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ABSTRACT 

This study found out non-formal education needs of rural farmers for improved participation in 

community development in Rivers State. Three research questions guided the study. Descriptive survey 

and exploratory research design was adopted. Proportionate sampling technique was adopted to select 

1,032 respondents from the total population of 10,320. This formed 10% of the members of registered 

rural farmers‟ cooperative societies in Rivers State. An instrument tagged “Questionnaire on Non-Formal 

Education Needs of Rural Farmers for Improved Participation in Community Development (QN-

FENRFIPCD) with r = 0.78 was used for data collection. Completed and retrieved 1,032 copies of 

questionnaire were analyzed using mean statistics. Results showed among others that basic adult 

education, social education, political education, economic education and cultural education are the non-

formal education needs of rural farmers in the participation of community development; basic adult 

education need has the greatest value for improved participation in community development among rural 

farmers. The study therefore recommended that education providers should adopt and project the 

identified non-formal education needs for rural people so as to aid participation in the development of 

communities. Also that agency for mass literacy, adult and non-formal education should establish adult 

literacy centres in the rural communities to take care of the illiteracy rate among the rural people. 

Keywords: Non-Formal Education Needs, Rural Farmers, Participation, Community Development  

 
INTRODUCTION 

Non-Formal Education (NFE) is a term that is often used with terms such as community education, adult 

education, lifelong education and second chance education. Non-formal education is defined as any 

organized and systematic educational activity situated outside of the traditional education system and 

aimed at providing certain types of education to specific population groups, adults as well as children 

(UNESCO in Zertuche, 2016). One of the objectives of non-formal education is to expand the learning 

opportunities of people not enrolled in the traditional school system and to meet the needs of the 

population more effectively. 

In rural communities, the multiplicity of forms and the flexibility of non-formal education are major 

assets that promote the adaptation of programmes to various rural contexts. 

Depending on country contexts, it may cover educational programmes to impart adult literacy, basic 

education for out-of-school people, life skills, work skills, and general culture activities. Non-formal 

education programmes do not necessarily follow the ladder system, and may be of differing duration 
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(Openjuru, 2009). Non-formal education projects are characterized by great diversity, in terms of teaching 

methods, the subjects taught financing, objectives, target population and the qualifications of teaching 

staff.  

There is general recognition that NFE delivery systems servicing rural communities must be appropriate 

for the needs of the individuals and the communities as a whole. As with curriculum, delivery modes for 

NFE must be complementary to the needs of the rural communities being serviced. What is most 

appropriate for one country or one rural community may not be appropriate for another. The extent of 

physical infrastructure development, the availability of NFE facilities, the level of education achievement 

and the extent of social and economic development of a community, as well as the types of enterprises 

providing work opportunities, should all impact on the decision as to the most effective delivery model. 

In all cases, it is crucial to take a team approach and to follow the principles of active community 

involvement, relevance and flexibility of the training programme.  

Rural communities often can offer significant human, material and intellectual resources. Once these 

resources are mobilized and given adequate support and direction, rural communities and their members 

can become both beneficiaries and important actors in the provision of NFE and in the transformation of 

the rural space. Non-formal education is not only an alternative means to provide education to people who 

are unable to attend school, but also as part of providing youth and adults alike with lifelong education. It 

is becoming popular to include non-formal education as a component within assistance projects, 

especially in those for comprehensive rural development. In such non-formal education, the acquisition of 

literacy and numeracy as well as practical skills for making a living are centrally positioned (IIED, 2010). 

 

It is in light of the above that Knowles (1970) described non-formal education needs as something that a 

person has to learn for his own good, for the good of an organization, or for the good of the society. It can 

be regarded as the gap that exists between a person‟s present level of competencies and a higher level 

which is required for effective performance as defined by the individuals, his organization or his society. 

As a problem-centered activity, non-formal education becomes a tool that will build the capacity of rural 

farmers to satisfy the imbalance or lack of adjustment between the present condition in the life of the 

community and a new set of condition that will be more desirable. In identifying those gaps, they could be 

basic adult education needs, social education needs, political education needs, economic education needs, 

cultural education needs, health education needs, and environmental education needs. These are important 

because, they will equip the individuals, including the rural farmers with the desired knowledge and skills 

that will make them participate effectively in the development of their communities. 

Conceptually, basic adult education refers to all those programmes with fundamental education, as well as 

those programmes with alternative curricular, including areas such as basic health, nutrition, family 

planning, literacy, agriculture, and other vocational skills (Lynette & Babara, 2017). The rural farmers 

need basic education because it is very important for human living. Acquisition of basic adult education 

will help them have a focus on other areas of needs in the community. It is only when they achieve their 

basic education needs that other sets of needs come up in the hierarchy of needs. In addition to basic adult 

education, another education need that could be important to rural farmers is social education. 

Social education can be seen as education for sociality, education through social life, education as 

learning in society, and education for social relationships (Smith, 2014). Thus, it is the education that 

equips people with knowledge and skills of establishing human relationship, love, peace and harmony, 

communication, improved family life, among others. Knowledge of social education will make rural 

farmers gain access to full emotional, social, and intellectual development in relations to self, social 

institutions, and social issues. 

Moreso, another education need that could be very important to rural farmers to function effectively in 

their communities is political education. Political education is an activity aimed at 

achieving the largest numbers of citizens, who understand political process, independently and critically 

shape their own opinions and are prepared for public activity (European Youth for Media Network 

Association, 2012). Political education will help to raise the civic consciousness and increasing 
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participation of rural farmers in the community affairs and the mainstream political process. Acquisition 

of political education will make them exercise their franchise, know state ideology, and have sound 

criticisms on state issues. In the same vein, such other need could be economic education.  

Economic education is the education provided to assist a rational man in organizing his different thoughts 

whenever he is faced with day-to-day economic issues and problems (Ibukunolu, 2015). Thus, economic 

education is the education that prepares one to become productive member of the workforce, prudent 

saver, investor, and wise decision maker on his available resources. There is, therefore, the need for 

people to acquire economic education to enable them identify their available resources in the community 

and make wise decision on the usage and reservation for the rainy days. It will equally equip them with 

knowledge and skills of dealing with their day-to-day economic issues and problems as they arise in their 

own areas of authority. 

Finally, one other education need that could be vital for the performance of rural farmers in their 

communities is cultural education. Cultural education refers to education that enables the transmission of 

peoples‟ cultural heritage from one generation to another. It equips individuals with a wide variety of high 

quality cultural experiences that make them to function effectively in their communities. There is the need 

for rural farmers to have in their fingertips, the values, norms, and traditions of their communities through 

cultural education. This will enable them to transmit the knowledge to new generation and for promotion 

of cultural development. Without mincing word, it is pertinent to say that community is a group of people 

living in a geographical area and is bound with common interest. This implies that in every community, 

the perception of the people is very important since there are various categories of people in the 

community, for example, married and single, educated and non-educated. It is very vital that the opinions 

of these categories of people should be collected to determine how related or diverse these opinions are in 

this study.  

It is pertinent therefore, to note that a typical feature of the farming population in many developed as well 

as developing countries is a belief that the only learning necessary in terms of farming techniques can be 

passed on from generation to generation. In other words, there is a lack of an education and training 

culture to achieve such purpose. The issue of education and rural development is a recurrent theme. 

Throughout the world, a great many projects and studies have been conducted with a view to enable 

education to fully play its role in the agricultural and rural development of developing countries. Current 

trends in the world such as globalization of trade, rapid advancement of technologies, urbanisation in 

developing nations and migration of labour force within and between countries have a significant impact 

on rural life. NFE has long been considered a crucial means of providing competent power of individual 

for socio-economic development in rural areas. Facing the above mentioned changes in today„s economic 

life, however, there is need to provide answers to the following research questions. 

Research Questions 

1. What are the NFE needs of rural farmers in Rivers State? 

2. Which of the NFE needs has the greatest value for improved participation in community 

development among rural farmers? 

3. What is the importance of NFE needs on participation in community development among rural 

farmers? 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted the survey research design which was both descriptive and exploratory since it aims at 

creating new knowledge. The descriptive survey design makes use of representative samples of the 

population in their natural settings. The design is considered appropriate, because it is useful in gathering 

data about the belief, opinion, attitude, behaviour and records of events that can be analysed and 

interpreted to measure relationship between variables without any manipulations. The population 

comprised 10320 members of registered rural farmers‟ cooperative societies in Rivers State. 

Proportionate sampling technique was used to select 1032 respondents from the total population. This 

formed 10% of the members of registered rural farmers‟ cooperative societies in Rivers State. A validated 
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15-item self-developed research instrument tagged “Questionnaire on Non-Formal Education Needs of 

Rural Farmers for Improved Participation in Community Development (QN-FENRFIPCD) with 

reliability coefficient of 0.78 was used for data collection. The questionnaire was designed on modified 

four-point Likert rating scale. The numerical rating of responses in the questionnaire was scored thus: 

Strongly Agree (SA) = 4, Agree (A) = 3, Disagree (D) = 2 and Strongly Disagree (SD) = 1. The data 

collected were analysed with mean ( ) statistics. Criterion mean for taking decision was 2.5 (4+3+2+1 

divided by 4 = 2.5). All items whose values are below 2.5 were rejected while those above 2.5 were 

accepted.  

 

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION  

Research Question 1: What are the NFE needs of rural farmers in Rivers and Bayelsa States? 

Table 1: Mean analysis on NFE needs of rural farmers in Rivers State 
S/N Items RESPONSE Total Mea

n 

( ) 

 

Decision 

SA A D SD 

1 Basic adult education is one of 

the non-formal education needs of 

rural farmers  

342 

(1368

) 

454 

(1362) 

 

112 

(224) 

124 

(124

) 

1032 

(3078) 

2.98 Agree  

2 Social education is another non-

formal education need of rural 

farmers 

296 

(1184) 

579 

(1737) 

79 

(158) 

78 

(78) 

 

 

1032 

(3157) 

3.06 Agree 

3 Political education is a non-

formal education need that can 

aid rural farmers to participate 

effectively in community 

development 

356 

(1424) 

410 

(1230) 

92 

(184) 

111 

(111

) 

1032 

(2949) 

2.86 Agree 

4 Economic education is another 

non-formal education need of 

rural farmers 

389 

(1556) 

451 

(1353) 

120 

(240) 

72 

(72) 

1032 

 

(3221) 

3.12 Agree 

5 Another non-formal education 

need of rural farmers in the 

participation of community 

development is cultural education 

need 

284 

(1136) 

526 

(1578) 

111 

(222) 

111 

(111

) 

1032 

 

(2936) 

2.84 Agree 

 Grand Mean      2.97  

 

Table 1 revealed that respondents agreed basic adult education is one of the non-formal education needs 

of rural farmers with mean 2.98; they also agreed that social education is another non-formal education 

need of rural farmers with mean 3.06. The table also revealed that political education is a non-formal 

education need that can aid rural farmers to participate effectively in community development as this has 

mean of 2.86. Also, the respondents agreed that economic education is another non-formal education need 

of rural farmers with mean 3.12 and that another non-formal education need of rural farmers in the 

participation of community development is cultural education need with mean 2.84. However, the grand 

mean 2.97 shows that basic adult education, social education, political education, economic education and 

cultural education are the non-formal education needs of rural farmers in the participation of community 

development. The finding supports International Standard Classification of Education (ISCE) in 

Wikipedia (2011) that basic adult education is the formal and informal fundamental training or 

knowledge, skills, and experiences that people acquire or attain to enable them function 
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effectively in their communities. It is the prerequisite to further education. Basic learning needs include 

literacy, family planning, nutritional values, vocational skill, to mention but a few. 

The finding also supports the study by Lee (1980) which suggests that social education is a non-formal 

education need that can be used to cover “all those teaching or informal activities which are planned by 

curriculum developers, teachers or other professionals to enhance the development of one or more of the 

following: knowledge, understanding, attitudes, sensitivities, competence, in relation to – the self and 

others, social institutions; structures; and organizations, and/or social issues”. Indian American Forum for 

Political Education (2009) sees political education as non-formal education need that empowers people 

politically by raising their civic consciousness and increasing participation in community affairs and the 

mainstream political process. The study is also in line with the view of Okafor (2004) who stated that 

political awareness is referred to attitudinal term that connotes one‟s consciousness as regard to his 

political duties to nation and that of the nation to the citizens. It is the process of making the citizens of a 

country to know their political rights which entitle them to participate in the national political life of the 

state. Cheng (2001) agreed with the above statement when he said that political education enlightens 

residents from different perspectives about political points of views and knowledge and values of 

ideological events. 

The study by Ibukunolu (2015) sees economic education as need provided to assist a rational man in 

organizing his different thoughts whenever he is faced with day-to-day economic issues and problems. 

However, Darren (2012) posits that cultural education need is an attempt to ensure that every child 

experience a wide variety of high quality cultural experiences to help him/her function effectively in the 

society. In other words, cultural education is concerned with the transmission of a people‟s cultural 

heritage from one general to another. This will help to transmit the attitudes, values, customs, and 

traditions of the people from old generation to new ones. 

Research Question 2: Which of the NFE needs has the greatest value for improved participation in 

community development among rural farmers? 

Table 2: Mean analysis on the NFE needs that has the greatest value for improved participation in 
community development among rural farmers 

S/N Items RESPONSE Total Mean 

( ) 

 

Decision 

SA A D SD 

6 Basic adult education need has the 

greatest value for improved 

participation in community 

development among rural farmers 

746 

(2984) 

237 

(711) 

30 

(60) 

19 

(19)  

  

1032 

 

(3774) 

3.66 

 

Agree 

7 Social education need has the 

greatest value for improved 

participation in community 

development among rural farmers 

271 

   (1084)    

651 

   (1953)      

35 

     (70) 

  75 

  (75) 

1032 

 

(3182) 

3.08 Agree 

8 Political education need has the 

greatest value for improved 

participation in community 

development among rural farmers 

660 

   (2640) 

275 

    (825) 

27 

     (54) 

70 

  (70) 

1032 

 

(3589) 

3.48 Agree 

9 Economic education need has the 

greatest value for improved 

participation in community 

development among rural farmers 

344 

   (1376) 

584 

   (1752) 

31 

     (62) 

73 

  (73) 

1032 

 

(3263) 

3.16 Agree 

10 Cultural education need has the 

greatest value for improved 

participation in community 

development among rural farmers 

591 

   (2364) 

368 

   (1104) 

70 

    (140) 

   3 

    (3) 

1032 

 

(3611) 

3.50 Agree 

 Grand Mean      3.38  
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Table 2 revealed that respondents agreed that basic adult education need has the greatest value for 

improved participation in community development among rural farmers with mean 3.66; it is also 

revealed that social education need has the greatest value for improved participation in community 

development among rural farmers with mean 3.08; political education need has the greatest value for 

improved participation in community development among rural farmers with mean 3.84. Furthermore, 

economic education need has the greatest value for improved participation in community development 

among rural farmers with mean 3.16; and cultural education need has the greatest value for improved 

participation in community development among rural farmers with mean 3.50. Therefore the 3.38 grand 

mean indicates that basic adult education need has the greatest value for improved participation in 

community development among rural farmers. The finding corroborates International Standard 

Classification of Education (ISCE) in Wikipedia (2011) that basic adult education is the formal and 

informal fundamental training or knowledge, skills, and experiences that people acquire or attain to 

enable them function effectively in their communities. It is the prerequisite to further education. Basic 

learning needs include literacy, family planning, nutritional values, vocational skill, to mention but a few. 

According to UNESCO (2010) an extensive number of studies have proven the benefits of basic adult 

education on public health (lower spread of HIV/AIDS, better vaccination, prevention, lower materials, 

infant and child mortality), demography (longer life expectance, accelerated demographic transition 

through better birth control,…), and economy (increases of purchase power, increased demand on service 

sectors…). Other benefits, although more difficult to measure, include impact on demography, 

human rights, governance and political stability through increasing understanding of non-violent ways to 

solve problems and mutual understanding between groups in conflict. 

Research Question 3: What is the importance of NFE needs on participation in community development 

among rural farmers? 
Table 3: Mean analysis on the importance of NFE needs on participation in community development among 

rural farmers 

S/N Items RESPONSE Total Mean 

( ) 

 

Decision 

SA A D SD 

11 Non-formal education needs bring 

about a positive change in individual  

354 

 (1416) 

601 

  1803)       

23   

(46) 

54 

  (54) 

1032 

 

(3319) 

3.22 Agree 

12 Non-formal education needs bring 

about significant change in community 

quality of life 

527 

(2108) 

516 

 (1548) 

29 

    (58) 

 32 

  (32) 

1032 

 

(3746) 

3.63 Agree 

13 Non-formal education needs aid 

positive change in the pace of national 

development 

298 

  (1192) 

651 

 (1953) 

32 

    (64) 

  51 

   (51) 

1032 

 

(3260) 

3.16 Agree 

14 Non-formal education needs equip 

people with essential literacy and 

numeracy skills that yield high rates on 

investment 

567 

 

(2268) 

369 

 (1107) 

69 

    (138) 

  27 

   (27) 

1032 

 

(3540) 

3.43 Agree 

15 Non-formal education needs sustain 

development of democracy and 

democratic institutions 

472 

  (1888)        

451 

 (1353) 

87 

    (174) 

  22 

   (22) 

1032 

 

(3437) 

3.33 Agree 

 Grand Mean      3.35  

 

Table 3 show that respondents agreed non-formal education needs bring about a positive change in 

individual as this recorded a mean of 3.22; the respondents also agreed that non-formal education needs 

bring about significant change in community quality of life with mean of 3.63, item 13 which is on 

positive change in the pace of national development had 3.16 as mean. Additionally, respondents agreed 

that non-formal education needs equip people with essential literacy and numeracy skills that yield high 

rates on investment with mean 3.43 and sustain development of democracy and democratic institutions 
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which is another importance of non-formal education needs had mean of 3.33. However, the grand mean 

3.35 is an indication that the importance of NFE needs on participation in community development 

among rural farmers are to bring about a positive change in individual, bring about significant change in 

community quality of life, aid positive change in the pace of national development, equip people with 

essential literacy and numeracy skills and sustain development of democracy and democratic institutions. 

This finding is in conformity with UNESCO (2010) which posits that non-formal education needs ensure 

equal access to education, eradicate illiteracy among people, and improve people's access to vocational 

training, science, technology, and continuing education. It also encourages the development of non-

discriminatory education and training, allocates sufficient resources for and monitors the implementation 

of educational reforms, and promotes women‟s and girl‟s life-long education and training.  NFE needs 

sustains development, which in turn fosters hope and participation in democracy, justice and active 

citizenship. Likewise, democracy and active citizenship require new skills and competencies along with 

the capacities for institution-building. Participatory education programmes empowering rural 

communities have been invaluable in cementing human rights, raising gender awareness and enhancing 

the income-generating skills needed to fight poverty (Synthesis Report, 2004).  

 

CONCLUSION 

From the foregoing, it can be concluded that one of the major indices of development in any society is 

education of its citizenry. Non-formal education becomes a panacea for improving the quality of life in 

the community. It embraces all range of development activities in any community undertaken by the 

people, the government or non-governmental organization. Community development, therefore, relies 

heavily on people who are the real agents and catalysts of social change and improvement of their 

communities. For rural farmers to perform very well in their expected roles in the community, non-formal 

education needs are of utmost necessity. Such needs of non-formal education include: basic adult 

education, social education, political education, economic education, and cultural education. It is assumed 

that when they acquire these educational needs, the decline in their community development participation 

will be reversed and a desired set of conditions will set in. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made:  

1. Education providers should adopt and project the identified non-formal education needs for rural 

people so as to aid participation in the development of communities. 

2. Agency for mass literacy, adult and non-formal education should establish adult literacy centres 

in the rural communities to take care of the illiteracy rate among the rural people. 

3. Rural people should endeavour to actively participate in developing themselves through available 

non-formal education centres in their communities. 
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