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ABSTRACT 
The study examined the resource politics and violence through the perceived experiences of 

youths in decision making structures in oil communities of Ohaji/Egbema Imo State Nigeria. The 

study adopted a survey design based on Focus Group Discussion and Key Informant Interviews. 

A total of 42 Key Informants interviews and 18 FGD section were held. Descriptive qualitative 

and narrative reporting was employed to elucidate the responses based on the research 

objectives. The findings reveal the level of difficulties experienced by youths in the 

communities. Data shows that absence and poor access to job opportunities were (is still) rated 

highest within the communities. The study thus concludes that the established relationship of the 

oil multinationals and the youths in the communities have failed to create a roadmap of tangible 

development to correct the perceptions of imbalances and marginalization anchored on the nature 

of bias in development projects and has increased the levels of subjective insecurities, perceived 

low social capital for youths to build support mechanisms. The study recommends that youths 

should be well integrated into local governance and decision structure as key stakeholders in the 

Oil Multinationals and beneficiaries at the community level. This must be done without 

politicizing the process with prejudice. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

With violence rising in magnitude and patterns across the breadth of Niger-Delta communities, 

the proportion of offences the youths are culpable and apprehended for by police has fallen. This 

further erodes community trust in the authority within most host communities of oil 

multinationals in Ohaji/Egbema and Oguta of Imo State, Nigeria. Youth restiveness portrays 

man‟s negative side of social development. This negative development is rather unfortunate and 

has become one of the many security challenges facing man in contemporary society Ojoba, 

Chima, Emina (2020). As observed by Chukwemeka and Agbara (2010), human society and the 

entire universe is simply and squarely a complex entity. Given this, individuals and groups have 

their complexities, needs, aspirations, hopes, goals, opinions, views and values, which could be 

social, economic, religious, psychological or political. Similarly, Coleman (1996) observed that 

psychological variables and deprivation is the basic product of conflict and restiveness of any 

kind. He further argued that the more widespread and intense deprivation is among the 
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population members, the greater the magnitude of violence in one form or the other. Ojoba, 

Chima, Emina (2020) identified specific causes of youth restiveness in the rural area of 

Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni to include: Lack of senses of ownership, participation and benefit from oil 

and gas industries operating in their communities; Dearth of viable income generating 

infrastructures and programmes provided for the people by the oil and gas industries. High level 

of unemployment especially, among the youths; Employment of outsiders and excluding 

indigenes of the community in the employment; Exclusion of host communities from service 

provision to oil industries; Lack of provision of social services like water, electricity, health 

education, roads; Reprisal attack; Denial of participatory opportunities to youths, among others.   

 

Overall, youth restiveness and resource curse narratives of Niger Delta are still dearth and 

preconceived to be undermined as a result of the backdrops in the proper implementation of the 

GMOU and CSR of Multinationals in the Oil-producing host communities of Ohaji/Egbema. In 

support of the above, this study identified several other causes to include but not limited to; 

subjective insecurities from dependant youths whose standard of living is yet to reflect the 

prospect of a beneficiary of the Oil Host Community. Youths in the communities are constantly 

perceived as inexplicably suffering insidious marginalization. These are prominent in the levels 

of violence and subjective insecurities, decline in values education due to poor educational 

facilities within the communities, illiteracy, unemployment, poverty, absence of social amenities, 

and above all, lack of political inclusion of the youth as major stakeholders in community trust 

system of the region. Kimiebi (2010) laments that whereas the oil produced in the Niger Delta is 

the lifeblood of the country‟s economy; oil has failed to translate to regional prosperity and 

development in the Niger Delta especially, as it concerns mainstreaming youths as major 

stakeholders and beneficiaries of the resource structures and wealth been appropriated from the 

host communities. 

With much evidence of state-induced violent repressions against oil communities such as; 

Egbema crises (1989-91), Oburu violence (1989), Umuchem Massacre (1990), Bonny tragedy 

(1992), Egi-Obaji Mayhem (1994), Tai-Biara (Ogoni) Massacre (1994), Ubima tragedy (1995) 

and Odi Massacre (1999), among others (Eteng, 1996; Raji, 1998; Ovwasa, 1999) and the 

institutionalization of development commissions and boards, including the Niger Delta 

Development Commissions (NDDC) (ANEEJ, 2004:20), the development crises rocking the 

region are seeking legitimacy to put a stop to the illegitimate situations. Like Ikelegbe (2005) 

rightly puts; as much as the Niger Delta crisis is essential, but among others, a governance crisis. 

It is a crisis of State and Corporate governance that is intricately linked in the three levels of 

conflict in the region; thus communities versus federal government, communities versus oil 

companies and communities versus communities. Kemedi (2003:2) reports that the enormous 

resources and consequent power and influence that the MNOCs weigh over the host 

communities (HCs) are dominant and significant social force, which have further shaped and 

reshaped the local economies, local politics, local struggles and local conflicts. This study thus 

departs from extant studies by examining resource politics and violence through the lens of 

youths in decision making structures in oil communities of Ohaji/Egbema Imo State, Nigeria. 

 

2.0       METHODOLOGY 

The study adopted a cross-sectional design. This involves the systematic collection of data in a 

standardized form from an identifiable population, sample or representative. In determining the 

population, the study includes all youths in the study area. Hence multistage sampling technique, 
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the study first employed a random sampling to give every youth the equal opportunity for 

representation. The snowball sampling was then employed to get key informants for the 

interview sections who were assumed to be key stakeholders in youth and community affairs. In 

the first stage, Ohaji/Egbema Local government area was purposively chosen based on the 

availability and operations of oil multinationals in the locality. The second stage involved the 

purposive selection of Eight (8) towns and each from the local government areas. This 

constituted four villages each from Egbema and Ohaji in which two (2) focus groups participant 

comprising of Ten (10) participants each were gathered to elicit information. The rationale 

behind the adoption of the FGD is that there is a need for a certain category of individuals among 

the Ohaji/Egbema to observe the changes in the patterns of marginalization and youth restiveness 

in the oil-producing communities of Imo State. The table below shows the distribution of the 

Key Informant Interview (IDIs) and the Focus Group Discussion (FGD). The study purposively 

engaged seven Key Informants in each of the six communities, thus totalling 42 key informants 

interviewed. Similarly, two (2) sets of Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) were conducted in each 

of the communities across three groups of youths, women and men groups thus amounting to 

One hundred and eighty (180) discussants. In sum the sample drawn was totalled, two hundred 

and twenty-two respondents. The reported data from the KIIs and FGDs were reported verbatim 

and presented thematically. Data for this work was from both primary and secondary source. The 

study adopted both qualitative methods of data analysis. Under the qualitative method, the 

qualitative approach was used to analyze information gathered from the FGD and interview 

sessions. The method in the qualitative analysis involves the transcription of observed outcomes 

into conceptual codes that are transcribed into thematic areas for discussion. These themes are 

cross-referenced to find a relationship that will inform the formation of new models and theories 

focused on solving identified scientific problems. 

 

3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

To measure the above research objective, indicators were used: 

First the study enquired on the perceived difficulties experienced by youths in your community  

Information from primary source revealed the various categories of difficulties the youths are 

saddled with and had experienced overtime in Ohaji/Egbema communities to include the 

following as represented in table 4.2 
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Live Experiences of Socioeconomic Marginalization and Youth Restiveness  

 

 
 
Figure 4.1: Respondents opinions on difficulties experienced by youths in Ohaji/Egbema 

Perceived Experiences of Marginalization by Type 

Source:  Researcher‟s Fieldwork, 2020 

 

Data in table 4.2 reveals the cumulative rating of respondents on the level of difficulties 

experienced by youths in the communities. Data shows that the absence and poor access to job 

opportunities was (is still) rated highest with 22.3% followed by 23.1% that represents a bias in 

community development projects as compared with other oil-producing states, 21.5% weak 

implementation of CSR by Oil companies in the community, 19.5% represented poor health 

facilities in the community, while 14.2% represented the least on the scale which is; poor 

infrastructural and capacity development programs. This gave a fillip to probe more on what the 

youths perceive as forms of restiveness and to rate them also to help identify the mode of 

restiveness that is currently prevailing. Thus, data from respondents was presented in a graphical 

set to observe the modes in the frequency of responses on what constitutes restiveness amongst 

youths in Ohaji/Egbema communities. 
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Figure 2: Perceived Forms of Restiveness as Identified by the Respondents 

Source:  Researcher‟s Fieldwork, 2020 

 
Data in figure 4.3 shows that cultism and violence were highest and represented by 29%, of the 

respondents, perceived forms of restiveness in Ohaji/Egbema followed by sabotage of community peace 

and development 23%, drug and substance abuse recorded 22%. Similarly, 16% of respondents identified 

a growing number of youths as political mercenaries to foment discord and 10 % accepted that most of 

their youths are often involved in armed robbery and kidnapping. 

To observe the nuance in their responses the researcher probed further. Data from the qualitative FGD 

and Interview as shown below revealed that some community youths, during personal interviews, noted 

thus: 

Respondent 1: “For me, I think we as a people or community are not treated fairly in 

terms of development and or economic opportunities KII/Female/46years/Ochia/Woman 

Leader.  
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Probing question: What do you mean when you say not treated fairly? 

Information from the Focus Group Discussion revealed thus: 
„The scope and nature of marginalization experienced in Ohaji/Egbema every day. In the past, 

almost all the youths were linked to one form of livelihood options as of income but with the 

presence of oil and operations of AGIP, SEPLAT, WATERSMITH and SPDC, the underlying 

politics in community development has continually sparked reactions and behavioural odds 

amongst the youths in particular. We have been gradually experiencing an upsurge of youths 

involved in drug and substance abuse all over the communities of Ohaji/Egbema. This has affected 

the vision of most youths. They are now more violent than I have ever seen in my entire life since 

that‟s the only means to achieve basic livelihoods especially, around oil-linked jobs and 

compensatory incomes as part of the corporate social responsibility in bonded labour contracts 

with the oil multinationals FGD/Male/Community Chief/Egbema”. 

 

 Going from the above responses, it can be deduced that from the established relationship of oil 

multinationals and youths in most Niger-Delta communities, the most effective way of being inclusive in 

development and community affairs is by taking up to violence hence the justification for youths 

engagements in violence, cultism and above all, they can only do this when there is opium driving their 

psychology very high and making them fearless thus, the choice of drug and substance abuse become 

obvious. Information at the discretion of the researcher revealed that though the youths are highly 

marginalized and oppressed social groups in general there is no homogeneity between and amongst the 

communities. The hierarchical principles and feelings of being a deprived and marginalized group among 

the communities due to the entrenched ethnopolitics of divisibility by the state, segregating and creating 

uncommon imbalances within and amongst people especially, the youths who are unequally 

disadvantaged and weakened relationship with power structures within and beyond the communities.  

Put succinctly, the only option for youths to pacify themselves lies in building solidarity or social capital 

around their perceived state of marginalization through constant believes and hopes that one day things 

would change for good. Hence, they often and seldom get succour and hopes that their lives would be 

better with time irrespective of taking into drug and substance abuse as they pass time and look up to the 

future for a better tomorrow (temporal modifier of their conditions). 

This was evident in the responses from the FGD below: 

 
“It is now a common practice to wake up every morning hours and late evenings to see youths 

gathered at specific spots with funny names or codes to identify the spot where they gather to 

smoke marijuana and drinking alcohols and exhibit unruly behaviours without fears or respect for 

any constituted authorities. This can be attributed to the level of restiveness and perceived 

marginality they are conditioned into FGD/Youth/Obokofia”.  

 

“Marginalization is the worse form of injustice and inequity for a community well enriched in gas 

and housing multinational corporations like SPDC, Agip, Seplat and Waltersmith yet lacking the 

power resources and share of tangible economic development structures to build its human 

capacity especially, on the youths. Even though we are amongst the key communities of the state 

steering socio-economic development and food security of the state yet; we seldom have nothing 

to show for it in all ramifications of livelihood development FGD/Youth/Awara/47years”. 

 

From the personal narratives of the lived experience of Socioeconomic Marginalization and Youth 

Restiveness analyzed four themes were identified: 

 Stark unemployment and precarious living standard of youths making them vulnerable to the 

economic trends. 

 Challenges in transiting economically and uncertainties of achieving self-sufficiency. 

 Inability to build and sustain social capital necessary for social, economic and political height and 

alteration from political interference. 

 Weak social current from family networks rising from social isolation and risky health behaviour 

amongst the youths.  
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These themes summarized the experiences of participants while they were interviewed. The participants 

described being unequally treated and having poor control over decisions and power relations in 

community affairs.  

There are no job opportunities here in the community even with the presence of the Oil 

multinationals, our youths are marginally excluded from the mainstream employments 

and worse off is the reservation of the menial jobs like local and corporate security and 

cleaners to pacify the youths and by so they are unequally represented 

KII/Male/Egbema/45years.  

 

“Issues on weak social current from families, rise in isolation and risky health behaviours 

amongst the youths is no doubt the reason most youths have turned into the association of 

questionable characters or identities and thus finds it difficult to help their fellow youths 

rise to a good standard of living. However, some forms of feeling or sentiments would 

make one quickly tag the youths as risk-driven because they want to make life 

comfortable for themselves at all cost without weighing the consequences of their 

decisions. This has evoked deeper feelings of depression and self-shame that is, in turn, 

turning most youths into drug and substance abuse, ritualism, cyber-criminality, 

organized kidnappers and other risky behaviours that is sinister to the 

development.KII/Male/Abachekee/37years”  

The implication of the above signifies that in the present day, and amongst the youth cohorts there is a 

wide socio-cultural margin distorting their ability to build stronger social and financial capital to help 

them out of the restive situation in their community. Therefore, the social current needed for human 

capital development especially, as it affects the youths and the social relationships that they occupy within 

their communities are far-fetched from been resolved. 

 

4.0       CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that the established relationship of the oil multinationals and the youths in the 

communities have failed to create a roadmap of tangible development and this has continually increased 

the perceived marginalization in the communities.  This is evident in biased development projects, the 

increase in subjective insecurities and infrastructural decay within the communities of Ohaji/Egbema. The 

youths are thus, losing confidence in the sociopolitical system and no longer have the bond or social 

capital to build support mechanisms to guarantee their livelihood income. The consequence becomes 

obvious on perceived inequities that are impacting on overall subjective security of the youths. It was 

believed that the level of disparity in the communities is adversely affecting the prospects of the youths to 

meet up to their needs and to become financially independent from their elderly parents and families. This 

situation often creates an atmosphere of fear that they might not make a good standard in life while living 

as youth hence, evoking the new motive of trying to be on a fast lane to make wealth at all cost even 

against the social values of respect, fears, and sacredness of life. 

  

5.0       RECOMMENDATION 

The social institutions in the communities must put concerted efforts to strengthen the relationships with 

the youth groups to address the inequity and build a good support system for local governance within the 

community level. By this, key stakeholders in the Oil Multinationals and the beneficiaries at the 

community level must be mandated to commit all derivation funds towards practical skills and 

empowerment programs void of any form of prejudice. 
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