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ABSTRACT 

The phenomenon of ‘white Africans’ and cultural imperialism has been a subject of scholarly interest in 

contemporary Nigeria’s discourse. Opinions over the variables that are responsible for this phenomenon 

differ. While some scholars argued that “White Africans” phenomenon and cultural imperialism 

constitute obstacles to political development in 21st Century Igbo Nation, others perceived the 

phenomenon as a welcome political development. This paper therefore locates the phenomenon within 

social organization of culture contact, interaction and domination made possible by imperial forces; slave 

trade, colonization, amalgamation and globalization resulting in dislodgment of Igbo indigenous politico- 

cultural values. The study argues that although the emergence of these imperial forces introduced alien 

political systems which lead to the emergence of unpopular leaders that culminated in the displacement and 

dismantling of indigenous political systems, these no doubt played pivotal roles in the political development 

of the Igbo nation. The research questions raised were: to investigate whether “white Africans” 

phenomenon and cultural imperialism actually constitute obstacles to political development in 21st 

century Igbo nation and to determine the extent these imperial forces have improved political 

development in Igbo nation. This paper was predicated on the theory of cultural imperialism while 

research design was ex-post-facto relying on secondary data and qualitative analysis. The paper 

concluded that although ‘white African’ phenomenon and cultural imperialism constituted obstacles to 

Igbo political development in 21st century Igbo nation, the phenomenon no doubt have helped in shaping 

the political culture of Igbo people. 

Keywords: White Africans phenomenon, cultural imperialism, political development. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Several scholars of social sciences agree that no culture is static. Every culture is susceptible to change if 

it must survive. That may be the reason why Obioha (2010) rightly argued that “no man is an Island to 

himself and likewise, no tribe or nation is an Island on itself’’. This implies therefore that in the process 

of inter-tribal or international contacts and interactions, there are interaction of cultures and thus, 
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borrowing and diffusion of cultures amongst tribes or nations is inevitable. Obioha further affirmed that 

this is in itself not unusual but unusual and unfortunate is the domination of one culture over the other 

(Obioha 2010). This according to Ekwuru (1999) is an evil of acculturation. Amadi et.al (2015, p. 3) 

strongly argued that "cultural changes are inevitable in human existence but not when it is fostered with 

discrimination, domination, exploitation for selfish political and economic interests, insulated from the 

wellbeing of the people." Deriving from the analysis based on the above assertion by Amadi, is the fact 

that cultural change should evolve from the people, based on their commonly shared attributes, mores and 

interests that could be transformed over time and not through external ploy. 

Also in the opinion of Akanle (2012, p.l) "it is true that African cultures are under threat, particularly the 

Igbo culture. According to him, these cultures including political culture have in fact been pushed beyond 

their limits of tolerance in manners that suggest danger of extinction.  The danger as suggested by Akanle 

implies imposition of western culture including political culture which have systemically mutated, 

distorted, dislodged and displaced the alleged hitherto rich, dynamic and cherished indigenous Igbo 

political and administrative culture. Fundamentally, when culture which is therefore defined by Mkpa 

(2001, p. 11 2) "as totality and distinctive way of life of a people, their complete design for living", is 

mutated, distorted, dislodged and displaced by western culture, it results in cultural imperialism and loss 

of cultural identity, and consequently leads to emergence of "white African" phenomenon which means a 

situation in which Western life is being adopted as the normal way of life. This paper therefore locates the 

phenomenon within social organization of culture contact, interaction and domination, resulting in 

mutilation, dislodgment and disarticulation of Igbo indigenous politico- cultural values and identity in 21st 

century Igbo nation.  

 It is pertinent to note that Africans, especially the Igbo people, who according to Egboh cited in 

Ikegwu(2011) have embraced other people’s culture particularly the western European and American 

type, much more than other Nigerian peoples, to the detriment of their own culture. Today the average 

Igbo man tend most recklessly towards abandoning their indigenous culture and tradition to embrace 

foreign culture hook line and sinker and strive to be more western than the west, a scenario that have 

earned them the derogatory name “white Igbo man” (Onyeocha Nnaya Di Oji).  

 But in the real sense, no culture can survive on its own alone without active interactions and connection 

with other people’s culture. Although the emergence of the imperial forces such as slave trade, 

colonization, amalgamation, globalization, which resulted in the alleged dislodgment of Igbo indigenous 

politico- cultural values, introduction of strange political systems, and imposition of unpopular leaders have 

continued to be the bane of political development in Igbo nation, these factors have no doubt played 

pivotal roles in political development in Africa and Igbo nation in particular. The ‘White Africans’ 

phenomenon and cultural imperialism remains subject of scholarly debate in contemporary African 

countries, particularly in Igbo nation. This is because there are divided opinions on whether White 

Africans’ phenomenon and cultural imperialism actually constitute obstacle to political development in 

the 21st century Igbo nation.  

The incursion of these contemporary western imperial forces such have become a  worrisome situation to Igbo 

nation and their indigenous culture, political values and practices. But that does not mean that cultural 

interaction and exchange is entirely bad, since the world is fast becoming a global village, where no particular 

culture can survive without the others. The above assertion was supported  by  Orabueze (2011, p.84),  who 

opined that "the 21st century with its computerization, internet and the emergence of borderless countries has its 

negative as well as positive side effects on the African people and this in fact is true of the Igbo nation”.  Be 

that as it may, the negative impacts of these contemporary western imperial forces cannot be underrated in 

their undue influence on the Igbo nation and their values, their indigenous knowledge system and political 

culture but their pivotal roles in shaping and modernizing political system in Igbo nation can hardly be ignored.  

The thrust of this study therefore is to investigate whether “white Africans” phenomenon and cultural 

imperialism actually constitute obstacles to the political development of the Igbo nation this 21st century 

and to determine the extent to which these imperial forces have improved political development in Igbo 

nation. This paper is therefore significant, as it recommends that urgent measures should be taken to 
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stimulate the restoration and preservation of indigenous Igbo political culture and civilization. It also 

recommended careful blending of Igbo indigenous political culture with other world cultures. 

.   

Conceptual Clarifications 

 “White Africans” Phenomenon 

 The term "white Africans" means a situation in which Western life is being adopted as the normal way of life. 

The 'White Africans "phenomenon equally refers not only to an Africans made up of 'White people' but one 

in which the European culture and ways of life are adopted and dominated as the ways of life of the dark 

skinned man” (Babafemi, 2014, p.30). The concept 'white Africans' also refers to a nation or ethnic group 

whose cultural norms, method of doing things, philosophies and principles of life have changed drastically 

over the time due mainly to their past and present contacts and interactions with other people's patterns of life 

other than their own.  

Many existing literatures reviewed in course of this study revealed that one of the major effects of cultural 

imperialism in recent times is the evolution of "white Africans "phenomenon.  According to Ihebuzor (2013, 

p.70), “the imperial induced processes have led to 'white Africans' phenomenon and total decline of Igbo 

indigenous culture and identity.  

Be that as it may, since every culture is susceptible to change and no man is an Island to himself, likewise, 

no tribe or nation is an Island on itself, cultural changes are inevitable. This implies according to Obioha 

(2010) that in the process of inter-tribal or international contacts and interactions, there are interaction of 

cultures and thus, borrowing and diffusion of cultures amongst tribes or nations is inevitable. 

 

Cultural Imperialism 

To fully understand the concept cultural imperialism, we should first define the word culture. Culture according 

to Akanle (2012, p. 1) "is the totality of ways and manners people live their lives and make sense out of their 

existences". These existences refer to total being to include political, spiritual, material, intellectual, 

emotional, environmental and even response to natural occurrences.  It is defined according to the Mexico 

conference on culture cited in Aig-Imokhuede (2006: 135) as"the whole complex of distinctive, spiritual, 

material, intellectual and emotional features that characterize society or social group”. On the other hand, 

Nigerian Policy on Culture defined culture as ‘totality of the ways of life evolved by a people in their attempts to 

meet the challenges in their environment, which gives order and meaning to their social, political, economic, 

aesthetic and religious norms and mode of organization, thus distinguishing a people from their neighbours’ 

(Nigeria Cultural Policy, 1988) cited in Aig-Imokhuede, (2006).  

Cultural imperialism is therefore defined by Ekeanyanwu (2007, p.63) as "the subjugation of a local 

culture and the imposition of an alien culture on the local one." It is a form of imperialism in that the 

imposing community forcefully extends the authority of its way of life over the other population by either 

transforming or replacing aspects of the non dominant community’s culture. Cultural imperialism has 

generated a lot of controversy with regards to cultural adulteration and near extinction of Igbo rich and 

cherished culture. The effects of cultural imperialism on Igbo indigenous culture have become worrisome 

and have also permeated into not only the Igbo cultural life, but also affect their political development.  

 

Political Development 

Political development can simply be defined as an increase in national political unity and participation. 

The concept political development can be regarded as the model or theory that is often employed or 

adopted by scholars or students of developmental studies, democratic studies, etc. to describe the 

developmental process in a democracy (Ayeni, 2019)..Somjee (1992) opines that political development is 

the growth of people’s ability to hold their rulers accountable for their political action.  Other scholars like 

Pye (1966), Huntington (1971), Finer (1988), Huntington (1965) and others cited in Ayeni (2019), 

.defined the concept political development variously. According to Finer (1988), the level of political 

culture determines the level of political development. Finer believes that the level of political 

development will eventually determine the level of development in any society. Huntington (1965) sees 

political development as “the institutionalization of political organizations and procedures”. Huntington 
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says that the institutions of political organizations must be strengthened for there to be development. Pye 

(1966) contends that Political development does involve mass participation and popular involvement in 

political activities. Pye holds that for there to be development in a country, the majority of her citizens 

must participate in political activities. 

There are many other indicators used in determining political development in a society; they include 

economic development, social development, cultural development and psychological development. For 

lack of time and space, we cannot discuss them in details.  

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY 

It is apparent that the emergence of the "white Africans" phenomenon was triggered and exacerbated by the 

incursion of western cultural imperialism. The impacts of slavery, colonialism, civilization, mass media 

and lastly the globalization have negatively and positively played overwhelming roles in African countries 

and their cultures, particularly in Igbo nation. The consequences are the dismantling and abandoning of the 

alleged hitherto rich, cherished and dynamic Igbo indigenous cultural system and replacing them with alien 

culture which claimed to be more modernized. The study adopted the theory of cultural imperialism as 

propounded by Herbert Schiller in 1973. According to Anaeto et al (2008, p. 151), “it is a theory that 

postulates that western nations dominate the media around the world, which in turn has a powerful effect on 

Third World cultures including the Igbo nation, by imposing on them western values through the 

introduction of western mass media and thereby destroying their native cultures and traditional way of living. 

This is mainly because human beings react more to what they see, hear or read on televisions, radios, internets, 

books etc. This study also adopted qualitative method of data collection and analysis based on the logical 

deduction and analysis of documents. The adoption of this method of data collection becomes imperative 

because the study largely made use of qualitative data generated from secondary sources.  

 

White Africans Phenomenon and Cultural Imperialism, Obstacle to Political Development in 21ST 

Century Igbo Nation  
The central argument of this paper stems from the submission that imperial forces such as slavery , 

colonialism and amalgamation, civilization, mass media and globalisation serves as vehicles of implantation 

of cultural imperialism and emergence of 'white Africans' phenomenon in Africa and Igbo nation in 

particular. These imperial forces did not only impose western culture on Igbo nation but distorted and 

retarded both political and economic development of the indigenous Igbo society. As noted by Arowolo 

(2010, p. 1), “it is important to stress that colonialism distorted and retarded the pace and tempo of cultural 

growth and trend of civilization in Africa. He further stated that: of the most profound consequences of slave 

trade, colonization, civilization, mass media and globalization has been how the political and economic 

rape of the colonies has also led to what sometimes seem to be an unbridgeable cultural gap between the 

nations that were the beneficiaries of these forces and those that were the victims of the colonial assault, 

(Arowole 2010, p.l). We will at this point analyze both the negative and positive influences of White African 

phenomenon and cultural imperial forces on indigenous Igbo political development. 

There is no gain denying the obvious fact that the era of colonial   pillage and plunder led to the relative 

retardation and stagnation often precipitous to the decline of traditional political development in Igbo nation, 

a situation that has continued to persist up till this 21st century. Some of the identified  factors that leads to the 

emergence  of “White Africans” phenomenon, cultural imperialism and  their consequences on political 

development in 21st century Igbo nation includes: arbitrary nature of colonialism and amalgamation, 

introduction of the strange political system, culture of segregation, marginalization and selective treatment, 

imposition of unpopular and bad leaders, the displacement and dismantle of indigenous political systems and 

institutions and, in its place establishment of foreign rule. 

 

Arbitrary Nature of Colonialism and Amalgamation 

The colonialism and amalgamation of Nigeria was essential to the understanding of the origin and 

processes of “white Africans” phenomenon and cultural imperialism in Africa, particularly in Igbo nation.  It is 

important to stress that the emergence of “white Africans phenomenon” and cultural imperialism on their 
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own is not bad but the holistic displacement, distortion and retardation of the hitherto well organized and 

orderly Igbo societies in every sphere of  life pointed to the height, depth and effectiveness of imperial forces. 

There are historical evidences from existing literatures which showed that  the Igbo nation before the 

emergence of western cultural imperialism and "white Africans" phenomenon,  enjoyed a well-structured and 

organized political systems and institutions which sustained them for many centuries", (Rodney, 1972, p.272). 

But with the forceful colonization and imposition of western political cultures through the imperial 

forces, the indigenous political systems and institutions began to decline. Orabueze (2011, p. 83) 

collaborated the above assertion in respect to the Igbo nation when she stated that “the journey of the 

Igbo culture into decline, like the other African cultures started when the Europeans set their foot on Igbo 

land, particularly the British colonialists” The emergence of western cultures which midwife cultural 

imperialism and subsequently the "white Africans" phenomenon delved devastating blows on indigenous 

political system and culture. Since then things started falling apart and in the words of Chinua Achebe in his 

famous book “Things Falling Apart”(1958), “the centre could no long hold” 

It is pertinent to note that the decisiveness of western imperialism with negative consequences for Africans 

according to Rodney (1972, p.272) " sprang mainly from the fact that Africans lost power, which is the 

ultimate determinant in any human society, and being basic to the relations within any group and between 

groups". There are some historical evidences to prove that during the centuries of pre-colonial periods, the 

Africans and the Igbos in particular wielded some control over social, political and economic life of their 

society without any interference. These powers no matter how little, controlled by Africans especially the 

Igbos over their internal matters disappeared under colonialism and  forceful amalgamation of the disparate 

multi ethnic nationalities with different customs, tradition and political culture. By so doing, the Igbos and 

Nigeria at large ceased to set indigenous cultural goals and standard of their own, and therefore lost full 

command of bringing up the members of their society in indigenous knowledge of political system.  

The above scenario concurred with the assertion by a Tunisian writer Albert Memmi cited in Rodney (1972, 

p.272) who succinctly argued that "the most serious blow suffered by the colonized nations or societies like the 

Igbo, is being removed from their history and from their community. Colonization and amalgamation usurps 

all the administrative roles in either war and peace, take every decision contributing to their destiny and that 

of the Africa, and all cultural and social responsibility" (1972, p.272).   Taking a cue from the above argument, 

it is obvious that removal of Igbo people or nation from their history and tradition follows logically from the 

loss of political power which is what imperialism; colonization and globalization stand to achieve. 

 

Introduction of Strange Political Systems and Institutions (West minister Liberal Democracy) 

It is important to note that before the emergence of the so called Westminster liberal democracy which is one of 

the acclaimed achievements of the British colonialists and imperialists in Africans and indeed in Igbo nation, the 

Igbo did have their own viable and workable pattern of democracy, no matter how crude it was.  But when the 

said indigenous political democracy in Igbo nation and its processes were submerged by a more superior and 

sophisticated western systems of governance (west minister liberal democracy), the Igbo traditional political 

culture tends toward extinction, due mainly because the imported political systems appeared to be more ideal and 

modernized. As insisted by Mimiko (2010, p.640) that in the epoch before contact and interaction between 

Europe and Africa, "the Africans not only developed relatively advanced state structures which had been in 

use for many centuries, but with the emergent of  colonial African states  with sophisticated systems of 

political rule and  stronger democratic foundations, the Igbo indigenous political system collapsed. Mimiko 

further argued  that the basis of the advertised inability of Igbo societies to sustain  their indigenous 

democracy in contemporary (post  colonial)  times could not have consisted in the absence of a democratic 

culture on their part, rather it is the residue of constraints that were attendant upon imperialism, which has 

been the dominant experience of the African people since the fourteenth century, defined most profoundly by 

slavery, colonialism, neo-colonialism, and their handmaiden, military governance (Mimko, 2010)  

 From the foregoing arguments as presented by Mimiko, it is clear that the Igbo nation before colonization and 

amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914 by British colonial masters had fairly "sophisticated systems of political rule 

in their various kingdoms, villages and communities, with strong democratic foundations. But in fairness, it 

cannot be compared with British political system and administration. Although the indigenous political system 
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during pre-colonial era claimed to be sophisticated, well-structured and highly organized and according to 

some available literatures were well rooted in their cultural norms, values and ethos of the people, it can 

hardly alone without external influence. 

This paper observed that contrary to the erroneous impression expressed by Europeans scholars, that the 

inability of the Africans including the Igbo nation to develop and maintain democratic governance in pre-

colonial, colonial periods and in the contemporary or post-colonial times could be located from the absence 

of advance democratic culture in Africa, cannot be sustained, but it is rather as a result of imperial threats. 

Mimiko further stated that the term liberal democracy in real sense of it, is all about good governance where 

the interests of the govern is directed to the wishes and welfare of the masses and not to the interests of a few 

people in position of authority, their friends, families and cronies as is prevalent today in Igbo nation. It may be 

absence of these laudable tenets of the western democratic governance in Africa that motivated and attracted the 

interests of Nigerians and the Igbos in particular to copy and adopted western political systems without 

questioning its suitability to the political and cultural values, norms and tradition of the country. The result is 

persistent political wrangling and instability being experiencing in Igbo society.  

As rightly noted by Amucheazu (1980, p. 15) "indeed the failure of the 1st republic has been blamed on Nigeria 

attempt to operate a constitution that is not in keeping with the political culture of Nigeria". This is equally 

applicable to the Igbo political system which has changed a great deal with the introduction of Westminster 

liberal democracy which has edged out indigenous political ruler and regulation. As pointed out by 

Akanle (2012, p. 2) "the Igbo political culture was patterned along gerontocracy and decentralization or 

cephalous arrangements, where decisions were taken in a village square sitting in a manner that accommodate 

all and taking decisions democratically". These well-structured and laudable Igbo traditional methods of 

administration were abandoned by the Igbo people in their mad quest for west minister liberal democracy. The 

question is what are the benefits of embracing Western democracy on the Igbo nation?  Many people may see it 

as the right way to go as it creates a fair opportunities to participate in governance coupled with the fact that 

democracy promotes development.  

Be that as it may, the foregoing reasons are always offered by ill-informed foreigners and indoctrinated "white 

Africans" who had already bleached their indigenous political culture and replaced it with western political 

democracy. The fact still remained that the so called Westminster liberal democracy create opportunity to 

corrupt politicians who are prepared to fight, kill or bribe their ways into public offices. The above view 

notwithstanding, it is still feasible and appropriate to arrive at the principles of democracy using African 

forms, patterns and processes.  

 

Culture of Segregation, Marginalization and Selective treatment 

The white men from onset saw and regarded Africans as inferior race. They saw nothing good in Africans and 

their culture. Their only interest was to exploit the human power and natural resources of Africans. The 

foregoing assertions can be succinctly buttressed in the historical evidence of recorded account of  

dehumanization, torture and brutality suffered by Africans during periods of slave trade and colonialism. They 

saw Africans as primitive, backward and barbaric race that should be avoided for the fear of contamination. 

The introduction of the culture of segregation, marginalization and selective treatment by the British colonial 

masters who later at the point of their departure, bequeathed same on the colonized and post-colonial political 

leaders in Nigeria, especially in Igbo nation, has continued to be a serious challenge to political development in 

Igbo nation. This ugly colonial legacy had impacted and has continued to impact negatively on the political 

development-of Igbo nation. These negative attitudes of Colonial Master were unfortunately copied and 

internalized by Igbo political leaders without considering it's suitability to the political culture and traditions 

of the Igbo people. This scenario has continued to have serious consequences on political leadership of the 21s' 

century Igbo nation. This no doubt may have been the reason for persistent political instability in Igbo nation. 

This may also be why Ardnt (2008, p.23) posits that the European slavers and colonizers of Africa and 

Africans themselves "image Africans as morally, culturally, technically and religiously inferior to Europe".  

Orabueze (2011, p.84) equally emphasized on the above preposition and noted that "with this type of racial 

prejudice, the Europeans left no stone unturned to Europeanized the Africans". Europeanizing Africans 

literally means, according to Coleman (1959) cited in Rodney (2009:273) "disarticulation, dislodgement 
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and destruction of pristine African culture and forceful imposition of alien ways of life". It is therefore 

pertinent to say that the genesis of marginalization in Igbo nation no doubt started with the lopsided and faulty 

nature of British colonial amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914.  

 

Imposition of Unpopular and Bad Leaders 
The emergence of cultural imperialism culminating from colonialism, no doubt led to imposition of 

unpopular and bad leaders in Igbo nation. This is precisely the case of Igbo nation during the colonial 

administration. It is on record that virtually all the Warrant Chiefs in virtually all the towns and 

villages in colonial Igbo nation  were arbitrary conscripted or selected without due process to Igbo custom 

and tradition of heredity by the British colonial masters. The above argument is in agreement with the 

assertion by Chuta (2004, p. 18) that "there was scarcely any competition for admission into the priestly or 

political class since almost every status was acquired by due process of heredity". There was no concrete 

evidence to show that conscription or selection of the Warrant Chiefs were hereditary or democratically 

done since the consents of the people were not sought. The tendency was that such leaders were viewed as 

unpopular and bad leaders by the indigenes and therefore regarded as stooge to the white men. These 

leaders who acquired new identity by disowning their indigenous status know that they were unpopular but 

had the backing of the colonial masters, acted in contrary with the traditional and customary laid down rules 

and practices. These warrant Chiefs were not accountable to their indigenous people. They directed their 

respects and allegiance to their new masters who only use them to maintain law and order, to enable the 

British colonizers to perfect their policy of "divide and rule" basically for the purpose of achieving their 

economic and political interests. 

The above scenario no doubt have re-enforced and exacerbated the problem of Leadership and bad 

governance in Nigeria, more so in Igbo nation since the periods of colonization and amalgamation of the 

northern and southern protectorates by British colonialists and imperialists. This is in particular the case in Igbo 

nation where the selection or election of Igwe’s, Obi’s, Eze’s etc., were imposed on the citizens and thereby 

challenge the allege merits of Westminster liberal democracy.  

Today, the Igbo nation is one of the three largest ethnic groups that inherited selfish, corrupt and 

discriminative leadership style from their colonial masters. This ugly scenario has been the bane of Igbo 

political development, many years after independence.  Today, our traditional rulers, religious leaders, 

political elites have abounded the indigenous knowledge and values of political systems and institutions for 

white man's Westminster liberal democracy. 

 

The Displacement and Dismantle of Indigenous Political Systems and Institutions 
The displacement and dismantle of indigenous political systems and institutions is one of the worst 

devastating effects of cultural imperialism and “white Africans” phenomenon on Igbo nation. The introduction 

of a new system of institutions and administration unfamiliar to the Igbo political system by the colonial 

administration gave birth to a new socio-political structure which tends to displace and dismantle the 

indigenous political systems and institutions ((Ndem 2018).This new system of political structure and 

administration (Indirect Rule system), fashioned a new middle class with corrupt propensities (Warrant 

Chiefs). The effects of displacing and dismantling of indigenous political system and institutions are still 

worrisome and overwhelming for the Igbos as an ethnic group in Nigeria. The forceful  nature through which 

the British colonial master took away political power from the Igbo nation through conquests, 

subjugations and subsequent amalgamation' of Nigeria, facilitated displacement and dismantling of Igbo 

indigenous political systems and substituting the political history and culture of Igbo people with white 

man's political system and culture.  

 

Positive Influence of Imperial Forces on Political Development in Igbo Nation 

It is true that African political culture in general and Igbo political culture in particular, have to some 

great extent been devastated, mutilated, dislodged, disarticulated, displaced and dominated by western 

culture (Western Minister Democracy). But it is very wrong to continue to attribute the failure of Igbo 

political culture and values on the incursion of white African or Igbo phenomenon on cultural 
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imperialism. This is because the Igbo political culture could not in real sense have faired any better if they 

have retained and confided  their political culture and development within their indigenous culture and 

tradition. As it was argued that no tribe or nation is an island unto itself. This implies therefore that in the 

process of inter-tribal or international contacts and interactions through globalization, there is also 

interaction and learning from other cultures and thus, borrowing and diffusion of cultures amongst tribes 

or nations is inevitable. 

Be that as it may,  Africans and the Igbo people in particular, cannot deny that they have not benefited 

tremendously from the wave of imperial forces notwithstanding the alleged mutilation, dislodgement, 

disarticulation, displacement, domination and dismantling of Igbo indigenous traditions and cultural 

practices and substituting them with white man's culture. Some of the notable imperial forces as it 

concerned our study are the activities of slave traders, colonization, amalgamation, and the recent wave 

of globalization. In this study, we shall for lack of time and space, concentrate our discussion on the 

positive influence of globalization as one of the imperial forces on political culture and development in 

Igbo land.  

 There is no doubt the fact that Igbo culture have benefited severally from the wave globalization which is 

one of the recent imperial forces. It has both positive and negative ideology. But in this section we shall 

focus our attention on the positive ideology of globalization which according to Ikegwu (2011) generates 

increased international interaction, integration and cooperation in spheres of life including political 

culture. It has certainly improved some aspect of Igbo culture including political culture and 

administration. Below are some of the noticeable ways Igbo culture have benefited from globalization:  

The first positive influence is the broadening of the perspective of the Igbo both in thought and behavior 

and has allowed Igbo people the opportunity to experience other cultures and learn from them.  

In political spheres, globalization has had many positive consequences on political knowledge and 

culture, such as; in power sharing, participation and liberty of individual and groups and nongovernmental 

in politics. It helps to expansion of new political culture, weaken the role and hegemony of warrant chiefs 

and hereditary monarchs and their illegitimate controlling of political power.  

Importantly, globalization has also opened the Igbo people’s eyes to various other cultures, which 

has increased the Igbo people's understanding of themselves and people from other clime. Globalization 

has continued to play important parts in today’s world. However it is still uncertain as to whether or not it 

is indeed negatively influencing the world. This is because it has remarkably advanced the cultural status 

of Igbo people over the last half-century, with the breakthrough of modern technology. 

Globalisation as a process whereby the world gets connected and integrated has tremendously increased 

cultural exchange. The positive impacts of globalization on culture can be vividly found in global 

understanding, cultural identity enhancement.  

Since the phenomenon has come to stay in every nation and society, it is essential for Africans, 

particularly Igbo people to truly understand how it impacts them positively or negatively. This is because 

global understanding of the mentality of individuals and groups will allow them to appreciate the political 

history, culture and values of others and compare them with theirs. People will be exposed to different 

cultures, hence able to understand the cause and reason of cultures and better relate to one another  

On a finally note, globalization has undoubtedly succeeded in spreading cultural knowledge and traditions 

of various nations and tribes around the world, and binding them as one. Global understanding of cultures 

will make diverse people from different societies and nations to be more tolerant towards each other and 

help to achieve world peace. The researcher opined that Strengthening of global cultural understanding is 

very critical towards achieving sustainable world civilization and political development in Africa and in 

Igbo nation in particular.  

 

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

Based on the foregoing discussion, we came up with the following findings. Firstly it is glaring that “white Africans 

phenomenon and cultural imperialism constitutes serious obstacles to the development a sustainable indigenous political 

culture and administration in Igbo nation both during the colonial and contemporary periods due to arbitrary nature of 

colonialism and amalgamation,  coupled with the introduction of the strange political system, culture of 
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segregation, marginalization and selective treatment, imposition of unpopular and bad leaders, the 

displacement and dismantle of indigenous political culture and institutions   

Secondly, the finding averred that the genesis of Igbo political underdevelopment can be located from pre-colonial slave 

trade, forceful colonization, arbitrary amalgamation, and recent globalization policy by the super nation states, mainly 

against African countries and other less developed nations. Many Scholars in their various works also strongly subscribed 

to the fact that the forceful nature of colonization and arbitrary amalgamation of different ethnic groups in Nigeria, 

including the Igbo ethnic group has been a serious obstacle to political development in Igbo nation.  The paper noted with 

dismay that the effects of “white African phenomenon and cultural imperialism on Igbo political culture is highly 

worrisome, overwhelming and calls for a redress to restore indigenous culture in order to advance the political 

development of the Igbo nation in 21st century.   

Thirdly, the study note that before the emergence of Westminster liberal democracy which is one of the acclaimed 

achievements of the British colonialists and imperialists in Africa and indeed in Igbo nation, there were existing 

indigenous political systems.  But it was unfortunate that when the indigenous political system was submerged by 

the acclaimed superior and sophisticated western system of governance (west minister liberal democracy), 

adherence of the Igbo traditional political culture started dwindling and almost tending towards extinction.    

Fourthly, it is the finding of this paper that the culture of Segregation, marginalization and selective treatment 

as introduced by the colonialists and imperialists and inherited by Igbo political elites had been and continued to 

be obstacle to political development in Igbo nation. The study observed with dismay that white men from the 

onset saw and regarded Africans as inferior race. They saw nothing good in Africans and their culture. Their 

only interest was to exploit the human power and natural resources of Africans with total neglect of improving 

political culture and values. The foregoing assertion can be succinctly buttressed from the historical 

evidence of recorded account of dehumanization, torture and brutality suffered by Africans and the Igbos 

during periods of slave trade and colonialism. The westernizes saw African  political culture as primitive, 

backward and barbaric race that should be avoided for the fear of contamination.  

Fifthly, the imposition of unpopular and bad leaders is yet another critical obstacle to development of Igbo 

indigenous political system. The study noted that all the Warrant Chiefs in virtually all the towns and 

villages in colonial Igbo nation  were arbitrarily conscripted or selected without due process to Igbo custom 

and tradition of hereditary by the British colonial masters. The study strongly argued that there was no 

concrete evidence to show that conscription or selection of the Warrant Chiefs was hereditary or 

democratically done since the consents of the people and their culture were not sought. The tendency was that 

such leaders were viewed as unpopular by the indigenes and therefore regarded as stooges to the white men.  

Again, it is part  the finding of this paper that displacement and dismantling of indigenous political systems and 

institutions in Igbo land by colonial masters and missionaries has been a setback to political development in Igbo 

nation. The paper opined that the effects of displacing and dismantling of indigenous political culture and 

institutions are still worrisome and overwhelming for the Igbo as an ethnic group in Nigeria. It is noted that 

forceful nature by which the British colonial masters took away political power from the Igbo nation 

through conquests, subjugations and subsequent amalgamation of Nigeria, facilitated the displacement 

and dismantling of Igbo indigenous political culture. 

Despite the enumerated negative impacts of cultural imperialism, the phenomenon has tremendously 

improved and influenced political cultures in Africa and in Igbo land in particular. It has generates 

increased international interaction, integration and cooperation in all spheres of life including political 

culture. It has certainly improved some aspect of Igbo culture including political culture and 

administration. 

The study observed that led the broadening of perspective of the Igbo people both in thought and behavior 

and allowed them the opportunity to experience other cultures and learn from them. Take for instance, 

political knowledge and culture of power sharing, participation and liberty by individual and groups and 

nongovernmental in politics. The study noted that emergence of globalization helps to the expansion of 

new democratic political culture, weaken the role and hegemony of warrant chiefs and hereditary 

monarchs and their illegitimate controlling of political power. 

The study opined that positive influence of globalization on culture can vividly found in global 

understanding of political culture and enhancement cultural identity since the phenomenon has come to 
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stay in every nation and society. The study suggested that Africans, particularly Igbo people should truly 

understand how it impacts them in a good or bad ways. This is because global understanding of the 

mentality of individual and groups will allow them to appreciate the political history, culture and values 

of others and compare them with theirs. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

Although, some western based scholars argued that the western political systems and institutions are the right 

way to go as it creates opportunities to participate actively in governance and promote all round development, 

many scholars on the other hand, mainly of African origin opposed to the above assertion and stated rather 

that western political systems and institutions as were imposed on Africans are not feasible and appropriate 

to arrive at the principles of democracy using African forms, patterns and processes. This paper concluded 

by affirming that the ‘white African’ phenomenon and cultural imperialism constitute obstacles to Igbo 

political development in 21st century Igbo nation. The paper also concluded by asserting that although 

‘white African’ phenomenon and  imperial forces such as the wave of globalization constitutes obstacles 

to Igbo politico-cultural development in 21st century Igbo nation, the phenomenon no doubt have 

contributed immensely in shaping the political culture and knowledge of Igbo people. The paper 

recommends that urgent measures be taken to stimulate the restoration and preservation of indigenous 

Igbo culture and civilization since it is not yet out of place to return to and improve on our indigenous 

culture and the traditional model of political systems. It also recommended careful blending of Igbo 

indigenous political culture with other world cultures if the Igbo nation will continue be relevance 

globally. 
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