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ABSTRACT 
Technology is constantly improving and integrating almost all aspects of human activities. These 

technological breakthroughs have as well come with lots of merits and side effects, affecting all aspects of 

human endeavours. The education sector is without its good and ugly stories. Plagiarism, which is using 

or copying somebody‟s intellectual content without making references to the original owner, is becoming 

more rampant in our educational institutions, especially due to technological advances of the modern 

times, which is constantly undermining academic integrity in all its ramifications. Consequently, this 

paper examines the concept of plagiarism, types of plagiarism, and how technological advances have 

popularized this singular act. The authors further looked at the reasons for indulging in plagiarism. The 

authors as well looked at the academic consequences of plagiarism, and how it affects the entire education 

system. Concisely discussed also are the subsequent measures devised to curbing its menace in the 

education sector. 
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INTRODUCTION  
“There is an exponential increase in academic and literary publications globally, which makes it very 

difficult to differentiate one‟s own words from others. Texts are so intricately intertwined that sometimes 

words can surreptitiously creep into texts without the primary source being acknowledged. Such a deed is 

construed as misconduct by the academia and sometimes misinterpreted or misconstrued by the less 

professional community and hence passed off as mere reproduction of texts”. 

Academic integrity has constantly been on the rise in recent times. Razera (2011) was also worried about 

the increasing issue of plagiarism on campus and online courses. Therefore, the issue of plagiarism has 

been of much concern to institutions worldwide and has become an interesting academic topic for 

research in academia (Rezanejad & Rezaei, 2013). The scholars, while stressing on some of the remote 

causes of plagiarism stated thus: 

“There is exponential increase of academic and literary publications globally, 

which makes it very difficult to differentiate one‟s own words from others. Texts 

are so intricately intertwined that sometimes words can surreptitiously creep into 

texts without the primary source being acknowledged. Such a deed is construed as 

misconduct by the academia and sometimes misinterpreted or misconstrued by the 

less professional community and hence passed off as mere reproduction of texts”. 
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This assertion has also been ascertained by recent publications as expressed by the following scholars: 

Park (2003); Sutherland-Smith (2005a, b); Stapleton (2011); Abasi, Akbari, and Graves (2006); Lathrop 

and Foss (2000); and Marsh (2007). 

Plagiarism is believed to be differently perceived indifferent cultures (Liu, 2005). Similarly, Park (2006), 

while stressing the importance of academic integrity in the academia stated thus:  

"Core values of academic integrity (honesty and trust) lie at the heart of our 

academic enterprise, and they underpin all activities within the University. The 

University values a culture of honesty and mutual trust, and it expects all members 

of the University to respect and uphold these core values at all times, in everything 

that they do, for and in the name of the University" (Park, 2006). 

 

There is a constant problem of plagiarism in university campuses today, which has become a topic of 

formal academic lecture (Russikoff, Fucaloro & Salkauskiene, 2003). Generally, the issue of plagiarism is 

a recent development, which has never been an issue from ancient to medieval times. This statement has 

been affirmed by Francis (2015). The scholar stressed that this idea that is termed “Plagiarism” nowadays, 

have originally been borrowed from scholars before the mid-1400s when the printing press was invented, 

and as well before laws were enacted providing copyright protection to authors (Francis, 2015) without 

any problem, but instead, was even cherished.  

The scholar acknowledged this when he stated thus, “The public viewed writers as paying tribute when 

they borrowed ideas from writers who came before them... society once considered it the highest form of 

flattery to borrow” (Francis, 2015). “From ancient to medieval times, plagiarism, as we see it today was 

not looked upon as a crime or as cheating” (Francis, 2015). However, a school of thought, as declared by 

Mallon (1989) holds it that borrowed ideas as was formerly practiced stopped being a mere tribute to the 

original writer and became downright theft with the invention of the printing press. 

Academic integrity is a fundamental standard underlying all educational institutions globally (Price, 

2009); one may as well ask, “What constitutes academic integrity? This is defined as, “A commitment, 

even in the face of adversity, to five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and 

responsibility" (Centre for Academic Integrity, n.d.) in (Prince, 2009). 

Plagiarism has become prevalently one of the academic dishonesties in educational institutions of 

learning worldwide. This has been made worst with the advent of newer technologies, especially the 

Internet, which has put individual ideas online and freely accessible to users that are connected to the 

Internet. Plagiarism is committed by teachers, students, and the rest of us. Plagiarism has been a problem 

since the invention of the printing press and has skyrocketed today due to the advent of newer 

technologies, particularly the Internet, which has made copying and cheating just a click away (Francis, 

2015).  

(Francis, 2015) additionally affirmed that this was not an issue and said, “A couple of thousand years ago, 

in ancient Roman times, and as recently as three hundred years ago, the borrowing of plot lines and 

characters was not necessarily looked upon as a bad thing”. This is to say that throughout history, people 

have borrowed ideas from other people as opined by Francis (2015) without committing a crime. This has 

been justified in the Holy Bible as exemplified in the Old and New Testaments. Matthew of the New 

Testament, Chapter 1:23, reads thus: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a son, and 

they shall call his name Immanuel, which being interpreted as, God with us”; while Isaiah of the Old 

Testament, Chapter 7:14reads: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 

Concept of Plagiarism? 

The definition of Plagiarism has been made difficult because of similar words, such as imitation, 

adaptation, repetition and originality, misappropriation, faulty citation, copyright infringement, literary 

theft, cheating, cribbing, and stealing (Marsh, 2007). In the same vein, Rezanejad and Rezaei (2013) 

remind us of an important point to bear in mind when discussing plagiarism as an academic topic. The 

scholars informed us all that different groups of people from various academic levels, disciplines across 
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different countries may have differing views regarding plagiarism, its definitions, and its legal or ethical 

issues; denoting that there is no one straightjacket perception about the definition, its legal or ethical 

issues for the term.  

Again, Sutherland-Smith (2008) pointed out that there are some discrepancies regarding the views toward 

plagiarism among students and university staff. While Ashworth, Bannister, and Thorne (1997) opined 

that the value attributed to plagiarism in the students‟ system of values, is relatively lower than the one 

given by academic staff. Irrespective of the pejorative view of plagiarism in the academic circle, some 

scholars considered it as an appropriate means of academic learning (Rezanejad & Rezaei, 2013). 

It will be of note that by the late 1700s, the attribution of source, that is, giving credit to where ideas were 

copied from was moderately common as observed by Francis (2015), and as the author also claimed that 

some of the accusations were in all probability true, while others may be due to professional jealousy. 

Plagiarism therefore could be referred to as illegal, stealing, immoral, illegitimate, dishonesty, and total 

infringement of copyright law; Plagiarism is an unethical issue, which is synonymous with lying, 

cheating, stealing, deceiving others and oneself (Francis, 2015). 

Nonetheless, “Plagiarism” as a term was derived from the Latin word, “plagium”, which stands for 

kidnapping (Francis, 2015). The same term was also claimed to have been derived from the same Latin, 

“plagiaries”, or “plunderer” (Francis, 2015). The scholar expressed that plunder ordinarily means to seize 

or rob someone else‟s things by dishonesty or force. From the above, it means that whoever indulges in 

plagiarism involves himself in a dishonest act, which is equivalent to kidnapping. Ordinarily, kidnapping 

in many societies today is regarded as a criminal act, punishable by several years of imprisonment, or 

even attracts the death penalty. 

The word “Plagiarism” is often time associated with the written word; it does not only involve copying 

somebody else‟s words; it can also mean the theft of many other types of creative ideas. Hence, 

plagiarism is described as using or copying somebody else‟s words, sounds, ideas, images, results, and 

any creative expression of ideas, such as music, scripts, paintings, speeches, and designs)as if they were 

your own without acknowledging the original owner (Francis, 2015). The scholar asserts that it may 

involve verbatim or paraphrasing, or copying someone else‟s book, journal article, magazine, artwork, et 

cetera, without making references to the original author(s). Francis (2015) has also defined plagiarism as: 

“Using the work of another with intent to deceive, to pass off another person‟s ideas or completed work 

as your own”.  

Francis (2015) additionally opined that the commonly held definitions of plagiarism include the failure to 

document the following: (1) Verbatim material (word by word) and enclosed in quotation marks                 

(2) Paraphrased material (the author‟s words transposed into another's or summarized) that retains the 

author‟s meaning, and (3) Ideas specific to an author (and not commonly held). “Plagiarism is the act of 

passing off someone else‟s work as your own” (Francis, 2015) further asserts. However, Moody (2007) as 

well defined plagiarism as “Unattributed reproduction of the language, information and/or ideas of other 

writers”. 

In the same way, Rezanejad and Rezaei (2013) proposed 6 definitions of plagiarism thus: 

1: Plagiarism is using someone else‟s words as if they were your own. 

2: Plagiarism is using someone else‟s ideas as if they were your own. 

3: Plagiarism is using someone else‟s results as if they were your own. 

4: Plagiarism is getting your ideas from a textbook. 

5: Plagiarism is copying and pasting without acknowledging the source. 

6: Plagiarism is getting ideas from a source and paraphrasing them but without acknowledging the source. 

Furthermore, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (2009) defined Plagiarism as: “When 

one uses another person‟s works, ideas, or work and portends they are their own”. The same dictionary 

defined the word “plagiarize” as “To take words or ideas from another person‟s work and use them in 

your work, without stating that they are not your own. Chambers English Dictionary (1992) on the other 

hand defined Plagiarism as, “The act or practice of plagiarizing”. While to “plagiarize” is defined by the 

same dictionary as: “To steal from the writing or idea of another”.  
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The Oxford English Dictionary, a reported by Ricks (1998) defined the word “Plagiarism” as “The 

wrongful appropriation, or purloining, and publication as one‟s own, of the ideas, or the expression of the 

ideas (literary, artistic, musical, mechanical, etc.) of another (Ricks, 1998). In whichever way plagiarism 

is defined, it is clear that what constitutes plagiarism is – “using the work of another with intent to 

deceive.” 

Plagiarism and Technological Advances 

Plagiarism, which is to make use of someone else´s ideas, work, information, etc. without giving proper 

attribution to the author (Razera, 2011) has come to stay with academic institutions throughout the world. 

Razera (2011) explained that before the advent of the Internet, that plagiarizing somebody‟s idea was very 

tiresome because copying text involves copying with a hand from books, encyclopedias, newspapers, and 

so on. The scholar further asserts that: “with the development of the internet this hard work is now 

simplified and replaced by two simple commands “Ctrl+C” and “Ctrl+V”, the famous “copy and paste”; 

therefore making the issue of plagiarism more challenging to the academic corpus (e.g. teachers, lecturers, 

tutors, etc.) in the digital era. 

 “Plagiarism as a crime is experiencing a steep increase as a result of improvements and developments in 

technology and especially the utilization of the Internet, different search engines, various available 

databases, information sources and term papers for sale provided by the Internet for students. 

The rate of plagiarism has increased in recent times due to the birth of the Internet where lots of 

resources, such as books, journal articles, magazines, term papers and dissertations, and newspapers are 

assembled for free access (Razera, 2011).In confirmation of the above statement, Quah et al (2012) states 

thus;  

Francis (2015) affirmed this statement when he states that, “The Internet makes plagiarism easier (e.g., 

access to term paper mills, etc.)”. The author further states that the two palatable words a plagiarist word 

like “Search engine” and the “World Wide Web”. This, the scholar further said these tools have become 

“a playground for plagiarists”. This is because it “provides massive amounts of information at the click of 

a mouse”. Again, (Francis, 2015) noted that the “cut-and-paste” method made possible by the Internet has 

further made the process very easy and cheap for plagiarists. 

Similarly, Quah, Stewart, and Lee (2012) state thus: “Plagiarism as a crime is experiencing a steep 

increase as a result of improvements and developments in technology and especially the utilization of the 

Internet, different search engines, various available databases, information sources and term papers for 

sale provided by the Internet for students”. This statement has also been supported by Razera (2011). The 

author states that despite opposing results by McCabe (2003), where the scholar reported that a survey of 

35,000 students conducted in the 2002/2003 academic year in the U.S and Canada, 36% of the 

respondents reported one or more instances of cut-and-paste plagiarism from the Internet sources, Francis 

(2015) affirmed that technological innovations‟ have created new avenues for plagiarists to operate 

without fear of being dictated because of several Internet sites that provide fast, convenient, and 

customized term papers on just about any subject.  

This gives plagiarists ample opportunity to access an online data bank of millions of literary materials, 

such as these sources (term papers, thesis and dissertations, books, journal articles, and others with ease 

and in seconds).Francis(2015) while affirming the contributions of technology in plagiarism, said: “While 

technology makes it easier than ever before to plagiarize, technology also makes it easier than ever before 

to get caught” Therefore, because of the numerous amounts of resources available on the Net, it makes it 

extremely difficult to catch plagiarists. Lester and Diekhoff (2002) also reported that there is some change 

in characteristics of the plagiarist with the advent of technology. Plagiarism undoubtedly constitutes a 

seemingly imperceptible threat to the growth of genuine global scholarship (Idiegbeyan-ose, Nkiko, & 

Osinulu, 2016). This is to say that technological advances have increased plagiarist activities and has 

become a great challenge in institutions of higher learning worldwide. 
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Types of Plagiarism 

Plagiarism appears in different forms. Self-plagiarism is a form of it. In research and scholarship, as 

observed by Hexam (1999) in Roig (2015), “Self-plagiarism refers to authors, who reuse their own 

previously disseminated content and pass it off as a “new” product without letting the reader know that 

this material has appeared previously”. The scholar explained that the “essence of self-plagiarism is [that] 

the author attempts to deceive the reader”.  

Mendoza and Rybicki (2015) have listed these different types of plagiarism in existence in recent times.  

1. When the author‟s words are not closed in quotation 

2. When the author‟s words are closed in the quotation, but the author(s) not cited 

3. When the author‟s words are paraphrased, but not cited 

4. When the author‟s words are paraphrased by changing a few words 

5. Taking a paper you have submitted to one class and submitting it, or part of it to another class 

without permission from the instructor (self-plagiarism). 

6. When the author‟s words are copied verbatim 

7. Using materials from another student‟s work 

  

Reasons/Excuses for Plagiarism in Educational Institutions 

Teachers, students‟ and the rest of us most often indulge in plagiarism. Many have given several reasons 

or excuses on why they have no respect for the intellectual property of others, and subsequently engage in 

plagiarism, which is constantly on the rise in recent times. As aforesaid, reasons have as well been 

adduced by individuals (students, teachers, and researchers) who perpetuate on this act for copying with 

impunity other people‟s intellectual property. Nonetheless, Francis (2015) noticed the following reasons 

advanced by students to support this academic dishonesty in educational institutions‟ as outlined 

hereunder. 

i. Reduces time spent on assignment 

ii. The wording in the other source sounds better than mine 

iii. It‟s easier 

iv. I‟m sure I would get an A. 

v. My teachers and parents expect a high mark 

vi. It seems to work for other people I know 

vii. I have always done my work this way 

viii. Teachers don‟t know or care 

ix. I don‟t care  

x. I was in a hurry. 

xi. I didn‟t know I wasn‟t supposed to 

xii. There‟s pressure to get good grades 

xiii. Everybody else does it 

xiv. I mixed up my notes by accident 

xv. Somebody else said it so much better 

xvi. I‟m not hurting anyone 

xvii. We do it in my country. 

xviii. Desperation 

xix. Laziness 

xx. Easier to copy than to innovate 

xxi. Not knowing how to cite sources. 

  

In a similar research conducted by Rezanejad and Rezaei (2013) on “The Perception and Attitude of 

Iranian Language Students Towards Plagiarism”, of all the 122 undergraduate and graduate language 

students used, the scholars advanced the following descriptive statistics for the reasons for plagiarism as 

listed below with their frequencies and percentages thus:-  

1. Easiness of plagiarizing 103 (84.4 %) 
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2. Not having a good command of the language 100 (82 %) 

3. No training in universities on the issue of plagiarism 91 (73.9 %) 

4. Lack of time to meet the deadlines 85 (69.7 %) 

5. Lack of attention from professors to term projects 85 (69.7 %) 

6. More confidence & belief in the original text 80 (65.5 %) 

7. Not being aware of the severity of plagiarism and its subsequences. 79 (64.8 %) 

8. Lack of clarity of university regulations 78 (63.9 %) 

9. Lack of attention from professors to detection of plagiarism 76 (62.3 %) 

10. The same treatment to those who plagiarize and those who don‟t 76 (62.3 %) 

11. No difference in teachers‟ evaluation of the plagiarized and non-plagiarized projects 73 (59.8%) 

12. Because everyone else is doing it 36 (29.5 %) 

13. Just for fun 19 (15.6 %). 

 

Consequences of Plagiarism 

Many people are frequently involved in plagiarism, particularly lecturers and students in academics. 

Others are journalists, authors, and professionals in different fields. Plagiarism is not without its 

consequences. There are lots of consequences arising from this plagiaristic act mainly in educational 

institutions worldwide. This includes personal, professional, ethical, and legal 

(http://www.ithenticate.com/resources/6-consequences-of-plagiarism).  

However, the accusations of plagiarism were less mentioned in the early 1700s. The authors were less 

demanding for the ownership of their words and ideas. Despite the legal protection against copyright 

infringements, researches show that only a few authors or writers sued other writers to court over the 

plagiarism act (Francis, 2015). But in the early 1800s, the stage was set for authors; scholars/writers 

started hurling accusations and counter-accusations against each other for not acknowledging their 

intellectual contents (Francis, 2015). For instance, American writer, Edgar Allan Poe famously hurled 

plagiarism accusations against Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Francis, 2015). 

The educational institutions specifically detest any plagiarist act. Once a lecturer or a student is involved 

or accused of plagiarism and is confirmed, the academic environment will always regard whoever is 

involved with suspicion and as a cheat, thereby denting the reputation of the culprits. Secondly, in some 

institutions where plagiarism is taken very seriously, the students involved in the act may be suspended 

for a while or expelled from the academic institution the school, depending on the gravity of the offense. 

The same applies to lecturers; they may also be suspended, advised to step down from their present 

position, dismissed, and may also be prosecuted in the law court after being found guilty by the academic 

integrity or ethics committee of the institution. Further, an author whose copyright has been infringed has 

the unalienable right to sue a plagiarist for damages. If the plagiarist is found guilty, the author may be 

granted monetary compensation or may lead the plagiarist to imprisonment, and this will subsequently 

make it not easy for the person concerned to get another reputable job 

(http://www.ithenticate.com/resources/6-consequences-of-plagiarism). 

The above assertion has been affirmed by Francis (2015). The scholar declared that the record shows that 

in modern times, plagiarists have often suffered very serious consequences for this singular act. Those 

who have been caught of plagiarism have been expelled from schools; fired or asked to resign from jobs, 

which resulted in the loss of income; pressed to give back prestigious awards; and instructed to pay 

money to people from whom they have plagiarized their works or ideas (Francis, 2015). Again, students 

who are found guilty of plagiarism will find it extremely difficult to gain access to another college or 

university placement in the future. This is because the student has proven that they are dishonest and 

unworthy of a place in the school (https://www.scanmyessay.com/plagiarism/consequences-of-

plagiarism.php). 
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Curbing Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions                   

Technology brings sickness or problems, and it is the same technology that cures or solves the same. In 

recent times, several methods of checkmating plagiarism have been devised to stop students, teachers, and 

the rest of us from stealing other peoples‟ ideas. Prominent websites have been designed and developed 

that help students, teachers and other professionals to analyze papers and develop strategies to prevent 

plagiarism in educational institutions worldwide. Plagiarism computer software (Turnitin) and websites 

(http://www.turnitin.com/) detection site and other types have been developed to curb the excesses of the 

plagiarists. These have made it possible for teachers, students, and the rest of us to checkmate ourselves 

while writing research papers, as these are used by professionals to analyze papers to prevent and/or 

minimize plagiarism in our educational institutions globally.  

Today, teachers and other professionals have access to numerous online services, which specialize in 

plagiarism detection. These services allow teachers and any other professional bodies that suspect a write-

up to upload the entire paper to be checked against an online data bank of millions of papers to ascertain 

if the writer/researcher has undeniably plagiarized other peoples‟ original idea(s) or creative expressions. 

This dictation program has tremendously reduced or curbed the magnitude of plagiarism in the classroom. 

Nonetheless, there are several measures available to curb plagiarism in educational institutions. The 

following measures could be applied to curtail this act if not eradicated. They are - 

Plagiarism Awareness 

Students and teachers should be made to understand that plagiarism is a crime against academia. 

Therefore, plagiarism as academic dishonesty should be unequivocally taught to the students and the rest 

of us. As Rezanejad and Rezaei (2013) put it, “academic dishonesty policies should be explicitly taught to 

the students, especially to those at high schools or newcomers at universities”. This is why Gullifer and 

Tyson (2010) stated that “a thorough understanding of an individual‟s view of an issue or problem is an 

essential requirement for a successful change of that person‟s attitudes and behavior.”  

If an individual (student/teacher) is aware of the penalty of any offense he commits, he will think twice 

before committing such an offense. Therefore, as Rezanejad and Rezaei (2013) earlier stated, students and 

even teachers should be sensitized to the implication of plagiarism in the academic environment. This, 

they will have in mind before, during, and after they have left the institution for one reason or the other.  

Seminars/Conferences/Workshops 

 To enlighten students and the teachers in educational institutions of higher learning of the need to avoid 

plagiarism, workshops or seminars on plagiarism has to be organized for them to be abreast of the 

consequences of such an act. Adequate information and necessary training on plagiarism need to be 

provided for the university community to avail them of the consequences of academic dishonesty. This 

becomes necessary because a few pieces of research available show that a minimal percentage of students 

get information on plagiarism through the attendance of seminars or workshops (Rezanejad and Rezaei, 

2013).  

General Studies Course (GES)   

Again, plagiarism should be incorporated as a part of the General Studies Course (GES) for year one 

students to enlighten them that plagiarism is a punishable act, which may result in expulsion and/or 

suspension from the school. In this programme, they would be informed of what constitutes plagiarism.  

Orientation  

The orientation of newly admitted students will as well be a very good avenue to inform students of the 

dangers of academic dishonesty in educational institutions. Via orientations, students will be informed of 

the existence of the policies that deal with plagiarism within the institution. Adequate information about 

the existence of plagiarism will deter students from practicing the act. Posters should be placed in some 

strategic places, shunning the act of plagiarism in the institution. This will enable the students to know 

that the plagiarist act is a very serious offense.  

The students and the teachers should be well informed of what constitutes plagiarism in order not to be 

involved. 
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Academic Policy 

On the part of the teachers, written academic policies of the institution should be elaborate enough to 

include the laws against plagiarism and at the same time outline some penalties for any teacher 

committing such an act. When the student and the teachers are aware of these policies, this will enable 

them to distance themselves from committing the act of plagiarism. 

Rules of Citation 

Students and teachers being aware of the policies against the act of plagiarism are not enough, but the rule 

of citation of resources gotten from both print and online should equally be taught to them to reference 

sources correctly. 

Installation of Plagiarism Detection Software 

 The most wonderful thing with technology is that it will create problems for you and will equally proffer 

solutions for them. Today, most plagiarists don‟t find it very easy because computer software that dictates 

plagiarized work has been developed. Turnitin, one of the most popular anti-plagiarism software has been 

developed to checkmate this act.  

Teachers’ Role 

Teachers should give enough time to students to perform their assignments, particularly when the 

assignments are hard or complex. This becomes necessary, especially when the tasks to be performed are 

new to the students (Cleary, 2017). This will enable them not to look for the easiest way to complete their 

assignments.  

Students’ Role 

Students should also learn how to manage/organize their time to avoid procrastination, which most of the 

time creates room for plagiarism. Time management should be the watchword for every serious student in 

any educational institution. 

Parents’ Role 

Unfortunately, most parents are not literate, and even when they are, they are not familiar with the act of 

plagiarism. But, for those who have literate parents that are conversant with plagiarism, they should be 

able to educate their children and wards of the dangers of plagiarism in the academic circle.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Academic dishonesty has taken a center stage in all educational institutions and has become a topic of 

urgent discussion. From the discussions so far, it shows that there is no straightjacket definition of 

plagiarism, as there are different viewpoints or perceptions of plagiarism as perceived by scholars. 

Consequently, the authors examined the concept of plagiarism, types, and how technological advances 

have popularized the act of plagiarism in higher educational institutions of learning. The authors as well 

looked into major reasons advanced, especially by students for indulging in plagiarism. The authors did 

not overlook the academic consequences of plagiarism on the offender(s), entire education system, and 

the rest of us, and the subsequent measures devised to curb the menace in the education sector. The 

authors further advise students and other researchers to understand that all resources obtainable or 

accessible on the Internet, and print sources are subject to copyright laws. Therefore, appropriate credit(s) 

should be given to the original or originators of an idea. Refusals to cite the originator of an idea is 

tantamount to plagiarism and highly condemnable in the academic arena, which may eventually attract 

severe punishments to offenders, and similarly dent the name of the institution concerned. 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Ali, in Francis (2015) stated that teachers should be asked for help” instead of thinking about stealing 

someone else‟s work. Teachers are probably more than willing to help out a student with time 

management. Besides, it is better to turn in an assignment late and possibly get a lower grade than to do 

something wrong, such as plagiarize and then get a failing grade. 

1. Students should be aware of the legal implications of plagiarism; this is because, as the saying 

goes, ignorant of the law does not excuse violators from punishment(s). 
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2. Students/scholars should understand that all resources found on the Network are subject to 

copyright law. 

3. Students/scholars should respect the intellectual contents of individuals by not copying materials 

without giving appropriate credit to the original owner of the idea 

4. Students/scholars should change a few words from the original authors‟ ideas or creative 

expressions 

5. Students/scholars should not use literary materials without giving appropriate credit to the 

author/authors.  

1. Scholars should make a clear difference between their ideas and that of the original author(s).  

2. Scholars should cite all source used and list them in the list of references          

3. There is nothing wrong with paraphrasing, summarizing, and directly quoting a source, but such 

should be acknowledged and referenced.  
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