
 

111 
 

 

 

 

Perceived Influence of Post-Election Violence on 

Academic Performance of Students in Public Secondary 

Schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State 
 

 

*Osuji, Catherine U. PhD & Jaja, Mercy Donald 

 

Department of Educational Management 

Faculty of Education 

Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Nigeria  

*Email: cathyosuji@gmail.com 

ABSTRACT 

This study investigated perceived influence of post-election violence on academic performance of 

students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State, using two 

objectives, two research questions and two hypotheses. The study adopted descriptive survey design. 

The population for the study comprised 2161 teachers consisting of 722 males and 1448 females in 

the 35 pubic secondary schools in Obio/Akpor and Port Harcourt City Local Government Areas of 

Rivers State. A sample size of 326 teachers consisting of 111 males and 215 females was gotten 

through stratified random sampling technique. The instrument for the study was a self-structured 

questionnaire titled “Perceived Influence of Post-Election Violence on Academic Performance of 

Students Questionnaire”, which was validated by experts in the Department of Educational 

Management. Cronbach Alpha was used to determine and obtain reliability indexes of 0.94 and 0.87. 

Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the research questions, while z-test was used in 

testing the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. Findings revealed that kidnapping of students 

and displacement of families during post-election violence influenced academic performance of 

students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. Based on the 

findings it was recommended among others that effective security measures should be put in place to 

curb the activities of kidnappers and reduce fear from students and teachers in confidently 

participating in academic activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education has been seen as necessary tool for the acquisition and fostering of knowledge, skills and 

values which lead to productive activities in an individual, making him/ her a functional member of 

the society as well as being important in promoting economic and social development. In more 

advanced nations, education is viewed as a primary means of solving social problems (Ekekwe, 

2016). This thus stresses the importance of education worldwide despite the differences in the 

organization, content and structure of the educational system as well as cultures. The fact that 

education is an instrument par excellence for effecting national growth and development for a 

sustainable economy is no longer an issue of debate. Ezeanya (2015) asserted that education is a 

veritable tool for the total emancipation and development of an individual, the family and the 

nation at large. No wonder, one of the national educational goals is the acquisition of appropriate 

skills and the development of mental, physical and social abilities, and competencies as equipment 

for the individual to live and contribute to the development of the society.  

The quality of education received by the citizens of a state determines the level of development of 

that state. In other words, the success and development of a state is greatly hinged on the quality 

and effectiveness of her educational sector. The government of Rivers State has shown its 

commitment to the provision of quality education by making education a priority in its budget 

allocation (Joab-Peterside, 2018). It is unfortunate however that the quality of education in public 

International Journal of Innovative Social & Science Education Research 9(3):111-118, July-Sept., 2021 

   © SEAHI PUBLICATIONS, 2021    www.seahipaj.org                     ISSN: 2360-8978 

mailto:cathyosuji@gmail.com
http://www.seahipaj.org/


 

112 
 

secondary schools in Rivers State have not come up to an appreciable level (Joab-Peterside, 2018). 

In view of the deficiencies and resolve to reposition the educational standard, several studies 

suggest that violence during election is one of the chief causes of lowered educational standard. 

Straus and Taylor (2012) find out that most election violence in Africa specifically Nigeria has 

been perpetrated by incumbent governments and their supporters, even when those incumbents are 

relatively strong. Election violence has a psychological impact on the students, teachers and 

communities which leads to the degradation of the education system and infrastructure (World Bank, 

2010). It has an adverse effect on the performance of learners because in conflict or violence 

situations, learning is disrupted and learners affected. Violence during election may not be physical 

but usually starts as an invisible line which gradually becomes boldly drawn by events for instance, 

fighting in elections starts with verbal insults which initially seem too insignificant for the electorates 

to notice (Adebayo, 2012). Election violence is considered a part and parcel of human lives, and thus 

has a great influence on academic performance of students. 

Election violence refers to all collective attacks within a political community against the political 

regime, its actors including competing political groups as well as incumbents or its policies 

(Angerbrandt, 2018). According to Joab-Peterside (2018), electoral violence is any act of violence 

perpetuated in the course of political activities, including pre, during and post-election periods, and 

may include any of the following acts: thuggery, use of force to disrupt political meetings or voting at 

polling stations, use of dangerous weapons to intimidate voters and other electoral process or to cause 

bodily harm or injury to any person connected with electoral processes. These kinds of violence are 

not new in Rivers State as such having been recorded from the 1980s to the recent post-election 

violence of 2019 (ibid, 2018). Election violence takes place not just at election time, but in periods 

leading to elections, during the elections, and in the period after elections such as during the counting 

of ballots. Election violence negates peaceful coexistence, law and order. In addition to security 

concerns, it militates against the consolidation of democracy and social coexistence which in turn 

impact on the social and economic well-being of the people and creates imbalances in social relations 

(Musa, Domatob & Hamelink, 2011). Violence resulting from election processes (before, during or 

after) is no longer strange in Rivers State and has caused devastating effects on the development of 

educational sector of the state, especially on the standard of academic performance of students. In 

spite of the centrality of peaceful, credible, free and fair election and the legal cum constitutional 

mechanism put in place to enthrone credible election process, experiences overtime have shown that 

violence still occur after elections in Rivers State (Mezieobi, 2017). 

Orji and Uzodi (2012) see post-election violence as a specific act of electoral violence that occurs 

after elections. The post-election phase usually starts from the collation and announcement of election 

results to litigation and settlement of election disputes. Violence at this phase is usually triggered by 

issues emanating from the pre-election and election phases. Post-election violence manifests in 

several ways including attacks on rival candidates, party officials and supporters; as well as violent 

street protests (UNDP, 2009). They could also include shooting, incessant killing of people, arson, 

destruction of property and infrastructure and displacement of families (Adoke, 2011). According to 

Joint Task Force on Electoral Assistance (2011) post-election violence manifests in physical forms 

(kidnapping, killing and destruction of property) and non-physical forms (threats, intimidation and 

blackmail). The shootings, killings, riots, protest and curfew post-election breeds limits people’s 

freedom of movement and closure of schools which affects students’ performance.  

Students’ academic performance may be affected in various ways; the students may miss long periods 

of learning thus failing to cover the expected content and preparing adequately for examinations 

(Obakhedo, 2011). The performance of students can be grossly affected by the trauma of losing their 

family members, homes as well as witnessing extreme violence. Furthermore because of the loss of 

family livelihood, some students may be forced to work to help support their family. Post-election 

violence usually leads to turbulent situations that could cause some families to hold back their 

children from attending school for concern of their safety. Post-election violence affects students’ 

attendance in school and thus they fail to cover the expected curriculum in preparation for 

examinations. In addition, the lives of the teachers are also threatened during post-election violence. 

This increases the level of absenteeism and makes it difficult for the curriculum to be covered and 

assignments to be done well (Ekekwe, 2013). 
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Kidnapping during election and after election has become the order of the day. Kidnapping refers to 

criminal offence which involves abduction of a person against his/her freedom and subjecting him/her 

to the threat of murder or assassination and requesting for ransom before release. It is a criminal and 

traumatic behaviour orchestrated by gangster with the mindset of abducting human being for ransom. 

Abraham (2010) defined kidnapping as an act of seizing, taking away and keeping a person in custody 

either by force or fraud. It includes snatching and seizing a person in order to collect a ransom in 

return or settle some scores of disagreement among people. Ngwama (2014) defined kidnapping as 

false imprisonment in the sense that it involves the illegal confinement of individuals against his or 

her own will by another individual in such a way as to violate the confined individual’s right to free 

from the restraint of movement. Today, exposure of students to kidnapping have contributed to both 

increased disruptive or unfocused classroom behaviour for children and reduced academic progress 

(Carlson, 2010). Students affected by kidnapping cases suffer from lowered social and emotional 

competence, diminished academic performance and fear of more abuse (Burnham, 2019). Students 

who experience kidnapping are subjected to threats, intimidation, and isolation that cause them to 

have anxiety, fear, self-blame and worthlessness (Obilor & Ikpa, 2021). Threatening or coercive 

tactics like intimidation, humiliation, harassment, and embarrassment have often led to intrapersonal, 

interpersonal, and academic limitations on the lives of students (Jungmeen, Talbot & Cicchetti, 2014). 

The consequences of kidnapping on students include reduced academic progress, increased disruptive 

or unfocused classroom behaviour, intrapersonal, interpersonal academic limitations, lowered social 

and emotional competence, and diminished academic performance (Bostock, Plumpton & Pratt, 

2017). In relation to academic functioning, students who experience higher levels of kidnapping have 

lower abilities in Reading, Mathematics, English, Physics, Chemistry, General Knowledge and others 

(Silverstein, Augustyn, Cabral, & Zuckerman, 2016). The effects of exposure to kidnapping on 

students are prevalent in the classroom setting, and have the tendency for reduced academic ability 

and performance. Students who have been kidnapped in one way or the other have increased 

expectations of negative educational outcomes (Champion, 2019). Given the realistic educational 

consequences of exposure to kidnapping on students, it is likely they will need additional resources 

within the supportive structures of the school environment to address their needs and improve their 

academic performance. 

Displacement of families is also an integral part of post-election violence which influence academic 

performance of students. Displacement is the act of moving something from its place or position 

(Oxford Dictionary, 2010). Displaced families which must have been caused by post-election violence 

tend to move and settle in spaces that are already occupied. This may lead to a strain on the 

community and public services because of the sudden unplanned surge in population (World Bank, 

2005). The education of students may also be affected especially the teacher-pupil ratio. The result of 

this would be reduced academic progress, increased disruptive classroom behaviour, intrapersonal, 

interpersonal academic limitations, lowered social and emotional competence, and diminished 

academic performance (Bostock, Plumpton & Pratt, 2017). In post-election violence which may cause 

displacement of families and properties destroyed some families are forced to move. Since this 

movement is hurried and unplanned for, the people tend to be displaced while leaving their properties 

behind. With the loss of families’ livelihood, parents are unable to pay the school fees of their 

children leading to irregular school attendance as the children are sent away from school when fees 

are not paid and this influence their academic performance (Dryden-Petersen, 2010). Teaching and 

learning is often disrupted because of insecurity, lack of teachers or attacks directed at schools, 

teachers and students (UNICEF, 2010). The desire of the displaced families in training their children 

to school often stops as focus shifts to survival needs like food and shelter. These factors have a 

positive influence on the academic performance of the affected children. Ferris and Winthrop (2010) 

say that post-election violence causes people to leave their homes. When people do not feel safe in 

their communities and when other coping strategies (such as hiding or negotiating with other warring 

groups) do not work, they flee. As they fled, they left their homes, farms and other property they may 

have owned. This means that wherever they resettled, they would have problems in terms of 

livelihood including education of their children and the affected children would most probably miss 

school or drop out altogether which influence their academic performance (Amulega, 2013). When 

they miss school for a length of time it means that they are missing out on the content and will have 

difficulties in covering the syllabus hence being poorly prepared for examinations. 
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Academic activities in the public secondary schools in Rivers State are often threatened by the 

reoccurring tension, state of insecurity and social instability in the state. Consequently, academic 

performance of students in public secondary schools in the state has been adversely affected as both 

the teachers and students appear to be in a relative state of panic during election and after election 

periods. Considering the above scenario, the study investigated perceived influence of post-election 

violence on academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Statement of the Problem 

The ultimate goal of secondary education is to develop the individual’s mental capacity and character 

for higher education and useful living within the society. In spite of the societal demand for quality 

education and improved students’ academic performance, there is a growing concern about the 

influence of post-election violence on academic performance of students in Rivers State. Exploring 

the origins of election violence entails the analysis of the different domains and levels within which 

violence emerges.  

The political scene in Rivers State is bedevilled by violence. This can be attributed to the “winner-

takes-it-all” mentality of the stakeholders involved in politics. The current surge of post-election 

violence in Rivers State is a very disturbing trend towards social progress and prosperity. In fact, post-

election violence is creating difficult education standards for Rivers people. Political violence, 

kidnapping, conflict and terrorism destroy human lives, physical assets and reduce people’s social 

relationships; these affect academic performance of students in the state. Educational activities are 

often brought to a halt and consequently school calendar is extended. This adversely influence the 

duration a student would spend in school, attracting more expenditure on the parents, more worrisome 

is exposing students to social vices like drug addiction, alcohol, armed robbery, prostitution among 

other vices. This trend has given rise to poor academic performance among secondary school 

students, poor infrastructural development and an overall degraded educational standard in the state. It 

is in the light of the prevailing situation that this study seeks to examine perceived influence of post-

election violence on academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Therefore the purpose of this paper was to investigate perceived influence of post-election violence on 

academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers 

State. Therefore this paper seeks to answer the following: 

8. academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of 

Rivers State? 

9. To what extent does displacement of families during post-election violence influence academic 

performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State? 

Hypotheses 

Ho1:  There is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female 

teachers on the extent to which kidnapping of students during post-election violence influence 

academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of 

Rivers State. 

Ho2:  There is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female 

teachers on the extent to which displacement of families during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The study adopted descriptive survey design. The population for the study comprised 2161 teachers 

consisting of 722 males and 1448 females in the 35 pubic secondary schools in Obio/Akpor and Port 

Harcourt City Local Government Areas of Rivers State. A sample size of 326 teachers consisting of 

111 males and 215 females was gotten through stratified random sampling technique. A self-

structured questionnaire titled: “Perceived Influence of Post-Election Violence on Academic 

Performance of Students Questionnaire (PIPEVAPSQ)” was used to collect data from the 

respondents. The instrument had two (2) sections; Sections A and B. Section A dealt with 

demographic information while Section B had 12 questionnaire items based on the research questions 

of the study. The response scale was structured on a 4-point Likert rating scale of Very High Extent 
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(VHE); High Extent (HE); Low Extent (LE); and Very Low Extent (VLE) with values 4, 3, 2 and 1 

respectively. The instrument was validated by two experts in the Department of Educational 

Management. Cronbach Alpha was used to determine and obtain reliability indices of 0.94 and 0.87. 

Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the research questions with a criterion mean of 

2.50. Questionnaire items with ratings below 2.50 denoted ‘Low Extent’ while 2.50-2.99 denoted 

‘High Extent and 3.00 and above signified ‘Very High Extent’. The hypotheses were tested using z-

test statistics at 0.05 level of significance. Analyzed data therefore, with calculated z-value above the 

z-critical value of ±1.96 was rejected and below ±1.96 was accepted. 

 

RESULTS 

Research Question 1: To what extent does kidnapping of students during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis 

of Rivers State? 

Table 1:  Mean Perception Scores of Male and Female Teachers on the Extent to which 

Kidnapping of Students during Post-Election Violence Influence Academic 

Performance of Students in Public Secondary Schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of 

Rivers State. 

  

Statement 

Male Teachers = 111 Female Teachers = 215 

S/N 
 

SD Decision 
 

SD Decisio

n 

1 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence prevents access to education which 

influence their academic performance. 

3.50 1.09 VHE 3.45 1.10 VHE 

2 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence causes psychological problems such as 

depression and fears which influence their 

academic performance. 

3.41 1.02 VHE 3.51 1.06 VHE 

3 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence fuels hunger and poverty and influence 

students’ academic performance. 

3.25 1.06 VHE 3.45 1.05 VHE 

4 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence causes poor academic performance of 

students 

3.43 1.07 VHE 3.35 1.11 VHE 

5 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence causes rise in dropout of school rate. 

3.44 1.08 VHE 3.46 1.14 VHE 

6 Kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence reduces school enrolment and 

attendance. 

3.41 1.08 VHE 3.57 1.04 VHE 

 Grand mean/SD 3.41 1.07 VHE 3.47 1.08 VHE 
Source: Field Survey, 2021 

The result on table 1 above revealed that all the questionnaire items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 had grand mean 

scores of 3.41 and 3.47 with corresponding standard deviation 1.07 and 1.08 respectively as perceived 

by both male and female teachers. This infers that kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence to a very high extent influence academic performance of students in public secondary 

schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 
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Research Question 2: To what extent does displacement of families during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis 

of Rivers State? 

Table 2:  Mean Perception Scores of Male and Female Teachers on the Extent to which 

Displacement of Families during Post-Election Violence Influence Academic 

Performance of Students in Public Secondary Schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of 

Rivers State. 

  

Statement 

Male Teachers = 111 Female Teachers = 215 

S/N 
 

SD Decisio

n 
 

SD Decision 

7 Displacement of families during post-election violence 

has been a major cause of poor academic performance 

of students. 

3.35 1.08 VHE 3.53 1.12 VHE 

8 Displacement of families during post-election violence 

around the school environment reduces the long term 

and short-term academic performance of both students 

and teachers. 

3.50 1.09 VHE 3.45 1.10 VHE 

9 The displacement of students and teachers’ family 

members disturbs the academic performance of the 

students. 

3.49 1.12 VHE 3.44 1.15 VHE 

10 The displacement of the students’ families during post-

election violence have affected the academic 

performance of students 

3.41 1.02 VHE 3.51 1.06 VHE 

11 Deliberate acts of selfish politicians through election 

violence manipulation leads to displacement of 

students’ and teachers’ families which affects academic 

performance of students 

3.46 1.13 VHE 3.44 1.05 VHE 

12 Academic performance of students can be grossly 

influenced when students’ families are displaced due to 

post-election violence 

3.25 1.06 VHE 3.45 1.05 VHE 

 Grand mean/SD 3.41 1.08 VHE 3.47 1.09 VHE 
Source: Field Survey, 2021 

Data on table 2 above revealed that all the questionnaire items 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 had grand mean 

scores of 3.41 and 3.47 with corresponding standard deviation 1.08 and 1.09 as perceived by both 

male and female teachers. This infers that displacement of families during post-election violence to a 

very high extent influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port 

Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Hypotheses 

Ho1:  There is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female 

teachers on the extent to which kidnapping of students during post-election violence influence 

academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of 

Rivers State. 

Table 3:  z-Test Analysis of Difference between the Mean Perception Scores of Male and 

Female Teachers on the Extent to which Kidnapping of Students during Post-

Election Violence Influence Academic Performance of Students in Public Secondary 

Schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Respondents N 
 

SD SL DF z-cal. z-crit. Decision 

Male Teachers 111 3.41 1.07      

    0.05 324 1.65 ±1.96 Ho1 

Accepted 

Female Teachers 215 3.47 1.08      

Source: Field Survey, 2021 
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Data in Table 3 above revealed z-test result of difference between the mean perception scores of male 

and female teachers on the extent to which kidnapping of students during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis 

of Rivers State. At 0.05 level of significance and 324 degree of freedom, the z-calculated value of 

1.65 was less than the z-critical value of ±1.96, the null hypothesis was accepted, which states that 

there is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female teachers on 

the extent to which kidnapping of students during post-election violence influence academic 

performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Ho2:  There is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female 

teachers on the extent to which displacement of families during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State.  

Table 4: z-Test Analysis of Difference between the Mean Perception Scores of Male and 

Female Teachers on the Extent to which Displacement of Families during Post-

Election Violence Influence Academic Performance of Students in Public Secondary 

Schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 

Respondents N 
 

SD SL DF z-cal. z-crit. Decision 

Male Teachers 111 3.41 1.08      

    0.05 324 1.20 ±1.96 Ho2 

Accepted 

Female Teachers 215 3.47 1.09      

Source: Field Survey, 2021 

 

Table 4 above presents z-test analysis of difference between the mean perception scores of male and 

female teachers on the extent to which displacement of families during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis 

of Rivers State. At 0.05 level of significance and 324 degree of freedom, the z-calculated value of 

1.20 was less than the z-critical value of ±1.96, the null hypothesis was accepted, which states that 

there is no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female teachers on 

the extent to which displacement of families during post-election violence influence academic 

performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
Findings in table 1 revealed that to a very high extent kidnapping of students during post-election 

violence influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State with average mean score of 3.44. Data in table 3 revealed that there was no 

significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and female teachers on the extent 

to which kidnapping of students during post-election violence influence academic performance of 

students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State with z-calculated 

value of 1.65 which was less than the z-critical value of ±1.96. This finding is in agreement with 

Carlson (2010) who noted that exposure of students to kidnapping has contributed to both increased 

disruptive or unfocused classroom behaviour for children and reduced academic progress. Also in 

support, Bostock, Plumpton and Pratt (2017) pointed out that the consequences of kidnapping on 

students include reduced academic progress, increased disruptive or unfocused classroom behaviour, 

intrapersonal, interpersonal academic limitations, lowered social and emotional competence, and 

diminished academic performance. 

Findings in table 2 revealed that to a very high extent displacement of families during post-election 

violence influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt 

Metropolis of Rivers State with average mean score of 3.44. Again information in table 4 further 

revealed that there was no significant difference between the mean perception scores of male and 

female teachers on the extent to which displacement of families during post-election violence 

influence academic performance of students in public secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis 

of Rivers State with z-calculated value of 1.20 which was less than the z-critical value of ±1.96. This 

finding corroborates with Dryden-Petersen (2010) who noted that with the loss of families’ livelihood, 

parents are unable to pay the school fees of their children leading to irregular school attendance as the 
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children are sent away from school when fees are not paid and this influence their academic 

performance. Supporting the above finding, Amulega (2013) stated that wherever displaced families 

are resettled, they would have problems in terms of livelihood including education of their children 

and the affected children would most probably miss school or drop out altogether which influence 

their academic performance. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The findings of this study have revealed that post-election violence is of immerse disadvantage to the 

academic performance of students. Given the realistic educational consequences of post-election 

violence on students, it is pertinent that students who are victims of kidnapping cases and 

displacement of families suffer academically, personally, and socially. Despite the fact that academic 

activities in the public secondary schools in Rivers State are often threatened by the reoccurring 

tension, state of insecurity and social instability during election in the state, it is likely that schools 

will need additional resources within the supportive structures of the school environment to address 

their needs and improve students’ academic performance. Based on the findings of this study it was 

concluded that post-election violence distorts students’ focus and register a detrimental change to the 

health of their learning activity which influence their academic performance. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of the study the following recommendations were made: 

1. Effective security measures should be put in place to curb the activities of kidnappers and 

reduce fear from students and teachers to confidently participate in academic activities. 

2. Effective measures should be taken to create a National Insurance plan to help families in 

cases of displacement during post-election violence. 
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