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ABSTRACT 

The study evaluated the nexus between self-concept, self-awareness, self-motivation and students’ 

academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State. Four research 

questions and four null hypotheses guided the study. The study adopted a correlational research 

design. The population comprised of 6420 Senior Secondary II (SSII) Accounting students in the 

268 senior secondary schools in Rivers State. The sample size was 990 SSII Accounting students 

fixed using Taro Yamane’s sample size formula. The multistage sampling approach, comprising 

proportional, stratified and purposive sampling techniques were used to select the sample. Two self-

designed instruments titled self-concept, self-awareness, and self-motivation scale (SSSS) and 

students’ academic performance test (SAPT) were used for data collection.  Face and content 

validation were carried out on both instruments. The Cronbach alpha was used to establish the 

reliability coefficient of 0.80 for SSSS and 0.78 for SAPT.  The Pearson’s Product Moment 

Correlation analysis was used to answer research questions, while t-test and Regression analyses were 

used to test the hypotheses.  It was found that students’ self-concept, self-awareness, and self-

motivation positively related to students’ academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State. It was recommended, among others, that school guidance counsellors should 

encourage students to be self-motivated and develop positive self-concept towards Accounting, 

Ministry of Education, schools, individuals and school administrators should motivate students by 

giving scholarships to students that perform well in Accounting. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Since the advent of education in Nigeria, the quest for better academic performance began to emerge, 

which has directed the government to constantly review educational programmes, programme 

durations, policies, procedures, curricula, and so on. Academic performance of students has been the 

pivot for promotion, graduation, continuation, certification and having a job. Thus, the quest for 

students’ better academic performance has been a challenge to government, teachers and parents. 

Government has put in place programmes, policies, procedures, curricula, structures, facilities, 

equipment, materials and many others for students’ better academic performance.  Teachers are 

playing their part by following the curriculum, syllabus and using the best teaching methods and 

facilities available to teach their students to enhance performance, while parents are making efforts in 

providing necessities for better academic performance of their children. 
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Academic performance is the measurement of student accomplishment in learning across different 

subjects (Epunam, 1999). He further stated that the accomplishment includes the information, skills, 

trade and ideas acquired and obtained through their course of study within and outside the classroom 

situation. It is the outcome of determination and hard work of students in their academic 

pursuit. Pandney (2008) defined academic performance as the students’ achievement in the subjects 

they study in the school. This determines the students’ status in the class, position and what they 

graduate with.  The Free Dictionary (2018) defined Accounting as a systematic process of identifying, 

recording, measuring, classifying, verifying, summarizing, interpreting and communicating financial 

information to the users.  It reveals profit or loss and income or expenditure for a given period; and the 

value and nature of a firm’s assets, liabilities and owners’ equity or the worth of a nation.  

According to Asaolu (2002), Accounting is the process of recording, classifying, selecting, 

measuring, interpreting, summarizing and reporting financial data of an organization to the   users for 

objective assessment and decision-making. The users of accounting information and records are 

students, management, government, employees, evaluators, creditors, financial analyst, the public, and 

so on.  Accounting data is processed into accounting information through the use of accounting 

principles and conversions. Accounting principles are basic fundamental principles which guide in 

the preparation of the books of accounts and interpretation of financial statements. The accounting 

information system is proven, time-honoured, and its format is universally accepted. Ibrahim and 

Kazeem (2017) said Accounting is the process of recording, classifying, selecting, measuring, 

interpreting and communicating financial data of an organization to enable users make decisions.  It is 

the process of recording data relating to accounting transactions in the accounting books. Accounting is 

important to students, public, private office holders, house wives and many others because accounting is 

applicable to everyday life and in all situations 

Some of the benefits of Accounting to students during and after school, as stated by Ibrahim and 

Kazeem (2017) include the following: 

1. Accounting information can be used for decision making. 

2. It provides permanent records for all transactions. 

3. It helps to determine the profitability of a business concern. 

4. Accounting records are used for tax assessment. 

5. Helps to prevent fraudulent practices. 

6. The record shows the income and expenditure. 

7. The assets and liabilities are shown by the accounting records.   

Steinberger (2005) posited that academic performance encompasses students’ ability and performance; 

it is multidimensional; it is intricately related to human growth, and cognitive, emotional and social 

physical development; it reflects the whole child; it is not related to a single instance, but occurs 

across time and levels, throughout a student’s life. Therefore, it relates to how well a student is 

accomplishing his tasks or studies. Academic performance in school is evaluated in a number of ways. 

For regular grading, students demonstrate their knowledge by taking written and oral tests, 

performing presentations, submission of homework and participating in class activities, internal and 

external examinations. Teachers evaluate students using internal and external examinations to 

describe how well a student has mastered the instructional objectives (Adesemowo, 2005).  Izundu 

(2005) pointed out that some environmental and psychological factors influence the learning 

capabilities of students, either positively or negatively.  He said that these factors include parental 

socio-economic status, level of parental supervision of children, home location, study habit, interest, 

attitude, anxiety, self-efficacy, emotional intelligence, self-concept, self-motivation, self-awareness, 

among others. This study focused on the last three factors. 

In self-concept every student is unique and is specially made for a special purpose to achieve certain 

goal(s).  Peoples’ perceptions of themselves depend on some previous responsibilities they have 

executed or based on what people of their categories have been able to do. Therefore, self-concept 

could be seen as one view of oneself based on what one has or what he has been able to do. Cokley 

(2000) defined academic self-concept as a student’s view of his or her academic ability when 
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compared with other students.  Academic self-concept can also be measured in specific subject areas 

such as Mathematics, English, Accounting and Science as it involves a description and an evaluation 

of one’s perceived academic performance.  

Uguma and Akpama (2005) reported that self-concept is a perceived opinion of oneself. The concept 

of yourself must be based on what you yourself are make-up and not another person’s make-up. 

Cherry (2018) saw self-concept as the image that we have of ourselves. Self-concept must be the 

image or picture we figure out of ourselves. Before now, every individual can tell more about what he 

likes and dislikes, in that respect, that individual has been able to dictate what he is best conformable.   

He further stated that self-concept is a collection of beliefs about one’s own nature, unique qualities, 

and typical behaviour. Your self-concept is your mental picture of yourself. It is a collection of self-

perceptions.  Self-concept is the nature, unique qualities, typical behaviour, and mental picture of 

oneself. These assertions go on to represent the fact that, one cannot have a self-concept without prior 

knowledge of his nature, unique qualities, typical behaviour and mental picture of himself.  

Self-concept refers to a student’s perceptions of competence or adequacy in academic and non-

academic (e.g., social, behavioural, and athletic) domains and is best characterized by a profile of self-

perceptions across domains (Manning, 2006). Hereford (2018) reported that self-concept is the 

understanding and knowledge you have of your own existence and how you see yourself in relation to 

others and to your surroundings. The knowledge of self-concept enables you to make a distinction 

between yourself and every other person in a given period of time.  Hereford (2018) outlined what 

constitutes a healthy self-concept to include: 

1. The ability to know yourself; to be able to assess your strengths, weaknesses, talents and 

potentials. 

2. The ability to be honest with yourself and be true to who you are and what you value. 

3. The ability to take responsibility for your choices and actions. 

4. The ability to love and accept yourself as you, know that you can improve and develop any 

aspect of yourself that you choose. 

Thus, self-concept will enable you to be confident, poised and dogged to pursue any task that comes 

your way and to achieve high academic performance. The view of yourself must be unchanging and 

will be able to see you through no matter how onerous and arduous the task before you seems to 

appear.  A healthy self-concept is always likely to be accompanied and shown by hard work, 

commitment and positive attitude.  Rogers (1992) explained that self-concept refers to the extent to 

which self-knowledge is clearly and confidently defined, internally consistent, and temporally stable. 

Self-concept is the total knowledge of oneself both internally and externally. The person should be 

able to know himself inwardly and outwardly in order to know the extent he can go in any academic 

performance. Self-concept is classified by Peters (2004) as self-criticism, self-study, self-satisfaction, 

physical self, the moral ethical self, the personal self, the family self, the social self and the positive 

self. Therefore, Accounting students who have positive self-concept will know their capacity and what 

to do that will positively affect their academic performance 

Self-motivation is the ability to determine in oneself to take, pursue and complete tasks, goals, 

academics and so on.  In pursuing a carrier or academic performance, self-motivation is a key role 

because it is beyond normal motives.  It is the ability to follow step by step on making relevance 

changes in life, taking challenges where necessary, staying determined, focused, inspired despite 

obstacles until you attain high academic performance. Christian (2019) saw self-motivation as the 

ability to drive oneself to take initiative and action to pursue goals and complete tasks. It is the inner 

drive to take action, to create, pursue and to achieve the set goal.  

Zeeshan (2016) saw self-motivation as a skill that enables you to do things; it is a force that drives you 

to accomplish tasks and goals.  High academic performing students are self-motivated because their 

desires stimulate and energise them for high academic performance, to stay continually committed to a 

task, to make effort to attain their set goal.  Zeeshan further stated some elements of self-motivated 

students to include: learning from mistakes, having personal drive to achieve, being optimistic and 

courageous, having growth mindset, organized, good time manager, avoids distractions and engages in 
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commitment to academic excellence. Stipek (2008) found that self-motivated students learn 

independently and always choose to do challenging tasks. They persevere to complete the tasks. They 

undertake difficult tasks and integrate the knowledge acquired in school with their experiences gained 

from outside school.  They often ask questions to broaden their knowledge and learn regardless of any 

external push, factors, or help from teachers, and they take pride in their work and express positive 

emotions during the learning process. Self-motivated students are able to learn new concepts 

successfully and show better understanding of the subject matter, and hence display high academic 

performance.  

Self-awareness is the ability of the individual to identify and realize his/her own mood (emotion) with 

respect to motivations and their effects on others. It is the ability of the individual to control his/her 

impulses instead of being quick to reactions. Eriega (2013) stated that Self-awareness is the 

recognition of one’s emotions and their effects, accurate self-assessment which involves knowing 

one’s emotions and their effects and self-confidence. Jessie (2019) saw self-awareness as the capacity 

for introspection, identify and the knack to diagnose oneself as an individual separate from the 

environment and other individuals.  It is not to be confused with consciousness in the sense of qualia. 

While consciousness is being aware of one's environment, ability, body and lifestyle, self-awareness is 

the recognition of that awareness.  Self-awareness is how an individual consciously knows, 

understands and manages his/her own character, emotion, feelings, motives, and desires. Therefore, 

students who have high degree of self-awareness are likely to have high academic performance 

because of the consciousness of their environment and their capability. She further stated that there are 

two classes of self-awareness: internal self-awareness and external self-awareness. Internal self-

awareness represent how we can clearly see our own values, passions, thoughts, aspirations, feelings 

and emotions, fits with our environment in strengths or weakness and impact on others in relation to 

academic performance while external self-awareness is clearly seeing how others see us.  

Statement of the Problem  
Accounting is beneficial to both students, public and private office holders because it provides 

concepts, ideas, skills and knowledge for academic performance, financial information on any 

business for stakeholders and office holders, whether private or public.  The knowledge of accounting 

exposes the learner to a number of skills that can be useful in nation building; and even in the 

conduct of one’s personal life and own business.  

Desantis (2013) stated that the success of any business depends to a large extent on the proper 

knowledge of keeping accounting records and procedures. Unfortunately, students’ performance in 

Accounting over the years leaves much to be desired.  Even when the students are intelligent, and the 

teachers and facilities are optimal, there are still poor performances recorded in Accounting (Musa, 

2015).  Researches of Amaeze (2017), Oga (2014) and Loni, (2014) have shown that psychological 

factors influence students’ academic performance.  Therefore, it seems that the performance of 

students in examinations is stimulated not only by quality of teachers and availability of adequate 

instructional materials, but also by the psychological state of students. Thus, this study examined the 

nexus between self-concept, self-awareness, self-motivation and students’ academic performance in 

Accounting in senior secondary school students in Rivers State.  

Research Questions 
The following research questions guided this study: 

1. To what extent does students’ self-concept relate to their academic performance in 

Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State?  

2. To w h a t  extent does students’ self-motivation relate to their academic performance in 

Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State?  

3. To what extent does students’ self-awareness relate t o  t h e i r  academic performance i n  

Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State? 

4. To what extent does students’ self-concept, self-motivation and self-awareness jointly relate to 

their academic performance i n  Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State?  

 

Obilor & Briggs, …..Int. J.  Inno. Psychology & Social Development 9(2): 159-169, 2021 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introspection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consciousness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qualia


163 
 

Hypotheses  
The following null hypotheses were tested at an alpha level of 0.05: 

1. Students’ self-concept does not signif icantly  relate to their  academic performance 

in Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State.  

2. Students’ self-motivation does not significantly relate to their academic performance in 

Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State.  

3.  Students’ self-awareness does not significantly relate to t h e i r  academic performance in 

accounting in senior secondary school i n  Rivers State. 

4. Students’ self-concept, self-motivation, self-awareness do not have any significant joint 

relationship with their academic performance i n  Accounting in senior secondary school in 

Rivers State. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The study adopted the correlational research design.  The population of the study comprised of 6420 

Senior Secondary Two (SSII) students in the 23 Local Government Areas of Rivers State in the 

2018/2019 academic session (Source: Rivers State Senior Secondary Schools Board: Planning, Research 

and Statistics Department, 2019). The sample size of the study was 990 accounting students in Rivers 

State obtained by applying the Taro Yamane’s formula in each of the three Senatorial Districts of 

Rivers State. The sample was selected using the multistage sampling approach which involved 

proportional, stratified, and purposive sampling techniques. Two sets of instruments were used for data 

collection titled “self-concept, self-awareness, and self-motivation scale (SSSS) and Students’ Academic 

Performance Test” (SAPT). The SSSS was a 30-item instrument and was scored on a 4-point rating scale 

of Very High Extent (VHE), High Extent (HE), Low Extent (LE), and Very Low Extent (VLE). The 

SAPT was a multiple-choice objective test with four (4) options used to obtain students’ academic 

performance in Accounting.  The reliability coefficients of the instruments of 0.80 for SSSS and 0.78 for 

SAPT were determined by administering the instrument to 20 students from two public senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State outside the scope. The scores from the instruments were analysed using Cronbach 

Alpha. The research questions were answered using Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation analysis and 

the hypotheses were tested with t-test and Multiple Regression analyses. 

 

RESULTS 
Research Question 1: To what extent does students’ self-concept relate to their academic 

performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State?  

Table 1: Correlation Analysis of Students’ Self-concept and Academic Performance in Accounting in 

Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State 

 

Variables  SD N R Remarks 

Self-Concept 29.23 5.27   Relationship (r) is 

Positive and 

Moderate 

   990 0.551 

SAPT 25.14 5.10   

 

Table 1 presents the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation analysis of the nexus between students’ 

self-concept and academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  

The computed correlation coefficient (r) = 0.55, indicating a positive and moderate relationship 

between students’ self-concept and academic performance in Accounting.  This implies that students’ 

self-concept can be used to predict students’ academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State to a moderate extent. 
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Research Question 2: To w h a t  extent does students’ self-motivation relate to their academic 

performance in Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State?  

Table 2: Correlation Analysis of Students’ Self-motivation and Academic Performance in Accounting 

in Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State  

Variables  SD N r Remarks 

Self-Motivation 29.70 4.36     Relationship (r) is 

Positive and 

Moderate 

   990 0.513 

SAPT 25.14 5.10   

 

The results in table 2 show the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation analysis of the nexus between 

students’ self-motivation and academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in 

Rivers State.  The computed correlation coefficient (r) = 0.51, indicating a positive and moderate 

relationship between students’ self-motivation and academic performance in Accounting.  This implies 

that students’ self-motivation can be used to predict students’ academic performance in Accounting, to 

a moderate extent, in senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

Research Question 3: To what extent does students’ self-awareness relate t o  t h e i r  academic 

performance i n  Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State? 

Table 3: Correlation Analysis of Students’ Self-awareness and Academic Performance in Accounting 

in Senior Secondary Schools in Rivers State  

 

Variables  SD N r Remarks 

Self-awareness 29.61 5.02   Relationship (r) is 

Positive and 

Moderate 

   990 0.544 

SAPT 25.14 5.10   

 

Table 3 presents the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation analysis of the nexus between students’ 

self-awareness and academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  

The computed correlation coefficient (r) = 0.54, indicating a positive and moderate relationship 

between students’ self-awareness and academic performance in Accounting.  This implies that 

students’ self-awareness can be used to predict students’ academic performance in Accounting in 

senior secondary schools in Rivers State to a moderate extent. 

Research Question 4: Students’ self-concept, self-motivation, self-awareness do not have any joint 

relationship with their academic performance i n  Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers 

State. 

Table 4:  Multiple Regression Analysis of the Relationship Between Students’ Self-concept, Self-

motivation, Self-awareness a n d  Academic Performance in Accounting in Revers State 

Variables SAPT Self-concept Self-motivation Self-awareness 

SAPT 1.000 .551 .513 .544 

Self-concept .551 1.000 .850 .689 

Self-motivation .513 .850 1.000 .782 

Self-awareness .544 .689 .782 1.000 

 

Table 4 shows the entire pairwise correlation coefficients of SAPT and the psychological factors on 

one hand, and between the psychological factors on the hand. These are explained hereunder:  

The relationship between SAPT and self-concept is positive and moderate (r = 0. 55); SAPT and self-

motivation is positive and moderate (r = 0.51); SAPT and self-awareness is positive and moderate (r = 

0.54).  For the psychological factors, the relationships between self-concept and self-motivation is 

positive and high (r = 0. 85); self-concept and self-awareness is positive and moderate (r = 0. 69); and 

self-motivation and self-awareness is positive and high (r = 0. 78). 
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Hypothesis 1: Students’ self-concept does not s ignif icant ly  relate to their  academic 

performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  

 

Table 5: t-test Analysis of the Nexus between Students’ Self-concept and Academic Performance 

Variables  N  df    r t-cal. 
 

t-crit. Decision 

 

Self-concept  

990 

 

989 

 

0.551 

 

20.62  

 

0.05 

 

1.98 

 

H0       Rejected 

 
SAPT 

The information in table 5 displays the results of the transformed t-test on the relationship      between 

students’ self-concept and academic performance.  The results indicate that there is a significant 

relationship between students’ self-concept and students’ academic performance in senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State as calculated t = 20.62 > critical t = 1.98 at  

 < 0.05; df = 989.  Thus, the null hypothesis that “there is no significant relationship between 

students’ self-concept and students’ academic performance in senior secondary schools in Rivers 

State” is rejected. 

 

Hypothesis 2: Students’ self-motivation does not significantly relate to their academic performance 

in Accounting in senior secondary school in Rivers State. 

Table 6:  t-test Analysis of the Nexus between Self-motivation and Students’ Academic Performance 

 Variables N df r t-cal. 
 

t-crit. Decision 

Self-Motivation 

 

 

990 

 

989 

 

0.513 

 

18.74 

 

0.05 

 

1.96 

H0                 

Rejected 

 SAPT 

 

The information in table 6 displays the results of the transformed t-test on the relationship      between 

students’ self-motivation and academic performance.  The results indicate that there is a significant 

relationship between students’ self-motivation and students’ academic performance in senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State as calculated t = 18.74 > critical t = 1.98 at  

 < 0.05; df = 989.  Thus, the null hypothesis that “there is no significant relationship between 

students’ self-motivation and students’ academic performance in senior secondary schools in Rivers 

State” is rejected. 

Hypothesis 3: Students’ self-awareness does not significantly relate to t h e i r  academic performance 

in accounting in senior secondary school i n  Rivers State. 

 

Table 7: t-test Analysis of the Nexus between Self-awareness and Students’ Academic Performance 

Variables N df r t-cal. 
 

t-crit. 

 

Decision 

 

Self-Awareness  

990 

 

989 

 

0.544 

 

24.42 

 

0.05 

 

1.96 

H0  Rejected 

SAPT 

   

The information in table 7 displays the results of the transformed t-test on the relationship      between 

students’ self-awareness and academic performance.  The results indicate that there is a significant 

relationship between students’ self-awareness and students’ academic performance in senior 

secondary schools in Rivers State as calculated t = 24.42 > critical t = 1.98 at  

 < 0.05; df = 989.  Thus, the null hypothesis that “there is no significant relationship between 
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students’ self-awareness and students’ academic performance in senior secondary schools in Rivers 

State” is rejected. 

Hypothesis 4: Students’ self-concept, self-motivation and self-awareness do not have any significant 

joint relationship with their academic performance i n  Accounting in senior secondary school in 

Rivers State. 

 

Table 8:  ANOVA-Associated with Multiple Regression 

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 
Regression 1674.242 3 558.081 38.248 .000 

Residual 14386.511 986 14.591   

Total 16,060.753 989    

 

To test hypothesis four, ANOVA associated with multiple regression was employed as shown in table 

8. The computed F-value= 38.248, df = (3; 986), p = 0.000 <  = 0.05 chosen for this study. The null 

hypothesis that “students’ self-concept, self-motivation, and self-awareness do not have any 

significant joint relationship with students’ academic performance in Accounting in secondary schools 

in Rivers State” is rejected. That is, there is indeed statistically significant relationship between 

students’ self-concept, self-motivation, self-awareness and their  academic performance in 

Accounting. It is therefore concluded that self-concept, self-motivation and self-awareness can jointly 

and independently predict students’ academic performance in Accounting in secondary schools in 

Rivers State. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

This study evaluated the nexus between self-concept, self-awareness, self-motivation and students’ 

academic performance in Accounting in Rivers State and found out that self-concept, self-motivation 

and self-awareness are significantly related to students’ academic performance in Accounting.  In 

other words, self-concept, self-motivation and self-awareness of students can be used to predict 

students’ academic performance in Accounting.   

It was found that students’ self-concept is significantly related to their academic performance in 

Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State. This finding agrees with that of Thankgod, 

Magnus-Arewa and Nwaukwu (2017) on psychological factors and students’ academic achievement 

Mathematics in Ughelli-South Local Government Area of Delta State, Nigeria. Their study revealed 

that self-concept, study habit and motivation significantly related to students’ academic achievement 

in Mathematics.  The study by Caplin (2015) on the relationship between self-concept and students’ 

academic achievement in Basic Science in junior secondary schools in Enugu State, Nigeria also 

supports the result of the present study. Caplin found a significant positive relationship between self-

concept and academic achievement of students in Basic Science, indicating that students with high 

positive self-concept achieved highly academically.  However, the finding of this study disagrees with 

that of Asma-Tuz, Manzoor and Mohammad (2010) in their study on relationship between physical 

and social self-concepts on students’ academic achievement. Their finding revealed that there is no 

significant relationship between self-concept and academic achievement in Physics. 

Further, students’ self-motivation was found to be significantly related to students’ academic 

performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  This result conforms with 

that of Amaeze (2017) on causal model of psychological variables and physics academic achievement 

of students of public senior secondary schools in Imo State, Nigeria. His finding showed that there is a 

significant relationship between motivation and academic achievement of students in Physics. 

Similarly, Thank-God, et al. (2017) in their study on psychological factors and students’ academic 

achievement in Ughelli-South Local Government Area of Delta State, Nigeria. Their study revealed 

that motivation significantly related to students’ academic achievement in Mathematics.  Also, 

Akinlana (2013) conducted a study on academic optimism, academic motivation and mental ability 
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using 600 students.  His finding indicated that academic optimism, academic motivation and mental 

ability significantly predicted students’ academic achievement in Mathematics.  But the study by Oge 

(2014) on the relationship between some selected psychological variables and students’ academic 

achievement in Physics in Anambra State reported a contrary result.  His study found that there is no 

significant relationship between motivation and academic achievement of students in Physics in 

Anambra State. 

Furthermore, this study revealed that students’ self-awareness is significantly related to students’ 

academic performance in Accounting among senior secondary schools in Rivers State.  The outcome 

of the present study agrees with that of Uche (2013) on relationship between psychological factors and 

Physics achievement of students in secondary schools in Imo State, Nigeria.  Uche found that there is 

a significant relationship between students’ self-awareness and students’ academic performance, 

indicating that students’ academic performance can be predicted by students’ self-awareness.  Also, 

the findings Ndukwu (2012) in his study on motivation, self-concept, self-awareness, interest and 

students’ academic performance in Abia State, Nigeria. Ndukwu’s study revealed that students’ self-

awareness significantly related to students’ academic performance.  In a similar vein, Amaeze (2017) 

found a significant positive relationship between students’ self-awareness and their academic 

achievement in Physics in his study on causal model of psychological variables on Physics academic 

achievement of students of public senior secondary schools in Imo State, Nigeria.  

Finally, this study revealed that students’ self-concept, self-motivation and self-awareness are 

jointly significantly related to students’ academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary 

schools in Rivers State.  This result is in consonance with those of Beth (2005), Akinlana (2013), 

Uche (2013), Oge (2014), Eriega (2013), Thank-God, et al. (2017), Amaeze (2017), Asma-Tuz, 

Manzoor and Mohammad (2010), Okwara (2012), Song, et al. (2013), Caplin (2015) and Ndukwu 

(2012) who found  that  self-concept, self-awareness, study  habit;  attitude,  motivation,  emotional  

intelligence,  attitude,  interest, readiness, self-efficacy, stress, impulsivity, and locus of control are 

jointly and severally significantly related to students’ academic achievement. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study investigated the nexus between students’ self-concept, self-motivation, self-awareness and 

students’ academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State. This 

study found that there is significant relationship between students’ self-concept, self-motivation and 

self-awareness students’ academic performance in Accounting.  Therefore, students’ self-concept, 

self-awareness, and self-motivation can be used to independently and jointly predict students’ 

academic performance in Accounting in senior secondary schools in Rivers State. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

On the basis of the findings of this study and conclusion drawn therefrom, the following 

recommendations are made: 

1. School guidance counsellors should encourage students to develop a positive self-concept 

towards Accounting. If this is done, students will appreciate Accounting and their 

performance in Accounting will improve.  

2. Ministry of Education should motivate students by giving scholarships to students who 

perform well in their Accounting. This will encourage other students to work hard in 

Accounting with the hope of also getting the scholarship.  This drive will improve students’ 

performance in Accounting.  

3. Parents and teachers should be builders of students’ self-awareness in Accounting, other 

school subjects, and about life generally.  When students are made aware of the benefits of 

hard work and particularly the benefits of Accounting in the personal and corporate lives, their 

academic performance will improve not just in Accounting but also in other school subjects.  
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