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ABSTRACT 

The study examined the extent to which information and Communication Technology influenced 

student’s career choice in public Secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa, 

Nigeria. To achieve this, descriptive survey design was adopted. Two research questions and two 

hypotheses guided the study. The population of the study was 3009 students in 34 schools.  The sample 

size was 352 which was drawn using simple random sampling technique. The instrument used for data 

collection was questionnaire structured after the four points Likert Scale.  This was in turn validated and 

its reliability of 0.76 conferred.  The questionnaire was administered and retrieved after completing 

through the help of class teachers who acted as research assistants. It was found that use of Information 

and Communication Technology tools in teaching influenced, to a high extent, student’s career choice in 

public Secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  Following this finding, 

some recommendations were proffered.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Decision for a good career is a very serious problem facing young persons in their secondary school 

education. In such a case there are many variables that come to one`s mind when trying to choose a career 

in terms of job to secure, prestige and value one may have in life, the standard of living, learning 

experience, educational qualification or background. This challenges become more laudable particularly 

in the moral areas, where children are not exposed to different works of life to give them foundational 

knowledge to choose the career of their choice.  Consequent upon the foregoing many parents ignorantly 

push their children to choose careers that the child may be unwilling to do and benefit, if it were to be 

chosen personally by the concerned child. 

In this light Amaewhule (2014) is of the view that career choice requires an in-depth and proper 

understanding of oneself, which includes one’s ability, interests and aptitudes. That is, ability has to do 

with skills, charisma, commitment and dedication, while aptitude is the natural abilities or inclination one 

has with respect to performance of a particular activity. Similarly, Ikoyo (2016) stated that the success of 

future achievement depends on the choice of career made by an individual. Many children out of cheer 

ignorance say ‘I want to be a medical doctor’ or any other noble profession, they might have heard of, 

without knowing the implication. Eremie (2014) in support of this stated that, many students verbally 

report “I would like to work as a medical doctor ‘’ in the future as an expression of interest in a particular 

area. 
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Hence, the fact remains that making a decision for career in most cases emanates from the labour market 

as to the fantastic prospects or career opportunities that can be actualized and enjoyed. if such students 

gain admission into tertiary institution, to read . 

With the advancement of sciences, the world has been made a global village, particularly with the 

introduction of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) which has created the most easily and 

popular means of spreading information all over the world at a glance. For a nation of progressive 

development, the use of ICT is of a fundamental importance. Oyebisi, Ilorin, Adagunot & Ugwu (2002) 

are of the view that the concept of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) refers to a system 

of harnessing technology for information processing needs in an organization, using the computer and 

telecommunication based equipment of storage, processing and dissemination of information. To Mikre 

(2012) the use of ICT to support learning and teaching in education, has significant importance in 

secondary school education.  

In recent times several government have attempted to led initiatives to expand the access to ICT in 

secondary school, which according to Zugker & Light (2009) have always been associated with a broader 

educational quality improvement agenda. According to Kwata (2019) Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) plays an important role in enhancing the quality of education at all levels in our 

society.  

Through the use of ICT students were made to have a broader knowledge of study field all over the world 

to choose career of their choice, to the extent that some students chooses ICT as a career for their 

livelihood. For that reason the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Minishi-Majara  as 

cited in Kwata (2019) stated that ICT is a powerful agent of development, because it has significant 

impact on the economic, scientific, academic, social, political cultural and other areas of life. Reffel & 

White Worth (2002) opined that the ability to make effective use of computer essentially leads to 

everyone education. Through the use of ICT tools, students were enables to access different fields in all 

areas of life and decide on the course that he or she may desire to do in life, such tools among others 

includes; informative tools and communicative tools 

 Informative tools in ICT are the applications that provide large amount of information in various formats 

which includes: Texts, graphics, sound and video. To Clen and Hsu as cited in Kwata (2019) informative 

tools can be regarded as the passive repository information, which may include, existing multimedia 

encyclopedia of the internet. Peud internet & American life project did a survey in 2002 and came to the 

conclusion that three out of five children of 18 and above, and 78% of children between the age 12 to 17 

years use internet to do their take home assignments.  

Students choosing of career through the use of ICT can also be guaranteed through the situating tools. 

Situating tools has to do with environment involved in the occurrence of the subject matter. Such tools 

includes: simulation, virtual reality and multi-user domain. Situating tools software such as CD-ROM. 

The fact remains that CD-ROM offers hypermedia application which gives better opportunities for 

teachers to enhance learning environment which goes beyond text, audio, graphics images (still image) 

animation and video clips. Cheung &Lim as cited in Kwata (2019). Also Hypermedia applications are 

well integrated in the learning environment to enhance student autonomy of thinking. Equally Philips as 

cited in Kwata (2014) it is to increase students ability to use the conceptual tools of the discipline in 

authentic practice.  

Statement of the Problem  
Students in public secondary schools are faced with the challenges of how to make viable career choice to 

become useful citizens in the nation. This situation continued until the emergence of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT), which created a better platform for career choice among students in 

secondary schools. With a wider knowledge of different skills, jobs, and various field of study career 

choice has been made simplified. In the recent past quite often than not, parents, friends, relations @and 

counselors among others have been instrumental in the choice of career for their children based on what 

they had known in life and which appeals to interest and in most cases at the expense of the 

child’s/student’s ability and likeness. Wrong career choice had lead to waste of time, recourses and 

energies of many students who end up in frustration. Edwin (2013) stated that many students have not 
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been able to access and utilize ICT resources to their advantage as expected. The remote reasons could be 

ignorance of such benefits or lack of such ICT facilities in their schools. Consequent upon the foregoing 

the study is intended to find out the influence of the use of ICT tools on the career choice of students in 

public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  

Purpose of the study  

The study examined the extent to which use of ICT tools influences students’ career choice in public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State. Specifically the study sought: 

1.  To determine the extent to which use of ICT informative tools in teaching influences students’ 

career choices in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  

2. To determine the extent to which  use of ICT situating tools for  teaching influences students’ 

career choices in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State  

Research Questions  

The following research questions guided the study  

1) To what extent does use of ICT informative tools for teaching influences students’ career choice 

in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State? 

2) To what extent does use of ICT situating tools for teaching influences students’ career choices in 

public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State? 

Hypotheses  

The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance.  

1. There is no significant difference between the mean scores of male and female respondents on the 

extent to which use of ICT informative tools for teaching influences students’ career choices in public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State 

2. There is no significant difference between the mean scores of male female respondents on the extent to 

which use of ICT situating tools for teaching influences students’ career choice in public secondary public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State. 

 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The study adopted descriptive survey design.  The purpose of the study was to find out the extent to 

which the use of ICT tools influenced students ' career choice in public Secondary Schools in Yenagoa 

Local Government Area of Bayelsa State, Nigeria.  

The population of the study was 3009 in 34 schools.  The sample size was 352 which was determined 

using Taro Yamane's formula (1967). Out of this sample, only 240 respondents completed and returned 

their questionnaire.  This was 68% of return rate. Random sampling technique was used to collect seven 

final year students in the 34 schools that participated.  The instrument used for data collection was 

researchers constructed questionnaire.  The questionnaire was structured using the four point Likert Scale 

type  format of Very High Extent (VHE)- 4 points; High Extent (HE)- 3 points; Low Extent ( (LE) - 2 

points; and Very Low Extent (VLE)- 1 point.  The questionnaire, before used was validated by experts in 

the field of study and the reliability of 0.76 conferred. 

The administration of the questionnaire items was carried out by the researcher’s assistants drawn from 

among the teachers of the participated schools.  

Descriptive statistics of Mean and Standard Deviation was used to answer the Research Questions. 

Decision to accept or not to accept is based on a criterion mean of 2.50, where any mean of 2.50 or above 

were accepted as High Extent. The hypotheses were tested using Z-test statistics at 0.05 level of 

significance.  
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RESULTS  

Research Question 1: To what extent does the use of ICT informative tools for teaching influences 

students’ career choice in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa 

State? 

Table 1; Mean Rating and Rank Order of Responses on Extent of ICT Informative Tools for 

teaching Influences Student’s Career Choice.    

S/N ITEMS Male 

No.120 

x1 

 

 

SD 

Female 

No.120 

x2 

 

 

SD 

RANKING 

ORDER  

1 The use of micro-soft words enable students to manipulate 

and construct their own words accurately and get direction 

for making career choice  

 

3.08 1.21 3.08 1.05 3nd 

2 Micro-soft word processor enable students to prepare and 

summarized their project work in power point for easier 

presentation gives them the boldness to make appropriate 

career decision  

 

3.00 1.08 3.29 0.89  2rd 

3 Modern word processor provision for spell check and 

dictionaries to enable students make comprehensive study 

life with understanding helps them to understand difficult 

areas of subjects of study, and directs them to make best 

career decision 

 

2.93 1.19 3.01 1.15   5th 

4 Word processor enable students to write means for interactive 

meeting that helps them find out the true facts of the course 

of study in order to make decision on the career pursued 

 

3.23 1.01 3.08 1.12   1st 

5  ICT facilities gives students’ the ability to make accurate 

report of findings in the course of study which expos them to 

what career choose   

 

2.83 1.22 3.23 0.86   4th 

 Grand  Mean/Standard Deviation  3.01 1.14 3.14 1.01  

 

In Table 1 above the Grand Means as perceived by both the Male and Female students were 3.01 and 3.14 

respectively. In each rating, it is found that both males and females perceived that the use of ICT 

informative tools in teaching influenced their career choices to a High Extent. Their Aggregate mean of 

3.08 is greater than the Criterion Mean of 2.50. 
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Research Question 2: To what extent does the use of ICT situating tools for teaching influenced students 

career choice in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of  Bayelsa State? 

Table 2; Mean Rating and Rank Order of Responses on Extent of ICT Situating Tools for Teaching 

Influence on Student’ Career Choice    

S/N ITEMS Male 

No.120 

x1  

 

 

SD 

Female 

No.120 

x2  

 

 

 

SD 

RANKING 

ORDER  

1 Through the use of phone, laptop or computer text 

messages on situations about available careers in the 

world guide students in career choice. 

2.76 1.11 2.79 1.15 2nd 

2 Through recorded audio messages about existing 

situation in various work of life assist students to make 

effective decision on what they should do for a living. 

2.70 0.93 2.68 0.77     3rd 

3 The graphic presentations of real life situations expose 

students to understand courses of study before to make a 

good career choice. 

2.51 1.00 2.70 1.10      4th 

4 Watching of still and moving images in electronic media 

help students to have a pictoral view about various field 

of works and chose the appropriate one good for them.  

2.93 0.88 2.68 1.15      1st 

5 Watching of practical situations in a video clips about 

obtainable possibilities in a particular line of study, help 

students to make the right decision about career to 

chose. 

2.56 1.21 2.60 1.20      5th 

 Grand Mean/Standard Deviation  2.69 1.03 2.68 1.07  

 

In Table 2 above, the Grand Means as perceived by both Male and Female students were 2.69 and 

2.68 respectively. In each rating,  it is found  that both males  and females perceived that the use of 

ICT situation tools for teaching influenced their choice of careers to High Extent. Their Aggregate 

Mean of 2.69 is greater than the Criterion Mean of 2.50 in public secondary schools. 

 Test of Hypotheses 

Hypothesis 1:   There is no significant difference between the mean scores of male and female students 

on the extent the use of ICT informative tools for teaching influences on students’ career choice in public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  

Table 3:  Z-test Analysis of Mean Ratings of Male and Female Students on the Extent ICT 

informative Tools for  teaching Influences Students’ Career Choice  

Variables N x  
Sd Df z-cal z-crit SL Decision 

Male Students  

 

120 3.01 1.14  

238 

 

-0.94 

 

1.96 

 

0.05 

 

Accepted  

Female Students  

 

120 3.14 1.01      

 

The result in Table 3 above shows that z-calculated value of -0.94 is less than z-critical value of +1.96 for 

the degree of freedom of 238 at 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated Z- calculated value of -

1.42 is less than the Z-critical value of +1.96 the Null hypothesis is accepted.  This implied that there is 

no significant difference between the mean responses of Male and female students in the Extent ICT 

situation tools for teaching influences students career choice in schools in Yenagoa Local Government 

Area of Bayelsa State. 
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Hypothesis 2: To what extent ICT situating tools for teaching influences students career choice in public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local  Government Area of Bayelsa  State.  

Table 4: Z-test Analysis of Mean Ratings of Male and Female Students  on the Extent ICT Situating 

Tools for  teaching Influences Students’ Career Choice. 

Variables N x  
Sd Df z-cal z-crit SL Remark 

 Male Students  120 2.67 1.07  

238 

 

-1.42 

 

1.96 

 

0.05 

 

Accepted   

Female Students 120 2.86 1.00      

 

The result in Table 4 above shows that the calculated z-value of -1.42 is less than the z-critical value of 

1.96 with 238 degree of freedom at 0.05 level of significance. Since the Z- calculated value of -1.42 is 

less than the Z- critical value of +1.96, the Null Hypothesis is accepted. This implied that there is no 

significant difference between the responses of male and female students in the extent ICT situation tools 

for teaching influence students career choice in schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of  Bayelsa 

State. .  

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS  

Research question 1 has a grand mean scores of 3.01 and 3.14 for Male and female students’ responses 

respectively which are above the criterion mean of 2.50, while hypothesis 1 is accepted with the Z-critical 

value 1.96, which is greater than the Z-calculated value of -0.94. This revealed that utilizing ICT 

informative tools in schools   influenced students’ career choice in public secondary schools in Yenagoa 

Local Government Area of Bayelsa State. In line with this Kayode (2015) had it to say that ICT exposes 

students to variety of career opportunities better than the conventional book method. 

Research question 2 has an grand mean scores of 2.52 and 2.62 for Male and female students respectively 

which are greater than the criterion mean 2.50, meaning that research question one is accepted, Equally, 

hypothesis two is accepted, with the z-critical value of 1.96 was greater than the z-calculated value of -

1.42, indicating that the ICT situating tools for teaching influenced students’ career choice in public 

secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State. This finding agrees with the 

view of Mona as cited in Kwata (2019) who stated that the use of ICT situating tools provides impulsive 

information sharing through presenting the pictorial or video clips of existing situation, stimulate person. 

 

CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, the findings revealed a high level of influence ICT tools has on students’ career choice in 

public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  

The two research questions have their mean sets scores that were above or greater than the criterion mean 

of 2.50. This indicates that the utilization of ICT tools for teaching influenced to a high extent students’ 

career choice in public secondary schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayelsa State.  

The study showed a high level of utilization of ICT tools and facilities in teaching- learning interactive 

sessions which in turn provide them more access to career information thereby giving them the 

opportunity to choose appropriate career for their life. Hence the use of ICT in schools to educate children 

is of a fundamental importance in the choice making of career.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Adduces from the findings, the researchers recommended the following; 

1) Management of public Secondary should continually ensure consistent update, upgrade,  

maintenance and management of ICT resources in schools  

2) Teachers should from time to time update themselves with the current trend in the use of ICT 

resources.  
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3) School management should provide consistent and regular power supply during school hours to 

optimize the use of ICT resource in schools. . 
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