chukwuma Nzeogwu carried a revolutionary 

coup in their avowed claim to cleanse the country of the plaguing ills of nepotism, corruption, election 

malpractices, victimization of opponents, suppression of press freedom, fundamental rights etc. The 

coup led to the emergence of Major General J.T.U Aguiyi Ironsi as the military dictator. Decree no. 1 

of 1966
17

 was used to suspend the application of Chapter III of the then Constitution. There were 

unlawful arrests and detention. By virtue of this provision, several State Security (Detention of 

Persons) Decrees were issued and so many persons numbering about 58 were detained under the 

various Decrees in 1966. The government, which prides to be a „corrective government‟ was to roll 

out and implement the system to correct the continuous breaches of violation when the counter coup 

of July 1966 toppled the regime.  

 

Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon Regime  

The July coup led to the emergence of Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon as the Head of the Federal Military 

Government. The regime did nothing to protect human rights but rather thrived in illegal detentions, 

enforced disappearance, and suppression of dissents.   It will be recalled that the colonialists for ease 

of governance, repression of the fundamental rights of the people and maximum exploitation of the 

people, used indirect rule with distinct developmental policies across the country. The seed long sown 

was now fully grown, with the resultant effect of socio-political and economic crises snowballing into 

political unrest and subsequently to a civil war.  

The lack of purpose and what would appear a Northern revengeful coup soon manifested into chaos, 

violence, raping, senseless lootings, killings by state and non-state actors. In July 1967, Nigeria went 

into a civil war which was fought between the Gowon led government and the secessionist state of 

Biafra led by late Lt. Colonel Odumegwu Ojukwu. The scope of this paper would not permit a 

detailed discussion on the war and the atrocities committed therein. Suffice it to state here that during 

and even immediately after the civil war, there were gross violations of human rights,
18

inclusive of 

the massacre of thousands of unarmed persons and vulnerable groups.  

 

General Murtala Mohammed Regime 

General Gowon was reported to have reneged on returning power to the civilians on the basis that the 

politicians were yet to learn from the past. His government was toppled in a bloodless coup on July 

29, 1975 and General Murtala Mohammed emerged as the Military Head. The regime of Gen. 

Mohammed detained almost all the government office holders of Gowon‟s government. He 

introduced a system to sanitize the public service and set out timetable for transition to civil rule. He 

was killed barely after 7 months into his regime in an abortive coup of February 13, 1976. Gen. 

Olusegun Obasanjo, his deputy, succeeded him and handed over power to civilians on October 1, 

1979.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________ 
17The Supreme Court considered the validity of Decree No. I of 1966 in the case of Adamolekun v. The Council of the 

University of Ibadan (1967), 8 Nigerian Bar Journal, where it was held that section 6 of Decree No. 1 merely barred the 

courts from questioning the validity of the making of a Decree or an Edict on the ground that there is no valid legislative 

authority to make one, but that the courts could enquire into any conflict or inconsistency that may arise between a Decree 

and an Edict. 
18 Though the regime ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

(CERD) on October 16, 1967, it never reflected in their response to unarmed vulnerable groups.   
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Part 4- Human Rights during Second Republic – 1979 – 1983 

Alhaji Shehu Shagari having emerged the winner of the Presidential election was declared the 

President. On return to power, the politicians were yet to learn from the mistakes of the past and 

inculcate respect for rights and observance of rule of law.
19

 There was massive corruption and self-

enrichment during this period. Though the 1979 Constitution retained the bill of rights and a 

Fundamental Rights Enforcement Rules was made by the Chief Justice of Nigeria pursuant to the 

powers conferred upon the office by the Constitution, the government took no effort to ensure 

observance of human rights by the security operatives. The domestication of the   African Charter on 

Human and Peoples Rights during this period did not reduce human rights abuse.  

 

Major-General Muhammadu Buhari Regime  

The Military staged another comeback to overthrow Shagari in a military coup on December 31, 

1983.  The regime introduced the controversial War Against Indiscipline (WAI) that had defaulters 

whipped and dehumanized by soldiers in broad daylight.  The Buhari regime
20

 was notorious for its 

track record in violation of human rights. The regime enactment of Decree no. 1 of 1984 suspended 

the definition of emergency contained in section 41 of the then Constitution. Several provisions of the 

Constitution such as the protection of personal liberty, rights of detained persons, period within which 

to inform arrested or detained persons the reason for arrest, compensation and public apology for 

unlawful detention were repealed. There was the modification of the right to form political parties and 

the right against expropriation of property. Another Decree No. 2 of 1984
21

 was promulgated 

subjecting all detentions under review of the Chief of Staff. There were also retrospective Decrees, 

detention of persons without trial, suppression of press freedom,
22 

torture and extra judicial 

executions. There were other obnoxious decrees
23

 by this regime with implications on human rights.   

General Ibrahim Babangida (IBB) Regime 

IBB overthrew General Buhari on August 27, 1985. The regime had a poor human rights record. IBB 

retained most of the draconian Decrees promulgated by the Gen. Buhari regime. According to Prof 

Ogbu O.N “the deceptive appearance of the Babangida regime as a respecter of rights only lasted but 

for a short while. In the course of time in the life of the regime, the true picture began to emerge.”
24

 

There were several incidences of violations of rights such as unlawful arrest and detentions by the 

Police, torture, harassment, suppression of press freedom and dissents, violation of freedom of 

association of civil servants. It was in this era that the Police killed scores of villagers at Umuchem, 

Etche, Rivers State. There was also the „Oko-Oba‟ massacre that was widely condemned. Though 

Nigeria ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights without their Optional protocols, the covenants 

till date have not been domesticated.  

IBB regime was infamous for the annulment of the June 12 election that denied the people their 

elected winner of the Presidential election, in the person of M.K.O Abiola.  With mounting pressure 

to handover to a democratically elected government, Babangida resigned and appointed Chief Ernest 

Shonekan as interim president on 26 August 1993.  

 After the annulment of the 1993 Nigerian election which aborted the Third Republic, the Interim 

National Government (August 1993 to November 1993) led by Ernest Shonekan did not improve the 

human rights record of the country from the IBB government as it was deliberately made weak and 

subject to the control of the military coupled with the fact that it was brief.  

 

 
_______________________________ 

20 Despite ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) on 

April 23, 1984, the regime had no respect for the rights of women.  
21 During this period, in the case of Wang Chin-Yoo v Chief of Staff Supreme Headquarters (1986) LRC (Constl) 319, 

where the validity of decree was considered, the it was held that courts of law must blow muted trumpets.  
22 Decree No. 4 of 1984. By this Decree, Tunde Thompson and Nduka Irabor, were sentenced to one-year imprisonment and 

the Newspaper was ordered to pay fine.  
23 Exchange Control (Anti-Sabotage, Federal Military Government (Supremacy and Enforcement of Powers) Decree No. 30 

of 1984, Recovery of Public Property Decree No. 7 of 1984, (Special Military Tribunals) (Amendment) Decree, Special 

Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree No. 20 of 1984, popular Decree no. 21 of 1984.  
19 Nwabueze B.O, Nigeria‟s Presidential Constitution 1979-83: The Second Experiment in Constitutional Democracy 

(Longman, London: 1985), p319.  
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General Sani Abacha Regime    

On November 17, 1993, Abacha forced Shonekan to hand over to him. The human rights record of 

this regime aside being unprecedented, was equally abysmal. He retained all the draconian decrees of 

General Buhari and General Babangida. His regime crushed human rights with brute force. He had 

record of extra judicial killings such as the killing of Ogoni 9 (inclusive of the Environmental Rights 

Activist, Ken Saro Wiwa), assassination of oppositions, dissents, and enforced disappearance. In his 

time, many opposition groups and individuals went into exile. There were unlawful arrests, arrests of 

journalists, torture of detainees, and violation of right to freedom of association and assembly. The list 

of Abacha‟s human rights violations is innumerable.  

Abacha died in June 1998 and was succeeded by General Abdulsalami Abubakar.  The period from 

July 1998 – May 1999 was occupied with the transition and elections. Gen. Abdusalmi subsequently 

transferred power back to civilians in 1999. The role played by right activists and Civil Liberty 

Organizations to put the government on its toes during the transition period, is highly commendable.  

 

Part 5- Human Rights during the Fourth Republic - 1999 to date 

Olusegun Obasanjo tenure (1999 - 2007) 

The 1999 Constitution in chapter 4 set out provisions for fundamental rights. Olusegun Obasanjo 

having been declared winner of the Presidential election, was sworn in as the President of Nigeria. He 

was President from 1999-2003.  Obasanjo‟s human rights record did not meet the yearnings of the 

people, who were barely recovering from the horrors of the Abacha regime.  In Obasanjo‟s tenure, the 

security forces were used as instruments of brutality against opposition. He used the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) against perceived political opponents. There were unlawful 

arrests and detention. Obasanjo deployed the Nigerian Army to Odi community, where the Army 

massacred the villagers Inclusive of women and children.  

In the famous Odi case,
25

 the court held that: 

The destruction of Odi was comprehensive and complete. So complete was 

the destruction that crops were razed, yams burnt, garri processing plants 

willfully wrecked canoes set ablaze and every house built burnt down except 

one church building. No aspect of the community existence was spared. I saw 

in those exhibits, flagrant disregard for human rights and due process of law 

as exemplified by the massacre of Odi people in an unimaginable 

proportion.
26

  

I am therefore, satisfied from the avalanche of evidence before me that the 

respondents unjustifiably and wantonly entered Odi killed the innocent and 

unarmed thousands of Odi people thereby violating their fundamental rights 

to life in such a brute, sudden, premature, ill-motivated, outrageous, 

tyrannical and callous manner. It batters the image of Nigeria in the 

Committee of Nation and exposes the country to the rest of the world as 

primitive.
27

   

Similar strategy was used by Obasanjo in the earlier Zaki-Biam Massacre.
28

It is interesting to note 

that the community equally obtained court judgment against the Federal Government for the wanton 

destruction of lives and property of the community.  

 

Umaru Musa Yar'Adua tenure (2007 - 2010) 

After being declared winner of the Presidential election, an election characterized by massive fraud 

and serious irregularities, including vote rigging and political violence, Umaru Musa Yar'Adua was 

sworn in as the President in 2007. Yar‟Adua was honest about the irregularities in his election and 

promised to carry out major reforms to entrench rule of law, election reforms, and a government of 

 

________________ 
 24Prof Ogbu O.N, Human Rights Law and Practice in Nigeria, 2nd ed, Vol.1, (Snaap Press Ltd., Enugu: 1999), p478. 
25

Suit No. FHC/PH/CP/11/2000 - Sir Koloindi Aniso & Ors v President (unreported) delivered at the Federal High Court, 

Port Harcourt division on February 19, 2013, per Hon Justice Akanbi.  
26

 Ibid p61, para 2.  
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national unity. There was a review of the Fundamental Rights (Enforcement Procedure) Rules by the 

Chief Justice of Nigeria in 2009. His time in the Presidency was shortened by reason of his prolonged 

absence due to ill health. During his long absence, there was a power vacuum and a cabal exploited 

the impasse till his death on the May 5, 2010. His Vice President, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, was 

subsequently sworn as Acting President.  

 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan (2010 - 2015)  

Goodluck after completing the remainder of Yar‟ Adua‟s term, contested and won the 2011 

Presidential election and was sworn in as the President. Though, he set up a National Conference to 

address topical national issues, there was no improvement in human rights assessment of the country 

in his tenure.  On May 29, 2011, few hours after his swearing in, many were killed and injured. 

Insecurity characterized his tenure especially in the Northern region, where Boko Haram terrorized 

the local populace. The sect in his tenure grossly violated the rights of Nigerians. They tortured, 

maimed, abducted, kidnapped and killed even children and women. The climax was when the terrorist 

group, Boko Haram, kidnaped/abducted several schoolgirls from Chibok, Borno State. The security 

operatives, especially the Nigerian Army, State Security Service (SSS) and the Police Special Anti-

Robbery Squad (SARS) carried out unlawful arrests, tortured, and meted out inhuman or degrading 

treatment on prisoners, detainees, and criminal suspects. There were constant clashes between 

farmers and Fulani herdsmen in the Northern region, resulting in bloodbath, raping of women, and 

forceful occupation of farmlands. Goodluck signed the Same Sex Marriage Prohibition Act, a decision 

that was widely celebrated by majority of the Nigerian populace but condemned by the West and 

International human rights organizations.  

 

Muhammadu Buhari (2015 - to date) 
Muhammadu Buhari defeated Goodluck in the 2015 Presidential election and was subsequently sworn 

in as the President. Buhari is the current President of Nigeria. Despite the assurances that his tenure 

was to correct the perennial ills that have plagued the nation, his tenure, as at date, is notorious for 

gross violation of human rights. The Boko Haram sect, claimed by the Government to have been 

technically defeated,
29

 has grossly violated the rights of Nigerians. The Sect has consistently attacked, 

abducted, raped and killed many in some parts of the Northern region. There have been constant 

farmers and Fulani herders‟ crises with attendant human rights concerns.  The Federal Government 

use the security operatives, Army, SSS, EFCC, SARS to intimidate, harass, and detain journalists, 

activists, dissidents and political opponents of the ruling party.  There were extra judicial killings of 

members of Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) and the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), 

attracting international condemnation.  The government flagrantly disobeyed court orders ordering the 

release of detained persons such as the refusal to release Nnamdi Kanu, Sheikh Zakzaky
30

 and a 

former National Security Adviser, Col. Sambo Dasuki. Though others were released, Sheikh Zakzaky 

is still detained.  

After the outbreak of Corona virus in China in December 2019 and the subsequent spread to Nigeria 

in February 2020, on March 29, 2020, the President signed COVID-19 Regulation, 2020 pursuant to 

the powers conferred on him by the Quarantine Act. The Regulation inter alia sought to restrict the 

movement of persons and goods in Federal Capital Territory, Lagos and Ogun States for an initial 

period of 14 days. Subsequent extensions were announced. The Regulation exempted essential service 

________________ 
27

 Ibid p56, para 2. 
28

 Also known as The Zaki-Biam Invasion or Operation No Living Thing.  
29 See Thisday Newspaper report, available online at https://punchng.com/boko-haram-technically-defeated-buhari-

insists/?amp=, 1, last assessed December 3, 2020. 
30 On December 8, 2020, the United States added Nigeria to religious freedom blacklist.1 If there were any gain on human 

rights from the past, the present government has eroded that remnant. such designations by US are usually for countries with 

clear case of violations of religious freedom. See also the Voice of America news, available online at 

https://www.voanews.com/africa/us-adds-nigeria-religious-freedom-blacklist, last assessed December 8, 2020. 
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providers from its applicability. Similar restrictions were made by various State governments. While 

the research will not delve into the propriety of the Regulation and manner of its making vis-a-vis 

extant provisions of the Constitution in emergency situations, it suffices to state that, what was 

witnessed after the Regulation is akin to a total suspension of the Constitution.  

The Nigerian security operatives armed with the Regulation from the President and the respective 

states, threw caution to the wind in their excessive or disproportionate use of force and abuse of 

power in enforcing the lockdown. It was reported that about 18 persons died because of these 

unlawful acts. Aside the extra-judicial killings, there were also violation of right to freedom of 

movement, unlawful arrest and detention, seizure/confiscation of properties, sexual and gender-based 

violence (SGBV), discrimination, torture, inhumane and degrading treatment and extortion.
31

 

The rising human rights violation in Buhari‟s tenure became more evident the period after the 

lockdown was eased. The Police (SARS) Brutality
32

 continued unabated, causing the youths to lead a 

protest tagged #EndSARS basically calling for the disbandment of SARS officials, investigation into 

their activities, prosecution of officers found liable, compensation for victims, police reform and pay 

rise. At the climax of the protest, the Military was reported to have shot at the protesters at the Lekki 

Tollgate, Lagos, injuring and killing many. The action drew International condemnation.  The 

spontaneous response to the tollgate shooting couple with the failure of intelligence gathering and 

security by the Police, led to the hijack of the peaceful protest by hoodlums, resulting in massive 

looting, destruction of property belonging to government and private persons. Scores of security 

operatives were killed. Presently, Panels have now been set up by most States of Nigeria to look into 

complaints of Police brutality and hearing have commenced before the respective Panels.
33

 There 

have been incidences of intimidation
34

, arrests, victimization, harassment and vindictive seizure of 

passport
35

 and freezing of bank accounts etc of persons considered to have led the EndSars protest.
36

 

The government seems unperturbed about the decades of brutality but eager to enforce an obnoxious 

law, Police Order Act, in stopping further peaceful protests. It is interesting to note that the court
37

 

have held that the said Act, which requires police clearance or permits for protests, is unconstitutional.  

 

 

_________________ 
31 National Human Rights Commission Press Release On Covid-19 Enforcement So Far Report On Incidents of Violation of 

Human Rights, available at https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/nhrc-media/press-release/100-national-human-rights-

commission-press-release-on-covid-19-enforcement-so-far-report-on-incidents-of-violation-of-human-rights.html, last 

accessed December 3, 2020.  
32 For a fuller appraisal of the Nigerian Police, see the work of Madubuike-Ekwe N.J and Obayemi O.K, „Assessment of the 

Role of the Nigerian Police Force in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Nigeria‟, in “Annual Survey of 

International and Comparative law”, (Vol 23) Issue 1, Article 3, 2019.    
33

 The Police initially filed to disband the panels but subsequently the Inspector General of Police stated the suit was not 

authorized and same was withdrawn. See Thisday Newspaper available online at 

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/12/04/police-withdraw-suit-against-endsars-probe-panels/, last assessed 

December 3, 2020.  
34

 The government is unrelenting in clamping down opposition. See Punch Newspaper, available online at  

https://punchng.com/nobody-can-stop-fg-from-probing-endsars-protesters-lai-mohammed/, last assessed December 3, 2020.   
35

 International passport of one Modupe Odele was seized by the SSS in what would appear victimization for her role in 

ENDSARS protest. See Vanguard report available online at https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/11/immigration-seized-my-

passport-stopped-me-from-travelling-endsars-advocate/, last assessed December 3, 2020. Her passport was later released to 

her.  
36

 Nigeria Cracks down on 'End Sars' protesters, Alleging Terrorism, available online at 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/13/nigeria-cracks-down-on-end-sars-protesters-alleging-terrorism, last 

assessed December 3, 2020. There is presently what would appear as a sponsored suit against persons believed to have 

sponsored the ENDSARS protests. See Thisday Newspaper report available online at 

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/11/15/endsars-court-orders-probe-of-sam-adeyemi-tuface-davido-others/, last 

assessed December 3, 2020. 
37

 Inspector General of Police v All Nigeria People‟s Party (2007) 18 NWLR (Pt 1066) 457. See also A.G., Federation v. 

Abubakar (2007) 10 NWLR (Pt. 1041) 1 at 92-93.   
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Part 6- SUMMARY OF NIGERIA RECENT HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD. 

The summary of Nigeria‟s human rights record is as follows: 

1. The Boko Haram sect has continued to launch attacks, abductions, rapes and killings in some 

parts of the Northern region. Since the insurgency started in 2009, the sect in addition to 

killing tens of thousands has also displaced millions of local dwellers. In 2020 alone, Boko 

Haram attacks have resulted in hundreds of deaths in the region. In the face of the constant 

violations of human rights by this dreaded sect, it would now appear that the Federal 

Government is helpless in arresting the situation. As at the time of this research, it was 

reported that about 40 rice farmers were killed by the sect. The Federal Government has 

blamed the victims for not obtaining clearance before proceeding to farm.  

The Nigerian authorities have hidden under the guise of fighting insurgency, to perpetuate 

extra judicial killing of detainees in addition to the continuous detention and torture of dozens 

of children alongside adults and other illegal detainees arrested in connection with the Boko 

Haram crises. 

There have also been unlawful killings of members of religious and cultural groups such as 

Ohaneze Ndi Ibo, Oodua Peoples‟ Congress, the Islamic Movement of Nigeria, the 

Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), Ijaw National Congress, Ijaw Youth council etc at 

different times couple with arbitrary arrest and prolonged detention of their leaders and 

members even in defiance of lawful court orders.  

In the Southern region, the Nigerian authorities, particularly, the recently disbanded Special 

Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), the State Security Service (SSS) and the Nigerian Army have 

continued to subject detainees to torture and other ill-treatment. 

There has been flagrant disregard by successive governments of court orders and judgments 

with regards to liberty of political prisoners, thereby, undermining the judicial system.  

2. In the years under review, violent clashes between farmers and herdsmen have remained a 

reoccurring event. Scores of human lives have been lost in the violence, farmlands and 

property, unlawfully taken over and till date, the Federal Government is yet to hold the 

perpetrators of these heinous crimes accountable.   

3. Just like the military era, the period in review generally witnessed a deliberate suppression of 

dissident voices by the state. Prior to the recent ENDSARS protest, the posture of the 

government on lawful assembly was never hidden. The security forces on most occasions 

banned lawful assembly, violently disrupted peaceful protests or gave tacit support to thugs or 

hoodlums to disrupt and beat-up peaceful protesters. In most situations, the security forces 

arrest and detain conveners and protesters even against valid and subsisting court orders. 

 

 

 

__________________ 
33

 The Police initially filed to disband the panels but subsequently the Inspector General of Police stated the suit was not 

authorized and same was withdrawn. See Thisday Newspaper available online at 

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/12/04/police-withdraw-suit-against-endsars-probe-panels/, last assessed 

December 3, 2020.  
34

 The government is unrelenting in clamping down opposition. See Punch Newspaper, available online at  

https://punchng.com/nobody-can-stop-fg-from-probing-endsars-protesters-lai-mohammed/, last assessed December 3, 2020.   
35

 International passport of one Modupe Odele was seized by the SSS in what would appear victimization for her role in 

ENDSARS protest. See Vanguard report available online at https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/11/immigration-seized-my-

passport-stopped-me-from-travelling-endsars-advocate/, last assessed December 3, 2020. Her passport was later released to 

her.  
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 Nigeria Cracks down on 'End Sars' protesters, Alleging Terrorism, available online at 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/13/nigeria-cracks-down-on-end-sars-protesters-alleging-terrorism, last 

assessed December 3, 2020. There is presently what would appear as a sponsored suit against persons believed to have 

sponsored the ENDSARS protests. See Thisday Newspaper report available online at 

https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/11/15/endsars-court-orders-probe-of-sam-adeyemi-tuface-davido-others/, last 
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 Inspector General of Police v All Nigeria People‟s Party (2007) 18 NWLR (Pt 1066) 457. See also A.G., Federation v. 

Abubakar (2007) 10 NWLR (Pt. 1041) 1 at 92-93.   
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4. There are still incidences of clamping down on press freedom.  Some Media houses were 

unlawfully occupied or fined. Journalists were whisked away in Gestapo style and in some 

cases, detainees were kept incommunicado. Presently, despite the existence of Cybercrime 

Act of 2015 and Terrorism (Prevention) (Amendment) Act of 2013 to create a balance in 

media reporting, the Nigerian senate appears to be bent on passing two laws, the Hate Speech 

(Prohibition) Bill 2019
38

  and the Anti-Social Media Bill
39

,  to completely shut down press 

freedom.  

5. The Legislature ratified some International Treaties, though most are yet to be domesticated. 

The enforcement of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights
40

 and Convention on 

the Rights of a Child, is still very poor. Despite passage of the Child Rights Act,
41

 violence 

against children persists. Children with disabilities continue to face discrimination and 

multiple barriers, notwithstanding Nigeria‟s legally binding obligation on the right to 

education. It is admitted that some laudable legislations with implications on human rights 

were passed during these periods, for instance Anti-Torture Act, Universal Basic Education 

Act, Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act (VAPP) and HIV/AIDS (Anti-

Discrimination) Act etc, however, the enforcement of these laws is still far from reality.  

6. From the colonial era to the periods of civilian dispensation and the military incursions, 

gender-based violence involving sexual harassment, physical violence, harmful traditional 

practices, emotional and psychological violence, socio-economic violence and violence 

against non-combatant women in conflict situation etc.  At the passage of the Violence VAPP 

Act
42

, it was believed that the gender-based violence would be a thing of the past but it has 

rather increased exponentially.  

7. The Boko Haram insurgency has forcefully displaced women and girls; disrupted their means 

of livelihood and education; separated them from families; used them as human shield, and 

exposed them to sexual violence and other kinds of abuse. The government authorities have 

also detained such women, including pregnant women, for many months without being 

convicted or charged with a crime.  The recent unlawful arrest of some women in Abuja on 

the suspicion of being sex workers and their subsequent prosecution for a non-existent 

offence of „wandering‟ is still much vivid.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________ 
38 Federal Republic of Nigeria National Assembly, "Bill Tracker" available at https://www.nassnig.org/documents/bill/10613 

December 4, 2020.   The bill, Independent National Commission for the Prohibition of Hate Speeches Bill HB. 246, is still at 

its 1st reading at the floor of the Senate. 
39 Federal Republic of Nigeria National Assembly, "Bill Tracker" available at 

https://www.nassnig.org/documents/bill/10965, last accessed December 4, 2020. The bill, Protection from Internet 

Falsehoods and Manipulation and Other Related Matters Bill 2019, SB. 132 is still at its 2nd reading at the floor of the 

Senate.  
40 S. 12 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended) allows the Legislature to domesticate 

International Treaties. See Abacha v Fawehinmi (2000)6 NWLR (Pt 660)228.  In Registered Trustees of the National 

Association of Community Health Practitioners of Nigeria v Medical Workers of Nigeria (2008) 2 NWLR (Pt 1072) 575 , 

the apex court held that a treaty must have the force of from the National Assembly to be valid and enforceable.  
41. Though Most States of Nigeria have domesticated this law, majority of the States from the Northern region are yet to 

domesticate the law.  
42 Despite the passage of the VAPP Act, there is still the prevalence of violence against women. The law criminalizes acts 

considered as harmful to and discriminatory against women. Though the Act is applicable in Abuja, only few states of 

Nigeria have domesticated it.  
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8. Nigeria still retains death penalty with so many people on death row. Some States of Nigeria 
43

have extended death penalty for kidnapping and cultism. 

9. The Federal and State governments have respectively enforced militarized and forced eviction 

of residents from Abuja, Lagos, Kaduna, Kano, Rivers States etc. During the covid-19 

lockdown in Rivers State, it was reported that the Governor ordered the demolition of a hotel 

for the alleged breach of covid-19 executive orders. Pronto, the hotel was completely levelled.  

The violation of people‟s right to housing without compensation has been more eminent in 

the 4
th
 republic than others. The United Nations Special Rapporteur (UNSR) on the Right to 

Adequate Housing noted as follows:  

…despite considerable economic growth, poverty is acute, inequality is 

increasing and housing conditions remain grossly inadequate for the millions 

of Nigerians who are excluded from the formal housing sector. As a result, 

informal settlements are growing, with inhabitants lacking the most basic 

services and facing forced evictions. Meanwhile, luxury developments 

remain vacant. The Special Rapporteur pays particular attention to the 

discrimination and criminalization of certain groups, including women, 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, persons with disabilities and 

persons living with HIV/AIDS. The Special Rapporteur calls for the cessation 

of forced evictions, an ambitious tax reform that will increase public revenue 

and tackle inequality, and the creation of a rights-based housing strategy that 

focuses on the most vulnerable groups of society.
44

 

 

10. The National Human Rights Commission is yet to fully exert its statutory authority as an 

independent institution saddled with the responsibility of promotion, protection and enforcement 

of human rights.  

From the above, it is clear that for about 60 years of independence and the application of the 

principles set out in the UDHR, Nigeria is yet to inculcate the ideals of the UDHR. There is need to 

wholly institutionalize human rights norms. The scorecard of Nigeria in human rights remains very 

poor. The Federal Government must rise to stem the tide of poor observance of rights and continuous 

abuse of rights by state and non- state actors.     

 

Part 7- CONCLUSION: AS NIGERIA REBUILDS WITH THE WORLD… 

The research assessed the human rights record of Nigeria from the colonial administration to the 

present government. The research reveals that Nigeria from the colonial era to the present 

dispensation is still bedeviled with poor human rights record. The military rule in Nigeria was 

glaringly seen as the worst violator of human rights.  

As Nigeria recovers and rebuilds with the rest of the world from the Covid-19 pandemic, concerted 

efforts must be made by the present government to rewrite our human rights scorecard and restore the 

battered image of this giant of Africa before the International community.  

 

Part 8- RECOMMENDATION   

The following recommendations are made:  

1. The Federal Government must as a matter of necessity show empathy to victims of rights 

abuses by ensuring the safety of Nigerians from Boko Haram attacks. The Government 

should find a lasting solution for herdsmen and farmers that will have a win-win effect.  

 

 

__________________ 
43Rivers State Secret Cult and Similar Activities (Prohibition) (Amendment) Law No.6 of 2019 and the Rivers State Kidnap 

(Prohibition) (Amendment) No.2 Law No.7 of 2019. 
44 United Nations Special Rapporteur (UNSR) on the Right to Adequate Housing in Nigeria, available online at 

https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/43/Add.1, last accessed December 3, 2020. 
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2. Security must be restored in Nigeria. The current service chiefs have shown glaring 

incompetence in handling the security issues of the Nation. It is now time to discharge the 

redundant Service Chiefs and bring in a new team with a marching order to restore security in 

days.   

3. The security operatives must be accountable and responsive. The government must clearly 

demonstrate the will power to discipline erring officers, who violated or in any way violated 

human rights.  

4. Security operatives must be trained on the tenets of rule of law and the fundamental rights.      

5. The ongoing review of the Fundamental Rights (Enforcement and Procedure) Rules, must be 

concluded to speed up human rights cases. It is suggested that a special provision for the 

enforcement of monetary judgments secured by victims should be included to enable ease in 

enforcement of money judgments against the authorities. 

On the other hand, the Police and other enforcement operatives can deter their officers from 

further encroachment on rights by extracting an undertaking that any money judgment against 

the security agency arising from unlawful action of an officer, would be deducted from the 

officer‟s salary and entitlements. 

6. The Legislature must desist from passage of laws that seek to restrict the fundamental rights 

and civil liberties guaranteed in the Constitution.  

7. Lack of political will to address issues of rights abuses. The Political leadership are always in 

a hurry to set up commissions of enquiry but not willing to implement its report.  It is 

doubtful whether the Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission of Nigeria, also 

known as the Oputa Panel set up by Olusegun Obasanjo on assumption of office to address 

human rights abuses did not achieved any purpose. The report of the commission was never 

acted upon.   Similarly, the Judicial Panels of Enquiries set up by various States of Nigeria on 

rights abuses did not see the light of the day and their reports where never implemented.  The 

report of the ongoing Panels on Police brutality must be made public and their report fully 

implemented with timelines.   

8. Majority of the Nigerian populace do not know their rights, government must create this 

awareness. Civil Liberties Organizations, Non-government Organizations and human rights 

activists should help in mass enlightenment campaign.  In the words of Shutter O. 

“International human rights can only be effective on the ground, where they really matter, if 

national courts, parliaments, and governments rely on them, and if civil society mobilizes in 

order to hold authorities accountable on that basis.”
45

 

9. The Judiciary, as the last hope of the common man, must continue to sustain the 

progressive
46

and expansive interpretation of provisions of the Constitution of rights, inclusive 

of chapters 2 of the Constitution (that was made non-justiciable by the provision of S. 6(6)c) 

of the Constitution), to ensure the continuous guarantee and protection of fundamental rights. 

There is an overlap between rights and the interdependence of all rights,
46

 in so much so that a 

failure to secure most of the rights for instance in chapter 2 may ultimately lead to a denial of 

the other civil and political rights in chapter 4. For instance, the right to adequate healthcare 

(a social/economic right) may result in a threat to life, which is a civil and political right. 

 

 

________________________ 
45Shutter O., International Human Rights Law, (Cambridge University Press, New York: 2010), 729. See also Schachter O., 

„The Obligation to Implement the Covenant in Domestic Law‟ in L. Henkin (ed.), The International Bill of Rights. The 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Columbia University Press, New York: 1981), p. 311 
46It is gratifying that a handful of cases from the judiciary have raised the hope of continuous judicial activism in this regard. 

See some cases where the rights contained in chapter 2 were recognized: Gbemre v Shell Petroleum Company of Nigeria 

(SPDC) & 2 Ors (unreported) Suit no. FHC/B/CS/53/05, delivered on November 14, 2005; Oronto Douglas v  SPDC (1996) 

2 NWLR (Pt 591) 466; Olafisoye v Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004) 4 NWLR (Pt 864) 580; A.G Ondo v AG Federation 

(2009) 6 NWLR (772) 222 at 382,383-385, Legal Defence and Assistance Project (lLEPAD) GTE & Ltd   v Federal 

Ministry of Education & Anor  (unreported) Suit no. SUIT NO.: FHC/ABJ/CS/978/15 delivered on March 15, 2017 per Hon 

Justice Tsoho;  SERAP v Federal Republic of Nigeria (unreported) ECW/CCJ/APP/08/08 and Registered Trustees of the 

Socio-Economic Rights & Accountability Project (SERAP) v Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN) & Universal Basic 

Education Commission Suit No. ECW/CCJ/APP/12/07, JUDGEMENT NO. ECW/CCJ/JUD/07/10 delivered at Abuja on 

03/11/2010.  
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