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ABSTRACT 

The study focused on Critical analysis of root causes of security challenges in Nigeria and solutions. 

Insecurity which has come in different forms as Boko Haram, Fulani herdsmen, armed banditry and 

kidnapping are bruising more fears to the life of the common people. This is compounded by hunger, 

unemployment infrastructures and other vices too numerous to mention. The root cause of security 

challenges is crime which is used to be decided by people because it is opposed to both natural and divine 

laws. The finding shows that Political security, Freedom from domination and other arbitrary government 

has effect on Economic and social security, freedom from poverty and wants, cultural security, Freedom 

from ethnic and religious domination, Environmental Security, freedom from environmental destruction 

and resources security on the causes, economics effects and impact of Fulani herdsmen and Farmers crisis 

on national development in Nigeria. It was recommended that Federal government should engage peace 

and conflict resolution experts in dealing with issues concerning Fulani herdsmen and Farmers crises and 

that ranching method of cattle rearing location across the country while the herdsmen should be given 

needed training for effective and efficient management of the ranching. 

Keywords: root causes, security challenge, Nigeria, Fulani herdsmen 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Insecurity which has come in different forms as Boko Haram, Fulani herdsmen, armed banditry and 

kidnapping are bruising more fears to the life of the common people. This is compounded by hunger, 

unemployment infrastructures and other vices too numerous to mention. The root cause of security 

challenges is crime which is used to be decided by people because it is opposed to both natural and divine 

laws. 

Regrettably, crime is in its highest peak now in Nigeria. It is no more novel, it is rather full time job of 

many a good Nigerians. Troubles, gruesome murders, robberies by violence, rape, cultism, ritual killings, 

bribery and official corruption, obtaining goods/money by false pretenses, high people kidnapping and 

abductions, child stealing, religious and political violence associated with bomb blast and use of other 

sophisticated offensive weapon to destroy lives and properties. These endless unhuman attitudes are 

enough to say that Nigeria is a crime injected nation. 

It is a shame, a grossly unpardonable that our hands are hand cuffed to these sorts of crimes where human 

beings are treated like wolves and reptiles that are killed without mercy. This paper sets to highlights the 

root causes of security challenges in the country and suggest possible solution to this persisting 

phenomenon. 
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Nigeria and Security Challenges 

Nigeria is facing security crisis because of inadequate, misplaced and misguided security agenda. Every 

country exists to give security to all human all human beings living in the county. Some of the security 

challenges facing Nigeria are food, finance, transport, health care, personal and national security issues. 

We also witness political and tribal/ethnic crises, political assassinations and kidnapping/abduction in 

different parts of the country. There are cases of armed robbery here and there, human trafficking, 

environmental degradation and separatist agitations of the Niger Delta, desertification challenge in some 

parts of the Northern Nigeria, erosion problems in the Southern Eastern, Nigeria. Annual floods in urban 

centres in Nigeria, to mention but a few. It seems we have limited issues of limited issues of security to 

militarization or national security alone. Crises erupted from Nigerian systems; Majority of Nigerians 

seem to lack access to pipe borne water, health care facilities, electricity, good transport system, food, 

affordable and qualitative education. Lack of these (the aforementioned) could have given rise to some 

pervasive ethnic-religious crises and terrorism in the country. 

The Fulani herdsmen in most cases settled in fertile areas to rear their cattle and when the migration 

continued to be dictated by economic and socio-political factors, increase trends of conflicts between the 

herders and their host communities (farmers escalated. Many Nigerians lost their lives, properties/ 

farmlands or crops every year to Fulani herders. The conflicts between Fulani herdsmen and farmers 

came into existence as a result of encroachment of farmlands by the Fulani herders (Ajibefun, 2017). 

Furthermore, the killings recorded by Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash has rampaged most 

communities displacing them of their farmlands and loss of their major source of livelihood. This is 

becoming unbearable with Fulani herdsmen always having their ways leaving the farmers at their mercy. 

Herdsmen attribute the roots of the crisis to religious differences resulting in the killing of their cows 

while the farmers see the herdsmen as a threat to their crops and agricultural produce since the herdsmen 

allow their cows to feed on the farmer’s crops (Ajibefun, 2017). 

The deadly crisis between herdsmen and crop farmers have become one of the major insecurity problems 

in Nigeria. It was stressed that it is second to Boko Haram imperil (Okoro, 2018). The bloody attacks and 

counter attacks have created social and relational implications and economic adverse effects. According 

to Olakiitan (2016), the failure of government to address the situation of herdsmen attacks decisively has 

several implications for Nigeria. The fact that herdsmen now carry sophisticated ammunition with which 

they kill and main perceived opponents at will constitutes graves danger to national security. This is 

because security personnel including the police have not been able to withstand weapon-wielding 

herdsmen’s boldness and firepower. Based on Okoro (2018) submission, the herdsmen have sacked whole 

communities, abducted elder statesmen, burnt churches, killed church priests and other worshipers, killed 

police officers, raped, looted and perpetrated heinous crimes while the government has done less to arrest 

the situation, which is a serious threat to national security and national development. 

Farmer’s displacement from the affected communities has drastically reduced agricultural production in 

Nigeria. This has been amply demonstrated by relative shortage of farm produce in the rural and urban 

market of central Nigeria (Chukwuma, 2016). The socio-economic implications of the Fulani herdsmen 

are likened to the end consequences of Boko Haram insurgents because of its emergence terrorism 

activities. The Fulani herdsmen have adversely affected the economy of Nigeria generally (Abdullahi, 

2019). Every Sector of the economy is disrupted in one way or the other by the continued violence and 

insecurity in the country. Dauda (2019) stressed that the gains in the agricultural sector of the economy, 

especially in the area of food production, may suffer a serious setback as a result of the negative effect of 

the activities on farmers in area where Fulani herdsmen crises is pervasive. Socio-economic life in those 

states is usually grounded to a halt as people could not freely go about their farming and socio-economic 

activities for fear of being killed. 

Crisis is inevitable as long as we live together, especially in a multi-ethnic, cultural and religious 

community life Nigeria. However, violence leaves us with various form of retardation and 

underdevelopment resulting from the destruction of lives, farmland and property. The crises has had 

devastating effects on intergroup relationship in Nigeria. Olukunle (2018) stressed that crisis is an event 
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that lead to an unstable and dangerous situation affecting an individual, group, community, or whole 

society. Crisis also refers to an unexpected unplanned situation or rather threat that suddenly dawns upon 

an area out of nowhere. It means an event that threatens the stability of a society or country. Titilope 

(2016) opined that crises is any event that may lead to an individual, group, community, or whole society. 

It is deemed to be negative changes in the security, economic, political, societal, or environmental affairs, 

especially when they occur abruptly, with little or no warning. 

Environmental conflict is conflicts caused by unfavourable environmental factors such as; degradation, 

scarcity, resources, demands and so on. Environmental scarcity occurs as a result of degradation and 

pressure on renewable and non-renewable natural resources which is very common in developing 

countries. It is due to inadequate availability of natural resources like water, arable lands, oil etc. This 

limited availability of resources push people living in such areas to leave in order to have access to 

resources (Agboola, 2020). Nigeria far north is avid and semi-avid, with a long dry season from October 

to May and low rainfall (600 to 900mm) from June to September. The national meteorological Agency 

reported that over the preceding 30 years the annual rainy season dropped from an average of 150 to 120 

days. In the last six decades, over 350,00sq km of the already arid region turned to desert or desert- like 

conditions, a phenomenon progressing southward at the rate of 0.6km per year. In Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 

Jigawa, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto, Yobe and Zamfara states, estimates suggest than 50-75 percent of 

the land area is becoming desert. These environmental changes have wrecked agriculture and human 

livelihoods, forcing millions of pastoralist and others to migrate south, in search of productive land. 

Migration initially was seasonal, with herders spending December to May in the central zone before 

returning north. Over the last two decades, however, as available pastures shrank in the far north, herders 

have been staying in the central zone longer-from December to June or June or July. More recently, some 

have chosen to graze their herds there permanently. This has triggered increasing disputes over land and 

water use with central Nigeria’s growing populations of sedentary crop farmers (Agboola, 2020).  

Herders’ attacks on farming communities have spawned dangerous political, economic and religious 

conspiracy. One is that the attacks are part of a longer- term Fulani plot to displace indigenous 

populations and seize their lands. Among Christian communities herders attacks are widely seen as a 

subtle form of Jihad. In March 2016, the prelate of the Methodist Church of Nigeria Dr Samuel Uche, 

said: “We are aware there is a game plan to Islamize Nigeria, and they are using the Fulani herdsmen to 

initiate it” In the south east, Biafra separatist groups describe the attacks as part of a northern plot to over 

when in the peoples of the south and forcefully convert them to Islam. Some southerner accuse President 

Buhari of deliberately failing to stop herders aggression, pointing to his pastoral Fulani background and 

his position as life patron of the cattle breaders’ association (MACBAN) to buttress their charges. 

Though, these charges are not supported by any solid evidence, but they are aggravating interfaith distrust 

and undermining the country’s fragile unity. 

In his own opinion, Richards (2019) affirm that serious attacks being perpetrated by arm bandit makes 

people took to arms either to defend themselves or a form of reprisal attack. This in turn will eventually 

be a breakdown of law and order, prevailing anarchy. The sounds of arms in the process of attack, the 

spilling of blood, burning of houses and farmlands during a violent conflict and host of others are all 

threat to a nation. (Akanji, Badmus and Kolade, 2017). For safety, people leave such environment to a 

well secured environment which is also another threat to the new environment due to its over population 

and also the shortage of food, water and shelter. Recurring violence between herdsmen and farmers, as 

well as related cattle theft and banditry in many states in Nigeria posed serious threats to peace and 

security. Although, the crisis is increasingly describe in religious terms, completing claims to land and 

other resources are at its cores. 

Glesitch (2010) identifies some factors that may constitute comprehensive motion of security to be either: 

 Political security: Freedom from domination and other arbitrary government. 

 Economic and social security: Freedom from poverty and wants. 

 Cultural security: Freedom from ethnic and religious domination. 

 Environmental Security: Freedom from environmental destruction and resources security. 
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 Food Security: Access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food 

preferences for an active healthy life. 

It seems these challenges have grown higher than what they were some years back. Yet security is vital to 

Nigeria’s cohesion, peace and sustainable development. It seems Nigeria cannot boast that she has 

provided her citizen with all the above securities. 

With the lingering challenges and the inability of the security apparatus of the government to guarantee 

safety and security in the country, the question that borders everyone in Nigeria today is that “can there be 

security? Is security of lives and properties achievable?. Apparently, the security situation in Nigeria 

appears or at least have remained unsurmountable and many people have argued that government at all 

levels has not done enough by not confronting the situation head on and dealing with it decisively, others 

have argued that the situation has a political undertone or inclination calculated to serve the interest of 

certain political gods who have been dissatisfied and disgruntled about the political manifestations in the 

country. 

 

Some Root Causes of Security Challenges in Nigeria 

However, the causes of security threats in Nigeria are many, Catholic Laity Connial of Nigeria (CLCN, 

2019) identifies the followings as root causes of insecurity:  

(1) Moral Quandry: Some of these prevailing moral issues of diversified native and consequences 

include; corruption of different types and standards, inordinate desire to acquire wealth, debauchery 

which is made incredibly present in suffocating marital infidelity haggling sexual relations among 

teens sex trivialization in the institutions of higher learning and marriage among the people of some 

gender (Gay). 

(2) Breakdown of our Cherished  Cultural Values. Cultural values link the community with their 

ancestors and with God. The value of the sacredness of life helps to enshew all attitude contrary to the 

promotion of human life while the value of communication stands against all attitudes that tends to 

promote excessive individualism and despotism. Both values help to create a humane community 

where other values, which are antidotes to moral crises are cultivated. 

(3) Injustices and faulty Justice System. Our legal and justice are so faulty that the rule of laws have 

become the rule of men. Most of our laws are archaic and moribund. Some are prescriptions made by 

superiors for binding on injeriors. There exist some “untouchables”, cabals who are above the laws of 

this land. They can neither be arrested nor prosecuted. The worship of the untouchables of the land is 

a juxtaposition that reveals an aspect of security challenges in Nigeria. Such example is the refusal of 

the former Head of State, General Ibrahim Babangida who repeatedly defy summons to appear before 

Justice Oputa panel to answer allegations of human right abuses. Big shots in the country have been 

linked with sponsorship of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria where thousands of lives have been 

lost and thousands displaced, yet the untouchable are still parading the streets unscrathed. James Ibori 

was innocent at home but guilty abroad, Nigeria law is meant for only the poor (Sat. Punch 

04/04/2021). 

(4) Religious Intolerance and Ethnic Conflict. Effiong C. (2019) also identifies the following factors as 

religious intolerance and ethnic conflicts. 

 Devetion of one’s religion. 

 Value conflict. 

 Psychological jealousy. 

 Unregulated competition. 

 Alibi of other conflicts 

 Growing pains 

This aforementioned points have independently or in combination been causal elements influencing 

action throughout history of security challenges emanating from religious intolerance. It could be over 

zealousness to one’s religion, competition for scarce goods, attitude to certain individuals of a religious 
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belief that could provoke psychological jealousy which in turn leads to some kind of violence. It could be 

linked to ostensibly cultural differences that spill over into political conflict, reducing ends to economics. 

(5) Poverty/Unemployment/Poor Remuneration 

Effiong (2019) says Nigeria is faced with acute poverty, unemployment saga as well as poor remuneration 

for workers. Retired civil/public servants in the country are equally crying of ill prepared pension 

schemes and lack of welfare plans. The unemployed youth do fund solace in a devil’s workshop to 

commit crimes and pose security challenges while the under paid employees resort to official corruptions 

and dwindled productivity. Retires resort to complaints and attacked to the government. 

(6) Unchecked inflow of Lethal Weapons. This is proliferation of light weapons. Some politicians who 

procure lethal weapons for unemployed youths to use in guarding them to succeed in campaigns and 

elections did not recover such weapons from the youths. They now use those weapons to form cult 

groups or armed robbery and kidnapping for ransom. The end result is increase in violent crimes and 

security challenges in our nation. 

(7) The Menace of Fake and Illicit Drugs: Our young people have become drug addicts in the increase 

and stay under such influence to commit heinous crimes. Even though most of the drugs are taken for 

man’s well being, but unfortunately, they have been abused in various ways. 

(8) Greed and Self Centerdness. Like the state of nature of Thomas Hobbes everybody simply pursues 

the satisfaction of his/her self-interest. There is no other rule of action than self-interest and its 

satisfaction. But in the course of pursuing the satisfaction of self interest, men have come into 

conflicts, quarreled and fought with one another-an aspect of security challenge in the country. 

(9) Neglect of God and His Ordinances: In pursuing the desires of the human nature, man have deviated 

from the norms of the spirit. These are two enemies (Gal. 5 vs 16-26). Insecurity becomes imminent 

because human nature shows itself in immoral, filting and indecent actions (Isa. 65 vs 1-8). There are 

serious signs of concern of Nation monching dangerously towards a state of emergency anarchy or 

doom. 

It is very clear that Nigeria in recent times has witnessed all unprecedented threat level of insecurity. This 

has made national security threat to be a major issue in Nigeria. Eme, Nwachukwu & Olise (2017) 

identifies the following as part of the causes of security threats in Nigeria. These include, youth 

unemployment, the culture of get rich-quick based on greed, proliferation of small arms and light 

weapons as well as inadequate policing of our borders and maritime environment. Also, Achumba; 

Ighomereho & Akpor-Robaro (2013) states the causes of security challenges in Nigeria to include: lack of 

institutional capacity resulting in government failure, pervasive material inequalities and unfairness, 

ethno-religious conflicts, conflict of perceptions between the public and government, weak security 

system, loss of socio-cultural and communal value system. He further mentioned these as immediate and 

proximate factors which caused security threats in Nigeria: Porous boorders, rural/urban drift, social 

irresponsibility of companies, unemployment/ poverty, terrorism and insecurity of business environment. 

 

Possible Solution to Security Challenges 

If Nigeria as a nation wishes to get out of this persistent security threats, the following steps suggested by 

Nashakyea (2019) has to be taken without wasting time: 

(1) The Role of the Government: The main responsibility of any government is to ensure the security 

and safety of her citizens, who willingly surrender their rights to be overseen by them. Government 

can ensure the security and safety of her citizenry through good governance. Good governance aims 

at: 

 Promoting and sustaining holistic and integrated human development, enabling people lead clean, 

descent, happy and autonomous lives and encouraging better service delivery and improved 

accountability. 

To deliver better services, governing bodies and individuals must act in the public interest at all 

times; consistent with legislation and government policies, avoiding self-interest and if necessary, 

act against perceived organisational interest. 
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(2) The Role of Religious Houses 

The real essence of all religious is to sue for and ensure peace. Christians and Muslims are expected 

to be examples of peace. When we maintain a relationship with God, out common language of expression 

and altar of service becomes commitment to quality service delivery. 

(3) Corporate and Individual Roles: Corporate governance and corporate organisations can ensure the 

effective functioning of their organisations. Organisations that ensure good governance give back to 

the community by ensuring that the interest of all stakeholders is taken care of. 

To corroborate the above, Eme, Nwachukwu & Olise (2017) postulates the following as the 

solution to the Nigeria security threat thus: leadership development, good governance, socio-economic 

development, elimination of corruption and entrenchment of social justice, radical change in values and 

development of a more balanced security strategy to counter violence crimes and local terrorism (Boko 

Haram). He says Nigeria needs to develop visionary leadership, war against insecurity would be won only 

by raising good governance, provides gainful employment, ensure fairness, social justice and equal right 

for all as well as radical change in value system which is paramount and imperative in restoring security 

in the country. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Combating insecurity goes beyond guns and drones, but rather spreading good education, good 

governance and creating employment for the teeming youth who are awfully tough and restive because 

the future appears black. The solution involves concerted efforts from all and sundry to build a nation 

where peace and justice shall reign. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Government should improve on information technology by installing CCTVs to monitor illegal 

immigrants, arms and ammunition into the country. 

2. Your unemployment should be directly tackled by all levels of government. 

3. The Nigerian security agencies should be counselled to sum bribery and other corrupt acts. 

4. The Nigerian security agencies should be well remunerated to sum bribery and corruption. 

5. There is need for civil societies to raise public awareness as well as in lobbying for concrete 

change or in helping o initiate and carry out a process of reforming national integrity. 

Government need to modernize the security agencies with training, intelligence sharing, advanced 

technology, logistics, motivations and changes of orientations. 
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