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ABSTRACT  
It is obvious that a community without peace and security is at a stance of facing challenges in its 

standard of living and various aspects of its development. In many rural and urban areas of Zamfara State, 

banditry is currently making the environment inconvenient for the citizens to concentrate on their 

religious, social, educational and economic development. Consequent to the upsetting caused by banditry 

in the State, particularly rural areas, several people were killed, raped, kidnapped, and/or injured, while 

some are deprived from being in their villages/houses/homes. The condition, therefore, necessitates 

permanent/temporary migration to other urban/rural areas of the State. Therefore, this piece of a 

qualitative research gives a picture of the situation and therefore, identifies the existence of the impacts of 

banditry on the people in Bakura, Maradun, and Talata Mafara Local Government Councils as the 

selected study area. It is, however, a glance at the impact of banditry in the entire State and Northern 

Nigeria. The research further provided some few recommendations for a better community while making 

conclusion.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Bakura, Maradun, and Talata Mafara Local Government Areas selected for the research are located in 

Zamfara West, Nigeria. The major ethnic groups in the study area are Hausa and Fulani. Zamfarawa are 

found in Talata Mafara, Burmawa in Bakura while Fulani in Maradun. The principal and major religion 

of the State is Islam, and the State is economically blessed with fertile land for agricultural activities. The 

land enables people of the area to mainly engage in different forms of farming. Unfortunately, today, 

most parts of the rural areas and their farmlands became passages and abodes to bandits who are used to 

killing people, destroying peoples’ properties, cattle rustling, kidnapping, raping among other atrocities. 

Thus, it was recorded that one of the factor contributing to increased violence between herders and 

farmers relates to the presence of armed groups. Those groups also often take advantage of the 

governance vacuum and capitalize upon ongoing clashes to increase their influence. Some of them, 

especially in Nigeria (particularly Zamfara State) and southern Niger steal cattle and attack communities 

using sophisticated weaponry. There is no evidence so far that a common ideology motivates these 

attacks. In response to increased cattle theft, communities can seek protection from “vigilante groups,” 

which are often organized along ethnic or sectarian lines.1 
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Conceptual Clarification 
In order to enable proper understanding of the arguments of this piece of research, there is need for 

conceptual clarifications of the following terms: 

1. Bandit; one could be addressed as a bandit if he/she is a member of an armed group of thieves.2 

Similarly, it means a thief with a weapon, especially one belonging to a group that attacks people.3 

2. Security means protection of a person, organization, or country against threats such as crime or 

attacks by foreign.4  It also means the state of feeling safe, stable, and free from fear or anxiety.5 

Security also connotes the state of being free from danger or threat6  

3. Challenge means something that needs great mental or physical effort in order to be done 

successfully and therefore tests a personal ability.7 It also means to arouse or stimulate especially 

by presenting with difficulties8 

4. Banditry is therefore, the consequences of insecurity and lack of protection from the threat of 

crime. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
The approach applied in this study was Qualitative. Data were generated through relevant Books, 

journals, and online materials. In addition to observations, some relevant personal were equally 

interviewed to corroborate the secondary data obtained and to enable accurate analysis of the date.   

An Overview of the Background of Banditry in Zamfara State 

It was recorded that the genesis of the challenges started in 2009.9 The crises exposed in 2010 and led to a 

violent conflict between Fulani with their supporters from the Republic of Niger on one hand, and the 

farmers on the other.10&11 After the 2011 post-election violence, many Hausa communities mobilised yan 

sakai or yan banga (both of the terms means ‘vigilantes’) to counter the activities of cattle rustlers, and in 

response, the Fulani communities created their own militias.12 The first group of bandits to emerge was in 

2011 with Kundu13 and the notorious Buharin Daji,14  as the leaders, both of Fulani extraction, from 2012 

onward, cases of cattle rustling became a public concerned in the State.15   

A study shows that more than thirty-six communities along Bakura, Maradun, and other parts of the State 

were burnt to ground with their inhabitants displaced.16 Presently, the situation is becoming unbearable to 

many of the citizens. While explaining the kind of condition citizens are facing, a source narrated that,       

Many whom I knew as rich business men are now looking for what to feed their 

family. Some of them were kidnapped and their business capital has to be 

surrendered before the ransom could be settled. Some are farmers but could not 

have access to their farmlands, while some children are made orphans.17     

It is known that security officers are almost everywhere but however, majority of the areas where security 

officers are found were observed that they have minimal number compared to the bandits, particularly in 

many rural areas. Therefore, the Muslim communities in the rural areas are mostly suffering from the 

challenges due to lack of adequate protection. When asked about the challenges, one police officer who 

decided not to disclosed his identity expressed that,  

….suddenly, we heard sound of gun-shooting, we realised that they were bandits and 

very closed to us, so we decided to enter our office and locked the doors, they nocked 

with their guns that we should open the doors, we refused. Then they started 

shooting. All these are sign of the places they shut. When we observed that they 

might boggle the doors, we pushed this wall at the back and escaped.18           

This is an indication that the bandits are being well armed when going out for their operation, and also, 

their weapons might be harmful than that of some security officer located in rural areas. If the officers in 

such kind of areas would look for way to escape, it can be argued that the life and properties of other 

citizens are apparently not secured. This has been observed in not only Lambar Bakura, but also in many 

of the rural areas of the State.  

Quite a number of villages in the state are said to be currently under full/partial control of the bandits. No 

any authority beside from theirs in many instances, therefore, if one chooses to remain in such areas, 

he/she must endure and tolerate distressing of the bandits. A source narrated that, 
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I left my wife and children at home in our village (Awala-Biri) because I knew if the 

bandits meet me at home I would be killed. This issue is beyond your expectation. As 

I am talking now, there are about ten villages that are solemnly under the control of 

bandits. They are the rulers and judges. If you are not part of them, you are just like 

a slave. Bayan-Ruwa is a place that comprises Ido-Ruwa; Birnin-Kaya-Gabas; 

Gidan-Mabushi; Galla; Kan-Mutun; Tudun-Doki; Awala; Falau; Gwargawo; 

Gilliba-Ataka; Dan-Zanken-Hillani; Dan-Zanken-Hausawa; Sabon-Gari; Barebari; 

and Dumamau  all in Birnin-Kaya,  Dosara Ward of Maradun LGA, they are all 

under the control of bandits.19 

In addition to the villages in Birnin-Kaya-Dosara Ward, which were said to be under total control of 

bandits, some other parts of Maradun LGA were also affirmed to be currently under the control of some 

other gangs of bandits. A source when interviewed added that,  

Presently, the village of Mallammai; Dunhun-Dan-Iko; Dunhun-Karo; Gyabbawa; 

Baichi; Tungan-Magaji; Gidan-Dawa; Rakuma; Ketaren-Baja; and Kwantaruwa 

villages located in Maradun North ward, are under the control of bandits. Whatever 

you are doing most be at their watch, they can collect your belonging at any time, 

they move freely in the villages with their guns.20 

I was in Maradun last week. I always noticed that once it is evening hours, some 

villagers would be coming in to Maradun town for refuge. This shows that they 

cannot comfortably sleep at their villages. Many of them are females with small 

children.21   

It can therefore be argued that the rampant killing of young men in these areas resulted to a number of 

orphans whom majority of them are infants, and are left with no support. Consequently, the challenges 

impacted many aspects of lives of the citizen.    

 

An Overview on Religious Impact of the Banditry in the State 
It is the responsibility of every member of Muslim community to relate with each other in a respectful 

way and to discharge duties to each other accordingly. In many instances, due to the security challenges, 

parents are distracted from concentrating fully on the religious life of their family members. While, those 

who were killed, and their wives raped, do left their children orphans. The condition necessitates, among 

many things, the surviving families to be mainly struggling for survival. However, some female who are 

left with children have to resort to street begging, and thereby being exposed to men of different character 

and habit. Consequently, it can be concluded that the caused distraction often  affect families in a great 

negative way, and one area of concern is lack of proper observance of their religious rites and duties.             

 

An Overview on Social Impact of the Banditry in the State 

Hausa and Fulani people relate in peaceful manner up to the extent that they are being considered as one 

for their occupations as farmers and rearers respectively. Now, the conflict between the tribes in the State 

is worsening to the sense that many Fulani considered Hausa as their enemies while many Hausa are 

looking at Fulani as bandits regardless of the religion in common. It can therefore, be concluded that the 

challenges have negative impact on social life of the people in the study area and therefore, causing both 

the tribes to disregard the prescribed Islamic human rights of each other.  

Looking at the situation, it can be concluded that the cordial relationship expected among Muslims does 

not exist among many of the affected people in the study area.  

 

An Overview on Educational Impact of the Banditry in the State 

With the spread of banditry in many rural areas of the state and even some urban areas, both private and 

public schools were observed closed for more than three months in 2021. During the period, none of the 

schools was functioning. A teacher attested that, 

It is a great setback to the system of education in the state. We stayed for months 

without going to school. When we resumed, we had to spend some weeks just to 

Musa et al. ..…… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 10(3):9-14, 2022 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 

 

Arugu & Wosu …… Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 8(1):1-11, 2020 



12 

 

revise what we taught our students before the closure. Our schools were closed 

while other states have gone far with their activities.22  

While the state is in need of children enrolment in formal education particularly from the urban areas, 

banditry and it consequences subverts smooth progress of those already engaged. Many children in rural 

areas were made orphans and therefore, their main challenge is to struggle to survive not even to attend 

formal schools.  

Formal education is the epitome of increasingly globalized standards of ‘modern childhood’. Universally 

there have been pronouncements and declarations on the need to have all children educated, as reflected 

in the Education For All (EFA) goals. Also the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) focuses on 

educating all children. Nigeria is a signatory to these declarations with large number of out-of-school 

children particularly in the northern part of the country.23 

 

An Overview on Economic Impact of the Banditry in the State 

Availability of suitable opportunities of trade and farming is crucial for people in order to live and satisfy 

their basic needs.24 The emergence of insecurity, with intended threat to human rights such as sudden 

attacks, death, and financial loss, negatively affects the economic development of the people in the state.25 

It was recorded that for several years, farmers in the affected areas have been abandoning their farmlands 

for fear of attack or kidnapping, and likewise traders could not move freely to access markets for 

exchange of goods and services.  

Today, Zamfara state has become a centre of the obnoxious armed banditry in the Northern part of the 

country. This has affected economic development with the growth of unemployment and democratic 

setback through rise of groups of armed bandits. From 2011 to date, over 4000 lives have been lost, about 

five hundred and thirty five (535) people (reported cases) were kidnapped and over 15,000 cattle and 

other livestock were rustled by bandits. In addition, not fewer than 36 communities along Bakura, 

Maradun, and other towns in the State were burnt to the ground with their inhabitants displaced to 

alternative safer places.26 

Moreover, it was recorded that the security challenges have claimed thousands of lives over the last 

decade. Reliable figures for fatalities across the entire region are hard to come by because of much of the 

violence occurred in remote rural communities, and therefore have not been reported by either the mass 

media or security agencies.27  

 

CONCLUSION 

Communities in the State have been experiencing series of security challenges particularly those in the 

rural areas. Among others, kidnapping, murdering, raping, wealth and food destruction, and cattle rustling 

were observed to be the major challenges chasing not only the people in the selected area, but also many 

in the entire State. Consequently, many united communities are now in factions/conflict and quite a 

number of married women are widows while chastity of many women has been pained and many children 

are now orphans. These are clear indications that banditry has direct negative impacts on the lives of not 

only Muslims in the State, but also the entire citizens.    

Before, security challenges in Zamfara state were not noticed as now. In the past, the 

challenges were just local thefts and armed robbers whom used to block roads and 

collect money from people or visit rich people and robed them at their homes or 

business places, but now in many cases, the poor people and villagers are the victims. 

We don’t know why such things are happening concurrently,28 

Moreover, some families become homeless, some wealthy people turn to poor, and many farmlands are 

not being cultivated. In addition to that, some of the rural markets are not being patronised as before. It is 

therefore, recommended that 

1. State government should have passionate consideration to provide comfortable camps for the 

IDPs across the State, as it was found that throughout the State there is no single official camp for 

the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), 
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2. The State should also consider providing means of livelihood to the affected people both in the 

rural and urban areas accordingly. Moreover,  

3. Reinforcement should be considered particularly to the officers at many of the rural areas whom 

were observed to have minimal number and fewer weapons.  
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