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ABSTRACT 

This paper appraises the struggle for women’s rights globally from the perspective of feminist 

jurisprudence which is also known as feminist legal theory. Feminist legal theory is based on the belief 

that the law has been fundamental in women’s historical subordination. The project of the feminist legal 

theory is two-fold. Firstly, it seeks to explain ways in which the law played a major role in women’s 

former subordinate status. Secondly, it is dedicated to changing women’s status through a reform of the 

law and its approach to gender. Feminist legal theory emphasizes the works of four major Schools of 

Thought known as the Liberal Feminist School, Radical Feminist School, Cultural Feminist School and 

the Post-Modern Feminist School of Thought. These four schools of thought view women’s rights from 

different angles as espoused in details in this paper. Other important schools of feminist jurisprudence like 

Black Feminism and Eco-feminism were also emphasized as the efforts of these two schools have made 

equally contributed significantly towards the promotion of women's rights all over the world. Despite 

their different views, they all agree as one that: (i) women have been marginalized; (ii) male superiority is 

perpetuated despite policies, assurances and political promises; (iii) males and females are considered 

physically and emotionally different, with men being considered as superior; and (iv) there is still a long 

way to go to establish gender equality. In conclusion, this paper emphasizes the importance of feminist 

jurisprudence towards the promotion and development of women's rights all over the world through its 

theories and schools of thought. 

Keywords: Women’s Rights, Feminist Jurisprudence, Liberal Feminism, Radical Feminism, Cultural 

Feminism, Post-modern feminism, Black Feminism, Eco-feminism. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Generally, Jurisprudence is taken from the latin word jurisprudentia which means the study or science of 

Law mostly connected with its philosophy2. It could equally be defined as the theoretical study of Law, 

largely by philosophers, including the social scientists from the twentieth century. Jurists or legal theorists 

who are known as scholars of jurisprudence hope to get a deeper understanding of legal reasoning, legal 

systems, legal institutions and the role of law in societies.  

Modern jurisprudence started in the eighteenth century and first focused on the tenets of natural law, civil 

law and the law of nations.3 

Feminist Legal Theory, also known as feminist jurisprudence is based on the belief that the Law has been  

________________ 
1 LL.B (Hons); LL.M; PhD Law @ External Defence Level, Nasarawa State University, Keffi, Nasarawa State, Nigeria. 
2 https://www.legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/jurisprudence. 
3 Black's Law Dictionary, Ninth Edition (St. Paul Minnesota, 2009). 
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largely responsible for women’s historical subordination.4 The term feminist jurisprudence was espoused  

in 1977 by Ann Scales during the preparations for Celebration 25, a party and conference held in 1978 to 

celebrate the twenty - fifth Anniversary of the first set of women graduating from the Harvard Law 

School. The term was first published in the first issue of the Harvard Women's Law Journal in 1978.  

In 1984, Martha Fineman founded The Feminism and Legal Theory Project at University of Wisconsin 

law School to explore the relationships between Feminist Theory, Practice and Law, which have been 

instrumental in the development of Feminist Legal Theory. The Project of the Feminist Legal Theory is 

two - fold. Firstly, Feminist Jurisprudence seeks to explain ways in which the Law played a role in 

women’s former subordinate status. Secondly, it is committed to changing the status of women by a 

reform of the law and its approach to Gender.5 

Feminist jurisprudence has also been defined as a philosophy of Law based on political, economic and 

social equality of sexes. 

 

HISTORY OF FEMINISM FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF FEMINIST JURISPRUDENCE 

The Feminist Political Movement started in the nineteenth century with a Call for Female Suffrage at a 

Convention in Seneca Falls, New York in 1848 where a group of women and men converged and came 

up with The Declaration of Rights and Sentiments. This document designed on the language and structure 

of the Declaration of Independence, was a Bill of Rights for the women, including the right to vote. 

Throughout the late 1800s, two feminists namely; Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were 

serious critics of male society's refusal to grant women political and social equality. In the mid - 

nineteenth century, several State legislatures passed the Married Women's Separate Property Acts. These 

Acts gave women the legal right to retain ownership and control of property which they brought into 

marriage. Until these laws were passed, a husband was permitted to control all property, which often led 

to the total control of a wife's estate. Finally, when the Nineteenth Amendment to the US Constitution 

was ratified in 1920, women gained complete voting rights in the United States. 

The Modern Feminist Movement took off in the 1960s. In 1966, Betty Friedan, Author of The Feminine 

Mystique (1963) organized the first Meeting of The National Organization for Women (NOW). In 1968, 

the NOW led a protest at the Miss America Pageant. However, by 1970, Robin Morgan had with 

sufficient materials, published on feminism, a popular anthology Sisterhood is Powerful. Women who 

had become Civil Rights and Anti-War Activists in the 1960s soon diverted their attention to issues of 

gender discrimination and inequality.  

In Case Law, the essence of feminist jurisprudence in the Western World arose in the celebrated case of 

Bradwell v. Illinois6 where Mrs. Myra Bradwell joined her husband to read Law. In 1869, she passed the 

Illinois Bar Examination, but was refused Admission to the Bar. She appealed the decision to the Illinois 

Supreme Court, arguing that the 14th Amendments’ Equal Protection Clause prevented the State from 

imposing Admission Requirements on Gender, since the Statute allowed any adult of good character with 

adequate training to be admitted. The Illinois Supreme Court rejected her argument. Justice Joseph 

Bradley supported the Court and held that the natural and proper timidity and delicacy which belongs to 

the female sex evidently unfits it for many occupations of civil life. He further said that the paramount 

destiny and mission of woman is to fulfil the noble role of wife and mother, this is the law of the Creator. 

Bradwell appealed to the US Supreme Court which disagreed with her. In an 8 – 1 Ruling, the court 

upheld the decision of the Illinois Court, ruling that the Privileges or Immunities Clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment did not include the right to practise a profession, and was therefore, regulable by the States. 

Interestingly, the US Supreme Court in the Case of Reed v. Reed7 somewhat overruled Bradwell v. Illinois 

by holding that Administrators of Estates cannot be named in a way that discriminates between sexes.  

___________________ 
4 Martha Albertson Fineman, Feminist Legal Theory [2005] American University Journal of Gender, Social Policy and The Law, 

(13) (1). 
5Ann Scales, Legal Feminism: Activism, Lawyering and Legal Theory (NYU Press, 2006); https://www.ipfs.io/Feminist Legal 

Theory. 
6[1873] 83 US 13 
7 404 US 71 

Nwagbara.…. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 10(2):19-26, 2022 

 



21 
 

The decision in Roe v. Wade8 which defined the choice of abortion as a fundamental constitutional right 

became a touchstone for feminists who argued that women must have Reproductive Rights. To many 

Feminists, Roe v. Wade meant beyond the choice to have an abortion. The Court recognized the 

fundamental right of choice, albeit with limitations, concerning a woman's right to make decisions 

regarding her body. Maternity, according to the Court may force upon the woman a distressful life and 

future, including psychological, mental and physical health factors. The decision was a dramatic shift 

from traditional male - dominated jurisprudence which often sought to protect women in paternal sense, 

but did not recognize the rights of women to make fundamental choices on matters concerning their own 

well being. Feminists have really stuck in support of Roe v.Wade. 

Nineteen years after the judgment by the US Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade, the court reviewed its 

decision in Planned Parenthood of South Eastern Pennysylvania v. Casey9 by allowing certain restrictions 

on abortion by insisting on spousal consent prior to abortion, but still held intact the fundamental right of 

choice as pronounced in Roe v. Wade. 

The 1960s and 1970 also revived the interest in adopting a constitutional amendment to provide greater 

protection of women's rights than those in the fifteenth and fourteenth Amendments of the United States 

Constitution. The Equal Rights Amendments which was first conceived in the early 1920s was introduced 

to the States in 1972. The text of the Amendment read: Equality of Rights under the Law shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or any State on account of Sex. Supporters of the Amendment 

believed it would do away with weaknesses in Federal Statutes and Judicial Interpretation of the 

Constitution over the protection of women's rights. The proposal eventually failed to get the necessary 

votes (three-fourths or 3/4) of the States.10 

With the growth and development of Women's Movements and a growing percentage of women attending 

Law School, feminist critiques of the Law later emerged. One criticism concerned the way history was 

written. According to feminists, traditional historians wrote from the male perspective and ignored that of 

the female. Those historians did not inquire into the role of women in making history, structuring the 

society and living their own lives. Feminists point out that male - written history has created a male bias 

on the concepts of human nature, gender potential and social arrangements.11 The wording or language, 

logic and structure of the law are male products which reinforce male values. By presenting male 

characteristics as a norm, and female characteristics as deviation from the norm, the prevailing 

conceptions of law reinforce and perpetuate patriarchy. Feminists challenge the belief that the biological 

make up of men and women differ so much that certain behaviour can be attributed on the basis of sex.12 

We can conclude on Feminist Jurisprudence that: 

1. Feminist Jurisprudence is a theory of law based on the political, economic and social equality of sexes.  

2. Feminist Jurisprudence began in 1960s as a known field of legal scholarship 

3. It is the feminist perspective on the study of Law. 

4. Feminists believe that Law is not neutral or impartial, but biased because it systematically maintains 

and legalizes patriarchy (complete domination of the society by men). Women were originally viewed 

as property. There is the phenomenon of power being in male hands. Mainstream is taken as male 

stream. 

5. Male – written history has brought about a bias in the concepts of human nature, gender potential and 

social arrangements.13 

Though Feminists share common commitments to equality between men and women, feminist 

jurisprudence has turned out not to be uniform14 

_________________ 
8410 US 113; [1973] 9 SC 705; https://www.jrank.org. 
9505 US 833, [1992]. This case slightly differs from Roe v. Wade in the sense that the State could not regulate abortions in the 

first trimester under Roe v. Wade, but can regulate it in Planned Parenthood of South Eastern Pennysylvania v. Casey in the first 

trimester, or at any point before viability and beyond, as long as that Regulation does not pose an undue burden on an abortion. 
10Feminist Jurisprudence: A Brief history of Feminism. See http://www.jrank.org. 
11Feminist Jurisprudence: An Overview, https://www.law.cornell.edu. 
12Feminist Jurisprudence: An Overview, https://www.law.cornell.edu. 
13Feminist Perspective on Jurisprudence, http://www.slideshare.net. 
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The Four Major Schools of Feminist Jurisprudence are: Liberal Feminist School of Thought (Liberal 

Equality Model), Radical Feminist School of Thought (Sexual Difference Model), Cultural Feminist 

School of Thought (The Dominance Model), and The Post Modern Feminist School of Thought (Anti – 

Essentialist Model). 

 

Liberal Feminism15(The Liberal Equality Model) – Liberal Feminism is rooted in the belief that women 

being rational beings like men, are entitled to equal individual rights, opportunities and choices. It is 

centred on rationality, individual choice, equal rights and equal opportunities for women. Feminists in 

this School of Thought include Mary Wollstonecraft, John Stuart Mills, Maria Olympe de Gouges, 

Harriet Taylor, Betty Friedan, Rebecca Walker and Gloria Steinem. Liberal Feminists are of the views 

such as 'feminism is the radical notion that women are people, do not ask for equality, vote it, a man of 

quality is not threatened by a woman for equality, there can be no free men until there are free women'. 

 

Radical Feminism16(The Sexual Difference Model) – they focus on women as a class particularly 

dominated by the male sex. It holds patriarchy responsible for dividing the rights, privileges and power 

primarily by gender, and as a result, relegating women to the background and privileging the men. Their 

arguments focus on the differences between men and women. We have scholars in this school like 

Catherine Mackinnon, Christine Littleton, Andrea Dworkin, Mary Daly, Kate Millet, Susan Brown 

Miller, Shulamith Firestone, etc. 

 

Cultural Feminism (The Dominance Model) – this is a theory that commends the difference of women 

from men. The goal of this School of Thought is to ensure that equal recognition and reward are given to 

the women’s moral voice of caring and communal values. Carol Gilligan (A Psychologist), said women, 

because of their experiences spark in different voices from the men. According to Jane Addams and 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, in governing the State, cooperation, caring and non – violence in the 

settlement of conflicts in Society seem to be what was needed from women’s virtues.17 Despite these, the 

Proponents of this Theory challenge the idea of patriarchy. They emphasize differences on physical and 

biological aspects by saying that women are part of men, and men are separate from women. They claim 

that law reflects male values and needs to incorporate ignored female values. To them, the law should 

recognize special rights for women, so that women can enter the public world on equal terms with the 

men. As mentioned above, some of those that belong to this school of thought are Carol Gilligan, Jane 

Addams and Charlotte Perkins Gilman. 

 

Post Modern Feminism (The Anti – Essentialist Model) – this School of Thought is regarded as the most 

digressed in terms of beliefs from other branches of Feminism, as it argues that gender categories are 

social constructs18 (constructed through language), and that these constructs are products of patriarchy 

which need feminist reconstruction. This School emphasized that there is no such thing as the essential 

woman or woman’s point of view.19 

Judith Butler criticized the distinction drawn by previous feminists between (biological) sex and (socially 

constructed) gender. She asks why we assume that material things (such as the body) are not subject to 

processes of social construction themselves. Her argument is that women’s subordination has no single  

 

____________________ 
14Feminist Jurisprudence: An Overview, http://www.law.cornell.edu. 
15Quincy Kiptoo, Schools of Feminist Thought: Feminist Jurisprudence(online); https://www.slideshare.net 
16Quincy Kiptoo, Schools of Feminist Thought: Feminist Jurisprudence (online). 
17George Ritzer, Contemporary Sociological Theory and its Classical Roots (McGraw - Hill, 2007). 
18Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (Routledge, 1990) 
19Simone De Beauvoir argued that male definitions of the woman should not hold, that women should define themselves outside 

the male dyad; she argued that women must be the subject, rather than the object of analysis. 
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cause or single solution. Post modern feminism is largely criticized for offering no clear path to action. 

She rejected the term post modernism as being too vague to be meaningful.20 

Other Feminists that belong to this School of Thought are Simone de Beauvoir and Jean Paul Sartre.    

 

Other Feminist Schools of Thought 

In this category, we have the Individualist Feminism, Marxist Feminism, Black Feminism, Post Structural 

Feminism, Post-colonial Feminism, Ecofeminism, etc. 

 

Individualist Feminism – Individualist feminists defined feminism in contrast to political or gender 

feminism.21 Some individualist feminists trace the Movement’s history to the classical liberal tradition.22 

Individualist feminists attempt to change legal systems in order to remove class and gender privileges, to 

ensure that individuals have an equal right, an equal claim under the Law to their own persons and 

property. Individualist Feminism encourages women to take full responsibility over their own lives, and 

opposes any governmental interference into the choices adults could make with their own bodies, 

contending that such interference creates a coercive hierarchy.23 

 

Black Feminism – Black feminists are of the view that sexism and racism are inextricable from one 

another. They believe that forms of feminism which strive to overcome sexism and class oppression, but 

ignore race can discriminate against many people, including women through racial bias. Black Feminists 

opine that the liberation of black women means a freedom for all people, since it would require an end to 

racism, sexism and class oppression.24 One of the theories that evolved from this Movement was Alice 

Walker’s Womanism. It emerged after the early feminist movements that were led specifically by White 

women who advocated for social change such as women’s suffrage. Alice Walker and other Womanists 

pointed out that black women experienced different and more intense kind of oppression from those of the 

white women.25 Other feminists in this School are Angela Davis, Barbara Smith, Hattie Gossett, Patricia 

Hill Collins, etc. 

 

Socialist and Marxist Feminisms – Socialist feminists connect the oppression of women to Marxist 

ideas about exploitation, oppression and labour. They see women as being held down as a result of their 

unequal standing in both the workplace and the domestic sphere. Prostitution, domestic work, childcare 

and marriage are all seen as ways in which women are oppressed by a patriarchal system which relegates 

women and the huge work they do. Socialist feminists channel their focus on significant changes that 

affect society as a whole, and not just on individual basis. They see the need to work alongside with the 

men and all other groups because they see oppression of women as part of a larger pattern that affects 

everyone involved in the capitalist system.26 

 

Karl Marx opined that once class oppression was removed, gender oppression would vanish as well. 

Social feminists believe that gender oppression as a division of class oppression is naïve, and much of 

their work had to do with separating gender phenomena from class phenomena. Some contributors to 

socialist feminism have criticized traditional Marxist ideas for being largely silent on gender oppression,  

 
 

_____________________________________ 

20 Judith Butler, Contingent Foundations in Seyla Benhabib et al, Feminist Contentions: A Philosophical Exchange (Routledge, 

1995) pp. 35 - 58. 
21Wendy McElroy, Liberty for Women: Freedom and Feminism in the Twenty - First Century (Ivan R. Dee Inc, 2002). 
22Wendy McElroy, Liberty for Women: Freedom and Feminism in the Twenty - First Century. 
23Wendy McElroy, Liberty for Women: Freedom and Feminism in the Twenty - First Century.  
24 https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org. 
25Alice Walker, In search of our Mother's Gardens (Phoenix, 2005).;https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org. 
26Barbara Ehrenreich, What is Socialist Feminism? WIN Magazine [1976]; https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org. 
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except to subsume it underneath broader class oppression.27 Some people in this School of Thought are 

Clara Fraser, Michele Barrett, Friedrich Engels, Emma Goldman, Clara Zetkin and Eleanor Marx. 

 

Post Structural Feminism – Post structural feminists, also referred to as French feminists use the views 

of various epistemological movements, including psychoanalysis, linguistics, political theory (Marxist 

and neo Marxist), Race theory, literary theory, etc, to explore and define feminist concerns.28 Many post 

structural feminists maintain that difference is one of the most powerful tools that women  possess in their 

fight against patriarchal domination, and that to equate feminist movement only with gender equality is to 

deny women a large number of options, as equality is still defined within a masculine or patriarchal 

perspective.29 People that belong to this School include Judith Butler, Helen Cixous, Mary Joe Frug, 

Donna Haraway, Monique Wittig, etc. 

 

Post - Colonial Feminism and Third World Feminism – Post colonial and third world feminists believe 

that some cultural and class issues should be understood in the context of other political and social needs 

which may take precedence for women in developing and third world countries. 

Post - colonial feminism developed from the gendered history of colonialism. Colonial powers often 

imposed western norms on the regions under their colony. After the United Nations was formed in 1945, 

former Colonies were monitored by the West for purposes of social progress. The status of women in the 

developing world were monitored and evaluated by Organizations like the United Nations, largely by 

western standards. Traditional practices and roles taken up by women were sometimes seen as contrary to 

western standards, and could be viewed as a form of rebellion against the gender roles imposed by the 

colonial powers.30  

 

Postcolonial feminists currently fight against gender oppression within their own cultural models of 

society, rather than by the western standards.31 They argue that racial, class and ethnic oppressions 

relating to the colonial experience have marginalized women in postcolonial societies. They challenge the 

assumption that gender oppression is the primary force of patriarchy. Postcolonial feminists object to 

portrayals of women of non – western societies as weak and voiceless victims, as opposed to the portrayal 

of western women as modern, educated and highly empowered.32 

Postcolonial feminism is critical of western forms of feminism, notably the radical feminism and liberal 

feminism, and their generalization of the female experience. They argue that in cultures impacted by 

colonialism, the glorification of a pre-colonial culture in which power was stratified along lines of gender 

could include the acceptance of it, or refusal to deal with inherent issues of gender inequality.33 

Postcolonial feminists can be described as feminists who have reacted against both universalizing 

tendencies in western feminist thought and a lack of attention to gender issues in mainstream postcolonial 

thought. 

 

Third world feminism has been described as a group of feminist theories developed by feminists who 

have acquired their views and taken part in feminist politics in the Third World Countries.34 Although 

women from the third world have been engaged in the feminist movement, Chandra Talpade Mohanty 

criticized western feminism on grounds that it is ethnocentric and does not take into account the unique 

experiences of women from Third World countries or the existence of feminisms indigenous to third  

______________________ 
27https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/History of Feminism. 
28Barbara Johnson, The Feminist Difference: Literature Psychoanalysis, Race and Gender  (Harvard University Press, 1998). 
29Barbara Johnson, The Feminist Difference (1998). 
30Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Under Western Eyes [1988] Feminist Review 30, pp. 61 - 88. 
31ChillaBulbeck, Reorientating Western Feminisms: Women's Diversity in a Post colonial World (Cambridge University Press, 

1997). 
32Sara Mills, Post Colonial Feminist Theory: A Reader in S. Jackson and J. Johns (eds.): Contemporary Feminist Theories 

(Edinburgh University Press, 1998), pp. 98 - 112. 
33 https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/Feminism 
34 Uma Narayan, Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions and Third World Feminism (Routledge, 1997) 

Nwagbara.…. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 10(2):19-26, 2022 

 



25 
 

world countries. Its development is associated with concepts like Black Feminism, Womanism, African 

Womanism, Femalism, etc. Other members of these two related Schools of Thought are Amrita Pritam, 

Gayatri Spivak, Sarojini Sahoo, Uma Narayan, Taslim Nasrin, etc. 

 

Ecofeminism – Ecofeminism links ecology with feminism. Ecofeminists see the domination of women as 

emanating from the same ideologies that bring about the domination of the environment. Patriarchal 

systems where men own and control the land are seen as responsible for both the oppression of women 

and destruction of the natural environment. In this light, men are equally able to exploit the lands for their 

own profits and satisfaction. As a way of repairing social and ecological injustices, Ecofeminists feel that 

women must work towards creating a healthy environment and ending the destruction of the lands that 

most of them rely on to provide for their Families.35 They argue that there is a nexus between women and 

nature which comes from their shared history of oppression by a patriarchal western society. Eco-

feminists also criticize western lifestyle choices, such as consuming food that has travelled thousands of 

miles and days, including playing sports like golf, which inherently requires ecological destruction. 

Feminist and social ecologist, Janet Biehl has criticized ecofeminism for focusing too much on a mystical 

connection between women and nature, and not enough on the actual conditions of women.36 However, I 

do not agree with her criticism because land is needed for survival, and if women are able to stop men 

from controlling most of the land which can be cultivated for survival purposes, or even getting them 

destroyed, their right to life would be guaranteed, especially for women who have no other job or means 

of income apart from farming and committing lands to other useful/financial purposes. Actual conditions 

of women could be bad and drastic, if they have no jobs, with no lands to cultivate for survival. 

Ecofeminists include Rosemary Radford Ruether, Vandana Shiva, Mary Daly, Gerda Lerner, Val 

Plumwood, etc. all belong to this school of thought. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, feminist jurisprudence has not stopped with pointing out ways in which existing laws and 

patriarchy are hostile to women’s interests. Legal doctrines emerge from human experiences. When 

women were excluded from the legal practice as in Bradwell v. Illinois, male-biased judgments were just 

the type we had, as given in the above case by the United States Supreme Court. The growth of feminist 

jurisprudence has coincided with the entry of more and more women into the lawyering and Judging 

professions. Relying on women’s experiences an perspectives, one can safely say that the efforts of the 

first generation of feminist legal scholars have progressed from incisive analysis of law’s male-bias to the 

creation of new doctrines, new methods and new proposals for reform, and a continuous need for more of 

these37.  

Other schools of feminist jurisprudence, like the black feminist school have made serious efforts to fight 

discrimination on grounds of colour and racism, thereby stopping oppression of women worldwide to a 

large extent, especially against blacks in white countries of the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________ 
35SherilynMacGregor, Beyond Mothering Earth: Ecological Citizenship (UBC Press, 2007). 
36Janet Biehl, Rethinking Ecofeminist Politics (South End Press, 1991). 
37Contents  taken generally  from Nwagbara C.I, The Role of the Legislature in the Promotion of Women’s Rights in Nigeria, PhD 

Law Thesis (2022), (Unpublished), Faculty of Law, Nasarawa State University, Keffi, Nigeria, pp. 11-22. 
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Eco-feminists have equally made their mark because the land and natural environment have been 

dominated by men worldwide as a result of patriarchy. This in effect includes men controlling lands and 

natural resources. Ecofeminists have tried to fight against women being denied right to access and 

enjoyment of land, as women need lands for farming and survival. Therefore, there is a strong nexus 

between women, land and natural resources. For what would women without white-collar jobs do to 

survive if they are equally denied their rights to land and to farm for survival, merely because they are 

women or because they are black in colour? They have the constitutional right to life, to live and survive. 

Feminist jurisprudence through its major schools of Thought, and its other Schools / Theories has brought 

great developments towards the promotion of women's rights, not just in Nigeria, but all over the world. 

 
The Author, Barr. (Miss) Chigozie Ifeoma Nwagbara, LL.M, is also a Solicitor & Advocate of the 

Supreme Court of Nigeria38. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
38 Paper submitted in fulfillment of the requirement for PhD Law Internal Defence at Faculty of Law, Nasarawa State University, 

Keffi. (January 2022). 
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