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ABSTRACT 

This study is aimed at investigating the role of the mass media in the promoting the education of the 

girl-child in the society, using Quest FM Ughelli as a case study. The study was specifically meant to 

find out if: i)  programmes aired on the radio station promote the education of a girl child; ii) radio 

stations encourage the formal education of a girl child; iii) Do certain traditions forbid the girl child 

from getting educated; and  iv) programmes aired on radio stations influence the attitude of a girl 

child towards acquiring formal education. A sample size of 50 out of a population of 200 respondents 

comprised of both media practitioners and rural dwellers was selected for the study. Descriptive 

survey method was adopted for the work, while making use of questionnaires as a research tool. The 

questionnaire was subjected to a reliability test.  A sample size of 50 out of a population of 200 

respondents that involve both media practitioners and rural dwellers responded to the questionnaire 

items and were used for the study. The data collected were simulated through a combination of both 

open-ended and close-ended questions. Simple percentages were used in the analysis of data. The 

study concludes that radio programmes are very educative and can promote the education and 

personal well-being of the girl-child. To this end, parents and the society need to involve the girl-child 

or make them listen to radio programmes often. 
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INTRODUCTION  
There is the general saying that education is the best legacy parents can live behind for their children. 

This is so, because, education is like a microscope through which one can access or look at every 

areas of development in the society. No wonder education has being described as the most important 

aspect of human development and a key factor that guaranties a successful living especially girl child 

education (Michael, 2011).   

Over the years the Girl-child education in African general and Nigeria in particular has become an 

issue of utmost concern. In some many African countries the girl child is not free or allowed to get 

formal education. Ranging from political, cultural, financial, etc. reasons, the girl child is in most 

cases left at home to be engaged in the domestic chores of the family. In certain communities, she is 

given out in marriage just to ensure that her male siblings are properly educated to her detriment.  

Goodluck (2011) cited in Tyoakaa, L. M., Amaka, J. I. and Nor, A. (2014) opined that “Nigeria has 9 

million (37%) out-of-school children, which is more than 0ne-third of its primary school age children 

and this is the highest in Africa. Majority of this out-of-school children are girls. Many factors are 

assumed to have been responsible for the low enrolment of girls in schools Nigeria. Some of these 

according to Mukhtar et al. (2011) include: religious misinterpretation, cultural practice, poverty, 

early marriage, illiteracy, inadequate school infrastructure, etc. Some parents are of the view that, girl-

child education is less important because no matter what level of education the girl attains, their hope 

is to see the girl-child get married. Others believe that, western education is impacts on the girl child 

some negative attitudes and lifestyles that are abominable to the African traditional culture.  
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One of the channels through which the education of a girl child can be effected is the mass media. But 

seeing that radio is more accessible and wild spread among the mass media, aside the formal class 

room education, the radio could be a vital means through which girl child education can be promoted 

by airing such laudable and educative programmes such as sex education, teenage pregnancy, early 

marriage, etc via drama shows, debates, symposia, news items, etc.  

Statement of the Problem 

Most rural and sub rural communities see the education of a girl child as a wasteful venture. Some 

believe that the girl child should only be trained at home by the mother so as to be knowledgeable in 

domestic chores, and to be future wives to would-be husbands. Hence in most African communities in 

our case Delta State girls are left to help the mother at home and help contribute to the education of a 

male child. This negative belief and trend has being fought severally by both international and local 

bodies. Elsewhere, individuals, governments and other nongovernmental agencies have been 

sensitizing parents and rural communities on the need to educate the girl-child in the society today via 

various means of disseminating information in the society, despite all these efforts, reports still show 

that majority of the out-of-school children in the society are girls and the girl child remains mostly un-

educated in the society today. The questions that come to mind are this: 

i. Are the male children more intelligent and productive than the female children? 

ii. Does the tradition and custom of the African people forbid a female child from being 

educated? 

iii. Is it that there are inadequate sensitization programmes on the part of the government and 

other corporate bodies to encourage and promote the education of the girl? 

iv. Does the financial background of families or parents pose a problem to the education?  

These and more are the problems this research work will try to find solution to. 

Objectives of the Study 

i .To know if Programmes aired on the radio or on Radio Stations promote the Education of a girl 

child. 

ii. To find out if certain radio stations air programmes that encourage the formal education of the 

girl child. 

iii. To find out if certain traditions forbid the girl child from getting educated. 

iv. To know if programmes aired on Radio Station influence the attitude of the girl child towards 

acquiring formal education. 

Research Questions 
i. How do programmes aired on the radio station promote the education of a girl child? 

ii. How do radio stations encourage the formal education of a girl child? 

iii. Do certain traditions forbid the girl child from getting educated? 

iv. How do programmes aired on radio stations influence the attitude of a girl child towards 

acquiring formal education? 

 

RESEARCH METHOD   
Descriptive survey method was adopted for this study with particular emphasis on the extensive use of 

questionnaires as a research tool.  

Area of the Study  

The area of the study is Bomadi Local Government Area of Delta State. Bomadi Local Government 

Area comprises of 11 communities and all the 11 communities were represented in the study.  

Population of the Study 
The population of this study is 200 persons. Which include media practitioners and rural dwellers. 

Sample of the study 
A sample size of 50 media practitioners and rural dwellers were used for the study, representing 25% 

of the total population.  

Research Instrument 
The basic instrument used for gathering information for the study is the questionnaire. A 

questionnaire titled: the Impact of radio programmes in the promotion of girl-child education 

(IRPPGCE) was used for study.  The data collected were simulated through a combination of open-
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ended questions and close-ended questions. The data were made easy to understand, so that literacy 

level of the respondents would not lead to any unnecessary subjectivity, whatsoever. 

Validity and Reliability Test   

The researcher presented his research instruments to his project supervisor who after going through 

approved them for use. Consequently the instrument should be accepted as valid and reliable and 

could be applicable for further studies. 

Method of Data Presentation 

 A total of 50 questionnaires were distributed to 50 respondents and retrieved for the study. This 

implies that there was 100% response to the questionnaires administered. 

 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS  

Research Questions 1: Do you listen to programmes aired on the radio?  

Table 4.2.1. Listenership of programmes aired on the radio. 

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Yes  50 100 

No  - - 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 

From the table all the respondents, that is 100% listen to radio programmes.  

Research Questions 2: Which radio station(s) do you patronize?  

Table 4.2.2. Patronage to radio station(s) 

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Quest FM Ughelli 24 48 

Radio Delta  08 16 

Medoly FM Warri  07 14 

Radio Nigeria  08 16 

Ray Power FM 03 06 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
Table 4.2.2.indicates that majority of radio listeners within the sample area patronize Quest FM. This 

is evident as 24 respondents representing 48% listen to Quest FM radio Ughelli, followed by Radio 

Delta and Radio Nigeria, which have 8 respondents or 16% each while Melody FM Warri and Ray 

Power FM has 7 (14%) and 3 respondents (6) respondents respectively. 

Research Questions 3: How often do you listen to radio programmes in a day? 

Table 4.2.3. Frequency in listening to radio programmes  

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Once in a day 06 12 

Two times in a day  08 16 

Three times in a day   14 28 

Four  times in a day   12 24 

Throughout the day  10 20 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
It is indicative from the table 4.2.3. that majority of the respondents love listening to radio 

programmes as above 70 % of the respondents listen to radio programmes at least three times in a 

day; about 26% of the respondents representing 14 respondents listen to radio programmes less than 

three times in a day.  
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Research Question 4: What type of radio programmes do you often listen to? 

Table 4. 2.4. Type of radio programmes listened to.  

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Educational  08 16 

News  08 16 

Drama  01 02 

Adverts  06 12 

Sports  05 10 

Health & Personal hygiene  08 16 

General  02 04 

All of the above  12 24 

None of the above  - - 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
Table 4.2.4. shows that out of the aired programmes among radio stations, educational, news, and 

health programmes recorded 8 respondents each who often listen those such programmes. While 12 

respondents or 24% listen to all the itemized radio programmes. In a nutshell, a total of 72 % totaling 

36 respondents listen to informative radio programmes. While the rest of the respondents listen to 

either drama (1 or 2% respondents), adverts (6 or 12% respondents), sports (5 or 10% respondents) 

and general (2 or 4% respondents). Hence, majority of the respondents find radio programmes very 

educative and informative to the education of the girl-child.  

Research Question 5: Do programmes aired on the radio promote the education of the girl-child? 

Table 4.2.5. Promotion of girl-child education by radio programmes   

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Yes  34  68 

Partially  08 16 

No  08 16 

Total  100 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 

From the table 4.2.5. we are made to understand that 34 respondents representing 68% of the total 

respondents agree that radio programmes promote the education of the girl-child. Another 16% 

representing 8 respondents were of the view that radio programmes promote the education of the girl-

child only partially; yet another 8 respondents or 16% disagree that programmes aired on the radio 

promote the education of the girl-child.    

Research Question 6: In which of the following areas do radio programmes promote the education 

of the girl-child? 
Table 4.2. 6. Areas in which radio programmes promote the education of the girl-child  

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Sex   Education 4 8 

Early marriage   5 10 

Birth control  6 12 

Personal hygiene  5 10 

Family life  3 6 

Virginity  2 4 

Menstrual circle  5 10 

Marriage types  2 4 

Gender equality  5 10 

Literacy  4 8 

Genital mutilation  6 12 

All of the above  3 6 

None of the above  - - 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
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From the table 4.2.6. above we can see clearly that radio programmes promote the education of the 

girl child, as respondents did not find any of the items on the table non-educative. While birth control, 

personal hygiene, menstrual circle and gender equality have the average of 10% or 5 respondents each 

as some of the radio programmes that promote the education of the girl-child, phenomena like early 

marriage and genital mutilation seem to be the most outstanding educative programmes on radio that 

promote the education of the girl-child with 6 respondents or 12% response rate each. Though sex 

education (4 or8%), literacy (4 or 8%), family planning (3 or 6%), virginity (2 or 4%) and marriage 

types (2 or 4%) respectively feature less as such radio programmes that promote the education of the 

girl child, it is convincing however that they are all programmes aired on radio that affect the girl-

child positively in terms of acquiring formal education. This is more so as 3 respondents (6%) were of 

the opinion that all the aforementioned radio programmes promote the education of the girl-child.  

Research Question 7: Do certain traditions beliefs discourage the education of the girl-child? 

Table 4.2.7. Traditions beliefs that discourage the education of the girl-child 

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

The place of the girl child is in 

the kitchen. 

13 26 

Education of the girl child is a 

lost investment as they are 

properties of another man. 

16 32 

Family identity is lost when 

girls get married 

08 16 

Girls cannot inherit Family 

properties  

02 04 

All of the above  11 22 

None of the above  00 -- 

Total  50  100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
The above table 4.2.7. shows that certain traditional beliefs really discourage the education of the girl-

child. Of all the traditional beliefs identified in the study, “Education of the girl child is a lost 

investment as they are properties of another man” seems to be the most pronounced traditional belief 

that discourages girl child education in the society with 16 respondents (32%) confirming it. 13 

respondents or 26% believes “The place of the girl child is in the kitchen” as one of the traditional 

beliefs that discourages the education of the girl-child. Loss of family identity recorded 8 respondents 

(16%) while girls are being prevented in some traditions to inherit family properties was seen as 

another belief that discourages the education of the girl-child in the society.  

Questions 8: Which other factors affect the formal education of the girl-child?  
Table  4.2.8. Other factors that hinder the education of the girl-child  

Responses  Frequency  Percentage  

Child labour  2 4 

Early marriage  4 8 

Gender issues  3 6 

Broken home  4 8 

Poverty  5 10 

Lack of sponsors  5 10 

Orphanage  3 6 

Parents‟ literacy level  2 4 

Sexual harassment  7 14 

Political Insecurity  5 10 

Lack of Family support 4 8 

Religious belief  3 6 

Teenage pregnancy  3 6 

Total  50 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2018 
From the table 4.2.8. above, it is very obvious that several factors hinder the functional and formal 

education of the girl-child. However, some of these factors appear to be more alarming than the 
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others. The table shows sexual harassment as the primary factor hindering the education of the girl-

child with 7 respondents (17%) asserting it. This is followed by poverty, political insecurity and lack 

of sponsors which resulted at 5 respondents, that 10% each. Early marriage, broken home and lack of 

family support featured as the next variable that hinder the education of the girl-child in the society 

recording 4 respondents or 8% responses. Religious belief, teenage pregnancy, orphanage and gender 

related issues, parents‟ literacy level, and child labour are among the least factors hindering the 

education of the girl child.  

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The study shows that radio programmes help in the education of the girl child in many ways. Among 

the educative programmes aired on radio as shown in this study include sex, early marriage, birth 

control,  personal hygiene, family life, virginity, menstrual circle, marriage types, gender equality, 

literacy and genital mutilation. Of all these programmes birth control and female genital mutilation 

appear to be most educating with regards to the girl child. Nevertheless, respondents found all the 

itemized radio programmes much educative as it is seen clearly from the responses respondents gave 

to individual items. As birth control, personal hygiene, menstrual circle and gender equality seems to 

be having the average of 10% radio programmes that promote the education of the girl-child, much 

needs to be done on other areas by radio stations to educate the girl child. The study shows that less 

emphasis is laid on sex education, literacy, family planning, virginity and marriage types as they 

feature less in the list of programmes aired on radio targeted at educating the girl child. It is 

imperative to state that these areas are as essential as the others earlier mentioned. As such equal time 

should be allotted to these also to enable the girl child get fully educated about life in general. 

CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that radio programmes are very educative and can promote the education and 

personal well-being of the girl-child. To this end, parents and the society at large need to involve the 

girl-child or make her listen to radio programmes often. It should be emphasized that the girl-child is 

equal in all manners and kinds to her male counterpart, hence they should not be in any manner 

discriminated against in the society and every rights accruing to the male child should also be given to 

the girl-child in an equal proportion.  

In a nutshell, radio programmes need to be involved seriously in educating the girl-child via 

programmes that will encourage them to acquire formal education.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The researcher adopted the following recommendations for this study:   

i. governments at all levels should make the education of the girl child compulsory and free at 

all cost;  

ii. those who indulge in child-labour should be treated as criminals and the corresponding 

sanctions be imposed on them; 

iii. a bill on the prohibition of early marriage/child trafficking should be sponsored by women 

law makers and  women NGOs to stop forthwith the giving out to marriage of the girl-

child at a tender ages as it is common among some traditions in Nigerla and Africa;  

iv. the girl-child on her part should be determined to make a change by insisting and encourage 

her parents to train them to school to acquire formal education; 

v. parents living in the rural areas should try as much as possible to purchase a family radio to 

avail the girl-child the opportunity of get access to radio activities;  

vi. there should be scholarships for the girl-child to enable her overcome issues of child labour, 

teenage pregnancy, trafficking, etc. arising of situations where such a girl child does not 

have sponsors;  

vii. Organisations like women in Academics, Women in Technical Education, Community 

Women Groups, etc should be in the forefront create awareness to remote and rural 

parents to help give their female children functional education; and   
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viii. community leaders,  town criers, traditional rulers and other concerned individuals should be 

engaged in bringing awareness on the importance of girl-child education to the rural 

communities.   
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