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ABSTRACT  

The study examined forms of farmer education available to farmers among rural farmers in Ikwerre ethnic 

nationality in Rivers State, Nigeria with implications drawn for community development. The study 

adopted a descriptive survey design. The population of the study consisted of 770 registered farmers in  

Emohua, Ikwerre, and Obio/Akpor Local Government Areas making up the Ikwerre ethnic nationality. 

The entire population of 447 registered farmers of Emohua and Ikwerre Local Government areas were 

purposively selected and studied as the sample. The instrument used for data collection was the 

questionnaire developed through literature and containing structured items on socio-economic 

characteristics of respondents and forms of farmer education.  Data analyses used frequency counts and 

simple percentages. The result showed that majority of the farmers in Ikwerre were women (59.96%). The 

results also showed that education were not adequately extended to farmers in the study area.  The study 

therefore, recommends that farmers in Ikwerre should be given unlimited access to farmers training that 

will improve their productivity, among others.  

Keywords:  Farmer education, community development, Ikwerre People, Rivers State. 

 

INTRODUCTION  
Conservative and skilled farming are essential to making rural affluence. However, farmers face unique 

challenges and require education and training to ensure their success.  Education and training help farmers 

to integrate the latest scientific progress and technology tools into their everyday process (Rosegrant and 

Cline 2003).  Community with high percentage of skilled farmers contributes to the strengthening of the 

social links of that community by promoting employment, creativity and sustainable means of livelihood. 

Idachaba (2006) disclosed that agriculture supplies about 41% to GDP and remains the direct sector for 

providing income and employment for the rural majority. According to Idachaba, agriculture offers 

opportunity for 90% of the rural poor, virtually 70% of the total labour force and provides 90% of non-oil 

export revenue.  In  the rural areas of Nigeria where enrolment rates in all types of education are low, 

developing the communities therefore will entail increasing rural educational opportunities as part of an 

overall development strategy. Here, farmer education becomes a practical means, as it can exist in both 

formal and informal structure.  Therefore, a functional farmer education programme remains one of the 

major key empowerment factor among the rural poor for community emancipation. 

Farmer education is an out-of-school education strategy directed to rural farmers. Farmer education is 

referred to as a service which supports farm people through educational measures in improving 

production proficiency and income as well as improving their pattern of livelihood through elevating their 

social and educational values (Ukonze, 2005 ).  Farmer education is education designed to prepare rural 

International Journal of Innovative Education Research 7(1):100-105, Jan.-Mar., 2019 

    © SEAHI PUBLICATIONS, 2019    www.seahipaj.org       ISSN: 2354-2942 

mailto:deekor.holly@ust.edu.ng
mailto:deekor.holly@ust.edu.ng
http://www.seahipaj.org/


101 
 

farmers for improved agricultural technologies and innovations.  For farmers to respond absolutely to new 

ideas, they must be appropriately educated on how best to relate the new ideas or practices to their 

farming activities. This is because the new ideas are often multifarious, technological and can barely be 

understood by most of the rustic and indigenous farmers. According to Agwu (2013), Farmer education 

can be regarded as experience gained directly or indirectly that enables one to participate in a useful 

farming occupation and to be sufficiently equipped to become an intelligent creator of farm goods and 

services. Agwu further remarked that, the continued deterioration of the Nigerian national economy is a 

clear signal to every Nigerian to try hard for a reliable and independent means of survival which can only 

be realized through improved Farmer training programmes since Nigeria is an agrarian nation.  In Ukonze 

(2005) taxonomy of methods, farmer education methods used in educating rural farmers can be branded 

into four concepts of  Extension Education, Agricultural Education, Adult literacy Education and 

Community Education. These concepts have often been used exchangeably in referring to all educational 

measures aimed at improving the socio-economic setting of the rural people whose main economic 

activity is farming. According to Ukonze, this has been achieved through research information and 

agricultural technology transfer. In practice, improved agricultural production and increased food 

production were the prime concerns of these farmer education techniques. Today, comparable outcomes 

are expected from rural education programmes but with broader goals to prepare rural farmers for the 

challenges of globalization and other socio-economic struggles, and in exacting poverty, food shortages, 

underfeeding and illiteracy. Educating rural farmers to access modern farm technologies, improve their 

production capacities, earn more income and achieve quality living standards is the key to community 

development. 

Mass Media of Electronic and Print educate and deliver information and technologies to all farmer 

groups. They are channels of communication which can expose large numbers of people to the same 

information at the same time.  Sunday (2018), identified sound media of radio and audio CDs; moving 

pictures media of television, film and videos; and print media of posters, newspapers and leaflets.  The 

appeal of mass media to extension services according to Sunday, is wider publicity, reaching out to 

farmers in distant places within short time. This creates consciousness and arouse thinking and 

understanding of up to date issues among rural farmers. Farmer discussion series of radio programmes in 

Sunday’s position, give farmers new motivation to group action and sociability and provide vision for 

continuing education. It is therefore popular among scholars that the better educated are aware of a 

greater number of possible innovations through use of the mass media and contact with expert advisers 

(Rogers, 1995).  The crucial role of farmer education in the social and economic development of any 

agrarian nation is to achieve community development. 

Community development according to Oyebamiji and Adekola as cited in  Nzeneri and  Taylor (2015)  is 

defined as a process by which the efforts  of the people  themselves are united with those of the 

governmental  authorities , to improve the  economic ,social and cultural conditions of the community, to 

integrate those communities into the  life of the nation and to enable them contribute fully to  national 

progress  . Eya, Ugwu and Alu  as cited in Kobani and Vipene (2015) stated that the capacity of any 

country to achieve economic growth and development depends on its human and material assets adding 

that, the rapidity of economic and social development of any community is determined to a great extent 

by its manpower. Farmer education therefore plays an indispensable role in improving the welfare of rural 

families and communities as it is capable of empowering individuals. Agwu (2013), posited that  Nigeria 

cannot achieve improved agricultural production on rural farm level, except through the provision of 

fundamental agricultural education ,mostly, the non-formal or extension type that will help move millions 

of the farmers from traditional to progressive farming thereby improving the overall quality of rural life . 

The future idea and success of farmer education  would depend on the extension and growth of the 

existing support as well as by starting non formal training programmes for the unemployed and the 

community at large as part of the government  efforts  in community development ( Academia Arena, 

2011).    

Thus, although farmer education is expected to lift small holder  farmers in the rural areas from regressive 

farming technologies to improved practices that will usher in food security, the investigators could not 
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locate any study focused on farmer education activities among the Ikwerre people to either validate or 

falsify. Hence, this study was therefore planned to identify the forms of farmer   education available to 

farmers in Ikwerre and to draw implications of the findings for community development with the 

following objectives. 

1. To determine the socio-economic characteristics of farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality 

2. To identify forms of farmer education available to farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality. 

3. To draw implications of the findings for community development. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
The study covered Emohua, Ikwerre and Obio-Akpor Local Government Areas making up the Ikwerre 

ethnic nationality in Rivers State. The study adopted descriptive survey design.  Descriptive survey is 

deemed appropriate for this study because it involves collecting data from a large sample of farmers in 

Ikwerre and describing forms of farmer education available among the people without manipulating any 

variable of the study. The population of the study consists of 770 registered farmers in Emohua, Ikwerre, 

and Obio/Akpo Local Government Areas making up the Ikwerre ethnic nationality of Rivers State. This 

figure is based on records available in Rivers State agricultural development programme’s department of 

rural institutional development (2010). The entire population of 235 registered farmers in Emohua and 

212 registered farmers in Ikwerre Local Government Areas making up to 447 registered farmers were 

purposively selected and studied as the sample. Though Obio-Akpor is one of the Local Government 

Areas making up the Ikwerre ethnic nationality of Rivers State, the Local Government was not included 

in the sample owing to the reason that the rapid urbanization of Port Harcourt to a great extent has 

swallowed up Obio-Akpor with serious implications on availability of land for agriculture. The 

instrument used for data collection was validated questionnaire developed through literature and 

containing structured items on socio-economic characteristics of respondents and forms of farmer 

education available among the people. Data analysis used frequency counts and percentages. 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

Table 1:  Socio-economic characteristics of the respondents  N = 447 

S/N     VARIABLE                              FREQUENCY                       PERCENTAGE % 

                   SEX 
Male 

Female 

 

179 

268 

 

40.04 

59.96 

 AGE(Years) 

30 

31-40 

41-50 

51 and above 

 

96 

127 

210 

14 

 

21.48 

28.41 

46.98 

3.13 

 Marital status 

Single 

Married 

Divorced /separated 

Widowed 

 

13 

397 

12 

25 

 

2.91 

88.81 

2.68 

5.59 

 

 
Educational Background 

No formal education                                                                                         

Primary education 

Secondary education  

Tertiary education  

 

131 

 176 

 120 

 20 

 

29.31 

39.37 

26.85 

4.47 

 Livelihood Activities 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Self employed 

Farming /collection of 

NTFPs 

 

38 

32 

43 

334 

 

8.50 

7.16 

9.62 

74.72 

Source: Field Survey, 2018.   
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Table 1 showed the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents. Out of 447 respondents, 179 

(40.04%) were males while 268 (59.96%) are females.  Results further show that 46.98% of the 

respondents were between the age range of 4l-50 years and majority 88.8 % was married.  Farmers who 

had no contact with formal education recorded 29.31% and majority (74.72%) were into full-time 

farming. A careful study of the table also show that majority  (70.66%)  had contact with formal 

education in one way or the other from primary, through secondary to tertiary levels. 

This finding here that majority of the farmers are women is in agreement with Jazairy, Alamgir and 

Penuccio (1992) who declared that in many African countries, rural women account for 60 percent of the 

agricultural labour force and up to 80 percent of total food production.  That majority (70.6%) of the 

respondents had contact with formal education has implications that majority of the respondents can read 

and write and as such would have participated in farmer education programmes if they were to be 

available.  

 Table 2: Percentage responses on available forms of farmer education among the Ikwerre                    

farmers        N = 447 

Source: Field Survey, 2018.             Score ≥ 50% Accept; otherwise reject.  

S/N Forms of Farmer Education  

F(%) of respondents 

choosing the item as  

Available 

Remarks 

1 Education through ADPs contact farmers 

activities 

100(22.37)  Reject 

2 Education through agricultural extension agents 48(10.74)  Reject 

3 Education through elites 102(45.59)  Reject 

4 Adult literacy programmes 330(73.83) Accept 

5 Education through health workers 226(50.72) Accept 

6 Education through Journal articles 71(15.88)  Reject 

7 Education through meeting 126(28.19)  Reject 

8 Knowledge of utilization through open campaign 61(13.65)  Reject 

9 Education through seminar/workshop 52(11.63)  Reject 

10 Knowledge through progenitors 386(86.35) Accept 

11 Education through personal visit 100(22.37) Reject 

12 Knowledge obtained from leaflet and fliers 38(8.50)  Reject 

13 Education through office calls 97(21.70)  Reject 

14 Education through fax or e-mail messages 90(20.13)  Reject 

15 Education through the use of interactive videos 134(29.98)  Reject 

16 Education through career talk 115(25.73)  Reject 

17 Education through panels 50(11.19)  Reject 

18 Education through display and exhibitions 51(11.41)  Reject 

19 Education through tutorials 136(30.43)  Reject 

20 Education through film shows 38(8.50)  Reject 

21 Radio talks 375(83.89) Accept 

22 Television  345(77.18) Accept 

23 Newspaper 240(51.69) Accept  

24 Agricultural bulletin 85(19.02)  Reject 
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The above table 2 shows that out of the 24 forms of farmer education studied, only 6 representing 25% 

were chosen by majority of the respondents as available among the Ikwerre people. Specifically, adult 

literacy programmes (73.8%), education through health workers (50.7%), knowledge through progenitors 

(86.3%), radio talks (83.8%), television (77.1%), and newspaper (53.6%) were all chosen by the 

respondents as forms of farmer education available among farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality. 

The results of the study in table 2 showed that only few forms of farmer education were available for 

farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality. The forms of farmer education available include; knowledge 

inherited through progenitors, radio and television programmes, education through health workers and 

adult literacy programmes, among others. This implies that some of the respondent’s had one form of 

farmer education or the other. This is not surprising as a good number of the respondents had varying 

form of formal education, therefore can get information through media services. This result confirms the 

finding of  Edeoghon, Ajayi and Ugboya (2008) that radio was the most frequently used media by farmers 

in south west Nigeria to obtain agricultural information. On the other hand, the massive response revealed 

that farmer education was inadequate for farmers for efficient utilization of agro innovations and forest 

resource techniques. This inadequacy of farmer education is a hindrance towards the adoption of 

prospective cost-effective modernizations in the farming project. As a result, rural farmers have remained 

unconventional in their production techniques with diminishing productivity leading to reduced rural 

incomes, food shortages and slow pace of rural development. The result that majority of the respondents 

had their knowledge of farming through their progenitors is therefore not surprising. This is because 

farmer education is inadequate in the study area.  In the study conducted by Anaeto, Asiabaka, Nnadi, 

Ajaero, Aja, Ugwoke, Ukpongson and Onweagba (2012), the authors reported that majority of the 

respondents (73:3%) had no contact with the extension agents within one year, only 16.7% had between 

one and three contacts with extension agents while 10.0% had between 4-6 visits within one year. This 

also implies that farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality did not receive the necessary attention and support 

from the extension organization/agents, responsible for the education of farmers in rural communities.  

Implications for Community Development 

The findings of this study generate obvious implications for community development among the Ikwerre 

people. 

1. The finding that majority of the farmers in Ikwerre  ethnic nationality are women implies that for 

development programmes ( or projects) having farmers as target population, for impact to be 

created among the people, such programmes ( or project) must focus on women. 

2. That majority of the farmers in Ikwerre ethnic nationality had contact with formal education, 

presupposes that majority can read and write which implies that farmers in Ikwerre will form 

healthy target population and platform for development programmes aimed at empowering 

farmers through education and training. 

3. Findings show that farmer education activities and spread is still below the desired level meaning 

that Ikwerre ethnic nationality is still a virgin ground for development programmes on agriculture 

that could be achieved through education and training of farmers. 

4. Farmers training programmes that will use adult literacy methods, health workers, radio, 

television and newspapers will receive a rousing welcome and shall be  so acceptable by farmers 

in Ikwerre ethnic nationality. This means, successful farmers training programme for Ikwerre 

farmers will begin with these methods. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Based on the findings of  this study, it is concluded that farmer education activities among the Ikwerre  

farmers is still below the desired level at present. The study therefore recommends that farmers in Ikwerre 

ethnic nationality should be given unlimited access to educational programmes that will improve their  

productivity, and that government agencies and individuals interested in community development should 

begin to redirect  their attention  towards  adopting appropriate policies and actions that will place farmers 

in a position of strength for socio-economic empowerment, 
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