
14 
 

 

 
 

Effects Of Child Rights Act Policy On The Management Of 

Public Senior Secondary Schools In Rivers State 
 
 

 

Amadi Johnson Chinedum, Ph.D 

 

Department of Educational Management 

Rivers State University, Nkpolu-Oroworukwo, 

Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria 

 

ABSTRACT 

This paper examined the child rights act policy on Public Senior Secondary Schools management in 

Rivers State. Three research questions and three hypotheses guided the study. It is a survey design. The 

population of the study was 268 principals consisting of 146 male and 122 female principals of public 

Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State. The entire population was taken as a census without sampling. 

Self-designed questionnaire items were used to collect data from respondents. The instrument was 

validated by experts while test-re-test method was used to achieve its reliability index of 0.82. Mean and 

standard deviation was used to answer the research questions while z-test was used to test hypotheses at 

0.05 level of significance. Finding among others showed that the child rights Act policy strongly 

influence management of public senior secondary schools because majority of the respondents agreed that 

the child rights act creates burden of managing large number of students, and gives school management 

right exercise for reasonable supervision. Some recommendations made among others were that there 

should be provision for setting up of school courts to try offenders which will bring an end to child abuse 

in schools, and that government should provide necessary facilities needed by school management to aid 

the actualization of the child Rights Act Policy. 

Keywords: child right, school management, policy effects. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations convention on the rights of the child part 1, article 1 states that a child means every 

human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child. In the same 

vein the child rights act 2003, passed into law by the national assembly of Nigeria, defines a child as one 

who is below the age of 18years. It provides that such a child’s best interest shall remain paramount in all 

considerations. A child shall be given such protection and care as is necessary for its well being, retaining 

the right and development, right to name and registration of birth. Furthermore, United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) report in Nigeria 2007 listed several issues 

hindering the protection rights of children such as children living on the street, children affected by 

communal conflicts, drug abuse, human trafficking, poverty, social inequality, peer group pressure, 

family problems and religious conflict e.t.c. In the same vein, every child has a right to life; every child 

has the right to a name, a nationality and cared for by parents, right to health and health services, every 

child has the right to be protected from hazardous or harmful work, economic and sexual exploitation. 

Every child has the right to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities, and to participate 

freely in cultural life and arts. Every child has the right to an education; every child has the right not to be 

subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Every child has the 

right to an adequate standard of living and every child is capable of forming views and should have the 

right to express those views freely in matters affecting him. Every child with disabilities should enjoy a 
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full and decent life, in dignity, in conditions that promote self reliance and facilitate the child’s active 

participation in the community (Vanguard, 20 November, 2014). 

 

The Child Right Act Policy 

The United Nations declaration of the child Rights Act portrays that the child should have right to 

compulsory and qualitative education. Thus, Ajayi and Adeyemi in Zifawei (2018) stated that article 28 

of the child rights Act recognizes the fact that basic education is human right. In this case education shall 

be free at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. It states further that elementary education shall 

be compulsory, technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher 

education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. From the above, it follows that schools 

shall be crowded. There will be cases of overpopulation or population explosion in the schools. School 

management will therefore be faced with the problems of managing population explosion and other 

related matters. 

The United Nations convention on the rights of the child came into being on the 2ndof September, 1990 

and the African charter on the rights and welfare of the child came into force in 1999. However, Nigeria 

domesticated the child rights act in 2003 and has urged her 36 states to implement the child rights act in 

their states. It is pertinent to note that Rivers state, the thrust of this study passed the child right act in 

2009, after many other states in the country had earlier done so. These states were Anambra (2004), Imo 

(2004), Kwara (2005), Taraba (2005), Nasarawa (2005), Plateau (2005), Abia (2006), Ekiti (2006), Oyo 

(2006), Ogun (2006), Osun (2007),Jigawa (2007), Edo (2007), Lagos (2007), Kogi (2007), Akwa Ibom 

(2008), Delta (2008), Benue(2009), Cross Rivers (2009) and Rivers State (2009). Others are Ebonyi 

(2010) and Niger state(2010) among others. 

The child rights act   (2003) emphasized that a child has alienable right to education and as such parents 

or legal guardians shall have the right to exercise reasonable supervision over the conduct of the children. 

Thus, Igwe in Zifawei (2018) stated that in the school, principals and teachers play vital roles on the 

moulding of the character of the children, thus partnering with parents in the upbringing of the children. 

However, the child right act came as the final resolution to the failure of parents to give their children the 

right to education. As specified in Article 15 of the child Rights Act (2003) that; every child has the right 

to free, compulsory and universal education and it shall be the duty of the government to provide such 

education. Every parent or guardian shall ensure that their child or ward attends and completes their 

Primary school Education, Junior secondary education, every parent or guardian who has the care and 

custody of a child who has completed his basic education shall endeavour to send the child to a senior 

secondary school as provided for (Obashoro-John, 2015). Also the United Nations International 

Children’s Emergency Fund (2003) stated that the child right Act is a notational law that makes provision 

for the protection of the rights of the child without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s 

parents or legal guardian, sex, race, colour, religion, language, birth, property or social origin etc. In fact 

the child rights Act seeks to protect the child from all forms of abuses and creates an enabling 

environment for proper growth and development of the child. 

Still, with the adoption of the child rights Act by the Nigerian government, it is estimated that Nigeria has 

an estimate of 10,198,918 out of school children as a result of insurgency, acute poverty, child labour, 

lack of political will, children with special needs and so on from Kano, AkwaIbom, Katsina, Kaduna, 

Taraba and Sokoto states. Other states include Yobe, Zamfara, Oyo, Benue, Jigawa, Ebonyi, Borno and 

Adamawa states etc (The Nation, Saturday 13 April, 2019). 

In the same vein, Arc. Sonny Echono, permanent secretary, Federal Ministry of Education, speaking on 

behalf of the Minister of Education, Mallam Adamu Adamu in Abuja at the 12th edition of the weekend 

ministerial press briefing, stated that Nigeria has one of the highest numbers of out of school children in 

sub-Saharan Africa and perhaps in the world, ranked only second to Pakistan. He went further to state that 

Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC), the World Bank, UNICEF and other developmental 

partners or agencies are collaborating efforts to reduce the number of out of school children. He further 

said that Government has embarked on some measures to ameliorate the surge or problems such as the 

school feeding programme in some states of the federation. This programme has led to an unprecedented 
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increase in school enrolment and that the ministry of education is equally partnering with the national 

mass adult and non formal education commission to draw a template to capture the children in these 

expanded centres, which will also help to reduce the number of out of school children. 

Thus, article 12(1) state that every child is entitled to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental 

and spiritual health. Section 2 of article 12 further stated that every parent, guardian, institution, service 

agency, organisation or body responsible for the care of a child shall endeavour to provide for the child 

the best attainable state of health. No doubt, this is a laudable initiative that mandates school authorities to 

give due attention to health facilities and encourage children to promote healthy living. It is obvious that 

when environment is filthy and unhealthy, learning cannot take place. Ajayi, as cited in Zafawei (2018) 

opined that it is also fundamental and basic for the promotion, protection and maintenance of the health of 

the school children especially girls. This is to ensure that they do not contract infections and also care for 

their health issues. This also necessitates a virile health education programme for schools. Thus, Asiabaka 

and Mbakwem cited in Zifawei (2018)stated that both the students and school administrators need good 

health facilities such as a good drinking water, sanitary facilities among others for teaching and learning. 

Ajayi in Zifawei(2018) corroborated that modern school environment lay emphasis on the provision of 

facilities such as adequate and spacious classrooms, workshop and laboratories, libraries, computers, 

toilet facilities, transportation and communication system among others. All these facilities are required in 

appropriate quantity and quality. Also, Adama in Zifawei(2018) observed that the necessary facilities 

needed to aid teaching and learning of children are not being provided by the government and the teachers 

are not being motivated by the way of further training and welfare. Furthermore, Ayodele in 

Zifawei(2018) opined that stakeholders in education emphasized that school administrators should use 

their instructional leadership role to make their schools a learner friendly school environment with 

learners friendly instructional delivery system which would improve the delivery system and the quality 

of teaching and learning. In a study conducted by Mbakwem and Asiabaka in Zifawei(2018), it was 

discovered that the unhealthy nature of the buildings, overcrowded and in conducive classrooms, 

unsightly and unhygienic toilets, inadequate laboratories and workshop could pose health challenges to 

both student and school management. Thus, the students who learn in this kind of environment are 

already deprived of good school environment and are disadvantaged. Ajayi cited in Zifawei(2018), also 

stated that population explosion, insufficient desks, overcrowded classrooms, inadequate learning 

materials, preponderance of unqualified teachers, poorly educated and ill-motivated teachers 

characterized the entire school system. Noise, dusts, odours, classroom lighting and ventilation are other 

health hazards to the students. All these pose stumbling blocks to the effective implementation of the 

child rights Act policy in public senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

In the case of boarding schools, Abulu and Omovweh; Asiabaka and Mbakwem as cited in Zifawei 

(2018) postulated that there is need to provide adequate and attractive space for facilities for food 

services. School management that provides food vendors should mount a training program for these 

vendors. It is the duty of the school authority to delegate health coordinators who will inspect the foods 

and make sure that only the approved and supervised vendors sell foods and drinks to students. According 

to Adeogu in Zifawei (2018) adequate water, vector control, refuse disposal, clean classrooms and 

trimmed lawns among others can promote effective environmental health facilities. School management 

and teachers have continuously expressed concern over the status of the health and safety of classrooms 

blocks, roofs, furniture, learning equipment and sports facilities etc. 

In many states in Nigeria, the domestication, implementation and enforcement of the child rights Act 

policy has faced an uphill task since its adoption in 2003. The biggest of such problem is that the 

convention on the rights of the child incorporated through the child rights Act does not apply across the 

entire country, only 25 states have adopted the Act. The reasons for the hold up in 11 core northern states 

of Nigeria, Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Kano, Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto, Yobe and Zamfara is that 

they disagreed with the provisions of the Child rights Act which they argued are in conflict with religious 

and cultural norms of the people such as prohibition of early child marriage, and defining a child to be 

anyone below the age of 18 years; and the issue of withholding corporal punishment from children are 

thought by some to be not only Islamic but non-African. 
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Traditionally, people see the many issues contained in the child Rights Act as an aberration from the 

norms of the society due to their local peculiarities in terms of culture, environment and religion e.t.c. it is 

therefore, in view of the above and its attendant effects on the management of public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State that forms the focus and need for this study. 

Implementation and Enforcement of the Child Right Act Policy 

However, except government begins an immediate implementation and enforcement of the child rights act 

policy which it adopted in 2003, the purpose and benefits would continue to have little or no impact on 

the lives of the children. As a result of lack of commitment by our leaders, this has caused millions of 

Nigerian children to be at the mercy of poverty, hunger, diseases, squalor and other forms of bondage. 

Many stakeholders see the child rights act policy as evidently depicts a neo-colonial imposition targeted 

at eroding Africa’s all time value, education and moral rectitude. 

It is viewed as an international import of liberal democracy to African continent. This is so because 

Nigeria indigenous education which promotes value education, character moulding and functional 

existence of the protégé or individual seems to repulse key elements of the child rights act. 

Traditionally, the implementation has faced an uphill task since its adoption in several states, especially 

the core Muslim states in the North. This is because traditionally, people view the child rights act policy 

as aberration from the norms of the society. The people had stubbornly failed to recognize the act in areas 

of equality of male and female children. It remains doubtful that implementation of the child rights act 

would totally eliminate this practice among the people. 

Although every society is characterized by norms, values, etiquettes, folklore, tradition and set patterns of 

idiosyncrasies. All these, as it were are encapsulated into the culture and ethos of the society. In view of 

this development, government at all levels should act fast by providing legally binding instruments for 

protection of children’s rights, make provision for setting up of family courts to try offenders for speedy 

adjudication, create conducive environment for child development and enthrone peace and security in the 

society. Nwabueze, Odum and Nwabueze (2016) 

Another way in which the act proves difficult to enforce is because it contradicts other national laws. 

Even though the child right acts defines the child as someone under 18 years old, the conflict with other 

Nigerian laws, the young person’s act which designates a child as an individual below the age of 14 years. 

The young person’s act deems the individual ages of 14-17 years as young people. The definition created 

by these two laws are in contention with other laws. Although the provision within child rights Act should 

be seen as overriding any other law, the fact that the child rights act is not ratified in all states make it 

difficult. Also, another serious angle that had affected the implementation and enforcement of the Act is 

the reactions of religious groups, coupled with ethnic and cultural diversity. Certain portion of the Quaran 

are incompatible with the child rights Act 2003 especially the aspect of early child marriage which 

contradicts Islamic law doctrine. Lastly, the issue of withholding corporal punishment from children 

brought up in part 20 of the child rights Act is thought by some to be not only un-Islamic but also un-

African. Other factors that hinder the implementation and enforcement of the child rights Act include 

among others political reasons, gender discrimination, inequality, access to education and child 

laboure.t.c. Politically, about 25 states out of the 36 states have adopted the Act in Nigeria. These states 

tend to pay lip services towards its implementation due to lack of political will. This is obvious in the 

insignificant difference on the lives of those children in the various states before and after the passage. 

There is hardly any of the states where the child rights Act had been passed that numerous abuses and 

violations are not noticeable. Hawking, begging and the Almajiri system which has eaten deep into the 

roots of northern Nigeria are all part of the politics rocking domestication, enforcement and 

implementation of the child rights Act across the country. The act in section 30 forbids the use of a child 

for alms, begging, slavery and compulsory labour even though the act proved insufficient and inadequate 

on this section by not prescribing punishment for it. The consequences therefore for many children 

besides child marriages and its health and other consequences include negative impacts on their education 

and overall development. Many of these states that have not domesticated the child rights Act policy have 

argued that other laws, including the constitution are able to protect children, but children in this states are 

still subject to practices like early marriage, female genital mutilation and begging e.t.c 
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The importance of public education campaigns about the issue cannot be over emphasized. The voices of 

children must be heard or amplified. Increasingly examples from the world over show that the power to 

cause real change begins with the populace. In other words, political will can be secured via a bottom-up 

rather than top-down approach. States that have domesticated the child rights Act also have a role to play 

in challenging the remaining states to do the same. They can do this by showing concrete evidence of the 

changes in the lives of children in those states. There is no strong case to be made for domestication if it 

has not translated into fulfilled rights for children. For example, female genital mutilation, a prohibited 

harmful traditional practice is still common in parts of southern Nigeria. Ultimately, where children are 

concerned, all actions must be in their best interests. The first step in that regards is applying the child 

Right Act Policy across the nation. 

Government efforts to enforce the child rights Act, it established the national child rights implementation 

committee. This committee listed five top priorities for addressing the needs of children such as safe 

water supply and sanitation, working on HIV/AIDS epidemic, creating jobs, opportunity for women so 

that they are better able to cater for the children, providing basic education and making the primary health 

better. A 2010 report notes that capacity for monitoring and sufficiently implementing the act is low.  

Effects of the Child Rights Act policy in Secondary Schools management in Rivers State 

The adoption of the child Rights Act law in Rivers State in 2009 is one thing and its enforcement in 

public secondary schools was another thing. The child Right Act of 2003 came as the final resolution to 

the failure of parents and guardians to give their children the right to education as stated in article 15 of 

the Child Right Act, which states that; 

“Every child has the right to free, compulsory and universal basic 

education and it shall be the duty of the government to provide such 

education. Every parents/guardian shall ensure that his child attends 

and complete his primary education and junior secondary school 

education. Every parent/guardian or person who has the care and 

custody of a child who has completed the basic education shall 

endeavor to send the child to a senior secondary school except as 

provided for”. Obashoro-John (2015) 

The implication of this passage would ordinarily mean that students are well protected and there shall be 

no breaches for the welfare of the students. Stakeholders in education and children matters have lamented 

that since the passage and domestication of the Child Rights Act in 2003, only 26states have adopted it 

while others are plundering. Worst still, none of these states that have adopted the Act have begun full 

implementation. Thus, the fate of those children in public secondary schools hangs in the balance. 

 

Conditions of Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State 

Despite government efforts to improve secondary school education in the state not much has changed on 

the condition of secondary schools in Rivers State in terms of infrastructural facilities. Even the newer 

schools have not shown significant differences in terms of infrastructural designs, classroom arrangement 

and interaction space. Obashoro-John (2015) stated that in 2000, statistics on the infrastructural decay in 

Nigeria secondary schools showed that 12% of the students sit on the floor, 81% of the students have 

overcrowded classrooms, 3% of the secondary schools have no chalkboards, 38% of the classrooms have 

no ceiling, 77% of the pupils lack textbooks and 36% of the pupils have no writing materials. He stated 

further that senior secondary schools in Nigeria were faced with dilapidated structures, overcrowded 

classrooms, insufficient and inadequate furniture for both staff and students, poor ventilation and lighting, 

poor toilet facilities, general unfriendly and uncomfortable environment, teacher’s negative attitudes to 

work and the learners, poor supervision, non availability of teaching materials, weak interpersonal 

relationships between teachers and learners etc. 

School Disciplinary Measure 

The teacher from all indications is expected to guide and discipline the child on behalf of the legal parents 

according to the doctrine of in-loco-parents. However Nwabueze (2016) opined that Child Rights Act 

seems to have clipped the wings of the teachers and school administrators in their duty of moral 

Amadi….. .. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 9(4):14-28, 2021 



19 
 

upbringing and discipline most especially in secondary schools. He lamented that the picture of the 

teacher in Nigerian indigenous education is that of a moral agent, a mentor, guardian, counsellor as well 

as a life coach. Research findings have shown that disciplinary measures and moral rectitude are fast 

disappearing from secondary schools. Thus, teachers and school management have relapsed their impetus 

of discipline and punishment, and what seems to be left in schools is just momentum. In as much as every 

parents desire that the rights of their wards be protected by the school management, it is observable traits 

today that moral standards, respect, courtesy, discipline and desirable behaviours are fast disappearing 

from secondary schools. The Child Rights act has substantially restricted and limited the powers of school 

management and have given them to students and their parents the impetus to disobey and disregard 

school management on matters of discipline. Though, the Child Rights act stipulates that the child is 

entitled to freedom of movement subject to parental control which should not be harmful to the child. 

School management have put certain measures in their rules and regulations to regulate, curtail and 

control the movement of the child in school. Thus, the right to personal liberty of the child provides that 

school is to restrict the child liberty or infringe on his rights, the essence of the act, however was to 

improve the quality of life of the students. 

Admission Policy 

Inconsistent admission policies have in no small measure contributed to problems in the management of 

secondary education. The new national policy on education approves a 100% transition of students from 

primary to secondary schools, which most state governments implemented. In Rivers state, the 

admissions into JSS1 and SSS1 are regulated by the Ministry of Education. Okoroma (2002) said that in 

1987, the Rivers State government through the ministry warned that no school should have more than 

forty (40) students per class and not more than five streams, which placed the maximum number that can 

be admitted into JSS1 and SSS1 at 200 students. The consequences of this policy as observed by Amadi 

(2020) was that many children of school age were denied access to education as enshrined in the Child 

Rights Act law 2003 of Nigeria, and 2009 Child Rights enacted by the Rivers State government due to 

lack of infrastructural and instructional facilities in public secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Population Explosion in Schools 

Secondary school education in Rivers State is faced with acute population explosion which has adversely 

affected principals’ administration of the schools, as a result of the Child Rights Act. The Child Right 

Acts 2009 stipulates that every child of school age, and including those with special needs should have 

access to compulsory and quality education. The new policy on education approves a 100% transition 

from primary to secondary education which Rivers State government also adopted. Thus, admission of 

JSS1 and SSS1 students are regulated and controlled by Ministry of Education. For example in 2008, 

Ministry of Education had warned school administrators and principals not to reject candidates posted to 

their schools for whatever reasons. This directive was given by the government to school administrators 

without any corresponding provision of infrastructural facilities such as classrooms, desks, chairs, tables 

etc thereby making the work of school administrators tedious and cumbersome. This situation negates the 

Child Rights Act 2003 which incorporates all the rights and responsibilities of children and consolidates 

all laws which provide for the protection and care of the Nigerian children. Thus,Ajayi in Zifawei(2018) 

lamented that population explosion, insufficient desks, overcrowded classrooms, inadequate materials, 

preponderance of unqualified teachers characterized the entire system which have made management of 

secondary education in Rivers state very difficult. Adama cited in Zifawei(2018) also lamented that the 

necessary facilities needed by the school to aid the actualization of the Child rights Act are not provided 

by the government. All these factors posed stumbling blocks to school management for effective school 

administration in Rivers State. 

Corporal Punishment       

Corporal punishment is regarded as a means of maintaining discipline in the school. The necessity to 

discipline the students based on the traditional belief that the child’s nature was evil and that the evil must 

be dealt with ruthlessly. Experts in the field of education urge educators and school management to use 

discipline instead of punishment proactively and constructively. Several disciplinary approaches such as 

corporal punishment, suspension, expulsion etc are civil right abuses which affect the dignity of the 
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students and run a foul of the Child Rights Act 2003.Nakpodia (2010) stated that for student discipline to 

be legally enforceable, school rules and regulations are to be reasonable, have educational purpose and 

are administratively feasible. 

The Child Rights Act stipulates that the child is entitled to freedom of movement subject to parental 

control which should not be harmful to the child. Today, school management have put certain measures in 

their rules and regulations to regulate, curtail and control the movement of their students in schools. The 

right to personal liberty of the child provides that school administration is not to restrict the student’s 

liberty or detain them in a room. The essence however, was basically to improve the quality of life of 

children worldwide and refocus global attention on the development of the child. Therefore, the Child 

Rights Act 2003 incorporates all the rights and responsibilities of children and consolidates all laws which 

provide for the protection and care of the Nigerian child into a single legislation.In our secondary schools 

today in Rivers State, student’s rights are violated with reckless abandon. Secondary school students are 

forcefully detained, bullied, maltreated, physically and sexually abused, initiated into cults and sometimes 

beating with severe injuries etc. with the principal and school management unable to salvage the situation. 

Teachers Recruitment 

The compliance to teacher’s recruitment as regards public secondary school education in Rivers State is 

significantly low. This can be summed to mean employing teachers with minimum of Bachelor of 

Education degree or a bachelor degree in any discipline plus post graduate diploma (TRC, 2004). Despite 

the emphasis placed on this policy, many teachers serving in both public and private secondary schools in 

Rivers State do not have the minimum entry qualification, it may not attract any further debate that 

teaching jobs in Rivers State and across the nation at the secondary school level is all comers affair. 

In 2012, the Rivers State Government under Governor Rotimi Amaechi recruited thirteen thousand, two 

hundred teachers (13,200) into primary and post primary schools in the state. It was observed that a good 

number of the teachers have no Nigeria Certificate of Education (NCE) and bachelor of education degrees 

or attended any teaching training institution. In the light of this, Nakpodia (2011) said that caution should 

however be exercised to the quality of teachers being selected to teach in schools, because they pose 

serious danger to students’ academic performance and school administration. 

In course of this policy, there was the need to visit public secondary schools across the twenty three (23) 

local government areas of Rivers State and observe the categories of persons recruited by Amaechi’s 

administration. It is glaring that they range from the very qualified and those not qualified. Qualification, 

in this context refers to the entry educational qualification of bachelor of education degree. It may be of 

interest to know that the survey conducted by world conference of organization of the teaching profession 

in 1961, covering 23 African nations, it was observed that the status of the teaching profession in Africa is 

low. Recruitment has been haphazard, while training has been inadequate. The recruitment programme 

for teachers should include careful evaluation of the academic and personal attributes in order to meet the 

child rights Act policy. Thus, recruitment of unprofessional teachers by the Ministry of education to teach 

in schools have adversely affected management of Public Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State in 

relation to the child rights Act policy 2009. 

 

Rivers State Government Efforts on the Child Rights Act Policy 

The Child Rights Act is meant for the benefit of parents, guardians and government as partners in the 

development of children. Rivers State government since signing this act into law in 2009 has taken a bold 

step in the implementation of the Child Rights Act policy by noting that the responsibility of realizing 

these rights encapsulated in the state’s Child Rights Act 2009, is not only the concern of the government 

but the parents, individuals, philanthropists as well as organizations, are all stakeholders in the task of 

ensuring a good child’s welfare.  

The government had gone ahead to liaise with the Niger Delta Children’s Rights Watch (NDCRW). This 

is a non-governmental organization initiative which operates in four states of Niger Delta (Rivers, 

Bayelsa, Akwa Ibom and Cross Rivers State). The duty of NDCRW is to campaign to prevent the abuse 

of children by monitoring and investigating cases of child abuse by working with agencies such as the 
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police, social welfare etc and to raise awareness about Child Rights in Niger Delta States and Nigeria at 

large. 

In addition, the government had gone forward to establish free and compulsory universal basic education 

and also to spread kindergarten educational centres in the state or across the state. Also, to tackle the right 

to medical care, the government has also put in place a Medicare programme for children under age 6. 

Recently, the Rivers State government launched a programme into the express ways to rid the town of 

hawkers with special attention on child hawkers. More so, the Child Rights Act policy in Rivers State 

makes it a crime to abuse children in schools and other public places. The days of violent punishing of a 

child in secondary schools are over. The time is ripe for people to respect the needs of the children 

especially teachers and school management and treat them with the dignity they rightly deserve. Also, the 

government had gone further to the equipping and refurbishing of the school of the handicap, Borokiri, 

Port Harcourt are all testimonies of what the government is doing to better the life of children in this 

schools. 

With this development, school management and its teachers know that it is not only a crime to harm a 

child but it is also punishable by law. The Child Rights law spelt it clearly that no child shall be subjected 

to physical, mental or emotional injury, abuse, neglect, torture, inhumane or degrading punishment and 

attacks on his/her honour. It is also a crime in secondary schools in Rivers State for a teacher or school 

administration to call a child a witch, wizard or any derogatory names that impinged on the dignity of the 

child, such a teacher could be arrested, charged and imprisoned if found guilty. Calling any child a witch 

has serious long effect on the Childs wellbeing. 

Statement of the Problem 

School management is based on policies in education. The socio-political situation in the past years is 

quite filled with issues of the abuses of the right of the children. The prevalence of street children roaming 

the streets and major motor parks, hawking wares even during school hours and of course the child labour 

of various sorts are all cases of abuses of the Nigerian children. The child rights act recognizes the child 

as a sacred human being and as total subject of their own alienable rights. The essence, however of the 

child rights act policy was basically to improve the quality of life of children and refocus global attention 

on the development of the child. The constant violations of the children rights prompted the government 

to enact law protecting the child right which by its adoption by the various states became an issue, even 

where it was domesticated, to protect the child rights has not been achieved. This is obvious in the 

insignificant difference on the lives of the children in schools in the various states before and after its 

passage. There is hardly any secondary school in Nigeria that numerous abuses and violations are not 

observed. 

Purpose of the study 
The purpose of the study was to investigate effects of child Right Act Policy in public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State. Specifically, the objectives of the study were to: 

1. determine the extent the child rights act policy effect the management of public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State. 

2.  determine the effect of political factor on the implementation of the child right Act policy on the   

management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

3. determine the effect of non-enforcement of the child rights act policy on the  management of public 

secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were posed 

1. To what extent does the Child Rights Act policy affect the management of public secondary 

schools in Rivers State? 

2. To what extent does political factor affect the implementation of child rights Act policy on the 

management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State? 

3. To what extent does non-enforcement of child rights Act policy affect the management of public 

senior secondary schools in Rivers State? 
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Hypotheses  

The following null hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance: 

1. There is no significant effect between the mean ratings of male and female principals on the extent 

Child Rights Act policy influence management of secondary schools in Rivers State. 

2. There is no significant effect between the mean ratings of male and female principals on the extent 

political factor affect the implementation of the child right Act policy on the management of public 

secondary schools in Rivers State. 

3. There is no significant effect between the mean ratings of male and female principals on the extent 

non-enforcement of child rights Act policy affect the management of public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study was carried out in Rivers State public senior secondary schools. The study adopted the survey 

research design as it attempts to describe the present condition of a given phenomenon by collecting data 

from a defined population. The population of the study was 268 principals made up of 146 males and 122 

female principals of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. The entire population was taken as a 

census without sampling due to the small and manageable size of the population. A self –structured 

questionnaire titled Child Rights Act Policy on Management of Secondary Schools Questionnaire 

(CRAPMSSQ) with 15 questionnaire items on modified validated four point rating scales response option 

such as strongly agreed (SA)=4, Agreed (A)=3, Disagreed (D)=2 and strongly disagree (SD)=1. 

Reliability index of 0.82 was obtained using test-re-test method. Data obtained was analyzed using mean 

(x) and z test. Specifically, the mean (x) was used to answer the research questions while the z-test was 

used to test hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amadi….. .. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 9(4):14-28, 2021 



23 
 

RESULTS  

Research Question 1: To what extent does the Child Rights Act policy affect the management of public 

secondary schools in Rivers State? 

Table 1: Mean responses of male and female principals on the extent Child Rights Act policy affect 

the management of secondary schools in Rivers State. 

                               n=146                 n=122 

  Male Principals Female Principals   

S/N   SD1  SD2 Average 

mean 

Decision  

1 Child Rights Act policy 

affords the child access to 

compulsory and quality 

education which leaves 

school management with 

the burden of managing 

large number of students. 

3.00 0.98 3.16 0.96 3.08 SA 

2 The Child Rights Act 

policy provides guideline 

for school management on 

the manner students 

should be disciplined. 

3.10 0.80 3.35 0.83 3.25 SA 

3 Child Rights Act affords 

school management the 

rights to exercise 

reasonable supervision 

over the conduct of 

children 

3.14 0.95 3.08 0.83 3.05 SA 

4 The Child Rights Act 

policy provides a legal 

backing for school 

management to discipline 

teachers who abuse 

students 

3.02 0.97 3.00 0.86 2.89 A 

5 The Child Rights Act 

policy ensures school 

management protects the 

child from all forms of 

abuses while in school. 

2.77 0.95 3.29 0.85 3.15 SA 

 Grand Mean 2.99 0.93 3.18 0.87 3.08 SA 

Source: Field Survey, 2021. 

 

Table 1 above for research question 1 revealed that respondents agreed to questionnaire items (1-5) on the 

extent Child Rights Act policy effect the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State 

with a grand mean of 2.99 and 3.18 for male and female principals respectively, the answer to research 

question 1 is that the Child Rights Act policy affect the management of public senior secondary schools in 

Rivers State. 
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Research Question 2: To what extent does political factor effect the implementation of the child rights 

Act policy on the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State? 

Table 2: Mean responses of male and female principals on the extent political factor affect the 

implementation of child rights Act policy on the management of public senior secondary schools in 

Rivers State. 

                                             n= 146                     n= 122 

S/N Items  Male Principals Female Principals  

 

 

  SD1  SD2 Average 

Mean 

Decision 

6 As a result of the Child Rights 

Act policy secondary schools 

are over populated. 

3.30 0.68 3.09 0.72 3.19 SA 

7 Corporal punishments are still 

prevalent in public secondary 

schools despite the Child 

Rights Act policy. 

3.04 0.79 2.86 0.81 2.99 A 

8 There are lack of classroom 

blocks, learning materials as a 

result of the Child Rights Act. 

3.17 0.79 2.80 0.94 2.99 A 

9 The school management and 

teachers are rendered helpless 

to instill discipline in schools 

as a result of the Child Act 

Policy. 

3.14 0.81 3.06 0.44 3.10 SA 

10 The fate of children hangs in 

the balance due to non 

implementation and 

enforcement of the Child Right 

Act policy in secondary 

schools. 

2.98 0.99 2.96 0.78 2.97 A 

 Grand Mean 3.13 0.81 2.95 0.74 3.05 SA 

Source: Field Survey, 2021. 

Table 2 above for research question 2 revealed that respondents strongly agreed to questionnaire items (6-

10) on the extent political factor effect implementation of the Child Rights Act policy in the management 

of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State, with grand mean of 3.13 and 2.95 for male and female 

principals. The answer to research question 2 is that political factor effect the implementation of Child 

Rights Act on the management of public secondary schools in Rivers State. 
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Research Question 3: To what extent does non-enforcement of child rights Act policy affect the 

management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State? 

Table 3: Mean responses of male and female principals on the extent non-enforcement of child 

rights act policy effect the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

                         n= 146                                   n= 122 

S/N Items  Male Principals Female Principals  

 

 

 
 

SD1  
SD2 Average 

Mean 

Decision 

11 Lack of unification of all 

laws on children’s rights 

by the government so that 

what is applicable in one 

state is also applicable to 

the other 

2.98 0.75 2.93 0.82 2.96 A 

12. Inability of government to 

provide legally binding 

instruments for protection 

of children’s rights and 

setting up of family and 

school counts to try 

offenders. 

2.89 0.79 2.78 0.80 2.84 A 

13. Lack of political wall and 

commitment towards the 

child rights act policy by 

those in authority 

2.67 0.88 2.76 1.02 2.72 A 

14. Government inability to 

enforce appropriate 

legislations on child 

labour, hawking, street 

begging and early child 

marriage etc 

2.78 0.83 2.77 0.80 2.78 A 

15. The child rights 

implementation committee 

lacks the mobilization and 

capacity to effectively 

advocate and facilitate the 

contents of the law. 

3.02 0.90 2.74 0.78 2.88 A 

 Grand Mean 2.87 0.83 2.79 0.84 2.84 A  

Source: Field survey, 2021. 

 

Table 3 above for research question 3 revealed that respondents agreed to questionnaires (11-15) on the 

extent of non-enforcement of the child rights act policy effect the management of public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State, with grand mean of 3.13 and 2.95 for male and female principals. The answer to 

research question 3 is that non-enforcement of child rights act policy influence management of public 

senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 
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Hypotheses  

Ho1: There is no significant effect between the mean opinion scores of male and female principals on 

the extent Child Rights Act policy effect management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Table 4: Z-test analysis of difference between the mean scores of male and female principals on the 

extent Child Rights Act policy effect management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers 

State. 

Variables  N  
 

SD Df Cal-Z Critical 

Z-value 

Decision  

Male  146 2.99 0.93 266 -1.65 ± 1.96 Failed to 

reject Female  122 3.18 0.87    

 

Table 4 revealed that the Z-test analysis of male and female respondents on how Child Rights Act policy 

influence management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. The table also revealed z-

calculated value of - 1.65 at degree of freedom of 266 and 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated 

value was less than the critical z-value of ±1.96, the null hypothesis was accepted which states that there 

is no significant difference between the mean scores of male and female principals on the extent Child 

Rights Act policy effect the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Ho2:  There is no significant effect between the mean scores of male and female principals on the extent 

political factors effect implementation of Child Rights Act policy on the management of public senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Table 5: Z-test analysis of differences between the mean scores of male and female principals on the 

extent political factor effect the implementation of Child Rights Act policy on the management of 

public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Variables  N 
 

SD Df Cal-Z 

value 

Critical 

Z-value 

Decision  

Male 146 3.13 0.81 266 1.81 ± 1.96 Failed to 

reject Female 122 2.95 0.74    

 

Table 5 above showed that a z-calculated value of 1.81 which was less than the critical value of  at 

0.05 level of significance. Since the z-calculated value was less than the z-critical value, the null 

hypothesis was accepted which states that there is no significant effect between the mean scores of male 

and female principals on the extent political factor effect the implementation of Child Rights Act policy 

on the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Hypothesis 3:  

Ho3: There is no significant effect between the mean scores of male and female principals on the extent 

non-enforcement of child rights Act policy effect on the management of public senior secondary schools 

in Rivers State. 

Table 6: Z-test analysis of differences between the mean scores of male and female principals on the 

extent non-enforcement of the Child Rights Act policy effect the management of public senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Variables  N 
 

SD Df Cal-Z 

value 

Critical 

Z-value 

Decision  

Male 146        287               0.83 266 1.09 ± 1.96 Failed to 

reject Female 122        279 0.84    

 

The data in Table 6 above showed that z-calculated value of 1.09 at degree of freedom of 266 and 0.05 

level of significance. Since the calculated z-value of 1.09 is less than the z-critical value of ‡1.96, the null 

hypothesis was accepted. Thus implies that the hypothesis which states that there is no significant effect 

between the mean ratings of male and female principals on the extent non-enforcement of the child rights 

act policy effect management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State was upheld.  
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DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The result of the findings of research question 1 revealed that the Child Rights Act policy strongly effect 

the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. This is because majority of the 

respondents were of the view that Child Rights Act creates burden of managing large number of students, 

provides guidelines to school management for students discipline, gives school management right 

exercise for reasonable supervision, provides legal backing for school management to punish teachers 

misconduct and to ensure that school management protects the child from all forms of abuses. The 

findings agree with Ajayi and Adeyemi cited in Zifawei (2018) which recognizes the fact that basic 

education is a human right. The findings also agree with Igwe in Zifawei (2018) who stated that in the 

school system, school management and teachers play a vital role in moulding the character of children, 

thus partnering with biological parents in the upbringing of the children. 

The result of the corresponding hypothesis 1 showed that there is no significant effect between the mean 

ratings of male and female principals on the extent Child Rights Act policy effect management of public 

senior secondary schools in Rivers State. This finding agrees with United Nations convention on the 

rights of the child in Geneva 1980, which made provision for the protection of the rights of the child 

without discrimination of any kind. 

The result of the findings of research question 2 also agreed that political factor effect the implementation 

of the Child Rights Act policy on the management of public secondary schools in Rivers State. This is 

because all the respondents agreed that public secondary schools in Rivers State are over populated; 

corporal punishments are still prevalent in schools; lack of infrastructural facilities and instructional 

materials; inability of school management to instill discipline in schools; non-implementation and 

enforcement of the Child Rights Act policy in schools. These findings strongly agreed with Obashoro-

John (2015) who said that public secondary schools in Nigeria were faced with dilapidated structures, 

overcrowded classrooms, insufficient and inadequate furniture for staff and students, poor toilet facilities, 

poor environment, teachers’ negative attitudes to work and the learners etc. In addition the finding also 

agreed with Nwabueze (2015) when he stated that the child right act policy seem to have clipped the 

wings of the teacher in his duty of moral upbringing and discipline most especially in public schools. 

The result of the corresponding hypothesis 2 showed that there is no significant effect between the mean 

ratings of male and female principals on the extent political factor effect the implementation of Child 

Rights Act policy on the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  

The result of the finding of research question 3 agreed that the non-enforcement of the child rights act 

policy effect the management of public senior secondary schools in Rivers State. This finding agreed with 

the findings of Defense of children International (2014) which stated that due to lack of commitment 

towards the enforcement of the child rights act policy by those in authority, it has caused millions of 

children to be out of school and at the mercy of poverty, hunger, diseases, squalor and other forms of 

bondage. 

 

CONCLUSION  

There is hardly any state in Nigeria today that numerous abuses and violations are not seen. The 

implication of the passage of Child Rights Act law would ordinarily mean that children in secondary 

schools are well protected and a breach of the act attracts a punishment to the offenders. Enforcement and 

implementation of the Child Rights Act policy have been a difficult task because the government and the 

public lacks political will to empower the Child Rights implementation committee the capacity to 

effectively advocate and facilitate the content of the law. However, except the government begin 

immediate enforcement of the provisions of the law which it adopted in 2009, the purpose and benefits of 

the Act would continue to have little or no impact on the lives of the secondary school children. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Government should provide necessary facilities needed by school management to aid the 

actualization of the child rights Act. 
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2. There should be provision for setting up of a school and family courts to try suspects for 

adjudication of offenders which will bring an end to child abuse in schools by criminalizing and 

penalizing abusers. 

3. Government through the human rights commission should work on strategies and modalities to 

ensure enforcement of the child rights Act in all states of the Federation, including those states 

unwilling to domesticate it. 
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