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ABSTRACT 
Currently, Nigeria faces various challenges in the management of its national borders, including the 

activities of transnational criminal organizations that traffic and smuggle persons, arms, and drugs; porous 

land borders, with several illegal crossing points that facilitate illegal activity; and the increasing activities 

of transnational terrorist groups like Boko Haram in Nigeria’s north east and Al Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM) (which operates in the Sahel region).In view of this, in recent public discussions there 

has been much slack talk of terrorists hiding in large numbers in refugee streams. This has made many 

people apprehensive about offering asylum seekers the assistance they are entitled to from countries 

which have signed and ratified the 1951 Convention and the 1967 United Nations Protocol relating to the 

Status of Refugees. This Research Paper explores and questions some assumed causal links between 

terrorism on the one hand and (forced and irregular) migration on the other. The paper delves into the role 

that state and non-state terrorism might have in causing migration as well as analyzing if and how 

refugees’ camps and the Diaspora community might be a target for radicalization.  To this end, data will 

be generated through observation and complemented with scholarly materials such as books, journals and 

government publications.  One of the findings of the paper is how migration control for the control of 

terrorism is a widely used instrument however; it might hurt bona fide migrants and legal foreign 

residents more than terrorists. Finally, this Research Paper offers recommendations that can go some way 

towards disentangling the issues of migration and terrorism. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The West Africa Region within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) since the 

past four decades is best described as a period of the battle for integration. According to ECOWAS 

document (1976), this is because regional integration has become a unique and distinctive characteristic 

of development efforts of nations in recent years. Conversely, evidence on the ground shows that these 

have tended to be just mere rhetoric effective actions have not been matched with word. This is because, 

since the inception of the Commission, free movement of persons and goods within the sub-region is still 

a mirage traceable to incompatibilities in immigration and customs policies, monetary zones, and official 

languages among member states which have ultimately impeded positive integration within the 

ECOWAS framework. The ECOWAS drive for integration is to largely strengthen internal solidarity 

among member states to enable the body and the nations in the sub-region harmonize positions and 

articulate them as collective agenda within the global political economy where unity of purpose is fast 

becoming a necessity within global-regional bloc formations. 

This mirage has equally found expression in the area of security challenges that have found expression in 

the areas of trans- boundary banditry and terrorism across their shared boarders. Our focus is on the latter. 

Cases of these abound but the cases of Sierra Leone, Liberia, Nigeria, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Niger and 

Mali are very important and worth noting as threats to the ECOWAS dream of collective vision of a 

peaceful, stable and economically prosperous and integrated sub-region. This also brings into focus the 

cases of trans-border banditry, terrorism and robbery common along the Chad, Cameroun, Niger and 

Nigeria borders as will be shown later in the work. Yet, while much have been written on the theory and 

practice of migration, free movement and integration in the ECOWAS sub-region, not much exists on the 

actual free movement of people and the  high incidence of trans-border terrorism. At the same time, the 

cherished ideal of integration has largely remained elusive even when peace and security are 

fundamentally acknowledged as critical to ECOWAS, especially relative to the ultimate goal of 

sustainable development. It is against this backdrop that this paper engages the problematic linkage 

between migration and terrorism. 

 

2.0. Review of Related Literature 
The study of terrorism and the study of migration have been two separate fields of study. While there is a 

vast literature on both, migration and on terrorism, there are no in-depth studies on the intersection of the 

two phenomena. Laqueur (1987) and Castles& Millar (2003) in their studies have tagged this epoch as 

Age of Terrorism and Migration respectively. Schmid (2016,p. 6) adds:    

We tend to think of migration only in terms of people crossing 

international borders but if we look at intra-state migration as 

well, the sheer extent of contemporary human mobility – free and 

forced, regular and irregular - becomes evident. About one in 

seven persons – almost one billion people – are migrants in this 

extended sense: 740 million of them are internal migrants and 215 

million international migrants – not counting tourists. These 

travelling people are driven by economic, environmental, political 

and other push and pull factors. Their number is likely to increase 

greatly in the years to come, with bad harvests due to climate 

change, rising sea levels and political instability and insecurity 

being major factors.  

 

In 2010, the IOM produced an up-dated report which aims to provide an overview of some of the most 

significant developments in recent years. Like the report of 2003, IOM produced the report International 

Terrorism and Migration, discussing the relationship between the two phenomena and noting some of the 

more prominent initiatives and measures in areas where inter-linkages exist between the two fields. Since 

then, national governments and international coalitions of organizations and states working at the regional 

and global level have made important progress in a number of key areas. The strategies developed in 
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relation to border control, carrier sanctions and extradition procedures among others have been applied 

and developed further in relation to the fight against terrorism (IOM, 2010).  

There are two major contending views on the relationship between migration and terrorism. These are the 

Human Right- Justice and Conservative-Right wing political / popular-media theses. 

2.1.1The Conservative-Right wing political / popular-media thesis 

Scholars from this strand posit that immigrants are to be blamed for increasing crime in many societies 

before and after the al Qaeda attacks of September 11, 2001 on the United States. As a result of this, 

migration was increasingly linked to international terrorism in the press, policy community and the public 

imagination. The association of migration to crime and terrorism is often overblown for political 

purposes. As a result of this linkage, immigrants are routinely blamed for increasing crime in many 

societies both before and after the al Qaeda attacks of September 11, 2001 on the United States soil 

(Koslowski, 2012). 

Nowrasteh (2016,p. 2) captured this sentiment when he documented that: 

This policy analysis identifies 154 foreign-born terrorists in the United States who 

killed 3,024 people in attacks from 1975 through the end of 2015. Ten of them were 

illegal immigrants, 54 were lawful permanent residents (LPR), 19 were students, 1 

entered on a K-1 fiancé(e) visa, 20 were refugees, 4 were asylum seekers, 34 were 

tourists on various visas, and 3 were from Visa Waiver Program (VWP) countries. The 

visas for 9 terrorists could not be determined. During that period, the chance of an 

American being murdered by a foreign-born terrorist was 1 in 3,609,709 a year. The 

chance of an American being killed in a terrorist attack committed by a refugee was 1 in 

3.64 billion a year. The annual chance of being murdered by somebody other than a 

foreign-born terrorist was 252.9 times greater than the chance of dying in a terrorist 

attack committed by a foreign-born terrorist. 

The securitization of migration which this thesis holds tenaciously has become a trending topic amongst 

International Relations academics, especially in relation to terrorism. However, these two are not new 

phenomena. Terrorist attacks started taking place almost as soon as States themselves were formed, but it 

became a salient international issue notably after 9/11. As for migration, many academics have argued 

that its securitization process started long before it became linked to terrorism. It was in fact Weiner3 who 

–for the first time in the academic sphere– raised the question of how migration could affect states’ 

security. Nonetheless, this issue moved to the top of the list of the international security agenda after 

nineteen hijackers were able to travel overseas, legally enter the United States and plan the attacks on the 

World Trade Center and the Pentagon. It has been argued that the international reaction to this event 

created a formal link between migration and counterterrorism6. After 9/11, many states developed new 

institutions with the aim of controlling migration flows and used them as counterterrorism methods. Even 

in Europe –where the idea of open borders was thriving– several institutions took advantage of this 

momentum to promote controversial migration laws (Waever, 1989, Waever & Bunzan, 1998, Huysmans, 

2000, Weiner, 1993, Feller, 2006, Adamson, 2006 & Faist,2004).   

Again this Conservative-Right wing political / popular-media view links migration to international 

terrorism in the press, policy community and the public imagination. As a result, the association of 

migration to crime and terrorism is often overblown for political purpose. As Adamson (2006), Huysmans 

(2000), Guild (2009), and Henly, et.al (2015), amongst others, have concluded that migration has been 

securitized, and even more when it became related to terrorism. Huysmans (Huysmans,2000, p.751) 

claimed that states fear migration since they consider it a destabilizing factor, which can destroy internal 

cohesion. This is to say that immigrants do not only affect the normal life of a reduced number of 

individuals, they endanger “a collective way of life that defines a community of people.” ( Huysmans, 

2006, p.45). In the beginning, this issue was mainly related to economic factors. Immigrants were 

considered ungrateful people, who were taking advantage of the welfare state. As Huysmans phrases it, 

scarcity led to a competition between immigrants and national citizens for the distribution of social goods. 

In more chauvinistic terms, immigrants were not only competitors, but also “illegitimate” claimants and 

beneficiaries of social economic rights (Huysmans, 2000, pp.751 & 767). 
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Related to the above, scholars such as Boswell (2007, Abrahamsen, 2005, &  Council of Europe, 2014), 

have argued that migration has not been securitized. They claim that instead of securitizing migration, 

countries have harnessed existing migration policies as a form of counterterrorism. However, they do not 

deny that some securitizing attempts have been made, but conclude that “political discourse and practice 

in Europe have remained surprisingly unaffected by the terrorism threat”( Boswell,2007, p.590).  

As Boswell argues that public debate on migration has remained relatively isolated from the anti-terrorist 

agenda, and “the main shift has occurred not so much in the area of migration control, where priorities 

and practices have by and large continued to develop along the lines already established before 9/11” 

(Boswell 2007: 601). In addition, she noted, migration was linked to terrorism only to the extent that it 

enabled the use of migration control policy tools for countering terrorism: “the linkage is evident in terms 

of the utilization of migration policy tools by agencies involved in counter-terrorism activities. Policy 

instruments such as databases providing information on foreign nationals, passenger information supplied 

by airline carriers, and checks at international borders have been harnessed in order to enhance the 

surveillance of suspected or potential terrorists” (Boswell 2007: 601 Cited by Arena,2017,p.7). 

Nevertheless, the reality remains that increasing international migration and mobility has enabled the 

expansion of transnational organized crime. Certain forms of crime, such as human smuggling, have 

facilitated cross border movements of people. 

More generally, the insecurity experienced by people living in countries with high crime 

rates may be a significant emigration push factor. Similarly, terrorists travel internationally in running 

their organizations and carrying out missions, missions that often themselves target the transportation 

systems and conveyances of international travel. Moreover, terrorists may cross international borders 

within flows of migrants and can hide within immigrant communities. Arena(2017,p.18) documented as 

follows in order to establish this linkage using terrorist attack on Paris in 2015: 

Ibrahim el-Bakraoui, a Belgian national of Moroccan descent, who blew himself up at the Brussels airport 

on 22 March 2016, was detected by Turkish authorities near the Syrian border in June 2015, and was 

deported him to the Netherlands. Najim Laachraoui, who blew himself up at Brussels airport, reportedly 

traveled to Syria in February 2013. Laachraoui was born in Ajdir, Morocco but raised in the Schaerbeek 

neighbourhood of Brussels, where he attended a Catholic high school. He made the TATP explosives and 

the suicide vests used in the assaults. His DNA was also found on one of the vests that detonated inside 

Paris´ Bataclan concert hall, as well as one that blew up outside France's national stadium on 13 

November 2015. Mohamed Abrini, failed to detonate his bomb at the airport was was arrested on 8 April 

2016. He is also suspected of having fought for the Islamic State in Syria. Osama Krayem, a Swedish 

national of Syrian origin, was involved in the suicide bombing at the metro station, being arrested in April 

2016 with Abrini. As a youngster, he participated in a Swedish documentary film about the successful 

integration of migrants into Swedish society. He lived in immigrant neighbourhood in the Swedish city of 

Malmö, an area that produced many foreign fighters. He went fight for ISIL in Syria in 2014. In 2015, he 

travelled back to Europe, passing through the Greek island of Leros and posing as a migrant using a false 

passport.    

Adducing the reasons these attacks, scholars have posited that the failure of immigrant integration and 

corresponding social alienation of certain individuals may be reasons for them to join terrorist 

organizations. Terrorist attacks may also provide reasons for emigration. In like fashion, some states that 

compete for high-skilled immigrants have pointed to the lack of terrorist attacks and their relative security 

as part of their recruitment strategies (Arena, 2017).  

The association of migration with crime and, even more so, terrorism has been politically controversial 

and given rise to a growing literature on “the securitization of migration” that is critical of such linkage 

and implicitly, if not explicitly, critical of those policymakers who depict migration as a security issue 

(Doty, 1999; Huysmans 2000 and  Ceyhan & Tsoukala 2002). Such arguments about the political linkage 

of migration to security are not new. Migration scholars have long argued that public perceptions in host 

countries, which may or may not be well-founded, that migrants increase employment competition, 

challenge religious, cultural or ethnic homogeneity, increase crime or threaten national security may be 

used by politicians to influence domestic political contests and thereby influence policy making (e.g., 
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Miller 1981; Freeman 1985; Heisler and Schmitter Heisler 1985; Hollifield 1992; Thraenhardt 1993 & 

Betz 1994). When the perception of migration as a threat leads to more general changes in migrant 

destination state policies, migration can have a significant impact on foreign policy (Weiner, 1993). 

Much of the discourse surrounding migration and framing it as a threat comes from the far-right of the 

political spectrum. The National Front in particular plays a role in the securitization of migration and 

immigrants. These speech acts regarding migration as a threat are often exaggerated in order to elicit 

maximum effect. Migration has often been a matter of security in France, and is often described as being 

a threat towards French culture and way of life. (Unver Noi, 2015,& Sweet, 2017). Marine Le Pen, leader 

of the National Front, has often played on the idea of French culture being threatened by immigrants, and 

the migrant crisis has presented the opportunity to do so further.  

However, it has not solely been the National Front securitizing migration. Nicolas Sarkozy, while 

Minister of the Interior and a member of a mainstream political party, used the terms “criminal”. 

“vagabond”, and “scum” to describe Muslim youth in the banlieue, as well as linking them to Islamic 

terrorism (Kaya, 2009). Following riots in Clichy-sous-Bois, Sarkozy repeated an embrace of anti-

immigrant and Islamophobic themes, which left the minorities in these communities marginalized and 

created a disregard for Sarkozy and the leadership in France (Crumley, 2012). 

Not only have many migration scholars have reluctant to consider migration within the context of 

security, they have been slow to analyze the phenomenon of human smuggling. Part of the problem is that 

migrants are all too often implicitly or explicitly identified with criminality in political rhetoric when in 

fact migrants are more likely to be the victims than the perpetrators of crime (Simmons,et.al,2016). For 

example, some conservative members of the U.S. Congress have been quick to point out that 

undocumented aliens are criminals by virtue of their illegal crossing or visa overstay, and certain 

European politicians have attributed the spread of organized criminal activity in Western Europe to 

increasing migration from the former Soviet Union. 

According to Beck (2017, p.3),  one of the reasons why securitization has set the agenda is that this kind 

of discourse has not just been fueled by the xenophobic (and racist) attitudes of populist (and right-wing) 

political parties and movements. In fact, securitizing lines of argument are widespread in the entire 

spectrum of political camps and ideologies in Europe and span political groupings of conservatives, social 

democrats, and the left and liberals, including feminists. This is shown in three prominent lines of 

argument in the securitizing discourse on immigration: the link between migration and terrorism, the 

allegation that immigrants drain a nation’s resources, and the claim that immigration threatens a society’s 

cultural achievements. 

In the face of the exaggeration of immigrant criminality and the propensity of politicians to allow 

immigrants to become scapegoats in the heat of election campaigns, it is tempting for migration scholars 

to overcompensate for such knee-jerk reactions by avoiding any discussion of crime among migrants. 

2.2. The Human Right- Justice Thesis 

This thesis posits that that there is “no evidence of risk” that migration leads to an increase in acts of 

terrorism. Instead, recent overly-restrictive migration policies seem to have created conditions conducive 

to terrorist-related activities. Scholars and multi-literal such as  Bove and Böhmelt,  ( 2016), Dreher, et al. 

2011&2017, UN, 2003,2010 & 2016). Previous studies according to this thesis argue that  the link 

between terror and migration either examine the effect of terror on migration (Dreher et al. 2011) or 

employ data on terrorists with immigration status, rather than relying on systematic cross-country time-

series data on migration and terrorist attacks (Kephart 2005, Leiken and Brooke 2006). Studies focusing 

on terrorists with immigrant backgrounds find a close link between immigration and terrorism. Given that 

they do not examine overall flows of immigration, but only those cases in which immigrants have been 

involved in terrorist activity, these studies are not reliable indicators of how overall migration and terrorist 

attacks relate (Spencer, 2007). 

This view in their studies  findings  posit that the increasing implementation of restrictive immigration 

policies, such as building fences, engaging in push-back operations, criminalizing irregular migration and 

abandoning international legal commitments to refugees, ultimately leads to an increase in terrorist 
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activity. Such policies also result in restricted access to safe territories for those seeking asylum and an 

increase in the covert movements of people, particularly by traffickers (UN,2016). 

As Adamson (2006, p.196 & Bove & Bove and Böhmelt, 2016 p.585) state, 

The reorganization and incorporation of the Immigration and Naturalization Service into the Department 

of Homeland Security, the screening of potential border crossers, the use of immigration lists for 

intelligence purposes, and increased cooperation with other states on such issues as the forgery of 

passports and other documents have all become tools in the war against terrorism. Striking a balance 

between border control and intelligence gathering, on the one hand, and facilitating the benefits of 

maintaining relatively open borders, on the other, is a delicate task. 

As articulated by the UN (2016), what is clear is that policies that respect human rights, justice, and 

accountability, and that manifest the values on which democracy is founded, are an essential element of 

effective counterterrorism policies and efforts. The report calls upon States to recognize that the vast 

majority of people fleeing affected regions should be recognized as victims of terrorism instead of 

stigmatized as potential terrorists. 

What this view failed to understand is that there are multiple causal relations between forced/irregular 

migration and terrorism. But these are generally complex.  International migration is driven not just by 

political violence, armed conflict and state repression but just as much by economic and environmental 

factors. This type of migration is likely to grow enormously in the years to come due to climate change 

and loss of employment opportunities due to globalisation.  While it is, in concrete situations, difficult to 

isolate specific factors as being responsible for migration, a major driver of forced migration is severe 

state repression involving attacks on civilian populations that, in cases of (civil) war, often also amount to 

war crimes or war-time terrorism.  For instance, terrorism by non-state actors with deliberate attacks on 

civilians is also a major driver of forced migration; such displacements are sometimes unintended by-

products of insurgent terrorism, and sometimes a deliberate policy (Schmid, 2016). 

Furthermore, this thesis is highly “Biased and Opinionated”.  Hungarian Prime Minister, Viktor Orban, 

stated there was a clear link between illegal migrants heading to Europe and a rising threat of terrorism, 

justifying his conservative government´s tough anti-immigration stance (Luhman, 2015). According to 

Arena (2017), more than 1,450 refugees per 100,000 of Hungary's local population claimed asylum in the 

first half of 2015. In Italy - a country which has long been on the frontline of mass migration -, the 

government is also facing greater criticism from anti-immigration parties, such as the far-right Northern 

League, whose leader, Matteo Salvini, has called for increased restrictions on migrants´ entry, and the 

closure of European borders. Current Prime Minister, Paolo Gentiloni, stated there was a risk that 

terrorists could be among the waves of thousands of migrants who arrive in Italy: “There are considerable 

risks of terrorists infiltrating immigration [flows]” (Arun 2015).  

The events have conspired to fuel a strain of nationalist parties across the EU that advocate for tougher 

immigration policies. France’s National Front, which has been riding the anti-Islam wave for quite a 

while, recorded its highest level of votes in late 2015 in regional elections. In the UK, fear of immigration 

appears to have boosted the Leave campaign, which eventually led to Britain´s exit from the EU in the 

June 2016 referendum. Even German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, who initially argued for an open-door 

admissions policy towards refugees, was eventually forced to retreat, vowing to “drastically decrease” 

(Reuters 2015a) the number of refugees coming into Germany, re-imposing border controls. That policy 

is deeply unpopular among the German public and her own party, the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) 

(Georgiou & Zaborowski,2017). 

While reacting to this tag, Georgiou & Zaborowski,2017) argued undocumented immigrants are not 

terrorists and shouldn’t be equated with them. They clean our houses, weed our gardens, grow and harvest 

our fruits and vegetables, and cook the food we eat in restaurants. They are essential members of our 

economy and the elemental role they play is completely unrecognized in the national debate on 

immigration. 

In fact 'illegal aliens' are not terrorists. Although none of the 9/11 hijackers were immigrants to the US, 

Mohamed Atta and several other hijackers lived outside of their countries of birth or nationality for 

several years before launching the attacks and, therefore, were also part of the world’s migrant 
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population. Atta moved from his native Egypt to Germany in 1992, where he studied urban planning and 

worked part-time, receiving his masters degree in 1999.Marwan al Shehi, a national of the United Arab 

Emirates, received a military scholarship to study in Germany and first entered the country in 1996. 

Lebanese national Ziad Jarrah enrolled in a German junior college in 1996. These men, who piloted three 

of the four aircraft hijacked on 9/11, were members of the so-called “Hamburg cell.” Although the three 

entered Germany on temporary residence permits and were not considered immigrants by the German 

government, they could possibly have gone on to further education and professional careers in Germany 

and become permanent residents. Indeed, US State Department consular officers in Berlin basically 

treated them for visa purposes as if they were permanent residents or German citizens because they 

resided in Germany for more than two years, learned the relatively difficult language of German, 

matriculated to a German University and, therefore, did not present a significant “risk” to immigrate to 

the US due to their strong ties to Germany Aggerholm,2016).In view of the above, Schmid (2016.p.7 ) 

resolved this linkage by positing that;  

Migrants can be terrorists and terrorists can be migrants in a number of ways:  

a. migration to the Caliphate is portrayed as an individual Muslim obligation and has attracted thousands 

of young Muslims in Western diasporas;  

b. some jihadists who cannot return to their country of origin without being arrested migrate from one 

jihadist theatre of war to the next (Afghanistan – Bosnia – Chechnya – Somalia – Syria –Libya);  

c. some economic migrants are abducted and forced by terrorists to join their ranks – a practice they also 

use for captured children and women, e.g. by Boko Haram in northern Nigeria;  

d. a few foreign fighters have engaged in acts of terrorism, including suicgide terrorism, upon migrating 

back to their home countries as part of refugee streams.  

It should be noted that the arrival of large refugee populations, when not properly handled, increases the 

risk of attacks in the recipient country by both domestic and transnational terrorists. 

In the  study, Schmid agreed with prior assessments by counter-terrorism specialists and Europol, the 

EU's internal security agency, that refugees and asylum-seekers, escaping civil war, oppression or poverty 

"are unlikely to be interested in attacking the very society that has given them safety and the opportunity 

for a fresh start (2016, p.10). "Not ignoring the documented incidents of terror recruitment in refugee 

camps, and evidence suggesting the arrival of large refugee populations, "when not properly handled," 

can increase the risk of attacks in recipient countries, Schmid concludes that historically "the number of 

criminals and terrorists in mass migration movements has been low" and "the very few instances of 

terrorists posing as refugees should be seen for what they are – exceptions.(Schmid 2016,p.11,)" 

Despite the low probability of terrorist acts committed by migrants and asylum-seekers, Schmid still 

strongly recommends European nations improve their national systems of monitoring people entering the 

Schengen zone. He also advocates a kind of ideological screening, wherein all persons entering the EU 

"make a solemn public commitment to respect the host countries’ laws of the land, their political culture 

and Europe’s core values." Those individuals should also assist the lawful authorities "in identifying 

terrorist recruiters, facilitators and operators in their midst as well as report on those who are seeking to 

join jihadist networks.(Schmid, 2016,p.12)" 

In a brief statement to Sinclair Broadcast Group, Schmid (2016) affirmed that his previous assessment 

still stands in the wake of the Berlin attack. "Among hundreds of thousands of refugees there will always 

be some 'bad apples'," he said. "So far not more than a few dozen 'terrorists' have been found among 

them. That does not mean that all refugees should be rejected, only that they should be better screened 

(Baldwin,2015,p.4). 

From the above, there is a propensity for those who consider the relationship between migration and 

crime or migration and terrorism to so within the context of policy debates, whether pro or anti-

immigration. Renowned academic institutions such as the Migration Policy Institute (2015), the Danish 

Institute for International Studies (2017), and the CATO Institute (2016) seriously addressed the issue of 

immigration and terrorism. These relationships, however, are much more complicated and deserve much 

more sober analysis.  Section four of the paper will do justice to that.  
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3.0. METHODS OF THE STUDY 

This study is an exploratory study. What the foregoing implies is that the recourse to the secondary 

sources of data is inevitable.  Secondary data refers to any documented material (whether hand written, 

typed, printed or recorded audio and video) that was already in existence, produced for some other 

purposes than the benefits of the researcher. Reliable and expressive documents are capable of bringing 

the significant information, which cannot be obtained through other methods. The issue is that where 

reliable documents exist, generalizations appear more reliable than those emanating from the limited data 

of other instruments. Finally, another justification is that this method will assist us to collect data stored in 

files, government achieves, libraries, bookshelves/shops, the internet and other documents. This study, 

therefore, utilized secondary sources of data from the Federal Government and its agencies including 

NEMA, and International Agencies reports such as AI, IOM, HRW, ICG among others. In addition, 

textbooks, journal articles, newspapers and magazines served as sources of data for the study. 

Data for the study was analysed through the use of analytic techniques derived from qualitative research, 

primarily thematic analysis (Mannning and Luyt, 2011). Data analysis involves breaking up data into 

manageable themes, patterns, trends and relationships (Mouton, 2005:108). Themes that emerged from 

the data were identified.  

Bodgan and Biklen (1982:p.145) defined qualitative data analysis as “working with data, organizing it, 

breaking it into manageable units synthesizing it, searching for patterns, discovering what is important 

and what is to be learned, and what to tell others”. Simon (2011) points that qualitative researchers tend to 

use inductive analysis of data, which means that critical themes emerge out of the data. Simon (2011) 

further points that qualitative analysis requires some creativity, since the challenges to place raw data into 

logical, meaningful categories; to examine them in holistic fashion; and to find a way to communicate this 

interpretation to others. 

 

4.0 Migration- Boko Haram Terrorism Linkage: The manifestations and its  Implications for 

ECOWAS  Region 

The surfacing of Boko Haram as a terrorist group in Nigeria considerably changed the polity’s security 

milieu. From a quiet religious group in the early 2000s, the group rise   to become the deadliest terrorist 

group in 2015. The war between Boko Haram and Nigerian forces has killed more than 20,000 people and 

left more than 2.6 million displaced in the seven years since the organisation began using terrorist tactics 

(Stanford University, 2017). In  2016, Boko Haram committed 192 attacks that resulted in 1,079 deaths, 

which is a decline from the peak of 454 attacks with 6,668 deaths in 2014. The attacks took place in 

Cameroon, Chad Niger, and Nigeria (2017,P.75). 

As a security challenge, however, the Government’s counter terrorism policy appears unsuccessful. Boko 

Haram’s activities has now  transcended  Nigeria’s borders, particularly in terms of training, financing, 

recruitment, kidnappings, and arms acquisition, thereby raising concerns over border management and 

Nigeria’s relations with her immediate neighbors. Equally significant is the sect’s links with international 

terrorist organizations like the Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Al Shabaab, and lately its pledge of 

allegiance to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) to the extent of renaming itself as the Islamic 

State’ West African Province (ISWAP). The situation was made worse with the sect’s embrace of the 

ISIS tactics of beheadings of victims. It abducted women, including schoolgirls   and engaged females 

(including girls as young as 10 years), for suicide terrorism (Akbar, 2015). 

Boko Haram’s massive expansion between 2014 and 2015 prompted a re-invigorated state effort to 

contain the insurgency in line with the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (Strategy), which calls for 

a holistic, inclusive approach to counter terrorism.  With their own countries threatened, the armies of 

Chad, Cameroon, and Niger began cooperating with the Nigerian government to prevent terrorists from so 

easily fleeing across their porous borders. The result is the decision to deploy the Multi-National Joint 

Task Force (MNJTF), headquarters in N’Djamena, Chad, on July 30, 2015 to pep up the fight against 

Boko Haram. This is the same force the Jonathan’s administration could not get off the ground in six 

years. With  increased  professionalism and better supplied, better armed, and equipped with better 

intelligence, the counterinsurgency campaign is conducting more targeted operations against insurgent 
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strongholds, which have led to fewer civilian casualties and, if government reports are to be believed, the 

deaths of almost five thousand militants in the past year and a half alone. The total is more than the 

government managed to kill in the previous four years of counterinsurgency operations (Fund for   

Peace,2016 ). 

Irrespective of the above, the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF), established by the Lake Chad 

Basin countries to combat Boko Haram, still struggles to demonstrate its effectiveness.  Scholars and 

close observers also continue to question to what extent it is operational. Yet despite the numerous 

political, logistical, technical and financial challenges it has been facing, the MNJTF is gradually gaining 

ground. 

The insurgency has paralysed Northern Nigeria’s economy and has destroyed the secure existence of the 

region while it has also strained the national security apparatuses. Reports by senior security officers 

claim a lot of Boko Haram foot soldiers come from countries contiguous with Nigeria in the West African 

sub-region. The main strategy of Boko Haram is violence and guerrilla warfare with the ultimate aim of 

Islamizing Nigeria or at least the North just as in Mali. Interestingly, just as in Mali, trans-border gangs 

and mercenaries drive the Boko Haram as fighters come and go through the Chad, Niger, Cameroun and 

other neighbouring countries. It is also noted that, sometimes, the same set of mercenaries propel the 

Malian and Boko Haram crises as they move through the porous borders of the ECOWAS sub-region 

especially through the free movement of people protocol. Hence, when the people move across borders, 

they move with arms for intended crises as they unleash terror on unsuspecting innocent citizens they 

meet on their paths. 

The case of Mali remains the most daunting threat to the very essence of ECOWAS. 

Northern Mali has been hijacked by Islamic fundamentalists and Tuareg rebels and it is far out of control 

of the Malian Government and, in like sense, ECOWAS. Given the topography of Mali and incursion of 

Al-Qaeda coupled with the ultimate threat to the Mali state, resolution of the rebellion has become very 

problematic. 

This has been further compounded by the lukewarm attitude of Nigeria, who has the region’s strongest 

army, to deploy troops in Mali. The Mali mission becomes even more complicated when other factors like 

the language barrier, the financial crunch and insurgency in Nigeria itself are taken into account.  

The world and ECOWAS did not interfere when it was totally a Malian affair but when it became trans-

border in nature, ECOWAS had to pay attention especially as the international community and the United 

Nations Security Council had already indicated it would count on ECOWAS to take the lead. The Malian 

Rebellion threatened to destabilize the sub-region as the neighbouring nations were beginning to be 

adversely affected as seen in the cases of Niger, Senegal and Nigeria. The Malian mercenaries were 

moving in and out of Mali into and through the neighbouring nations, thus threatening their peace and 

security. Although the Malian crisis started as a war of independence against the Malian government in 

the Sahara desert region of Azawad as led by the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad 

(MNLA), being part of insurgencies by traditionally nomadic Tuaregs beginning in the early twentieth 

century that were joined by the Islamist group Ansar Dine, it has since escalated beyond the local to that 

which now threatens regional and global peace due to the infiltration of opportunistic external and trans-

border groups(Akanle,  &  Omobowale,2015)). 

For instance, due to the incessant attacks by the rebels and the government troops, the number of 

casualties has increased tremendously. Over 30,000 civilians remain internally displaced while many 

remain refugees in Mauritania and Niger (see UNHCR 2013). For instance, the United Nations High 

Commission for Refugees released figures on 4 April which showed a grim picture of the crisis. 

According to UNHCR, there are estimated 200,000 displaced persons in Mali with not less than 400 

people desperately entering Burkina Faso and Mauritania per day for fear of being caught in the crossfire 

while hundreds have actually been killed in the crisis(). 

The Malian crisis has led to the proliferation of arms and armed groups, preponderance of violence and 

crimes; rape, murder, kidnapping, maiming and the phenomenon of child soldiers in the West African 

sub-region with huge negative consequences for the peace, security, integration and development of 
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ECOWAS. The crisis has also led to the near collapse of the Malian state, destruction of the world 

heritage site, Timbuktu, and forceful imposition of Islamic Law (Sharia) on the people. 

Unfortunately, identifying the mercenaries physically is nearly impossible as they have no special features 

with which they could be identified and this is one of the reasons why it has become nearly impossible to 

resolve the Boko Haram problem. At the same time, the Islamization agenda has caught the fancy of other 

Muslims across the Maghreb which now support the Boko Haram as they have come to be seen as 

fighting a Holy War which they are ultimately part of. This accounts for their free movement through the 

porous sub-regional borders since 2009. Although the target of Boko Haram is Nigeria, the epicentre is 

the widely Islamic north where the battle is fierce and the agenda most prevalent. The sociology of the 

northern epi-centre of Boko Haram is against the background that the northern socio-economic, political 

and cultural systems provide the most compatible base and structure for the Boko Haram agenda. 

Hence, while Boko Haram has been very strong in the north-east, especially in Borno, Yobe, Adamawa,  

Bauchi, the north-west and central states of Kaduna, Kano and Plateau, Kogi, Niger states are rising. 

Generally, however, Boko Haram has been the most destructive in the modern history of Nigeria and 

among the most destructive, disintegrating and destabilizing in the modern history of the ECOWAS. Over 

1,000 people have been killed through the terrorism of Boko Haram and millions of dollar worth of 

properties destroyed (Umar,2011). The activities of Boko Haram have been recognized by ECOWAS at 

several meetings and the helplessness of the Nigerian government to tackle the issue sustainably has been 

acknowledged. This is why ECOWAS as a body and individual nations in the sub-region, including those 

out of ECOWAS like the United States of America and the United Kingdom, have offered assistance to 

Nigeria to curb the Boko Haram menace. Nigeria has however not taken advantage of these gestures of 

help as the government believes that will be an acceptance of its incapability to handle Boko Haram. The 

concern of ECOWAS, which is legitimate, is that the ascendancy of Boko Haram comes as a real threat to 

sub-regional peace and security and integration especially as Boko Haram fighters move trans-border to 

perpetrate their acts of terrorism. Every time they unleash mayhem, they claim responsibility across the 

world and see it as an achievement. Thus, the more collateral damage they do, the better for them and this 

is dangerous for the sub-region and the nation that prides itself as the Giant of Africa. Nigeria is the most 

populous nation in the sub-region. Thus, any problem that destabilizes the nation will certainly have grave 

consequences for the sub-region. That makes ECOWAS' concern with the Boko  Haram terrorism quite 

legitimate. 

The security situation around the ECOWAS region is a manifestation of the national security problems 

facing the countries that share borders within the area. For example, it is apparent that Niger Republic is 

facing different forms of threat by trans-border criminal networks and armed groups. The threats fuel the 

activities of insurgents, ethnic militias, drug traffickers and smugglers most of whom are engaged in 

informal trade thereby portraying these places as ungoverned spaces (Guéret, 2017). The establishment of 

self defence militias in the area as a response to insurgency has created a complex security problem in the 

form of clashes between and among local communities. What happens in such affected places is the fear 

of the unknown arising from mutual suspicion and rising lethal violence. 

Some ECOWAS countries have responded with the declaration of state of emergency in areas affected by 

rising insecurity. Nigeria and Niger declared emergencies that lasted for a long time. The problem is that 

the declarations were not made until many casualties were recorded. The state of emergency and 

militarisation aimed at containing Boko Haram activities in Diffa region of Niger   made people to 

suspend sale of vegetables and fish that were taxed by the insurgents. This development according to 

Guéret (2017), increased the degree of food insecurity as a result of forced eviction and resettlement of 

thousands of people by the security forces. It is not disputable that food production and distribution 

cannot be adequately planned and developed when majority of the people are living in fear or abandon the 

sources of their livelihood and property in search of safer areas. 

 Some parts of Nigeria’s Northeast Nigeria’s especially the border communities are also bedeviled by 

frequent incidents of armed banditry popularly referred to as “Kwanta-Kwanta” (meaning lie down, lie 

down), cattle theft by bandits (Udawa)and illegal incursion from neighbouring Chad, Niger and 

Cameroon (Shalangwa, 2013). The crisis in this region motivated the United Nations Security Council 
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delegation to visit Lake Chad Basin on March 3, 2017 to enable them understand the state of affairs and 

trends of insecurity in the region. 

Border closure is a strategy adopted by Nigeria to curtail the incessant day and night attacks by members 

of Boko Haram insurgent group on several occasions, in 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014. This was aimed at 

responding to the use of Nigeria’s borders with neighbouring countries to launch attacks in the northeast 

(Albert, 2017c). A remarkable response states’ response is the establishment of security community 

through the establishment of by countries of the multinational joint task force (MNJTF) in 2012 by Lake 

Chad Basin countries, and later expansion that included Benin Republic in 2015 (Albert, 2017c & Eme, 

2018).  

The setting up of the multinational joint task force (MNJTF) by Nigeria, Cameroun, Chad and Niger, 

which share boundary with the Lake Chad Basin without burdening the Economic Community of Central 

African States (ECCAS) and the ECOWAS, their regional organisations, is an indication that the states 

are determined to defeat threats to their national security. The success of this security initiative will 

reduce the contestation that has become synonymous with their territories. According to Albert (2017b) 

this security regimen is not dependent on either of the regional economic communities (RECs) but based 

on the pooling of the military and financial resources of the member states to ensure their collective 

security. 

The activities of insurgents and criminal groups aggravated internal displacements, refugee and difficulty 

in providing basic human needs such as food and shelter in communities in the areas where security 

agencies engaged the non-state actors in confrontation in their bid to enhance safety. Some of these places 

had already become ungoverned spaces due to decades of neglect thereby offering the groups opportunity 

to have safe havens to the detriment of vulnerable people. 

It is noteworthy that in the early years of the Boko Haram insurgency, particularly prior to 2012, Nigeria 

perceived the security threat as an internal problem which required internal mechanism rather than 

collaboration. This was also aimed at protecting Nigeria’s image as the giant of Africa, highly revered in 

managing regional security threats as seen in its ECOMOG and African Union missions in recent times. 

But from 2013, it became obvious that the insurgency and other associated threats were being exported 

from Nigeria to neighbouring countries through which non-state armed groups were able to access the 

security market. This made them have access to the arms needed to fight state security providers and 

innocent civilians.  

The emerging geopolitics of oil on the structure and dynamics of regional balances of power has serious 

implications for regional stability and the emergence of the new security architecture. For example, the 

geo-strategic competition between Nigeria as a regional hegemony and Chad over the region’s oil reserve 

has triggered power struggles throughout Lake Chad. Territorial disputes – particularly on the southern 

shore of Lake Chad – have put Cameroon and Nigeria on a collision course. The two countries lack an 

agreed regionalization of security frontier due to the long-running territorial dispute over the Bakassi 

peninsula. Local ‘national’ politics within some member states have also affected the dynamics of 

regional security in the LCB. For instance, Chad’s initial passion for the project has fluctuated between 

the ‘expediency’ of regional security and the ‘reality’ of regime security. The geography and thick largely 

‘uncharted’ vegetation of the LCB have proved to be difficult terrain for joint military campaigns. The 

terrorists have embedded and taken cover in the thick jungles of the LCB. Dislodging them would 

perhaps require more boots on the ground, enhanced drone technology and higher volume of infantry and 

armoury (Eme, 2018). 

Prior to the regional security summit in Paris, large swathes of Nigerian territory were under the control 

of Boko Haram, increasing the risk of the trans-nationalization of a refugee crisis as tens of thousands of 

forcibly displaced refugees flocked to Niger, and northern Cameroon as well as threatening regional 

cross-border trade. It became obvious that the previous administration of President Goodluck Jonathan of 

the Nigerian government lacked the political will to contain the Boko Haram insurgency (Onapajo 2013). 

Challenges to the partnership quickly emerged, though Nigeria was initially reluctant to cede sovereignty 

to its fellow task force partners, an issue made worse by historic territorial disputes with Chad and 

Cameroon. Additionally, its military faced low morale as soldiers refused to fight against Boko Haram 

Eme et al. ….. .. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 9(4):78-98, 2021 
 



89 
 

due to the lack of ammunition and basic supplies. Nigeria’s leadership of the coalition was derailed by an 

election delay in 2015. In the early weeks of the intervention, President IdrissDéby of Chad complained 

that his forces were defeating Boko Haram and retaking towns in northern Nigeria, only to be delayed by 

the Nigerian military, which was supposed to deploy to protect the task force’s gains (Siegle 2013). 

Related to regional power politics is the injection of oil geopolitics into an already volatile mix of 

ecological factors pushing socio-economic devastation of the region. In particular, Chad’s rise as an oil 

producer led to a competition among different regional orders and the rise of what Soderbaum and Taylor 

(2008) labelled as the ‘regionalisation of neo-patrimonialism’, complicated by the involvement of 

powerful local politicians on the Nigerian and Chadian sides whose personal investments in Chadian oil 

meant that their interest was best served by Chad’s continued exclusive and unfettered access to the oil 

reserves, while Nigeria remained bogged down with the Boko Haram insurgency (Didymus 2014). The 

oil wealth beneath the Chad Basin, in which some Nigerians and Chadians have made investments, is 

fanning the embers of insurgency in Nigeria as vested economic interests in the crude oil exploration in 

the Chad Basin fuel the machinery of Boko Haram (Ayu 2015). To be precise, the Boko Haram 

insurgency delays resource exploration and production on the Nigerian side of Lake Chad to the benefit of 

Chad and a few other stakeholders. Prominent businessmen and politicians in both Nigeria and Chad (in 

association with French companies), have invested heavily in the Chadian oil industry, and, as a result, 

benefit from Boko Haram’s destabilization of the north-eastern part of Nigeria. It is widely believed that 

it is they who are the principal financiers and arms suppliers to Boko Haram (Ayu 2015). Chad’s 

destabilization role in the region, as part of its economic drive to transform itself into a major oil exporter, 

with the apparent backing of its former colonial master France, was highlighted by a recent Global Post 

report which indicted France for supporting Déby’s destabilization policy in CAR with the aim of 

securing Chad’s unfettered access to its common oil reserves with CAR and disrupting the country’s 

increasing trade and economic links with China (Didymus 2014). In 2015, Chad shifted and diverted its 

regional security policy against Boko Haram from ‘expediency’ of regional security to the ‘realism’ of 

regime security. The deteriorating security environment around the Lake Chad area and increased Boko 

Haram attacks on Chadian soil posed to the Déby regime’s issues of survival and stability. This was what 

served as the main driver for Chad’s intervention in Nigeria. On the regional front, Chad faces a threat to 

its hegemony from other military powers. On the domestic front, it faces a threat to its political stability 

from opposition groups who perceived Déby’s inaction against Boko Haram as a threat to their 

crossborder trade with Nigeria. Thus, N’Djaména’s regional military intervention and security paradigm 

shift was predicated on the geostrategic calculation for regime survival and legitimacy, which is necessary 

for the concentration of power and internal hegemony, and is configured as an argument for its regional 

hegemonic aspirations. The deepening links between Islamic State and Boko Haram prompted Chad’s 

Déby to introduce reforms purposely to ensure long-term stability (Klapper 2015). For instance, on 

January 2015 Chadian forces crossed the international frontier and recaptured MallamFatori a north-

eastern Nigerian town that had been under Boko Haram control, a move that presaged a wider regional 

intervention under the auspice of the MNJTF (Janguza 2015). 

The sub-region however is since long an area of heightened cross-border mobility, particularly for Arab 

and Peul shepherds, and Hausa, Ngambaye and Masa fishermen. These bottom-up exchanges nuance the 

sub-region’s position as a regional crossroads. A more perverse effect of this historical mobility is that the 

region is also a region that is suffering from cross-border circulation of armed groups that  have either 

military, rebel, religious or any other affiliation. On a regional institutional level, the picture is very 

different. Nigeria and Niger are part of ECOWAS, while Chad and Cameroon, along with the Central 

African Republic are in the Economic Community of Central African States area. Lake Chad Basin 

Commission which is coordinating the war against insurgency is therefore operates in an area that is 

historically far more integrated from a bottom-up perspective than it is from a top-down, institutional 

point of view. The immense need in terms of tackling the many cross-border challenges in the area, 

coupled with the absence of a traditional common political forum (REC) has shaped the LCBC’s history 

as a basin organisation in several ways. 
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The common culture, language and religion across the northern tip of West Africa readily blend a people 

of diverse states, seemingly into common ancestry and brotherliness. Hence, Chadian, Nigerien and 

Malian migrants alongside other people, freely migrate into Nigeria. Reports claim that the ranks of Boko 

Haram foot soldiers and bombers are actually swelled by non- Nigerian migrants from Chad, Mali and 

Niger (Sahel Blog 2012) with common ancestry, culture and language with the peoples of northern 

Nigeria. Hence, the socio-cultural blend between migrants from countries contiguous with northern 

Nigeria, presents a security challenge for Nigeria whose citizens are exposed to attacks from Boko 

Haram. The mission of Boko Haram is simply congealed with those of the trans-border armed bandits 

who join the ranks of insurgent group to cause havoc in Nigeria. 

The Boko Haram insurgency and its links to armed groups in countries along the borders of northern 

Nigeria threaten integration among ECOWAS states. The fear of Boko Haram and the spread of Islamic 

militancy into other African countries potentially portend an anti-migration policy to curtail the possible 

spread of Boko Haram to other countries along the West African coast. On the one hand, the integration 

of a people of common culture along the northern tip of West Africa, which unfortunately allows a 

blending into Boko Haram insurgency also possibly disintegrates West Africans as the people down 

south, especially in Nigeria, view Malian, Chadian and Nigerien with utmost suspicion and caution, 

seeing them as potential assailants. The fear is, of course, not far-fetched as there are speculations that 

Hausa and Fulani herders from countries along the borders of northern Nigeria cause mayhem along their 

pathways attacking villagers and destroying crops as they herd animals through northern and southern 

Nigeria. Many of the trans-border pastoralists are heavily armed herder-bandits, carrying AK 47 assault 

rifles as they move. The assumption is that they easily access arms because of the illegal free flow of 

firearms across West Africa’s porous borders due to the many civil wars that the sub-continent has 

experienced over the last 20 years. Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mali, Niger, Chad and Cote d’Ivoire have all 

experienced civil wars lately and so it is not unlikely that armed bandits are able to access illegal arms 

from the armouries of former rebels which were not retrieved. 

The north of Cameroon is an operations area of Boko Haram. The populations share the cultural and 

linguistic identity with those of north-east Nigeria. Northern Cameroon has long been an area where 

weapons were smuggled, under the laissez-faire - or even physical absence - of the Cameroonian 

authorities (International Crisis Group, 2014, 2016b).  

Traditionally, Cameroon had been a reluctant regional ally (International Crisis Group, 2016b). In the 90s 

Cameroon was not part of the MNJTF due to strained relations with Nigeria over a border dispute, which 

although resolved in the middle of 2000s continued to undermine mutual trust (Assanvo et al., 2016). As 

such, in the earlier stages of the fight against Boko Haram in 2013 Cameroon did not grant Nigeria the 

“right of pursuit”.  

Since 2013, terrorist activities of Boko Haram started targeting the Cameroonian establishment, including 

by kidnapping local personalities and clashing with the armed forces (International Crisis Group, 2014). 

This led to a change in the approach of the Cameroonian authorities, who had until then regarded the 

movement has a Nigerian problem and avoided direct confrontation. Since late 2013, Cameroon 

reinforced its troop deployment and instituted a number of controversial accompanying measures 

including curfews, a prohibition to wear a full-face veil, and closing the border with Nigeria (International 

Crisis Group, 2016b). 

The government also increased its regional engagement, by taking part in the Paris summit in 2014 and 

meetings of LCBC, accepting joint action in principle. The direct attack on Cameroonian elites and the 

realisation that further complacency would harm its geostrategic and economic interests in the long run 

contributed to increased participation of Cameroon at the regional level (Assanvo et al. 2016). 

In 2015, attacks by Boko Haram on Chadian territory increased, striking not only the lake basin but also 

its capital city N’djamena. Chad is first and foremost interested in protecting its national security. For this 

reason, in a unilateral intervention, Chadian troops crossed the border with Nigeria in January 2015 to 

repel Boko Haram that was threatening trade connections of Chad with the sea ports. When the 

intervention was criticised internationally and attacks on Chadian territory intensified, Chad pulled back 

its troops and focused on its shore of Lake Chad. In 2016, Chad also deployed 2000 troops to Bosso in 
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Niger (close to the border with Nigeria and the Lake). Chadian troops however have been widely 

criticised for abusing civilian populations in Nigeria but also in the framework of the intervention in CAR 

(Shepherd & Melly, 2016). 

In recent years, Niger was faced with a deteriorating security situation in neighbouring countries. The 

country has devoted, according to some sources, an increasing budget to military expenses (Berghezan, 

G., 2016b), and is highly dependent on development aid to fill in the gaps to keep the country running and 

stave off humanitarian crisis. In 2016, security threats on the territory of Niger increased, with jihadists 

from Mali carrying out several attacks in the central parts of the country( International Crisis Group, 

2016) The Diffa region in the south east of the country, has seen many attacks from Boko Haram in 2016. 

Their number and deadly effects have led to doubts about the capacities of the Nigerien army and the 

operationalisation of the MNJTF in this sector (Assanvo et al., 2016). In the summer of 2016 violence 

escalated, requiring the abovementioned cross-border Chadian operation. Near the end of 2016 the 

immediate pressure from Boko Haram had decreased somewhat (International Crisis Group, 2016).  

Niger is also a key country in the French response to terrorism in the Sahel and West Africa - and to some 

extent in the US security system in the region (Berghezan, 2016a). The French military presence is 

focused on the threat of Islamic jihadism in the northern part of the country, yet France also supported a 

joint Chadian and Nigerien operation against Boko Haram in February 2015.  

Benin, finally, is not a member of the LCBC, as it has no direct connection to the basin. However, the 

country has participated in the LCBC’s coordinated efforts to fight Boko Haram. While the country’s 

border is 700km away from the area of operations of Boko Haram, there have been reports of Beninese 

nationals being recruited by the jihadist movement (Knoope & Chauzal, 2016). In addition, there are 

concerns about a more conservative turn among the Muslim populations in the north of the country.     

Benin was initially expected to contribute to the MNJTF with around 800 troops but the number was 

lowered to 150 troops in April 2016.32 The main mission of Benin troops in the MNJTF seems to be 

ensuring the security of the MNJTF HQs and to escort humanitarian convoys and 

dignitaries(See:http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/contributors/2016/aug16_1. pdf.). 

The fight against Boko Haram has strengthened political and military cooperation between Nigeria, Chad, 

Cameroon, Benin and Niger, with the prospect that this will be maintained and even further enhanced. 

The difficulties for concerted regional action through the MNJT and ECOWAS are significant. The 

LCBC summit level filled in a critical gap as an existing platform and legal framework for cooperation 

between the most affected countries outside the APSA building blocks of the RECs. The LCBC as an 

institution, however, played only a minor supportive role in coordinating joint operations. On a bilateral 

level, military cooperation has broken down walls between member states and led to a situation where 

countries can relatively quickly deploy troop movements in neighbouring states within a range of 50km.  

 

5.0. CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS 

One of the most important migration-related developments in the Age of Migration has been the linking 

of migration to security, a process of social construction termed securitization. As a result of this the 

ECOWAS region is fast emerging as a new security complex in terms of the broad attributes identified by 

Buzan and Waever (2003). In addition to sharing its resources, countries of the region demonstrate a 

number of factors in common, not least proximate geography, political problems, socio-cultural linkages, 

economic resources and shared threats to national and regional security. 

There has been an extraordinary increase in terrorist attacks by Islamic extremists connected to al-Qaida 

and ISIS across Africa over the recent years. In the past decade, several terror attacks carried out by 

Islamic extremist groups across Africa, ranging from Nigeria, Burkina Faso to Somalia, have captured 

headlines and world attention. While these attacks raise concern of a new wave of Islamic extremism 

intensifying and spreading in the continent, it also brings into question the capacity of African states to 

contain the threat, which has wider security implications. This paper attempts at understanding this 

phenomenon of Islamic extremism in Africa with focus on Boko Haram terrorism. Boko Haram’s 

transformation into a deadly group has resulted out of a complex web of socio-economic and political 

dynamics within Nigeria, as well as with support from external forces, particularly its linkages and 
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collaborations with groups in the Sahel region in terms of ideology and logistics. Though the group was 

crushed by the Nigerian forces in 2009, yet it was able to regroup through the support and linkages of the 

external jihad forces. Since its comeback in 2010-11, Boko Haram has engaged in brutal and violent 

forms of attacks in Nigeria and neighbouring countries. At present, though the military has made 

substantial progress in dealing with the threat by driving away insurgents from their strongholds, yet the 

group has been able to execute successful attacks recently. Given its transnational dynamics, the group 

poses enormous security challenge not only for the state, but also for the region and international 

community. 

From the analysis of this paper, we can surely accept and conclude that the linkage between migration and 

terrorism is very close and sometimes is even invisible. Some terrorist groups started using organized 

crime networks in order to at promote terrorist which is their primary objectives. Using the activities of 

Boko Haram activities in the West African sub-region, the paper helped for better understanding between 

these two modern challenges and also gave a better picture for the invisibility of their border. Also, we 

must not forget the many differences between these two phenomena. We know that particularly terrorism 

is used for fulfilling political aims and aspirations. From our review of related literature, there is a 

scholarly consensus that  emerged that migrant populations were the most adversely affected by the 

pattern of securitization .Nevertheless, migrant populations have proven resilient in the face of adversity.  

Emerging trends from the paper suggest that Nigeria, the region’s preponderant power - has been 

brokering the support of countries to put in place new regional security architecture, namely the MNJTF, 

under the aegis of the LCBC and ECOWAS. Nigeria appears to be the preponderant hegemonic power in 

the Lake Chad Regional Security and ECOWAS Complex. But Nigeria’s posture is challenged by both 

local and external factors. Locally, historical animosities and linguistic differences between Francophone 

and Anglophone countries and, in particular, distrust and mutual recriminations between Chad, Nigeria 

and Cameroon persist with regard to perceptions of threat, responsibility and priority. These have all 

adversely affected progress towards security regionalization in the LCB and ECOWAS. Externally, 

French influence within the West African sub-region is a matter of serious concern. The emerging 

geopolitics of oil on the structure and dynamics of regional balances of power has serious implications for 

regional stability and the emergence of the new security architecture. The terrorists have embedded and 

taken cover in the thick jungles of the LCB. Dislodging them would perhaps require more boots on the 

ground, enhanced drone technology and higher volume of infantry and armoury. This paper concludes 

that the ECOWAS’ charter goal of integration of the West African people may not be achievable, after 

all, due to incessant trans-border banditry and attendant insecurity. Trans-border banditry would continue 

to de-integrate the people of the sub-continent who would continue to harbour mutual suspicion and 

mistrust as armed groups inflict pain and destruction on lives and property in this region. 

 In view of the above , the paper recommends among others that the Security Council should authorise 

under a UN Chapter VII (obligatory on all member states) resolution, ECOWAS, LCBC, ECCAS, IOM, 

supported by MNJTF,ECOWAS troops and  French forces, to take all necessary means to help stabilise 

the situation. Its immediate and primary focus should be on restoring law and order, protecting civilians, 

providing humanitarian relief and documenting human rights abuses. Other countries should also provide 

logistical (including transportation) and intelligence support in coordination with ECOWAS, UN and the 

African Union.  

Terror groups operating in the Sahel region like Boko Haram not only have implications for the peace and 

stability of the ECOWAS region, but also for other international actors including UK, USA, EU among 

others. The way the African states in the Sahel region are becoming breeding grounds of terror groups 

with transnational networks, concerns are raised that the targets could go beyond Africa. Analysts and 

scholars posit that a successful terror attack in the US or Europe, planned in Africa and executed by 

African extremists is only a matter of time. So also, the possibility that terrorism in Niger would have its 

origins in Sahel region of Africa cannot be ruled out in future. Moreover, the growing competition and 

collaboration among the Islamic extremist groups in Africa is itself a worrying trend, which does not 

insulate anyone from being the target. India, on its part, needs to be concerned as it is deepening its 

partnership with African countries. If one were to look at some of the prominent spectacular attacks in 
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Africa in the recent past, there is a resemblance between the Kenya Westgate mall attack, Mali Radisson 

ICWA  Blu hotel attack, the Burkina Faso hotel attack, and the 26/11 attacks in Mumbai. These attacks 

were against soft targets in cosmopolitan cities, popular with foreigners. The alignment of terror groups 

makes more urgent the need to quickly integrate the continent’s security apparatus. Equally important is 

also the need for African states to strengthen their governance institutions. ECOWAS states need to 

support the regional and continent-wide security partnership initiatives undertaken by the AU and the 

regional bodies like ECOWAS and strengthen counter-insurgency capacity, including the governance 

institutions of individual countries. It should also scale up its intelligence and counter-terrorism linkages 

with African countries. 
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