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ABSTRACT  
The COVID-19 pandemic, which is highly contagious, has presently caused thousands of deaths globally 

and forced children out of school. The disease, which started in Wuhan, a town with a population of about 

10-11 million in China has caused governments at all levels to lockdown activities and temporarily forced 

all businesses, public and private academic institutions across the globe to shut down. This action had 

created enormous gaps in the education system. This has caused teachers and students to be out of the 

classrooms since 23rd March, 2020 when the Nigerian government officially and indefinitely closed all 

private and public educational institutions to curtail the spread. Hence, this paper tried to explain to the 

layman some fundamental concepts, origin, and the consequent health implications of COVID-19. As 

well, it discussed the demerits and possible benefits derived from the emergency online platforms adopted 

by some schools. Further discussed are the possible consequences or problems of the abrupt closure of 

schools to students, teachers, and the public at large that could intensify some of the fractures in the 

existing Nigerian fragile education system. The challenges of the synchronous and asynchronous online 

learning platforms adopted during the COVID-19 Pandemic period in Nigeria were not left out. 

Additionally, suggestions for overcoming the envisaged problems created by the Corona virus pandemic 

were concisely discussed. The authors did not fail to make appropriate recommendations to reducing the 

spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, and improvements on online platforms in the future. 
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INTRODUCTION  
WHO (2020) described the Corona virus as an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered corona 

virus, and declared that people infected with the disease usually experience mild to moderate respiratory 

illness. It further opined that infected persons recover without requiring special treatment, but noted that 

“older people with underlying health conditions, such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, chronic 

respiratory disease, and cancer is more likely to develop severe sickness and deaths”.  

Nigeria, a nation that is already battling with the highest poverty level and also the highest number of out-

of-school children in the world (13.2 million), where 4 out of 5 persons aged 15-24 are unable to read a 

full sentence (SEED, 2020), has again been hit by Corona virus pandemic. Education, no doubt has been 

the foundation of the development of nations. Therefore, its sustenance has been the priority of any 

progressive nation. Owusu-fordjour, Koomson, and Hanson (2020) reported that for centuries, education 

worldwide has been hit with several challenges, which among others include changes in the school 

curriculum, closing down of educational institutions due to violent students or staff demonstration, 

disease outbreak of or instability in the governance of a nation. This may also be due to changes in 

curriculum, instructional materials, or the outbreak of certain diseases, which could lead to the closure of 

schools (Owusu-fordjour et al, 2020). 
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Onyema, Nwafor, Obafemi, Sen, Atonye, Sharma, and Alsayed (2020), while expressing the impact of 

the Corona virus have this to say: “The Corona virus pandemic has no boundaries, and the effect is large 

and fast. Just within few months of the outbreak of the disease, it has drastically changed the lifestyles of 

the entire world with billions of people being forced to „stay at home‟, „observe self isolations‟, and work 

and learn from home”. (P. 108). The scholars further observed that the impromptu closure of schools in 

more than 100 countries worldwide has leftover one billion learners out of school. Owusu-fordjour et al 

(2020) noticed that most schools have been closed globally in each of the affected countries due to the 

widespread of Corona virus pandemic; Lindzon (2020) as well noted that this has far-reaching economic 

and societal consequences, having kept millions of learners out of school. Osler (2019) stated thus: 

“Corona viruses are a large family of viruses commonly found in many different animal species, 

including camels, goats, cats, and bats”. There is no doubt that today, most of both adults and children are 

constantly discussing the Corona virus (Khaiwal and Mor, 2020). The name is said to have been derived 

from the Latin word “Coronam”, meaning crown. This is because it has a crown-like microscopic 

appearance (Mohan et al, 2020). Corona virus is a pandemic (a spreading outbreak on two or more 

continents (Osler, 2019) disease that is ravaging the entire world and disrupting all known human 

activities, which are now enforcing extraordinary travel restrictions and quarantines (Osler, 2019). 

Corona virus belongs to a family of viruses, which is highly contagious and transmits quickly through 

human contact (Mohan, 2020) and (Khaiwal and Mor, n.d) and targets human respiratory organs (Osler, 

2019). Corona virus is a zoonotic disease (the disease that begins in animals and is transmitted from 

animals to people) (Vergnaud, 2020). The disease has caused lots of problems globally; it has changed 

individuals‟ way of life, and disorganized activities of organizations, and governments at various levels.  

Raj (2020) observed that the Corona virus pandemic has caused a lockdown and temporarily forced 

schools and colleges, especially in India to temporarily shut and this unprecedented move had created an 

enormous gap within the education bodies, the scholar affirmed. This government closure was to slow 

down the spread of COVID-19.  

 

Definition of Terms  

Pandemic: Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary (2020) referred to pandemic as “an outbreak of a disease 

that occurs over a wide geographic area and affects an exceptionally high proportion of the population”. 

A pandemic is as well defined as “an epidemic occurring worldwide, or over a very wide area, crossing 

international boundaries and usually affecting a large number of people”.  

(https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=2Nt8X66SA9rkgwfs5KLgCw&q=What+is+pandemic%

3F&oq=What+is+pandemic%3F&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQAzIFCAAQyQMyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAg

gAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAA6DggAEOoCELQCEJoBEOUCOgUIABCxAzoICAAQsQM

QgwE6CAgAELEDEMkDOgsIABCxAxCDARDJA1Db0wFYzJECYKiVAmgBcAB4AYABvQaIAcIuk

gEJMi02LjYuNi0zmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdperABBg&sclient=psy-ab&ved=0ah 

UKEwiu3rWM76DsAhVa8uAKHWyyCLwQ4dUDCAc&uact=5) 

Social Distancing: Social distance has been severally defined as “Social distancing, also called “physical 

distancing,” means keeping a safe space between yourself and other people who are not from your 

household” (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html) 

“Social distancing is a term applied to certain actions that are taken by Public Health officials to stop or 

slow down the spread of a highly contagious disease”  

(https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/sites/default/files/public/php/185/185_factsheet_social_distancing.pdf). 

 

Red (2020) defines social distancing as “a conscious increment in the physical gap between people to 

curb the dissemination of disease”. It has as well been defined as “the rapid spread of disease to a large 

number of people in a given population within a short period” (Wikipedia, 2020).   

Havice-Cover and Drennen (2015) referred to it as: “A voluntary, recommended limitation of physical 

contact”. Social distancing could be applied in three ways, such as “Simple, complex, and aggressive 

measures. The simple measure involves maintaining a three-foot distance and not shaking hands; the 

complex measure involves staying at home and avoiding public places and events; while the more 
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aggressive measures require temporary closure of schools, social events, businesses, travel restrictions, 

sports activities, and employees work from home (Havice-Cover and Drennen (2015).  

Online Learning: Online learning is the use of the Internet and some other important technologies to 

develop materials for educational purposes, instructional delivery, and management of program 

(Fry, 2001). It has also been referred to as the educational usage of technological devices, tools, and the 

internet (Means et al, 2009). 

Quarantine: A necessary physical separation and restriction of movement of individuals, families, groups, 

and communities that have been exposed to a contagious disease, but are not ill (Havice-Cover and 

Drennen, 2015). Quarantines are the segregation of these persons within defined geographic areas. 

Quarantines may be done at home or in a restricted area depending on the specific nature of the event 

(Havice-Cover and Drennen, 2015).  

Isolation: To separate an individual with a specific infectious illness from those who are healthy and have 

not been exposed to the contagion. This involves physical separation from others to stop the spread of 

illness and allows for the delivery of specialized health care to protect healthy people from getting sick. 

This may be accomplished in the home or a separate room in a hospital depending on the specific nature 

of the event (areas (Havice-Cover and Drennen, 2010). 

 

Origin of COVID-19 Pandemic 

In 2019, reports emerged of an outbreak or cluster of diseases around Wuhan's Huanan Seafood 

wholesale market, in China that sold live fishes, poultry, and birds (Osler, 2019, Huang, Wang, Li, Ren, 

Zhao, Hu, ZhangFan, Xu, Gu, & Cheng, 2020) and Bereson, n.d.). By 31 December, 2019, the disease 

became quite noticed; forcing the live animal markets to be shut down on 1 January, 2020. Furthermore, 

on 7 January, 2020, a new type of Corona virus was officially identified by the Chinese authorities. As a 

result, about 300 cases in Wuhan were believed to have been infected with Corona virus, with 4 reported 

dead (Osler, 2019). 

As Khaiwal & Mor (n.d.) noticed, the virus resembles germs, small infectious particles that live inside 

living organisms. It was linked to the same family of viruses as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

(SARS) and some types of a common cold. Khaiwal & Mor (n.d) noted that the Corona virus resembles 

any other viruses, which cause the common cold, Flu, and Chickenpox. It is a large family of viruses that 

cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases, such as Middle East Respiratory 

Syndrome and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, and kidney failure. Common infections are 

headache, couch, dry fever, dry cough, and difficulty in breathing. It was believed that Camels transmitted 

the Corona virus, which causes MERS to humans, and the animal that was the source of the latest Corona 

virus is still unknown to researchers or scientists (Osler, 2019). However, it has been speculated that the 

virus was transmitted to an intermediate species from the bats to human beings (Osler, 2019). 

The term “COVID-19”, which has no approved vaccine for treatment so far (Mohanm et al, 2020) is an 

abbreviation derived from “Corona virus Disease of 2019” (Vergnaud, 2020). It was formerly known and 

called “2019 novel Corona virus” or “2019-nCoV”. Nonetheless, “CO” signifies Corona; “VI” stands for 

Virus; “D” stands for Disease; while 2019 represents the year it started or was identified. Officially, the 

Corona virus disease of 2019, as Raj (2020) put it, was first recognized in December 2019 in Wuhan, the 

capital of China's Hubei province (Igbokwe, Okeke-James, Ndidiamaka, Akudo, 2020), and has since 

spread worldwide, consequential in the ongoing 2019–20 Corona virus”. The disease was abbreviated to 

COVID-19 by the World Health Organization (WHO) as reported in the press release of February 11, 

2020 (Vergnaud, 2020).  

As Khaiwal & Mor (n.d) declared, the virus resembles germs, small infectious particles that live inside 

living organisms Khaiwal & Suman Mor (n.d). It was linked to the same family of viruses as Severe 

Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and some types of the common cold. Khaiwal & Mor (n.d.) noted 

that the Corona virus resembles any other viruses which cause the common cold, Flu, and Chickenpox. It 

is a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases, such 

as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, and kidney failure. 

Common infections are headache, couch, dry fever, dry cough, and difficulty in breathing. 
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Vergnaud (2020) pointed out that diseases are officially named by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

in the International Classification of Diseases. This, therefore, necessitated the naming of the disease, 

which was decided based on the agreed guidelines between the WHO, the World Organization for Animal 

Health, and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (Vergnaud, 2020). However, 

some factors called for such an abbreviation, which includes easy pronunciation, and also concerning the 

disease. Others are - to enable discussion on disease prevention, spread, transmissibility, severity, and 

treatment. Vergnaud (2020) as well noted that the name and its abbreviation were chosen because it didn‟t 

refer to a specific geographic location, animal, and group of people. Finally, it was specifically named 

COVID-19 to distinguish this particular disease from other known Corona viruses (Igbokwe, 2020).  

However, let‟s examine how this Corona virus has affected the Nigerian school system since its 

appearance in this part of the planet earth.  

 

Demerits of Online Learning During COVID-19 Pandemic in Nigeria 

Most countries worldwide have resolved to temporarily close educational institutions to reduce the spread 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite several measures adopted by governments to close schools, learning 

has not stopped because some countries have directed their educational institutions to take studies online 

platforms. These sudden disruptions of the school system have cancelled in-person instruction (Di Pietro, 

Biagi, Costa, Karpiński, and Mazza, 2018) and fully ushered in the electronic method of learning to 

facilitate inclusive learning opportunities for learners during the aforesaid pandemic, which Nigeria is part 

and parcel of the global system.  

To keep learners busy at home, the Ministry of Education in Nigeria uploaded electronic learning 

resources and education chat rooms to her website for the thirty-six states and the Federal Capital 

Territory as a form of continuing education and individualized learning for children. In the same manner, 

UNESCO, through its COVID-19 Education response, floated a special platform labeled: “Learning 

Never Stops” (Mustapha, 2020 and Mupepi, Mupepi and Motwani, 2020) to provide inclusive learning 

opportunities for the majority of learners. 

However, this mode of instructional strategy has lots of demerits as outlined below. 

1. Learners‟ were coerced to learn via online, a method that is alien to them  

2. Most of the learners have no access to Information and communication Technologies 

3. Learners‟, whose parents and guardians could not provide ICT facilities/devices, especially 

computers‟, tablets, and Internet-enabled mobile phones 

4. Learners that leave in remote communities where Internet facilities were not available were 

excluded from the online learning platforms. 

5. The learners were socially alienated, as they could not physically socialize as in the normal 

classroom situations.  

6. The limited access of poor learners to television, radio, electricity, internet, and other equipment 

needed to take advantage of the e-learning platforms (Mustapha, 2020). 

7. Most teachers are digital immigrants; hence, they were not trained in ICT integration.  

8. Aung and Khaing (2015), while comparing the developed world to the developing countries, 

observed that the developing countries are facing challenges, such as poor internet connectivity, 

inadequate knowledge on the use of ICT, and weakness of content development. 

9. The Nigerian government announced the indefinite postponement of the 2020 West African 

Examination Council (WAAEC) and the National Examinations Council (NECO), which is very 

detrimental to the life of the children. 

10. Encouraged educational inequity among learners, as many learners could not afford the necessary 

ICT facilities for online platforms. 

11. Most parents are so poor that they could not afford the money to buy data bundle for Internet 

services 

12. Some students are computer illiterate; even where the computers are available, they could not 

operate them. 

13. Poor digital literacy of school owners/leaders and teachers (SEED, 2020). 
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14. Poor infrastructure to support remote learning in most low-income communities (e.g. power, 

internet access, etc.) (SEED, 2020). 

15. Joshi, Chapagain, Kharel, Poudyal, Murray, & Mehmood (2020) affirmed that the instructional 

achievement of online learning is debatable because it causes absence of face-to-face relationship 

among learners, learners, and instructors; hence, the online learning which resulted as a result of 

COVID-19 has been referred to as emergency remote teaching (Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020; 

Hodges, Moore, Lockee, Trust, & Bond, 2020; Vlachopoulos, 2020), because of the absence of 

the cautious design and development process (Branch & Dousay, 2015). 

16. Hodges et al, 2020; Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020), argued that effective online education consists of 

online teaching and learning, boosting of several research works, principles, prototypes, theories, 

ethics, and appraisal of benchmark concentrations on quality online course design, teaching, and 

learning; Therefore, since it has been further argued that effective online learning is a byproduct 

of cautious design and planning of instruction with the application of an organized model for 

designing and development of instruction (Branch & Dousay, 2015), consequently, the absence of 

the cautious design and development process (Branch & Dousay, 2015) in the present migration 

process has given birth to the rejection of the contemporary online education experience during 

the COVID-19 but referred to as rather as emergency remote teaching (Hodges et al, 2020; 

Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020; and Vlachopoulos, 2020). 

17. The sudden migrations to online platforms have caused compulsory alteration in the attitudes of 

education administrators, instructors, and learners on the significance of online learning 

(Ribeiro, 2020). 

18. As  Adedoyin and Soykan (2020) noted, students and instructors with low digital competence are 

liable to lack behind in online learning. Therefore, the digital unpreparedness of both staff and 

students before the COVID-19 has contributed to the poor application of the online platforms 

during the pandemic.  

19. Arkorful & Abaidoo (2015) in Adedoyin (2020), opined that in online learning that assessments 

by instructors are oftentimes limited to proxy supervision of learners, thereby making it 

impossible to regulate and control cheating. 

20. Flaherty (2020) in their contribution to online learning during the pandemic period, argued that it 

is unimaginable to claim that learners are getting the same learning experiences and chances 

through online learning during this pandemic, and further advocated for modification of grading 

systems. If grading should be modified by lowering the standard, then, it makes a mockery of the 

online platforms‟ during the pandemic. 

21. Akkoyunlu & Soylu (2006) also noted that the quick and sudden digital transformation process by 

institutions exposes the instructors to a huge workload because they are responsible for 

transforming their course contents to be e-platform-friendly to the learners. Also included is the 

pressure of work on especially the internal ICT units of the institution(s), which has to put all 

their units into e-platforms, and at the same time integrate the same with the external ones. 

22. There is no doubt that online platforms are not suitable for all courses, particularly in the clinical 

medical field (Leszczyński, Charuta, Łaziuk, Gałązkowski, Wejnarski, Roszak, & Kołodziejczak, 

(2018).  

23. Online platforms have been adjudged to be compatible and effective to some fields, such as social 

sciences and humanities; but some researchers are skeptical about its compatibility and 

effectiveness in some disciplines, such as medical sciences, sports sciences, engineering that 

require hands-on practical experiences (Leszczyński et al, 2018).   

24.  Iqbal, Zang, Zhu, Hussain, Zhao, Gulzar & Rasheed (2015) asserts that remote laboratories are 

used as an alternative in online learning, and as such can only fill the theory-to-practice hole.   
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Merits of Online Platforms During COVID-19 Pandemic in Nigeria 

There is no doubt that most governments worldwide announced the physical closure of schools as a 

means of curtailing the global and community rapid spread of the pandemic (Adedoyin and Soykan, 

2020); thus, the only alternative available for schools is the adoption of digital teaching and learning. The 

immediate digital transformation of most educational activities (Adedoyin and Soykan, 2020); ushered in 

some advantages to schools within the pandemic period. Some of the merits, within and around the globe 

are as outlined hereunder.  

1. The pandemic period quickened the digital transformation process of most schools, especially 

private institutions to leave up to their objectives  (Adedoyin and Soykan, 2020). 

2. The recent adoption of online platforms by schools is a response towards alignment with both 

local and global practices and policies to triumph over the increase of the Covid-19 pandemic 

worldwide  (Adedoyin and Soykan, 2020). 

3. The adoption of online learning is to maintain the school systems‟ academic calendar. 

4. The digital revolution of instructional activities during the pandemic is an opportunity offered by 

the crisis to get everybody to make use of online platform tools. 

5. It also created an opportunity for the state, policymakers, and stakeholders to be responsive to 

instructional change. 

6. Flanik (n.d) in Adedoyin and Soykan (2020) further added the COVID-19 crises has created an 

opportunity for educators to take advantage of the online platform as a generally acceptable mode 

of teaching and learning as long as the corona virus crises last. 

7. The pandemic situation has as well created an opportunity for researchers, particularly 

instructional technologists to find short-term and long-term lasting solutions to challenges of 

digital education in Nigeria.  

8. Some countries, institutions, and organized bodies worldwide, as noticed by Ogunmokun, 

Eluwole, Avci, Lasisi, & Ikhide (2020); Ogunmokun, Unverdi-Creig, Said, & Eluwole (2020). 

Ogunmokun & Timur, 2019) provided special socio-economic intervention measures as a form of 

corporate social responsibilities and service innovation to provide free internet service for their 

students and faculty. 

 

Consequences of COVID-19 on Nigerian Education System  

Just as Owusu-fordjour, Koomson, and Hanson (2020) reported that human history has witnessed 

numerous considerable pandemics, which including smallpox, cholera, plague, dengue, AIDS, influenza, 

severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), West Nile disease and tuberculosis, Nigeria, which is 

acclaimed to be the 7th most populous country in the world (Mohan, Karir, Pandey, and Kumar, 2020) 

had been bedeviled with lots of epidemics in recent times. Among these, as reported by (Mohan et al, 

2020) are Ebola, Yellow fever, Cholera, Avian Influenza, Lassa fever, etc. Currently, Nigeria is facing the 

Wuhan epidemic, COVID-19, which is deadlier than the aforementioned diseases.  

The first case of this deadly disease was however reported on Feb 27, 2020 (Mohan et al, 2020). The 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic cannot be overemphasized. From a global perspective, Raj (2020) 

reported that as of March 12, moderately 370 million children and youth were out of school. This, the 

scholar asserts was due to temporary or indefinite countrywide school closures mandated by governments 

to slow the spread of COVID-19. The scholar further stated that by 20 March, 2020, over 70% of the 

world's learners were impacted by the closures, which Nigerian learners were not excluded. In the same 

manner, Owusu-fordjour et al (2020), while citing the UNESCO report of 10 March, 2020, stated that 1 in 

every 5 students globally stayed away from school due to the COVID-19 crisis (UNESCO, 2020).        

In Nigeria‟s response to Corona pandemic, on 19 March, 2020, the Federal Ministry of Education 

formerly and indefinitely approved the closures of schools. In effect, schools were closed to pupils, 

students, and staff (Farrington, 2020) as well to curtail the spread of Corona virus 

(https://www.facebook.com/dorathy.danjumbo/posts/10158731336629138?comment_id=1015873278795

9138&reply_comment_id=10158733393209138). Within this period, the UNESCO reported that almost 

40 million learners were affected by the nationwide school closures in Nigeria, of which over 91 percent 
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are primary and secondary school learners (Thelma and Obiakor, 2020). This report goes to show the 

colossal impact of the Corona virus on the Nigerian education system. 

Given this closure, private institutions that usually operate along with a business model and are heavily 

dependent on students‟ fees to cover staff salaries and operational costs are out of business for several 

months and were also forced to stop their operations. Similarly, their counterparts (public institutions) 

usually receive assistance from the state and the Federal governments to overcome the consequences of 

COVID-19. This closure thereby forced some schools globally to go online for the first time (Raj, 2020). 

Both synchronous and asynchronous online methods were adopted by the institution to reach learners in 

remote areas. Raj (2020) stated that these worldwide closures are impacting over 72% to 90% of the 

world‟s student population”. There is no doubt that the unprepared online delivery caused by the Corona 

virus will have an impact on the quality of the programmes (Mohamedbhai, 2020). If this is the situation 

of the Indian citizens, one can then imagine how the situation of Nigerian citizens will be.   

Bangani (2020) noticed that schools were abruptly and forcefully shut down due to the Corona virus 

pandemic, thereby exposing the huge inequality between impoverished and privileged pupils as learning 

moved online. Although Mohamedbhai (2020) observed that the crisis provided an opportunity for all 

higher education institutions to quickly improve and maximize their ICT operations, but only a few of 

these institutions can use the ICT facilities. From the Ghanaian situation, this was supported by Owusu-

fordjour et al (2020) when the scholars stated that the students are unable to study effectively from the 

houses, thereby making the online system of learning very ineffective. Parents, the authors observed 

could not effectively assist or entirely oversee their children's access to online learning platforms, or can 

they entirely supervise the learning of their children at home.   

Mohamedbhai (2020) further avowed that the online platform mostly targets the mature students, such as 

those in employment and those wishing to upgrade their qualifications, but not the fresh school-leavers. 

The COVID-19 period also witnessed the digital divide between educational institutions and within the 

same too. Some of the schools are far better ICT equipped and have experienced teachers than the others. 

The same applies to students of the same school whereby some are rich and live in urban areas and others 

are poor and live in rural areas and can barely afford to access the Internet where obtainable. 

The closure had a lot of educational implications, as most of the schools were directed to study online 

when most schools are not connected to electricity and have no Internet facility (Raj, 2020). In the case of 

Nigeria, the majority of the population lives in villages, and these rural households have no access to 

Internet services. Relating this to the Indian situation, Raj (2020) cites the 2017-2018 National Sample 

Survey report on education affirmed that only 24% of Indian households have an Internet facility.   

Most families in Nigeria are impoverished; they lacked the financial wherewithal to pay for computers 

and Wi-Fi Internet access. Hence, the majority of the children are in a disadvantaged situation. As 

Bangani (2020) put it: “And parents, many of whom lacked the skills and capacity to take on the role of a 

teacher, had to start homeschooling their children at short notice”. The scholar, while citing the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), further observed that the closure 

of schools had colossal consequences for the girls as they faced various exploitations since most of them 

were engaged in early marriages, sexual exploitation, and increase in young women. Other consequences 

include teenage pregnancies and increased child labour. Generally, most of the children were recruited 

into militias (Bangani, 2020 and Mustapha, 2020). Also, Mustapha (2020) has equally identified some 

other social vices that are associated with youths that are not actively engaged in schooling. Such social 

vices are alcoholism, substance abuse, and other forms of criminal activities.  

Notwithstanding the observations of limited Internet access, electricity connections, and computers‟ 

challenges by Bangani (2020), most countries reverted to various remote learning methods, such as the 

television programmes, online platforms, social media, and radio broadcasts. There is no doubt that these 

methods appear alien to students and the teachers who had no prior skills. In support of this, Adelaja 

(2020) declared that despite the global innovative digital and online education occasioned by COVID-19 

that students in rural and underserved communities in Lagos State, Nigeria, are being left behind because 

they do not possess the prerequisite skills to adapt or transition to the new methods of learning.  
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Mohamedbhai (2020) further noticed that merely posting notes or video recording of the lecturers online 

may not produce the desired quality learning outcome. Online materials take time to produce, and it must 

involve the services of professional instructional designers that are exposed or trained for online learning 

pedagogy. He stated that the unprepared online delivery will have an impact on the quality of the 

programmes, especially the programmes that involve science and technology, as students will be unable 

to access laboratories for their practical exercise. As one of the problems of Corona virus, Owusu-

fordjour et al (2020) in a study revealed that learning at home has been proven to be very unproductive 

due to several interruptions, which may slow down learning and understanding. To worsen the situation, 

the majorities of Nigerian parents are naïve about the use of the Internet in learning; hence, could not 

effectively supervise their children/wards for e-learning at homes (Okendu, 2012). 

Another reason is due to learning inadequacies of many homes in developing countries, which Nigeria is 

one. It has been proven that learning alone is not the best method of imparting learning. This statement 

has been supported by Lantolf, 2008; Bateman & Waters, 2013; Greenberg, 2005), who argued that 

teaching occurs when a more knowledgeable person passes on knowledge to a less knowledgeable 

individual in order to induce a relatively permanent change in behaviour. This method of more 

knowledgeable persons is thereby defeated because the individual is learning alone in the house, 

especially with concepts that are unfamiliar with them that require the physical assistance of the teacher 

or other peers, which will enhance their understanding (Owusu-fordjour et al, 2020). 

Besides, the higher institutions intake have remained static as the secondary schools that feed the 

institutions had remained closed, and some terminal examinations‟ ether postponed or cancelled out 

rightly; on the resumption of schools, some higher institutions may embark on running remedial courses 

in the first year to close the gap created by the Corona virus (Mohamedbhai, 2020).     

There is no doubt that most of the schools/institutions resorted to online platforms as against class 

contact, but research revealed that most students/learners have no technological devices, such as 

computers, tablets, and Internet-enabled phones for the virtual classroom. Similarly, the students that have 

access to the Internet as well complained of not having enough data bundle due to high cost (Owusu-

fordjour et al, 2020). 

 

Overcoming Corona Virus Problems in Nigerian Schools 

The World Bank, before the Corona virus pandemic, and followed by the current closure of schools, 

reported that the world was already experiencing a global learning crisis because many students were not 

learning the fundamental skills needed for life, even while the school system was in full swing. The report 

further reports that the Corona virus pandemic has compounded the situation with remarkable impacts on 

students, teachers, families, and far-reaching economic and social consequences (Mustapha, 2020). 

Given the Corona virus pandemic, several precautionary measures, as suggested by khaiwal and Mor 

(n.d.) and Osler (2019) have been put in place to keep citizens safe from the Corona virus infection, 

which is currently ravaging the entire world. Major safety measures have been suggested to save innocent 

citizens, especially students as they go about their normal academic activities in school. 

Facemask: Wearing a surgical facemask will prevent students from being infected with the Corona virus. 

Medical experts have suggested that individuals with respiratory infection should wear a surgical 

facemask to help protect the people around them from getting sick by reducing the risk of spreading the 

infection. Again, this will in some way protect individuals from being infected in a crowded environment 

(Osler, 2019). 

There is no doubt that the use of facemask creates breathing difficulties. Having noticed the use of 

facemask by adults in Nigeria, for instance, Ogoina (2020) lamented on how the Nigeria media is flooded 

with the images of misuse and abuse of facemasks by the public, government officials, and healthcare 

workers. Besides, the author aw well, observed that some Nigerians wear facemasks on their chin and 

neck; while those who put on facemasks do not consider covering their mouth and nose, especially when 

talking. In the case of students/learners, therefore, some fundamental questions need to be raised.  

1. How effective will students use the facemask, considering their ages and upbringings?  
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2. How do we consider the carelessness of some students, in case any of the students miss or 

misplaces the facemask while coming to school; who replaces the facemask while in school? 

3. How long will each student use each facemask, and who replaces it if it expires? 

4. Is it the government or the parents that will provide the facemask for the students? 

5. How long or how many times will the facemask be washed in a week/month? 

6. Will students continuously wear facemask in public schools from 7am - 2pm?  

7. Or, will the students wear it from 4-4.30pm when most private schools used to close? 

Also, bearing in mind of the meager budget of schools in recent times, some vital questions  

1. Who will provide electricity in the school that will pump the water for regular washing of hands?  

2. Who will buy the soap and alcohol-based hand sanitizer in schools? 

3. Who will fumigate the school's premises? 

  

Travelling Restrictions: Traveling restrictions measures by many countries were imposed on citizens to 

curtail the spread of the Corona virus. Travelling to areas where Corona virus reported to exits, especially 

in China and other Corona infected countries were possibly ill-advised.  

Generally, there is a need to curtail the spread of the Corona virus, especially in schools. There is no 

doubt that the Corona virus cannot move on its own. Just like computer virus, which is generally spread 

by humans through removable storage peripherals, the spread of Corona virus is being transmitted from 

human to human (Li, Guan, Wu, Wang, Zhou, Tong, Ren, Leung, Lau, Wong, & Xing, 2020; Igbokwe et 

al, 2020; Khaiwal and Mor, n.d.) and through contact with contaminated environmental surfaces 

(Prezioso, Elena, Marcocc, Chiara, and Pietropaolo (2020). Because humans are the agents of the Corona 

virus spread, many countries restricted or banned Chinese citizens or any of her allies from coming to 

their countries. For instance, on 2 February, 2020, the United States of America instructed her citizens not 

to travel to China. Similarly, the US government encouraged her citizens in China to quickly leave 

through any of the commercial means or stay home while avoiding contact with others (Osler, 2019).  

Nations, states, and local area councils should devise the means of locking down some areas to prevent 

people from travelling to where Corona virus is reported. This resulted in lockdowns and quarantines 

experienced in some states in Nigeria. To stay safe, it is better not to travel at all where possible. 

In the same manner, the New Zealand government as well imposed temporary travel restrictions for all 

foreign nationals coming from China into the country. In the same development, New Zealand imposed 

temporary travel restrictions for all foreign nationals coming from China into the country. Among other 

countries that placed restrictions or cancelled direct flights to China are - Italy, Israel, Saudi Arabia, 

Russia, Japan, Iraq Pakistan (Osler, 2019).   

Washing of hands: Proper hygiene should be maintained by Nigerian students. Students should keep 

themselves very clean. This is done by proper and regular washing of hands with soap in running water 

and throughout the day to keep away from any envisaged germs. In the same manner, medical 

professionals recommend that people should stop touching their faces and keep a distance from anyone 

who coughs or sneezes (Osler, 2019). These are highly recommended for individuals to keep away from 

contacting or spreading the Corona virus (Osler, 2019). The following washing of hands instructions have 

been advocated by medical experts as follows:– 

1. Use clean water and soap 

2. Wash palm to palm 

3. Wash between fingers 

4. Focus on thumbs  

5. Wash the back of your hands 

6. Also, focus on your wrists 

7. Wipe your hands with a clean towel (khaiwal and Mor, n.d.). 

  

In an ideal situation, the above measures are plausible to go back to school and function as usual. But 

what happens in the Nigerian situation, where most of the schools are not connected to electricity, no 

boreholes to get running water to constantly wash hands as recommended by the Center for Disease 
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Control and Prevention? Who provides the wash hand plastics/basins, soaps, and hand sanitizers as the 

various governments are usually insensitive to the education industry? Will governments at all levels 

electrify the schools and provide bore holds before the students get back? This is a vital question that 

needs an immediate answer. This is because as at the time of writing this article, and about 7 months after 

the Corona virus outbreak in Nigeria, the school system remains the same.  

Social Distancing: Corona virus is easily contacted if social distancing is not maintained. Citizens are 

advised to put on facemask if they intend to go to crowded places or functions to avoid Corona virus 

infection. People should avoid being in crowded places, such as burial, marriage, child dedication, and 

other ceremonies. People should keep a distance from any person who coughs or sneezes to avoid the 

spread of the disease. Furthermore, the Nigerian Center forDisease Control (NCDC) has also 

recommended improved precautions by warning people to avoid contact with anyone who is ill, as well as 

with the animals and markets in which they are sold. Again, people should avoid eating raw or 

undercooked meat (Osler, 2019). The traditional method of greeting, where individuals‟ shake hands and 

hug each other should be discontinued (khaiwal and Mor, n.d.).   

The Corona virus is very much contracted through citizens who travel from restricted and quarantined 

areas. People are restrained from going to places where Corona virus is reported. This is the reason why 

nations imposed restrictions on some countries from entering theirs in other to minimize the Corona virus 

spread. In the same manner, Armitage (2020) has further listed some measures to prevent the spread 

of the Corona Virus by observing the following:-  

This air is a good agent for the Corona virus caused by sneezing and coughing, which necessitates 

Doctors advising citizens to close their mouths while coughing and sneezing. When an individual has a 

cold and running nose and cleans it with his hands, there is the possibility of contacting the Corona virus 

(Khaiwal and Mor, n.d.).  

 Avoiding close contact with anyone who is sick  

 Staying home, and keep to yourself if you are sick. You can only do this, except for medical 

treatment.  

 Wearing a mask around others 

 Avoid activities outside your house, except for medical treatment. Don‟t go to work, school  

           public spaces. In this case, public transport, ride-sharing should be avoided (Osler, 2019). 

 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention recommended additional routine protective measures to 

help prevent the spread of the respiratory virus. Among these are:- 

 Avoid close contact with sick people. 

 Do not touch your lips, your nose, and your mouth with unwashed hands. 

 When you're sick, stay home. 

 Not touching your face.  

Armitage (2020) also recommended some measures, such as – 

 Covering your sneeze or cough and chucks the tissue in the garbage. 

 Washing your hands with soap and water often 

 Using an alcohol-based sanitizer if you can‟t use soap  

 Use a tissue to cover the cough or sneeze, then chucks the tissue in the garbage. 

 Be sure that regularly handled items and surfaces are washed and disinfected 

 Cleaning and disinfecting objects and surfaces often 

 

Igbokwe et al (2020) have identified some areas of poor hygiene facility needs that should be provided for 

students, particularly at the primary level of the school system. These areas among others include 

“Drinking water, restrooms (if possible, bathing rooms), disinfectant, detergent, and hand sanitizers, face 

masks, temperature checks, fumigating school compounds, healthcare services and facilities” (p.68-69).  

In the era of the Corona virus, self-medication should be avoided. People are advised to visit hospitals 

when they are sick. When people have difficulty breathing or any of the Corona virus symptoms as listed 

by Igbokwe et al (2020), they should approach health professionals for proper diagnosis. These are the 
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common cold, pains, sore throat, headache, chest pain, kidney failure, difficulty breathing, pneumonia, 

diarrhea, and nausea, among others; you are advised to immediately visit a professional Doctor. Osler 

(2019) further advised that anyone who is older or has a fundamental health problem that raises infection 

vulnerability should check with a health care provider before making a trip. Therefore, health rules should 

be followed by the Doctor‟s prescriptions and advice. 

One of the major means of preventing the spread of Corona virus in Nigerian schools is to build large 

classrooms or lecture halls, where students will sit based on the approved sitting specifications of the 

Centre for Disease Control and Prevention.   

Quarantine: This is another measure geared towards curtailing the spread of the corona virus among 

citizens. Quarantine is the segregation of persons within defined geographic areas (Havice-Cover, and 

Drennen (2010). Therefore, persons, families, groups, and communities that have been exposed to the 

contagious disease, but are not yet infected with the virus should be physically separated within defined 

geographic areas. This segregation may be done at home or in a restricted area depending on the specific 

nature of the event (Havice-Cover, and Drennen (2010).  

Isolation: As another measure of curtailing or stop the spread of the disease, persons with corona virus or 

any other disease of this kind should be separated from persons‟ who are healthy and have not been 

exposed to the infection. This will allow health specialists to provide health services for the people in 

order not to contract the disease. However, this could be accomplished at home or in a separate room in a 

hospital depending on the specific nature of the event (Havice-Cover, and Drennen, 2010). 

 

CONCLUSION 
This paper examined the concepts, origin, and the consequences of Corona virus pandemic on all 

academic institutions in Nigeria. In the era of global pandemic (covid-19), all the levels of educational 

institutions were all affected. There is no doubt that the Corona virus had lots of negative consequences 

on teaching and learning processes in the Nigerian education system, which resulted in e-learning 

platforms. This had a lot of academic challenges to the majority of Nigerians students due to limited 

access to ICT facilities. There is a need for stakeholders in the education industry to sustain the current 

emergency migration to online platforms, so that teaching and learning activities will become more of a 

hybrid than face-to-face method only. The paper has carefully and concisely explained some basic terms 

with COVID-19, traced its evolution, and addressed the present emergency migration of educational 

activities to online platforms, stressing the benefits and the resultant consequences. It also made valuable 

suggestions that will address the current and future situations of this kind.  

Recommendations 

To control the spread of the Corona virus in schools/institutions, the various Ministry of Education in 

Nigeria should roll out online learning platforms to educate learners and teachers on Internet usage, as 

this will enhance social distancing. The government should provide large lecture halls or classrooms to 

effectively practice social distancing in schools/institutions. Policymakers and stakeholders should 

provide standard ICT facilities, especially computer laboratories, tablets, and Internet-enabled mobile 

phones, where students will acquire computer literacy/education to enhance electronic learning or 

distance programmes during pandemic situations like the Corona virus pandemic. There is a need for the 

Nigerian government at all levels to intensively sensitize and educate the learners on the proper use and 

disposal of facemasks. Again, teachers should instill and enforce basic hand and respiratory hygiene 

processes, such as hygiene consciousness among the learners, and as well maintain a healthy hygiene 

lifestyle. Close contact with persons showing symptoms of respiratory illness (i.e., sneezing and 

coughing) should be avoided. Equally important is the provision of services of healthcare workers and an 

isolation center in the school for pupils that may need extra care (Igbokwe et al (2020). Head of 

educational institutions in collaboration with education authorities cum stakeholders should ensure that 

necessary hygiene facilities are provided when not adequate or available in schools. In-service teachers 

should be trained on the use of new technologies to meet with the present pandemic situation, which has 

made it mandatory for teachers to use ICTs. Equally important is the need for school authorities to 

provide health personnel to handle Corona virus and other related health issues in schools. 
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